10.

1.

12.

(Riggm (B) ) XEHX

MOEFRISEE B =&k
THE POINT OF THE STORY - Part 3

LKA 13:31-32, DAPYZE1517:22-24, {HPIFE154:4-12

Matthew 13:31-32. Ezekiel 17:22-24. Daniel 4:4-12

Hello listening friends,

SREIA, IRESF

We are glad you joined us again in this series of
messages on the “Point of the Story”.

IR AR BT B AT e A A e AR 471
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I want to begin by telling you a story about
someone who gave up too soon.

FAH AN S BT 2 N AR RAT 4K
IFIR R

This story happened during World War IL

W R AR AE IR R R

An Army Chaplain whose presence was
requested by a severely wounded soldier.

— A2 FEAN ) SR AN BEZE AU,

The dying man asked the Chaplain to write a
letter to his former Sunday school teacher.

WIE 2 N BRI A S —EH5, S LAaT)
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Here is what he said in the letter:
fFhIXFEEIE:

“Tell her I died a Christian because of what she
taught me in that Sunday School class in church.

R, PIERAEA S T H AR, K2
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the memory of her earnest pleas
R AR ) ROK

the warmth of her love for Christ

oo FEEF A

All stayed with me.

RIRZEIR Az,

Tell her that I will meet her in Heaven.”
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The message was sent and some time later ... the
Chaplin received a letter of reply from the
Sunday School teacher.

kR A, Bt ] 1 32 H 22 =20
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the Sunday school teacher said the following:
Wb AR A XU

“Just last month I decided to give up teaching
Sunday school ...

EAAREABHERYET,

because I could not see any use in continuing.”
DA A AREE T 22 o HIAL .

My listening friends listen very carefully

PR Z I A WS- F i,

In every area in Christian ministry and life there
are may be people who quit ... too soon!
FEREAGERI AP =G, IR N
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And when Jesus left the crowds and became
alone with the disciples,

HRERE IT AR, AN IAEPARAT AL I,

He told them a parable that was designed to
strengthen their faith.

MR T AT AN P, 2 D SIS AT Y
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He told them a parable that was designed to open
their spiritual eyes.

TN BT TARAT ] R HRIE 5

He told them a parable that was designed to
comprehend the nature of His Kingdom.

72 A BEATAMAT T 1 Ao T P i 1

He told them a parable that was designed to help
them understand the true interpretation
regarding His coming again

T N BIAATT T A o< T R R LR R X
HRRE



24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

He told them a parable that was designed to help
them see His Messiahship as God intended it to
be ...

T N LA AT 1 DA B ST (R P SRR
HuAp,

And not the way the Jewish leaders interpreted
it.

FFATEIUA TRIATT A

I am certain that ... at times the disciples were
being tempted to question Jesus’ Messiahship.

FHE, IR HB R (1) 58 ZE AV A7 T 4R 5T
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At times the disciples were being tempted to
question their decision to follow Him.

MABAT T4 TSE 1 LR HI 6 1) R 5 1D P
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They were tempted to question how the deliverer

could be so lacking in earthly power and
prestige.

AR AERE RS,
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John the baptizer question summarized their
thoughts.

JREDELT I ) 8L 25 1 AT A AR

“Are you the one ... or should we look for
another?”

TSR BEA R AR 2 3 i AT ) A\ Wi 2

Can someone from Nazareth really over turn the
power of Rome?

RGN € P PN RN E S U AR
JIEA?

Can someone ... who has no political expertise ...
be the Savior of the world?

XA TCBOA TR A N E L AR
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And if He is the one ... why is He taking so long
to accomplish the dreams of countless
generations?

R A IS, DAt attid E I A 2 A A
I ] 2K 56 Bk A A5 AR 2

Why doest He take advantage of His popularity
and lead the crowd and march into Jerusalem?

A ARAT T B O %042 8 7 U ARt 22
HIS B il g 2
Listening friends, listen carefully.
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Discouragement and despondency ... always
produces quitting too soon.

