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Journey of Faith — 3

Hello listening friends.

SRR IREF

We are delighted that you tuned in again.
FATVR AR PR E A H

We have been going through a series of
messages from the life of Abraham.

FANEAETF— RIAT RWAA R B IS
o

And I want to begin by saying that man's
natural way of dealing with sin... is to try and
cover it up...

EAEAERAEURR, AR, R
BT HRZ R I LA,

rather than confessing it and repenting of it.

KA AR, I H AN

Even the man Abraham who was called God's
friend...

BV ASE S B ABRR Ry 4 A A 57
when he turned to political expediency...
ended up not only lying... but trying to cover us
his sin.

o 7RO ERYLFAL, AN FE, I8 E
e B S .

In the last message, we saw Abraham leaving

Haran for Canaan in obedience to God’s
original command.

7 B B, JRA T 2L AR S =7 3 A T Aol
LTI AR, 2 TS 22 BT AT R o

This happened after six years of a stagnant
stage in his life.

WA T N R AN AR
WG A AT o

Why?

Mt

because of his murky obedience.

D1 DAy b AN B A o B R M A
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In Genesis 12:6, we saw him passing through
the land as far as the site of Shecheme... to the
oak of Moreh.

R A, A WA
S35 3 RUBRRTIR OE

The words Shecheme... and Moreh mean
strength... and instruction... and Abraham
needed both.

71N SR EE AT R A b 44 1 2 S e A 5 |
T IR IE & AR P B i 21

At this point, you may be saying... well, at
last... perfect compliance with the will of God!

IAEAR KB, AR 7 AT 8 58 2 ik
MERT!
Yes and no.

AT LR 283, (HEA WA,

Abraham gets into Canaan and he gets a
surprise.

AR F R BN, A8 BRI A
=

There was a hotel chain slogan that said:
A FI TR 5 bR TR IR i
“The best surprise is no surprise.”
AR R R 7
Those of us who have traveled, especially
overseas, are extremely leery of surprises.

2w MITIRAT N, JEHE RSN S, i
B _EERZ M

I run into them all the time.
AL BB IXRE )

In some countries they will sell your hotel

room... or your plane seat... to the highest
bidder.

A7 LG K IR NS EARTT (R VR 75 ), BRAR T
RHLRRAL, FHesEgy A B

Most of us don't like the unexpected... and the
unpredictable.

KABIY NIBASEIRGESS, FICIE TR
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Most of us don't like what is lurking in the
dark.

KB4 NABAS LIS e B i A E SR s L=
Most of us don't like what we cannot control.

KRBT NAEEAZIR,  H IR .

When Abraham and company arrived in the
land of Canaan...

MV AR B =R R SR 21300 R
they held a reservation for the land...
X E T AR,

and that reservation had been confirmed by
the highest authority possible...

117 EL e e e 24 Jmg A AT T FIUSE £ 5
God Himself.

HEA A C.

But when they got there...

B2 b2 TR IL,

at V6 in Genesis 12.
{EUNIER T i AN LR
There was a surprise.

AT B T P RO

“No vacancy” sign is in big red letters flashing
all over Canaan.

AR HIAR RS T B AT

The Canaanites were there!
AR AL TR A

God had not said anything about the
Canaanites.

FHAIFBAT IR BN N
And right at that point Abraham's faith... is
about to be tested.

HUE B ZIAR S AR L, B K.

Please listen carefully.
i OWr % ’

The fact that you are in the center of the will of
God... does not mean that you will never face
problems...

RIS URIGAE AT 1 5 2, AR IRIR I
A AU
or difficulties or adverse circumstances.

B AN FEAT R SRS 5 (3R 5
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The fact that you are in the very center of the
will of God... does not mean that you will not
experience temptations.

BIVE s 2E AR B RS AR IRANE
18 IR
The fact that you are in the very center of the

will of God... does not mean that you will not
experience persecution.

BIVSE s 2E AR B R FFAS RS R AN
SR FEE T .
I looked in vain in all four Gospels... I can't

find, even one time that Jesus promised... a
bed of roses... or a trouble free life.

VUARE & P FAAT 4l A i, (H A BT AT 1
5 HISBR 88 N VF BB W T, B S B TC R Y
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Now, back to Genesis. Right after verse 6
comes verse 7.

SR ESI ROl I Tt e s iy e

While Abraham is scratching his head saying:
“God...you told me to go to Canaan... but you
did not tell me about the Canaanites”

AR SR SR BN A BT, AR AR
T2 E A, AR ARENBAT 15 VR X LT
NI 7

"God, you commanded me to come here and
leave my family... and [ am here."

CRRIRT, Ry R B R I SRR B Lk,
WaExRCOL KT

In Genesis 12:7 the Bible said.

