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BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING – 4 

 

 

1. Hello, listening friends. 

��������	 

2. It is thrilling for us to know that you are tuned in 

to listen to this program 

�
��
��������������

�������	 

3. and we have just begun a series of messages 

from I Peter. 

���
� !"#�$%&'�()*+

,-	 

4. In the last few messages, we looked at Peter, the 

man. 

�,./��0���123*+4"56

�7	 

5. Peter was a man who was stripped down of all 

his false confidence; 

*+89:;�<=3>?@AB�&C� 

6. then, he was rebuilt as a man who had 

confidence in God alone. 

DE9FG>�HIJJ&K9�7	 

7. Now, we will be able to understand what he said 

when he was inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

L���MNOPQ�>RST�UVW�

X3	 

8. If you have a Bible, please turn to I Peter. 

YZ�[S\�]^
*+,-	 

9. We will look at the first 12 verses of the first 

chapter over the next few broadcasts. 

�_`O./���0���aO2b!c

�,de�\f� 

10. Peter is going to teach us how to count our 

blessings. 

*+gh���Yijklm	 

11. Many years ago, I learned a song in Sunday 

School that has literally become one of the 

principles in my life. 

no,��pqr0r�!st���u�

HI��7vwxy	 

12. It goes like this: 

tz4{6�| 

13. Count your blessings, name them one by one. 

p�lm66}aj� 

14. It will surprise you what the Lord has done. 

~
����������	 

15. Throughout my life, this favorite chorus of mine 

has become life practice. 

��!v������{s�V������

���v��	 

16. Not only that, 

��Y�� 

17. but I have endeavored to teach this principle to 

my children. 

����gh�������{"��	 

18. Let me give you a very valuable piece of advice. 

�����!"������ 

19. If you would like to make one resolution that 

will bless you for the rest of your life, 

YZ�a�`!"
 �¡¢R£�¤¥� 

20. it would be this. 

G4{!"	 

21. You begin every single morning and every 

single day with the habit of counting your 

blessings. 

¦H§¨©ª!
�Gjkplm�«¬	 

22. If you are a visually oriented person, then write 

your blessings down and then read them. 

YZ��­®¯°T±�G]��V[�l

m²`O³)´2� 

23. Every morning. 

§¨µ¶}{·¸	 

24. If you are an audio-oriented person, record them 

on a tape recorder and listen to them. 

YZ���®¯°T±�G]��V[�l

m¹�º»¶³)´�� 

25. Every morning. 

§¨µ¶}{·¸	 

26. Add to them every week as God blesses you. 

§"¼½�9�lm¾¶=� 

27. Do whatever it takes. 

¿ÀÁÂ·ÃÄ� 
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28. Use whichever method works for you. 

Åa4:�[Æ�� 

29. Just do it. 

G{·¸	 

30. Count your blessings every day. 

§¨}ajklm� 

31. Why? 

IÂ·Ç 

32. To remind yourself every single day of the 

blessings of God that are really too many to 

number. 

GMN§¨�È)´�9�lm��ÉÊ+

n�Ëj	 

33. In Psalm 40, the Psalmist said they are too many 

to count. 

�Ì 40Ì�ÍÎW�9VÏ�ÐÑÒn��

MËj	 

34. I know there are days when some of you do not 

feel that you are particularly blessed, 

�ÓÔ�[�Õ�Ö®+)´�×Ø� 

35. but the truth is you are more blessed than you 

realize. 

ÙÑ�¶���ÚÛ)´4nÜÝ�7	 

36. You are blessed more than you ever think or 

imagine or dream. 

�V+�Ý�Þ�ßßàá�V
âã�V


äâ�� 

37. Just take the time and focus on the blessings of 

God. 

Åa�å@�æ�ç�èâ9Vé�lm�

GMN3 

38. The problem with many of us is that we find it 

easy to count our troubles and our problems, 

���êëG4�ìíî2�)´�ïðñ

òó� 

39. and, yet, we find it hard to count our blessings. 

ô��íî2�)´V+��Ýõ	 

40. I heard a story about two men. 

��ö!"÷Ñ�[ø"7� 

41. They were good friends and believers, 

>�}4ùúû��4���	 

42. but they were having a very hard time in their 

business; 

Ù>��v�üý�þ�òó� 

43. and one said to the other, 

Þ�!"G:�!"W| 

44. “I need blessings that are not in disguise.” 

��a�[\ö����Ý� 

45. On the other hand, I once knew a man who saw a 

blessing in everything. 