IR T A i A 5 T

That is why Jesus took his disciples aside to tell
them what the Kingdom of Heaven is all about.

XU N AT 2 BB R EAE T IAER 2155, R
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If you have your Bible, turn to Matthew 13:31
WA 28, ERIES R 13: 31,

Jesus said,

HR gk 15 -

"The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed,
which a man took and planted in his field.

KEBULHAR— RIS,

The parable of the mustard seed is the second
parable we shall look at in this series of
messages called, “The Point of the Story.”

XTSRRI EE Il At Al 1 W U RTHE” 2R )
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Mu stard was an herb that was widely used back
then.

e, T A .

In fact, even today scientists are discovering all
sorts of uses to be made of mustard.

i b, BMEAESR, Bhas S ARAE A
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I'am told it is even used for photography today
AFHIE L B TR,

Back, during the time of Jesus’ earthly ministry,
mustard had many uses.

FEHRERINAG, TR 2R &,

It was used in food.

e EEy,

It was used for medicinal purposes.

R Z 2 H,

And, seldom was there a house without mustard.

Pk, A e A

And Jesus said: “A man planted a mustard
seed.”

WMk : A7 AF T —Rior=iEft

We met this man in the first broadcast.

RS — X H T, FATEgdEs 7 XA

He is the sower of the good seed.

Al 2 A ol PR AE
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He is the owner of the field.
fib & R N,

the Lord Jesus Christ himself.

50 A2 3 R BRI

And here He is the sower of the mustard seed.
XA PR T —Ri =

But Jesus went on to say more things

IStk S22 g 5 22 (1 5

In verse 32 of Matthew 13

Let’s read it.

AT K2

N13:32: X5t F PR B A M, FERIHGEK,
HILL S FESEER S, HRTH, R ERE
KAa fEAb R L.

The choice of a tree represents the Kingdom of
Heaven is not an accident.

TR IR RATE Ok [ 1) g AN 2 B4R,

It was a tree that God promised Ezekiel that He
would raise up ... to represent His Kingdom.

SXFEA NV LAPG &5 (R A PR B A At L L PRI o

It was on a tree that God’s Messiah hung up ... in
order to pay for the just punishment of our sin.

OB IR IR ma T b, R IAR R
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And here it is in a tree that grows from a tiny
mustard seed ... that the Kingdom of Heaven
will grow.

SXARB 2 RN NI TFSREMOR IR, T Y
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And when it is fully grown it becomes a haven
for small birds to nest in.

PR, RER CERIEEE R .

There are some people who interpret this parable
this way:
A7 EE IR Al REX A gy -

Jesus saw that down the road the mustard seed of
the Gospel is going to be planted.

HIS kA WLAR 7 1) I S P EE R RE L T

But, instead of producing a normal plant, which
is pure, holy and righteous church ... it will
produce a tree.

RIS EAMERA KEEEE A R H =, 1
FERT R

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

71.

78.

Namely, an earthly church which is going to be
corrupt ... both in doctrine and practice.
WLV, — M b B e 2 O sk
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But that’s not what Jesus is saying to the
disciples.

IRINT, IXANEHRERNS T IHEUL I,

Jesus is emphasizing the point of the previous
story ... of wheat and weed.

HR SRS AE s if BN, it 22 T AT
2 LGy ) H RORG o

He is saying: Don’t judge by appearances.

M AEUANE LIS

He is saying: Don’t be mistaken by the size of
the mustard seed.

b AE LA ENE TN

He is saying: Don’t think that because I didn’t
come with swords and horses ... that [ am
powerless.

UL, ANELUhIREA A TR Y,
S YN GE P WA

He is saying: Don’t think that because I did not
come in the human force of violence ... that I am
not the redeemer of all man kind.

