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1. Hello, listening friends. 

��������	 

2. We are delighted you tuned in today. 


���
���������� 

3. Today, we are going to start a new series of 

messages called, “Blessed to be a Blessing,” 


�������������� �!�

"#$�%&'	 

4. and it comes from the writing of I Peter. 

(� )*+,-.	 

5. Before we start, I want to ask you an important 

question. 

���� /-�0�1���2��1!# 

6. Have you ever experienced God to be stripping 

you of some thing or someone important in your 

life? 

�343567�89�:;<
2��=

>?@ABC 

7. Has the Lord ever taken away something that 

you thought was your security? 

3D�EF"��GH��IJK�:;<

L�	 

8. Have you ever felt that you lost something that 

you thought to be your identity? 

�MNOPQ�D�RF�ST�UVWX

�?@C 

9. What do I mean by this? 

��YZ"� 

10. There are things or people in your life that are so 

intertwined with your identity, 

3D?@>3D=�[�:;<\5]F�

�UV^_	 

11. we feel that, if we ever give them up, we will 

never be the same; 

��`,�abcd(D���ef�gh

:i	 

12. and, then, when the Lord begins to work in our 

lives, 

jk�l8�me���:;n� 

13. He starts taking those things away. 

oe��9(D?@AB	 

14. When the Lord starts pulling that security 

blanket away from us, we feel the hurt; 

lI��9��pqr�stuL�n��

�vuw
xy� 

15. but, then, later, we see that God had a higher 

purpose in what He’s doing. 

z{|��E}�8�~F3�����	 

16. Have you ever felt that you have placed your 

confidence in someone, like your spouse or your 

child, 

�M59������[��=�U��C

�a�����>����� 

17. or, have you placed your hopes in something 

like achievements or higher education? 

>��9������[{��]e�>�

����	 

18. Have you ever placed your whole confidence in 

any of these things 

�M59t�������[���={�

��C 

19. and, then, has something happened that stripped 

these things away? 

|��:Q�D{������OPQ��	 

20. I have had such experiences, 

�e3(��56	 

21. and, today, I’m going to talk to you from both 

the voice of experience and the Word of God. 


�����V���=�56� ¡�V

�8�¢	 

22. If you are ever going to do something 

worthwhile for God, 

ab����F8£D3¤¥�{� 

23. you will experience the stripping away of the 

source of your confidence. 

�¦jvOP§D�pqr�GH	 

24. You know that, when the stripping takes place, 

you do one of two things. 

�¨©�Cl�OP�pqr�?@n��

ª�3«¬­®	 
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25. You try to hold on your source of pride and your 

comfort more tenaciously, 

�vf¯���°±²§D�³�F´�µ

0�uws��?@¶ 

26. or, you cry out to God with words like, “God, 

don’t take that from me.” 

>��·8¸¹º�8»�f�AB(D	 

27. Almost always, whenever that happens in our 

lives, 

¼l(¬½¾�:n� 

28. we have a hard time seeing our stripping as a 

blessing. 

��¿"Ef}�(DÀOÁÂ"Ã'	 

29. It is only later on that we look back with the eyes 

of faith, not sight, and see the hand of God. 

Ä3l{7ÅÆQ���Ç7È��É7�

��ÊË�ÌE}8�Í~QDÎÏ	 

30. There is one thing about God stripping you of 

your source of security, 

8L��pqr�ÐÑ"3ÒÓ�� 

31. whatever that source of security may be. 

fÔ��ÐÑ"ÎÏ	 

32. It is because God wants to build you up with His 

security. 

o(Ï£�"ÓFo*Õ�]F��GH� 

33. That is always the purpose of God. 

·�(�"8���� 

34. God wants to build you up in having your 

confidence placed in the right place, 

8�Ö×�[ØÙ�WÚ������	 

35. and, today, I want to tell you about how God did 

this to a man called Peter. 


���ÛÜ��8aÝ��+,(�=	 

36. You will not understand the epistle of  I Peter 

until you understand Peter, the man; 

ab�fRÞ+,(�=��eßàáâ+

,-.	 

37. so, let’s look at Peter, the man, and see him in 

the Word of God. 

e0��É78�¢��E+,"ã���

�=	 

38. Peter, the man, is a rich study of a person who 

Jesus systematically and consistently stripped of 

all the things that gave him confidence. 

Iäåæçµ
3èé��9+,pqr�

?@�ê�êAB�ëì�:;]F�íî

ïðñ��ò.	 

39. Jesus stripped Peter of all the things that gave 

him outward courage. 

äåABQë+,ójô3õö/÷���

?@¶ 

40. Jesus stripped Peter of all the things that gave 

him the feeling of self-adequacy. 

äåABQë+,uw*,*ø���?

@¶ 

41. Jesus stripped Peter of all the things that put his 

pride in the wrong places and on the wrong 

things. 