Ù���	!"7�>�
Ñ¶}2�9�

éÝ	 

46. He was so thankful for the blessings of God in 

his life 

>:9�>v��Vé�Ýõ���l� 

47. that this man was able to turn every problem into 

an opportunity. 


�>MN�V[ý��òó���I>�

�Ö	 

48. Any problem that he had, he turned into an 

affirmation of the blessings of God and 

thanksgiving. 

¿À>üýÂ·êë�>}��49�lm�

�4>�l	 

49. Even when a friend told him he had bad breath, 

his response was, 

Ò�[!"��:>W>[���>�D�

�W|  

50. “Bad breath is better than no breath at all!” 

����¯�õ�	� 

51. He was glad that he was breathing. 

>I3)´�
�����	 

52. It is ironic that the people who are bored most in 

life 

 !"�4�?@®+)´�v��#$¿

%�7� 

53. are those who have so many blessings; 

&�4?@�[Ýõ�7� 

54. and, often, they are the ones who do not 

recognize their blessings. 

Ù>���2��{@Ý'	 

55. Sometimes, those who have the least are the 

most thankful. 

[��66}�[�7�&×4 Ö�l�

7	 

56. The Apostle Peter was a man who was 

overwhelmed with the blessings of God in 

Christ Jesus –  

 û*+G4!"��¢\(9)*+,ù

úVé�ÉÊlm��R�-.�7	 

57. so much so that he begins his epistle by counting 

his blessings. 


�>V²�-&�!
�Gjk9�lm	 
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58. He counts these seven-fold blessings in the 

following order: 

>/0/1��9Vé�23Ýõ!!jk

(O	 

59. The first blessing is the blessings of God’s call 

and election to salvation. 

b!�G49�4567��+8l�Ýõ� 

60. You will find this in verses 1 and 2 of Chapter 1. 

{49:�b!c 1-2�	 

61. The second blessing is the blessing of the new 

birth. 

be�G43v�Ýõ� 

62. Verse 3 of Chapter 1. 

�b!cb 3�	 

63. The third is the blessing of a living hope. 

b;3Ýõ�G4�<�=>� 

64. That is also in verse 3. 

��b;�0	 

65. The fourth blessing is the blessing of an 

inheritance. 

b?3Ýõ�G4¨¶�ù@� 

66. It’s found in verse 4 of Chapter 1. 

�b!cb 4�	 

67. The fifth is the blessing of God’s protection and 

security. 

bA3Ýõ�G49�BCñDE� 

68. It’s found in verse 5 of Chapter 1. 

�b!cb 5�	 

69. The sixth is the blessing of suffering for the sake 

of Christ. 

bF3Ýõ4�IùúRG� 

70. Verses 6 to 9 of Chapter 1, 

�b!cb 6-9�	 

71. and the seventh is the blessing of grace. 

b23Ýõ�G49�8l� 

72. Verses 10 to 12. 

b 10-12�	 

73. Let’s look at these seven-fold blessings together. 

���!HO2{23Ýõ| 

74. First, Peter begins by expressing gratitude to 

God for his sovereign call upon us, 

s1�*+�I9�NJ�K
�4��	 

75. His blessing of saving us from eternal hell and 

damnation. 

JéÝ³���L8��MNOß�PQ�

ñRS�TU	 

76. Peter expresses gratitude to God for the promise 

of Heaven for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

*+�I9�³V�+,ùú0�7[¶¨

W�XY� 

77. Without faith in Jesus Christ, no one can go to 

Heaven. 

�Z&+,ùú�7}�
¶¨W	 

78. Do you know Jesus? 

��	+,[Ç 

79. Today, you can. 

\¨�GMNO�	J	 

80. In the Old Testament, the people of Israel were 

called the “chosen people.” 

�]^�_�N`%a8bI7a� 

81. They were chosen by God, 

>�49V67�	 

82. but the entire New Testament from beginning all 

the way to the end 

�#^0�cd�e� 

83. teaches us that the church of Jesus Christ, 

}gh���+,ùú�gÖ� 

84. which is made up of all the true believers in 

Jesus Christ 

�G4V[Z&+,ùú�&ûçfHO� 

85. all over the world, 

gh�ijklR�� 

86. are called the “chosen people of God.” 

}8bI9�7a	 

87. Whether you look in Ephesians or Corinthians, 

�À4�NmV-�non-&� 

88. or Romans or Galatians or Colossians, 

pq-�¾rì-�stpt-� 

89. it is very clear believers in Jesus Christ are 

chosen by God. 

