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Hello, our listening friends.
SRENR, RE

If you are joining us for the first time, we are in
the midst of a study about the life of Abraham.
ARG IEAR D — MW BAT T H 6, 3k
AIIAE IEAE 7 2D WA Hr AT

In our last broadcast, I promised that I would tell
you more about Abraham between the ages of 86
and 99.

FE BRI H B, Pedg N2 YRR AR f2 5
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And that age was between the end of chapter 16
and the beginning of chapter 17 in the book of
Genesis

X BRI, wik BRI N
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And there is absolutely nothing recorded in the
word of God.
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Only those words,

XL,

Verse 16,

AT AT

“Abraham was 86 years old when Hagar bore
him Ishmael.”

SR EEAR 22 A2 LS B AR I, AR 224
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then in verse 1 of chapter 17,
RIEAE BRI AU,

It says that “When Abraham was 99 years old,
the Lord appeared to him and said ‘I am God
Almighty, walk before me and be blameless.””
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If you have your Bibles with you I want you to
mark in your Bibles.
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There is a thirteen year period of silence between
Genesis 16 and Genesis 17.

FEANEAC HNER - EE N, AT =8
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The Bible does not tell us... why there is such a
long silence.
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Please understand what I am trying to tell you.
i EORAE T BB 2255 URIR I o

This is only my own conjecture.

XA S RHEN .

There was nothing important during those 13
years that was worth recording.

R =R, JFRCAEM RS, 2
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and in the same way,

[FIFE R IE 2,

There is nothing significant that happens in your
life... when you are out of the will of God.

MR BRI S RN, ARG A
ATAEAT B R R

When Abraham and Sarah tried to interpret the
will of God... by what seems to be natural...

MAATRLFNRL,  BLAF S H AR A
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they marched right out of fellowshipping with
God.
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The moment they marched out of the will of

God...

HUE AT A B A Y 5 R

Ishmael was born and their spiritual growth was
stumped.
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This is the second time we see Abraham wander
into a period of spiritual stagnation.
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Do you remember... when did Abraham go out
of the will of God the first time?

PRGN =, At
e 2

Since I started making conclusions about the 13
year period of time in the life of Abraham... I
might as well continue.

WEAR B W AR 5 A i I+ =4 TR T
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During that period of time;

FEIR B IR

Most likely Abraham became more successful
than ever.

NEAF AR AT R RE AT B T
Most likely his influence in the community
became great.

fAEAE D, R AT BE R AT ) o

Most likely his reputation of being a hero for
rescuing Lot... made him an important citizen.

IR 13 Ty, AT R REALAL S X e
JUGE R BEIE D)

But most of all... Abraham thought everything
between him and the Lord was just great!

BAFENZ, WA A b i 2 18l R B
PR AR 1!

He probably thought that after he helped God
fulfill his promise...

b EVFIE AT H QTR Rt T A N VE 2
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he was living a perfect life of a gentleman
farmer...

MBSk — AT R 2, 3 5838 1K) bl 2k
o
no hassles...

BATALATIRRA,

no testing...
BATAEAT % 4
no family crisis...
B HKBE AL,
no financial crisis...
B A TEHISENL,

Abraham was probably thinking “God must be
pleased with me.”
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Everything must be A-OK because the waters of
life were smooth.

NI R, A i o — AU

My dear friend, I want you to listen very
carefully to what I am going to tell you.
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The times when the waters of your life are
smooth...

AR AR A= i TR RUGE ) B

it is a time when you should be concerned about
your relationship with the Lord.

S AR IV T T B R (1) DG 2R IR B¢

Abraham failed to recognize that smooth waters
don't always mean that God is pleased with us.

WARPI A NIEIX A, — I RURA— &
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Sometimes when the waters of life are smooth...
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it could mean... that spiritual stagnation has set
in.
AR IEACER S | R A A iR A

The hours when you are struggling and facing
crisis after crisis and you feel you are learning by
feeling the wind at your face...

1M 24 URANWT A5 LA ST — MR — A G
BN, PRIERAE M2

these are often the times when you and I are
growing the most.

FEAE Kl A2 B FE MY AR B e AR IR 21

God does not necessarily want comfortable
Christians.

FRFFAN 0 7 EERF 1E B AE

Read Acts 13...

|5 O [ 7 X L

and you will see how the apostles in spite of
harassment were "filled with joy and with the
holy spirit."

R KIEAEAE AT EEZ N, JO9R “hi
HOR MAER T . 7

When circumstances seem to be easy... and
comfortable...

{E 2 15 DU R R ST A8 R I A

it can mean that spiritual progress is at a
stand-still.
AREACRE, JER MRS T — MR
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I think that the main reason for Abraham's peace
of mind during those 13 years...

TN WAR B AR+ =52 b 2 PrEABE L
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was the fact that he lived with a false premise.

SRR RRLI TR Z o

He thought that Ishmael was the fulfillment of
God's promise.

A LA LASE A i il T VR o

And the Lord had to reprogram Abraham... out
of his self-satisfaction.

Bt Do 5 AN E AR b R W, AT A E
Fh Pl pe v A IR

The Lord had to re-orient Abraham... to the
painful truth.

PR B TR AT b T AR, A At )
X 5K

The Lord had to re-introduce Abraham... to the
big picture.