MIEAEYE, ANE LU BEA NS T B,
P IE 2 NRIFRFE -

He is saying: Do not despise small beginnings.
MR, ANENE RN T S

He is saying: Don’t be misled by the humble
origins.

MIEAEDL, A ERRALI NI .

He is saying: Don’t let the current opposition to

me by the Jewish leaders blind your vision of the
future blessings.

MEAEDL, AN EEIR 2y B 1 AT S
TARMTEIHRS , AR TR A ZIARK AT

Jesus knew that His disciples could relate to
what He is saying in this parable.

HIS SR R0 Al PR 1D AE 22 SR IR AR A BT
Why?

At

Because they understand the significance of the

tree in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream which Daniel
had interpreted.

DRI A ATI AR, {E DA ORE 1) JE AT HY JE il
A5 PR R SRR 2 ] 55 T 2L
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The Babylon Empire symbolized by a tree ...
TR ZAE T LA [,

It brought prosperity and blessings to the entire
region of the known world.

B AT A 1 X BRI AR

So what is Jesus saying then

TR HR R 2 JE AR YRl AT 1A A Wi 2

He is saying, that my opponents may look to be
triumphant now but please withhold your
judgment.

S AE UL T BN T RE— NS, (HIE A
ORI T

My enemies may seem to be gaining the upper
hand now but just be patient.

TN AT BE— I X (A 2 A

My opposition may be fierce now ... but you just
wait.

N REIE — I 298, HIFREES

Wait until I have risen from the dead,

SR M AL HLE S,

And I shall draw all men unto myself.

AL NFRYA 7] oo

When I am risen from the grave ...

ST BCEE T R,

I will bless all those who put their trust in me.
RS L AN EEE A PN

When I am resurrected ...

1 SN I,

I will be the power of God unto salvation.

FRA A PHFRRLR) K RE o

So, Jesus was assuring them that there is more

than meets the eye!

A, HSERIE 7 AT TORALE, IS Sk P AT THIR
i PIrieE W

This is a parable of encouragement.

R EEE N e,

This is a parable of vision.
TN TR G LT

So what is the point of the story?
2t R R B A e ?

The point of the story is this:

HCR RS »

Don’t be discouraged by the size of my
Kingdom now.

AN B TR SE R RN T S A L o
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Don’t be discouraged by those who mock me
Nnow.

ANEELA g 8 L S B A NI

He is the one who presides over the harvest on
harvest day.

HIS Sk gl A2 B TR R 8 A6
Don’t be disappointed by those who doubt me
now.

ANERAR LR EE T NPT,

But rather look forward to the day when the
mustard seed becomes a tree.

11152 EE IR T2 O AR — K
There is a principle here to the point of the story
AWK AT A U,

When a person turns to Jesus Christ in faith ...

2N THRER,

God the Holy Spirit puts a mustard seed of faith
in their heart.

S SOLY v YRV L L R VAR B S
How well the seed grows into a tree of faith ...
depends upon your obedience.

Ty KA RS 7, B U U .

In a previous message, we saw how the weed
could never destroy the wheat

fEEA S, BATTE BIPPARATCIRBOK
A

Never.

ZEP O N

I don’t care how much evil is in the world now
BAE X F 209K,

It can never destroy the faithful ones.

WIGVR B FLAR 2 ol o

You have Jesus’ own word on it, for he said,
“The gates of hell shall not overcome it”

PRATURGR R N VFUE: IR T T ANREME L .

So many of us are like the woman who called the
general manager of the store ...

AVF 2 NABIXANT RS M5 BN,

And she told him that she had lost her very
valuable diamond brooch

LRSI o = I e N B W2 g kR ey ]
Et

when she was in his store the night before.

B MEMAE NS BRI .
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The manager told her to hold the line and he will
conduct a search.

I SR (0 N 3 TE 1 oy L 3 s o8
and the brooch was found.

B Ja A RS T,

but by the time the manager got back to the
phone ... the woman hung up the phone.