}©uWÓ��+,ùú0�&û�}49

V67�	 

90. In verse 1 of Chapter 1 of I Peter, 

*+,-b!cb!�� 

91. Peter, the man, reconstructed by God, 

893#FG�*+� 

92. calls Christians in Asia Minor, 

b?@�vwtw�ùúû� 

93. whether they were Hebrews or if they were 

Gentiles, 

�À4xyO7sz{7� 
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94. “chosen according to the knowledge of God the 

Father.” 

b>�4�0|9�1�867�7	 

95. My listening friends, let me ask you this. 

������]ê�� 

96. Do you believe that you are saved because of 

your good works? 

�Z&)´+8�4
I��}Ï[Ç 

97. Do you believe that you are saved because of 

your superior intelligence? 

�Z&)´+8�4
I�R3�~g�

[Ç 

98. Do you believe that you are saved because you 

are a good man or a good woman? 

�Z&)´+8�4
I�4"�7[Ç 

99. Do you believe that you are saved because you 

are a righteous person? 

�Z&)´+8�4
I�4"���7

[Ç 

100. If you believe any of these things, 

YZ�4{·Z&�X� 

101. then, chances are you are not a grateful person in 

life. 

?·���M
�4!"Ö�l�7� 

102. Chances are you are not a thankful person in life. 

��M
�4!"��Il�7	 

103. My listening friend, what I am going to tell you 

is very important. 

�������a���!��3a�Ñ	 

104. As a young man, it took me a while to 

understand this biblical truth; 

��o����å3��!��æ�ÓÔS

\{"�P	 

105. but, when I understood it, 

!��ÓÔ3� 

106. it revolutionized my life. 

��"v��v3������	 

107. I used to think that I must earn my salvation, 

�O�NI~�)´=��8l� 

108. but, one day, I began to comprehend this 

incredible truth –  

Ù[!¨��
�ÓÔ{"Ð���P	 

109. that God knew me, 

9�	� 

110. that God called me, 

9�4�� 

111. that God chose me, 

967�� 

112. that God saved me before the earth was formed. 

Ò�{"R���[�H�,�9G�\L

83�	 

113. Beginning with that day, I am on my knees 

every day thanking God for the gift of salvation. 

c?¨H��§¨}�`�I9�é³�8

l	 

114. From that day on, I am happy to be vulnerable. 

c?¨H��I)´������� 

115. I’m happy to be called names by those who do 

not believe. 


*�&û������	 

116. Why? 

IÂ·Ç 

117. Because I have received the greatest blessing 

that I got from God. 


I��\+�9Vé� þÝõ	 

118. Let me tell you about my pride as a young man. 

�������o���Õn· ¡	 

119. Do you know what I mean by “pride?” 

�ÚÛ ¡��è[Ç 

120. Do you have any of that? 

�4" ¡�7[Ç 

121. When this truth began to penetrate my life, 

��VÓÔ��P¢£��v���� 

122. it changed my lifestyle. 

��3��v�Ã¤� 

123. It changed my ethics. 

��3��¥P¦� 

124. It changed my morality. 

��3��Û§¦� 

125. Everything within me began to be penetrated by 

this incredible truth. 

�¨C�!©}8{Ð���Pª«3	 

126. Of course, my pride did not like this truth. 

�D��� ¡5���{�P� 

127. Oh yes, my pride fought very hard. 

� ¡�C[�þ�¬­� 

128. Oh yes, my pride would not easily accept this 

truth. 

�� ¡�íY�_R{�P� 
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129. My pride wanted to take at least some of the 

credit for my salvation. 

�� ¡�I���VN
+8�)´nn

®®[¯°±²� 

130. My pride wanted to boast about my salvation. 

�� ¡�âI)´+8�³�� 

131. My pride wanted to get glory for myself, 

�� ¡��´µ)��¶·	 

132. but the Bible does not give me any such thing, 

ÙS\¸i�[��{@� 

133. and that is why I Peter 1:1 & 2 tells us 


�*+,-!c 1-2������ 

134. that our salvation is entirely the work of the holy 

trinity. 

���8l�¸i4;!�9V¸H�	 

135. God, the Father, chose us. 

|967��� 

136. God, the Son, redeemed us. 

9��¹8º��� 

137. God, the Holy Spirit, called and sealed us, 

ST�4�5l»��� 

138. and this is the blessing of God’s election. 

{G4967�Ýõ	 

139. My listening friends, let me ask you this. 

������]ê�� 

140. When was the last time you thanked God for the 

blessing of His election of you to believe and be 

saved? 