AT ELAL WA R RARE R,  EHE LR
I 28 35

So... on Abraham's 99th birthday... God pays
him a visit.

AL Y AR B2 R LU B, ) 4t 2
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Now if you have been keeping records... you

would have noticed that it had been 24 years

since God had given Abraham the promise in
Genesis 12.

WRARIEACAFHT LKL, IR I EY
LN Tl i SR S A SEAS S IVAZ SR IPEN R
CZAT YA T

But here in 17:1 for the first time God identifies
himself as “El-Shaddai”.

SRIMAE BB — X WL, oA 58— R W]
MAECE AR .

In other words he is saying to Abraham “I didn't
need your improvising... I only needed your
obedience.”

Ber)ilhid, MEERWARE.  CRATHE
fREMEEK, AT ERE M.

Then He commands Abraham,; ... “walk before
me and be blameless.”

FRAG ALY IR AR R 5 40
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You might ask, why has God given this
command to Abraham?

PREGIFZ ], FiR A4 S22 WA R IX A
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God is saying to Abraham "don't keep on
making the same mistake over and over and over
again

Pk 2 S UR I AA L5,
1M =REFERE A . 7
There is a note of comfort here for all of us.
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God's promises are never affected by our failure.
IEHE IR, MRAN I JATTH 2RI

2 EN .

Our failure is painful for us.

SRIORF FATIAR AR A A T 2 A

Our failure stunts our spiritual growth.

AT SR I B AT 1 e SR B 32 1 BELAG
Our failure hurts those around us.

FRATT AR SR I LS S P AT R R N 3405
But thank God... His promises remain the same.
(EE R, A K R VAN SR ) o

Here we are, we find Abraham at 99 and Sarah
at the age of 90...

FEIXH, BAE RS LS, m
eIt % .

and God is about to renew His work in their
lives.

1A R AEARAT B 2B dr b, EOB T2 A
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He changed the name from Abram to Abraham...
ABAEA AR 22 ) 44 5 o0 AR 5

and he changed the name Sari into Sarah.
SAGHICR I 44 7 O ST

Not only that...

AMEINLE,

But He is about to bless them with a son of their
own.

ML EWARZARAT, AR — B 2L
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Don't ever think that you are too old to
accomplish great things for God.

THAZNNIRE CHELKKN, AT
JR R

CNEIE .
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I don't mean having babies at old age...

AR EAESRAE S Z I PR 42,
but you could have spiritual children at any age.

M VRAEAET RS, AR AT 8 RN 1.

Even if you are physically unable to get around...
you can pray... and intercede better than most
people

BOAE R (KA I ANV TR DO b S, (HAREE K
Pl BN AT LU AT 2800 o AR AR

I want you to look very carefully at the first 8
verses of Chapter 17, of the book of Genesis

THRF ARG e B ek W4,

while God is talking to Abraham about the
fulfillment of his promise of a child by His
supernatural intervention...

P AAR S 5, AR T AR
FEVARRL AT — A 1% RSO Al R BRI
Abraham was thinking all the time about
Ishmael.
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But not until you get to verses 15 and 17 that you
realize what is happening here

(HR RS BREE T F Ry, R4 X
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God was telling Abraham: “I will do the
impossible.”

A YR AR B2 57« BB AT REMI . 7
The Lord was thinking of Sarah as well.

A IR A SR

All of a sudden... Abraham probably stopped

half-way through his thought and says...
“What?”

AR AR H AL S, KA
fbsfE 1, W, “Aar

"No you don't really mean that God.”
CRIBT L AZEIE L

“You have already given me a son by Sarah
through Hagar.”

“RELMFE R TR LT, 7

“Lord... Ishmael is already born... surely he is the
boy you want."
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Have you ever thought you have heard the Lord...
when you basically have heard the voice of your
desire?

PRI G LA AR 2 T A, s
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Have you ever thought you were in the will of
God... when you were actually doing what you
wanted to do?

PR G 2 N VRTEAT TR, sk
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Have you ever been convinced about something
to be the will of God? ... then you face a rude
awakening that it was not the Lord at all!

i, IR BEAEELMIER, X
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Poor old Abraham.
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Now every bit of human wheeling and dealing
for the past 13 years are going up in smoke.
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Why do you suppose God waited for so long?
VRS R AT A BT A A A BEF A AW ?

Because geriatric maternity wards are not
commonplace...

PR v A AN S T S Y
and often God works when the very last human
possibility has been exhausted.

MAMEE AN T A AT INE R A
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Only when you come to the end of your tattered
rope... that He leads you and hands you a silken
cord.
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Only when your small boat begins to sink in the
middle of the ocean that He would invite you
aboard a large ship.

MEAT 2R R N IE VR R R TP PR SO I
A 2 AT AR _E At

For 13 years Abraham pinned his hopes on
Ishmael...

R =K, AR A Ay S A FEAE D
A5 L,

but now his heart is throbbing with heartache...
BUAEAD Lo 27 ) 1 B



103. and probably to soften the blow in verse 21 God
says;
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104. “My covenant [ will establish with Isaac when
Sarah will bear you a child at this time next
year.”

“RIBEIXINY, R iR R, K
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105. We have come to the end of our time with you
this broadcast.
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106. Please tune in next time, we will learn more
about what this visit from the Lord meant.
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107. Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing
FEAOOR G AR SR, T I DL