B 2N I N1 N R e W

The Lord appeared to Abraham and said to
your offspring I will give this land so he built
an alter there to the Lord who had appeared to
him

FHEDEAR == B, 3. “ REGUX G 25 7R
I o 7 AR 22l AR L Dy i Al St 20 P HIS
SR T — JER

That is the way God works.

R A T 2

He reassures us right at the time when we are
baffled and confused.

TE A FRATVIEK 21 R () I, bl v PR AT 111
BEEE o
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He reassures us right in the midst of our
uncertainty and doubt.

T 2 PRS2 Ik, b I B AT T 0
JUEE o

He reassures us right in the midst of our fear
and anxiety.

T BAT VDL RE I, Al B BedT 10
.

He reassures us right in the midst of our
puzzlement.

I FRAT VBB ASAR (VA , Al i PR B AT 1119
li] %%\ o
He comes in and affirms his promises.

s AT L A R A VF

At that point of Abraham’s confusion God said
to him.

ANEAR R R P 2, oA,
To your descendants I will give this land
PAEHURX G 45 VR 5 75 -
“Abraham, it is all yours, my friend.”

WARBLE, BRI, XA AR 7

But have you ever felt that even the Lord's
assurance... is not a real source of comfort?

(EAT I, HUSEAT 2] T AR ORIE, ARIZRAS
RESZ B B 2R, g ?

Sometimes, in the midst of your puzzlement...
the Lord's assurance does not comfort you?

AT I AE PR = o, A ) DRAUE T 30T 17 45 1K
R

Abraham's puzzlement is now doubled... even
by God's assurance.

JXIN, UG 2R DR, AR 727 14 PN 2%
IQIIE:Cy/ I

God promised Abraham a son.
M VREATR R S — DL T

Not only does he not have a son... but
Abraham is very old and Sarah is barren.

I AR FAMEBAT LT 1y HARSELL K
T M REE AL F .

And now, God tells Abraham that this land of
Canaan which is filled with fierce people
belongs to Abraham.

IAEAR S PR EAARL 2, XA T o AR
(1300 g St 2 RS A AR ) S BT
Listening friends, do you see this point?

SREIIAC ARFE P Ry ey ?
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Sometimes, your problem may be too big for
you to handle...

ATI G, PRI UL I PR AN R AR AT T
ft,

even when you are trying to appear strong and
resilient.

AP R 2 vy 4 55 PR i R A 0% 0 A 7o
CRIAERAT Bz e 07, R T sy th el o)

But it is not too big for God and... if you are in
His perfect will.

{EK PR AR SR B ANGAT A [F IR ZE I
M se R 5 &

What God may be waiting for... is your
repentance and surrender.

AER, PHATREAERT, SRRSO R .

What God may be waiting for is your
willingness to give up relying on your own
strength.

PR BEAE SRR BGT AT 5 B 2

What God may be waiting for is your
willingness to let go of the facade.

AT BELE SR T B D P AR
And Abraham does!
[TRIZ(SEDASY i -

So Abraham pitched his tent and built an altar.
WAHRLZFRE T FERMI O T — R dz .

When you study the life of Abraham very
carefully... you will notice the following:

ARAF AU AR B2 5 R AP I Rt &
2/

When Abraham is at the center of the will of
God... he always pitched a tent... and built
and altar.

AR R FATAEA 5 B s e ik
B R IR

Abraham's tent is a symbol of his temporary
dwelling.

AR Bz =7 (R KA S A5 A i P 1) T

The tent is a symbol that he is not consumed
with material possessions.

DRI 7t BT B I A3 P S o

The tent is a symbol of the fact that he is on a
pilgrimage.

RN 7S R AE W12 I R dd v
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The tent is a symbol of his being vulnerable to
the Lord's will.

A At P R AE R S R

The tent is a symbol that he is ready for the
master's call.

IR 2 7 At B IS WU i 0 g W3

You may ask, “wait a minute, didn't everybody
live in a tent in those days?”

PR i), “IBIRHRAI N, AR HRAE
AEAEMRA HL g 27

not at all.

A

Those who were permanently settled... built
with rocks and stones.

ISLEHERS 2 S RN 22 A B i s
¥

But Abraham's tent indicates the temporary
nature of his life.

{EPRRIZ(SEDAREN]LS iR LhOR NS RETP 3 53]
W, <LHITHER.

The altar was built of stone... indicating the
durability of his fellowship with God.

S e A SRR, s b ERAR) 5% 2 B[] 1y
ER/NS

In the Bible there are three purposes for which
an altar is built.

XA, FIsA =AE1.

First,

e,

It is the place of meeting between God and His
people.

TS A A ERA P B AH 2 R L T

Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Joshua... and many

others have built an altar for meeting with
God.