äåABQ+,p3fù3�ú´	 

42. Why? 

FÎÏC 

43. Let me tell you a personal story. 

0�ÛÜ��*Õ��{	 

44. I remember, when I was a young man, 

�û,l�üýn� 

45. I was going through one of those difficult times. 

�þ���
���nç	 

46. I asked an older and wiser man why this was 

happening to me. 

����X3���æ��FÎÏ�v	


��C 

47. He said to me, “It is because God loves you so 

much.” 

ìÛÜ��ÓF8���Q	 

48. I remember saying to myself at that time, 

�û,ln��*Õº� 

49. “I wish He did not love me that much.” 

�
��8f�(Ï��� 

50. That was a foolish response on my part, 

ÁÂ�
"��� 

51. but I was younger then and I had to learn the 

lesson that Peter learned. 

§n��üýQ��¦���+,p���

��	 

52. Why would Jesus strip away everything that 

gave Peter courage and self-confidence? 

FÎÏäå�AB§D0+,���µëì

*�,Y����C 

53. Why would He take away Peter’s security? 

8FÎÏ�L�+,�ÐÑC 
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54. Jesus removed Peter’s false confidence in order 

to build him up as a man who had confidence in 

God alone. 

äå9ì§�����AB�FQ���+

,���Ð8���	 

55. God did it to me in order to build me up as a man 

who has confidence only in God, 

8[�U� "(Ï£�FQë�]F��

�Ð8�=	 

56. and God will do it to you in order to build you up 

as a man or a woman of God whose confidence 

is in God alone. 

8[�U� v(Ï£�F�ë�]F��

�Ð8�=	 

57. The Lord has repeated that experience in my life 

several times, 

[�:;<�80���W56	 

58. but I’ll never forget, at the age of 21, 

�� �!l� 21"n� 

59. when I was standing under the blue sky of a 

foreign country, 

�#[$�/%���&:�'()	 

60. I did not know anybody. 

*�fRÞ� 

61. Absolutely no one! 

��RÞ�=�43	 

62. And I knew in my heart that no one knew where 

I was except the Lord. 

��)¨©�+QIäå�43=¨©�[

,)	 

63. Here I was, thousands of miles away from all of 

my security. 

�-..�[§)�p3�GH�[/)/

0	 

64. I was thousands of miles from all of my family 

and friends. 

���=���[/)/0� 

65. I was thousands of miles from all of the familiar 

surroundings that I’ve ever had, 

�·�p12��[/)/0� 

66. and I stood there all alone. 

e���=#[§)� 

67. I had absolutely nothing and nobody except the 

Lord, 

+QI���ßp3	 

68. and I heard the voice of the Lord whispering in 

my ear, 

��}Iý3��º# 

69. “Michael, when you got Me, you got 

everything!” 

45�3Q���e3Q��� 

70. Today, many years later, 

6ü|�n7
8� 

71. that experience and that knowledge has been an 

incredible blessing in my life. 

ln�56��p�w��Â["�:;<

9:;�'<	 

72. I was able to understand what Peter finally 

understood after 3 and 1/3 years in fellowship 

with Jesus. 

+,=Iäå>?Q@üA|B�CD�

{�� CDQ	 

73. You could never understand the first epistle of 

Peter until you understand Peter, the man, who 

was remodeled, rebuilt and reconstructed. 

ab�fQâ+,(�=��eßàáâ+

,.��ì�:;"E82�Fm�2��

�G��	 

74. Peter’s name occurred in all 4 gospels. 

HI'J.�KwQ+,�LM� 

75. In fact, Peter’s name occurs more times in all of 

the gospels than any of the other apostles. 

{Â��['J.)�+,�LM�ÁNO

ó�LM)P�QR�6¶ 

76. Peter spoke more often than all of the other 

apostles put together. 

+,º�¢��ÁNp3Oóº�¢SG�

T6¶ 

77. In fact, Peter more boldly confessed Christ than 

all of the other apostles. 

{Â��+,�ÁNOó�÷�URäå"

VW¶ 

78. Peter interrupted, interfered with, intruded on 

and tempted Jesus more than any of the others, 

z+, �ÁNOó�6�XYäå�¢�

Z[\]äå�^7_`äå¶ 

79. and Peter was rebuked far more than all of the 

others. 

an�+,Eäåbc�QR 6,6	 

80. If you really want to know a little bit about 

Peter’s personality, 

ab�d6Qâ�D+,��e� 
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81. try to think of someone who is independent. 

Ä�dd§D�*~If�=� 

82. Try to think of someone who is the kind of 

person who is an expert on almost everything. 

dd§D*RF��gh�=	 

83. While I was studying about this kind of person 

that Peter was, 

l��ij+,(k=n� 

84. I was reminded of this story. 

�edG(��{	 

85. There was once a man who was always bragging 

about what a great sharp-shooter he was. 