(S A S EIE B ER RTINS DN 2 3 RN

She never called back again.

IR AT TR,

They waited for her to call again ... but she never
did.
IS I PR IR AT R, (B .

He put a notice in the newspaper ... but no
response.

JE XA EF R, BT IE
But isn’t that how many Christians live their
Christian life?

XA TE U 2 B AE ) A T A

We come to the Lord to ask for His blessings.
FRATI oA 280 3= vh iy 245 Al (1 g A

We come to the Lord to ask for His power.
A oA B = i ZE A A RE T 5

We come to the Lord to ask for His healing
TR T TR ZEAF A B2 6 5

We come to the Lord and ask for his leading.
FRATIoA ) = 1 iy EEAG A 1 5 4

But then we could never stay on the line long
enough to receive from his hand

HFRANT S AN BE A A5 A A A R o) — 3k,
We hang up too soon.

FATRKPEERT T

We give up too soon.
FATRRBTIET T
We judge by appearances.
FATRAEIRI T .

We live by sight.
FATEERR I M vis

And we get bogged down in worldly wisdom ...
and miss out on the blessings.

PR F (3 ST B, AR EDUR

God wants to demonstrate His spiritual powers ...

through His obedient children.
AR I )L 5 b, B E R K
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But, most people ... get just a little bit of a
blessing ...

or a glimpse of God’s hand of power ...
BRI IR AR KR,

and then they stop

NI T

And when we go no where ... we start living on

the blessings of yesterday.

BT EA T LN, RATTFHRIELENE
RIAE T

But God wants to bless you today.

SR, AR EAEA RIGAR TR

Why?

A

Not because of your circumstances,

ANFE R AR B FREE

but ... because God wants you to be a blessing to
others.

J 552 PR Ay PR 1 A At N PR AR o
God wants you to shelter the birds of the air in
the shadow of your blessings.

ARELAR BN R 1R T L2 4 1K

God wants you to be like a tree sheltering others
from the scorching sun.

PR 1 2 N2 H AR

God wants you to be like a tree to bring the lost ...
under your shadow.

PR IS R e 2 N TR AR KB

God wants your shadow to spread wide in order
to bring as many people as possible to the
Kingdom of God

AR ISR EE IR, T LA 2 (1)
PNEEIEEH ] ER)i

My listening friends as I conclude I want to ask
you several questions

WoRZ IR, AEREGESRIE RN, 3K
R R LA ) 7L

Have you given up on someone for whom you
have prayed for years?

RIEA B T R 2N
Then you have given up too soon.
T, MATRHBEFARIRE T .
Have you given up on a ministry?

(S Scyi RN S8 E S
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Then you have given up too soon.

i, BARBBGTRRE T .

Have you given up on an important relationship?
PREBRIBET T — D EERR?

Then you have given up too soon.

LA, MAVREBEEAFR T .

Have you given up on God?

PRETTIBET T2

Then you have given up much too soon!

LA, ARG R T .

When you walk in obedience ... your mustard
seed will become a tree.

BORATAEMUR R, R T it A
VI NP
I have never seen a tree that grew up over night.

FMA N BIB T LB T KK

I understand in this age of fast food ... fast
moving society we are always looking for a way
to be blessed fast

FANE AP A XA PE SO, AT ER]
R (1S A4

Some of you have been in places where all you
could see was a mustard seed ...

PRATTRT REAT N IEAEZE P 5T (R IS 3]

and yet, in time as clung on to God’s promises ...
God gave you a tree.

SR, 3 TN VRR I 2RI, #2450
M

But probably now you may be going through that
stage in your life ... or in an area in your life ...
where all you see is a mustard seed.

WVFEIRI A ar b, AR AEG WITRt,

I want to encourage you to trust God again to
give you a tree.

AR R AR fih e 2 R — AR
hang on the line

ANEEHE W LS

Wait for God

FEEA

until next time, I wish you God’s richest blessing

JEM R RIGRRZ R, e