BEvE HESAT L EEVG L A, AIHEAR
2 NAR A0SR, AR )L fl LT o

Secondly,

A —

S

it is the place of sacrifice.

o ) PR ZS PR3 7

They sacrifice bulls, goats and lambs on altars
they built... and later on Abraham was asked
to offer his son as a sacrifice.

AATIAE T AR ) s Bk B2, S R A
ek B LT AR
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The third purpose for building an altar is to be
the place of prayer.

BURHIHE=AH R, IR #E S BT .
In Revelation 8:3-4 tells us that the prayer

offered by God's people are symbolized by
incense on the altar of God.

JR 73 )\ B = A PUAT IR BRAT, AR SR BRI
AR A Rk 5

Another angel, who had a golden censer, came
and stood at the altar. He was given much
incense to offer, with the prayers of all the
saints, on the golden altar before the throne.

A LR EE S, KIGESIR S
e A2 H WS, BRI —
IFil R A = 4 A P < b

The smoke of the incense, together with the

prayers of the saints, went up before God from

the angel's hand.
(Rev 8:3-4 NIV)

ST FRIHA AT AR 2EAE (I # , MR AR T —
[Fi) T 2 A

Let me ask you a question my listening friend
SREWA, ikFn AR —A )

Do you have an altar?

RAT A2 IRG ?

Do you have a place where you meet God on a
regular basis?

PRIE AT 20 H ER AT A (1) 1 5 ?

Do you have a place where you offer sacrifice
of praise and Thanksgiving to the Lord?

PRIEATA AN AR L AU AT B 2 2%
W5 ?

Do you have a place where you offer
intercession before God?

PRFEATAT — AR o 2 AR A 3 2

verses 9 to the end of Chapter 12 of the book
of Genesis...

(CERCUNIERTRR e Y F R E LI S R

gives us a clear example of how a man of God
can get out of the will of God... and start the
down hill descend.

KB TAT - MES YT, —DE
AT BTN S &, B B0E R

Verse 9 to the end of chapter 12.
A+ TR U RIS .
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Then Abram set out and continued toward the
Negev.

Je R NVAR 22 XTI AT p 2
Now there was a famine in the land, and

Abram went down to Egypt to live there for a
while because the famine was severe.

TG B L. RIYLEER, AR 28t T 21
el d, BARIRHEE .

As he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his
wife Sarai, “I know what a beautiful woman
you are.

R S, i 22 7GR U« FRANIE R
PR TN

When the Egyptians see you, they will say,
“This is his wife.” Then they will kill me but
will let you live.
BRNERARDL U EXRMMHZET , ik
AT RTR, EINRAEI .

Say you are my sister, so that [ will be treated

well for your sake and my life will be spared
because of you.”

SRR, AR FMIE T, AHRRAF T,
e B A RAF G . 7

When Abram came to Egypt, the Egyptians
saw that she was a very beautiful woman.
PENZ NS YIS PNWIF Y EVN /4
S TE

And when Pharaoh's officials saw her, they
praised her to Pharaoh, and she was taken into
his palace.

IREWI RS W T b, SRR A
o IANFPOT L Z I E %

He treated Abram well for her sake, and
Abram acquired sheep and cattle, male and

female donkeys, menservants and
maidservants, and camels.

IR2E N N SRR WA 22, AR 2245 T F
EZLEE SN T (NN AN AN

But the LORD inflicted serious diseases on
Pharaoh and his household because of Abram's
wife Sarai.

HRRIAE DR AR = 2 7O 2Rl R K S
e KL
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So Pharaoh summoned Abram. “What have
you done to me?” he said. "Why didn't you tell
me she was your wife?

PEEHA T AR K, Bl “ ORI FAT
et a Gl ? LA R B AR
LT

Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’so that |
took her to be my wife? Now then, here is your
wife. Take her and go!”

AR AT RS UK 2
TERRNZE 17 BIEIRIZE FAEIXZE, W] LLaly
g 7

Then Pharaoh gave orders about Abram to his
men, and they sent him on his way, with his
wife and everything he had.

(Gen 12:9-20 N1V)

TRILZEW MR AR == At 227, FHAb P
AHARIEE T .

Someone said the following.
AN
“Biblical truth is like the pinnacle of a steep,

slippery mountain...
“ B IR LI R SR 1

one step away and you find yourself on the
down-grade.”

HEGERH — DS T, 7

I believe this with all my heart.

BFT D[R] X i

I believe it is true for individual Christians.
PAE XX B — AN Bk i, AR I
o

And I believe it 1s true for churches.

HAE R B ot —Ff.

Abraham only took one step away from the
will of God . . . and the rest is history.

WA OB, BT THINE R, H
Ja R EE R o

Abraham did not go to Egypt right away.
WARSLZFEFEAE Rl & TR M
No.