K-3�=�hhlm*Õ�nà6Ïop� 

86. He was a duck hunter. 

ìqXrs�	 

87. Now, one day, he went hunting and took a quiet 

friend with him. 

3��ìµPts�Q�(Qìu²��v

wxy���	 

88. As they were walking along looking for ducks to 

shoot, 

lì�z{,)3s�ªXn� 

89. he was talking on and on and on. 

ì�|}}f~	 

90. He told his friend that no duck ever got away 

from him. 

ìÛÜì����43�Äs��,7ì�

n�	 

91. He told his friend that he was a good marksman. 

ìº�*Õ"��8nÍ	 

92. He told his friend that he never missed a shot, 

ìº�ì����ß�O	 

93. and, while he was bragging, a duck flew by. 

Ølì*�,Yn��Äs��7� 

94. He took aim and fired, 

ì�����n� 

95. but the duck flew away unscathed. 

zs�sjß���BQ	 

96. He stopped for a minute and then he said to his 

friend, 

7Q�v�ì���º� 

97. “My friend, you are now witnessing a miracle.” 

�ª�Ê��Q��8�»� 

98. “There flies a dead duck.” 

�s��jv��� 

99. Peter was first introduced to the Lord Jesus by 

his brother, Andrew. 

+,9�"�ì���s,����äå

�	 

100. Andrew was his younger brother and he was 

much quieter than Peter. 

s,�"+,����zìs�6Q� 

101. Andrew was the very opposite of Peter. 

s,�¡+,�tfa	 

102. Andrew comes home one day and is 

uncharacteristically ecstatic. 

3��s,�Çw(��­h�����Q	 

103. He said, “Peter! Peter, we have found Him.” 

ìº#+,�+,���{woQ� 

104. “You have got to come and see Him.  We have 

found the Messiah!” 

�����E���{w���Q� 

105. What do you think the kind of person that Peter 

was would have been thinking right now? 

�d��+,§��=�lnvãÏdC 

106. Peter probably thought to himself, 

+,
ª�"(Ïd�# 

107. “Well, if the Messiah is here, then sooner or 

later, He will come to me for advice.” 

ab
"����o ¡v�{��oKY

}�	 

108. Do you know people like that? 

�RÞ(k�=�C 

109. Peter probably have been thinking that the 

Messiah will need his help. 


ª�+,d����¢�ì�Ö×	 

110. Can’t you just hear Peter saying, “Oh yes, God 

can do anything but, normally, it takes someone 

like me to help God out,” 

� £ª��w+,º�f¤�8"ßpf

���zhh8 ¢��(��=�ÖÖo	 

111. and that is why, throughout these 3 and 1/3 

years, 

Ó¥�[§@üA)� 

112. Jesus had to strip Peter down of his false 

self-confidence. 

äå¦�+P+,§���*��	 

113. Why did Jesus strip him of all his 

self-confidence? 

äåFÎÏ�+P+,�*���C 
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114. So that He may build him up to be a powerhouse 

for God. 

(��äåÌ�2���+,�]F8��

¦p	 

115. Please listen carefully to what I am going to tell 

you. 

�§����ÛÜ��� 

116. Nobody can be a powerhouse for God, 

43��=�]F8��¦p¶ 

117. no one can be effective for God, 

43��=�3¨WE8ë©¶ 

118. if they have false confidence. 

abì�ªj3���*��	 

119. Jesus stripped Peter down in order that He may 

build him up in God’s confidence. 

äå¦�«¬­+,�Ì���Gì�8�

��	 

120. Let me give you several incidences to show you 

the systematic way that the Lord Jesus was 

working on Peter. 

0�®¯�°���evCD�äåaÝ±

�e²�me+,	 

121. It is my prayer that God will teach us all this 

very important lesson today. 

�³¹8
�e�´��(D2����� 

122. I pray that you will surrender and not resist. 

�¹80�µY¶·¸�kf�¹º	 

123. Where were Peter’s places of security? 

+,�GH"ÎÏC 

124. They were in two basic areas. 

I�[«Úþ# 

125. First, 

»�� 

126. he had confidence in his expertise of the sea and 

fishing; 

ì�*Õ¼½�¾¿�q�5À
3*�	 

127. and, second, 

»Á� 

128. Peter had outward courage and self-adequacy; 

+,ÂÞ7=�*��Ã	 

129. and Jesus honed in on these two areas in Peter’s 

life like laser-beam. 

�"äå©ÄËÅ�ÆÉÇ�È<[+,:

;�(«Úþ�ÉÊì	 

130. You will find this first story in Luke, Chapter 5, 

verses 1 to 11. 