BT IXFEAL

He went into the Negave first.

fboEH) “rad” %,

The Negave was only half way to Egypt.
R LA SR A iR
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He probably thought to himself... I can always
get back to Canaan.

fbrl fEX A AR, FBEIN AR T AR 230 R 2%

But it wasn't long before he turned his back on
his altar...

{HRE 2 A TT T 45835,
and folded his tent...
FEMR A L >k,

and packed his bags...
NGRS

and left the place which God had chosen for
him.

TRtk £ 3B

In verse 10 it says, “... there was famine in the
land...”
WA ICU: COIRHIEBE YL, 7
Abraham was hungry...

WAHPL AR T,

after all a man needs to eat.

N B EIZ 2R VG ] o

Please listen to me carefully.

DI

God did not tell him to go to Canaan... so he
could die.

AR IFBA MY Ak 230 R LR
“I will give you the land to you and your
descendants.”

Al BESUXHIG G VAR 56 . 7

In other words, Abraham's food and
Abraham's welfare are God's problem.

BRI v, e o ARSI YA
o

ZL o

Please listen carefully.
TR B DI WT o

You see: Egypt in the Scripture is the place to
go to... when you are running away from the
will of God.

PG, LR RERIIR K, AN
NHIEER 5 R T .

When Abraham was in the will of God...
MAARL AT M B =,

he came to Canaan and saw those mean and
fierce Canaanites. ..

fib ok 2R, i DR L PR 5 X AR )
FN
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but that didn't frazzle him one bit...

IR &SR UINER

but he built an altar and pitched his tent.
b SR T — B, SRR T IRA

But now that he is out of the will of God...
(L REABIRAE 2 TR B

he was fearful.

NIRRT =S S

All he could think of was his own safety!
b AR R 5 L) e 4 !

Well... in those days it was the prerogative of
Pharaoh to take any woman he wanted into his
house.

S I E 22 T A BAE A I =0 ) Lo N s 3t
BH,
If the woman is married. .. the ruler would

order the death of her husband... so he could
keep her himself.

WA CIS A L, 2 T LG Akt i
SR, AR R RO AT .

And Abraham did not like this part about the
killing of the husband.

AR IR AN B A AL SE I SE K
Sarah must have been a beautiful woman,
s — s R MREE R N,

even at the age of 65,

BRI AN+ 1S T,

and Abraham knew it.
(ERIA(SETERVEINI S

So, he asked her to join him in the big lie.
It LA SRR A — S e

“Say that you are my sister...”

CORPRUL R, 7

which is half true... because she was his half
sister.

R B, DA R i S A 1
ko

My listening friend, please listen to me very
carefully.

SRRIIINA, R DS 2
It is all the intention of the heart...
AIET OB,

and the intention of Abraham was to deceive
for self-protection.

WAABLE A T 3K B PRI B .
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Some 1800 years after Abraham,
FENVAR $ 5 LU Ja — T )\ 4,

a husband and wife named Annias and Saphira
agreed to lie to the Apostles,

(NP SRR 2 2L 1 SR TP R S
FEAES -

and they were stuck dead on the spot.

g R AbAT T = 58

Well, the immediate fruit of sin may not be
visible

AR, FATRFAS S EH LR ER,
the Bible says that sin is pleasurable for a
season.

LWL IR

Immediately Abraham was rewarded with
wealth and cattle and Pharaoh lavished gifts
upon him.

AR S5 R I IRAT V252 AR AX (K
E AU IE e S

But when God intervened. .. no doubt
Abraham reaped shame ... and
embarrassment.

(ISP FUIP1 NN P X SEVASIF/E /S QINEAIP
PRANHZ o

Despite Abraham's lack of trust... God
preserved him anyway.

BARWAR BRI B Z A5 O, (ESE AR R
ST b

In verse 17 it tells us, ... a great plague fell on
Pharaoh's household.”

23R URERAT, “HRAAR R
e LA e

Sarah's honor was preserved...

s AR S SR T,

despite of the selfish action of her husband.
AR SR AT At B ALK .

Listening friend,

SREMHAA

Christians who are the most vulnerable to sin
are those who think that because they have
been justified in the sight of God can live any
way they want.

A BANAE TP IR EAE, mlE L D243
AR, H L AT DR R AT
N
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And what God is saying to us today through
the failure of Abraham is this:

A KA A TG SIS S B

Put your whole trust in me... and I will direct
your path.

PREEL AR T, R8T IR 2% -

You don't need to run into Egypt.

PRAN R 335 Je 2

“For whoever wants to save his life will lose
it”

“NER A AR, e, 7
“But whoever loses his life for me will find it”
AR AR, BARE . 7

It is my prayer that you would say yes to Jesus.

AR A, AR IR IR, FIEE

And until we meet again, I wish you God’s
richest blessings.

FEAOR R AR ST R, R UG W