»�ê{�ûË[ÌS'J»ÍÎ1-11�	 

131. Peter was fishing all night and caught nothing. 

+,ÏÐX¿�ÎÏ 4X²	 

132. Normally, when fishermen are working such 

hard physical labor all night like this, 

hhlÑöÏÐÒyÓÇ� 

133. throwing out the nets and drawing them in and 

finding nothing in them, 

fY�ÔÕ�Õ�J�ßpÖ	 

134. and they keep doing this all night long, 

ÏÐf×Ø~� 

135. then, they get home in the morning completely 

weary. 

¡ÙÇw(\ÚÛÇÜ	 

136. This is what Peter had been doing all night and 

he was exhausted, 

+,e"(�ÏÐÒÓ�\5ÝÞQ	 

137. but as he got back to shore in the early hours of 

the morning, 

lìß¡Çwàá� 

138. he saw a large crowd to whom Jesus was 

preaching. 

ìE}äåØ[��âã=�©� 

139. Instead of going home to sleep, he stopped to 

hear Jesus. 

�"ì×%���ä43Ç(å`	 

140. After preaching, Jesus saw a couple of boats that 

belonged to Peter. 

äå��©�E}+,�«Äæ� 

141. Jesus got into the boat and said to Peter, “Let’s 

go into the middle of the lake.” 

äåe�Qæ��+,º�9æ�wç<�

P	 

142. What do you imagine Peter was thinking? 

�d�+,lnãÏdC 

143. Peter did what the Lord commanded, 

+,èjg²äå�éêP£� 

144. but probably Peter was embarrassed 

z+,ª�uw
4þ�� 

145. because good fishermen were never seen in the 

lake in the middle of the day; 

ÓF43��ëÊ�Ñö�v[8Øl<n�

9æ�wç<�P�� 

146. but he went along anyway. 

zìT"g£Q	 
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147. Then, in the middle of the lake, Jesus said, 

“Okay, Peter, throw your nets.” 

wQç<��äåº�+,�P[%Õì� 

148. By that time, what do you think Peter was 

thinking? 

wQ(�ní�+,µãÏd�C 

149. “Okay, Jesus, I went along with You for the ride, 

but for me to throw the nets at high noon is 

foolishness.” 

�ì�äå�wP[Fî������z�

�[â<ï�níÔÕ�§"Dð»� 

150. “I am embarrassed enough to be seen in the 

middle of the lake at high noon.” 

âñÊE²�[<ï9æ�wç<���\

5òóô�� 

151. “Now, You want me to look like a fool and fish 

in the middle of the day!” 

�T���õö���[8Øl<n¾¿C 

152. “Lord, you have to understand.  I have a 

reputation to protect.” 

I»���¨©��T�þ��� 

153. “After all, I have a name to live up to.” 

�¿,÷ø��L3ì� 

154. Let me ask you a question. 

����1� 

155. Have you been where Peter was? 

�MN?[+,a��½ù<C 

156. Have you ever thought that you knew more than 

the Lord? 

�MNRF�*Õ�Iú,6C 

157. Have you ever been where the very point of your 

knowledge is challenged by God? 

�MNþ�8·��¨Þ�ûüC 

158. Have you ever been where the very essence of 

your self-confidence is challenged by God? 

�MNþ�8·��*���ûüC 

159. Have you ever been tempted to either scoff or 

resist both? 

�"N`,�(Dûü
ªý�>�þíe

d¹ºì�C 

160. Some of you know the rest of the story. 

3D��¨©�+,(Q	
��b	 

161. They caught so many fish that the boat was 

going to sink. 

ì�Õ�Q£6¿�^7æ�¯��v%P

Q	 

162. They caught more fish than they could carry. 

ì�Õw�¿��7æp��Ë�	 

163. In fact, they caught enough fish to fill two boats. 

{Â��§�p¾w�¿��ò�ø«�æ	 

164. This was Peter’s first stripping down. 

("+,»�Q¸��	 

165. His first lesson hit him hard at the point of his 

confidence. 

ìp��»������ì�*��3
â

�X�	 

166. What was Jesus doing? 

äå[§)£QÎÏC 

167. He was making sure that, when Peter becomes a 

powerhouse for God, 

ì�Ù��l+,]F8��¦pn� 

168. his self-boasting would be completely under the 

control of the Holy Spirit of God. 

+,*â*ø�����ò�t�[	
�

�á/%	 

169. Please tune in next time to hear about Peter’s 

second stripping-down. 

�û���%�Q�������+,»Á

QE���56	 

170. We will see the stripping of Peter’s puffed up 

courage. 

���E8ã�AB+,��</÷� 

171. We will see Peter’s reaction when he and his 

friends are threatened by a ferocious storm at 

sea. 

���E+,�ì�ñ
�ã�þ����

����	 

172. Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessings. 

µ8ââ�%'���%Q���v	 