�¼\I39�67���Z&J�+8�

Ýõ�l[Ç 

141. If you are not saved, you can ask God to give 

you His salvation. 

YZ���[+8��MN½9é³�8l	 

142. He promised never to reject anyone who asks 

Him. 

J�Xö�
¾J¿½�7�J}�ÖÀÁ	 

143. Secondly, we have the blessing of the new birth. 

be���a2�3v��Ýõ	 

144. In verse 3, Peter said God has given us a new 

birth. 

b;�*+W�9é³���3v�	 

145. The new birth, or the second birth, is very 

different from the first birth. 

3vs#v�ñ���O�v�þ�ZÂ	 

146. You may have heard it called being “born 

again.” 

�3v�G43#Ãv!/	 

147. People of the world cannot understand what 

being born again means. 

j¶�7�ÓÔ�3v���Ä� 

148. Only those who are born again of the spirit of 

God can comprehend what it really means. 

Å[)*9�T�[3v\(�7��Æ+

Þ�����Ä	 

149. The people of the world who are not born of the 

spirit of God cannot understand it. 

j¶�[\ö9�T3v�7�4¿ÄÓÔ

�	 

150. Part of the problem in our world is that we are 

trying to change people’s behavior. 

L\{"jk�êë�G����âa��

7��ÏI	 

151. We are asking those who are not born again to 

live like those who are born again, 

��a½?@�[3v�7�ö!"3v�

7�v�	 

152. but the people of the world are not born again, 

Ùj¶�7��[3v� 

153. so they do not know how to live a Christian life. 

>��Æ+5·6öùúû�v�	 

154. They don’t understand it. 

>��3Q	 

155. That is why the world has a hard time 

comprehending the supernatural phenomenon 

that only believers in Jesus Christ understand. 

VNj¶�7�¿cPQ?@à)D�ÇÈ�

Å[ùúû�
ÓÔ	 

156. People of the world joke about it. 

j¶�7Ö��{@à)D�Ñ� 

157. People of the world make light of it. 

j¶�7:{@ÇÈ~É­�	 

158. Why? 

IÂ·Ç 

159. Their spiritual eyes are not open. 


I>�ÊT�ËÌ�[Í
� 

160. They are spiritually blind 

>�4ÊT�Î7	 

161. and that is why our prayer for them is that God 

may open their spiritual eyes. 

VN��I>�Ï��½9
>�ÊT�C

Ë	 
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162. You will not understand what it is to be born 

again until you are born again. 

<��3v3�a�D�¿ÄÓÔÂ·4�3

v�	 

163. The rebirth experience is described in the words 

from the classical hymn, 

3v�\Ð��!s\m�t04{·ÑÒ

�| 

164. “I once was blind, but now I see.” 

,�ËÓ�\+2�	 

165. Someone explained that trying to describe the 

rebirth experience to a person who is not born 

again 

[7¼\{·W�=¾!"�[3v�7�

í3v�\(� 

166. would be as impossible as a sighted man trying 

to tell a blind man how bright the sun is shining. 

G�Ô!"2+��7�a:ÕÓ�7ÑÒ�

ìÖ4n·�Ó×ØÙ�Â6��M
	 

167. It is like a sighted man trying to describe to a 

blind man how green the grass is, 

G�Ô!"2+��7�a:ÕÓ�7ÑÒ�

Ú4n·�Û� 

168. or how blue the sky is. 

¨4n·�Ü	 

169. The blind man cannot understand what the 

sighted man is talking about. 

Î7Ý�¿cÓÔ�?2+��7�Þ�W

Â·	 

170. That is why Peter puts the blessing of rebirth 

right on the top of his list of seven-fold 

blessings. 


�*+���3v��Ý�ß�23Ýõ

�s	 

171. Rebirth is a gift of God to every believer in Jesus 

Christ. 

�3v�49é³§!"+,ùú&û�à

á� 

172. This is a blessing that you and I ought to count 

every day. 

{4�ñ�§¨}âjk�lm� 

173. You and I ought to be thankful for our rebirth 

always. 

�ñ�XâOßI���3v��l� 

174. You and I ought to be humbled by our rebirth. 

�ñ�XâI���3v�ãä`O� 

175. You and I ought to be motivated to tell others 

how to be born again. 

�ñ�Xââa=��å7�563v	 

176. I want to stop here for a moment. 

��æç!`� 

177. Some of you might be asking what does it mean 

to be “born again.” 

!�[7âê��Þ�3v�4Â·�èèÇ 

178. You can only be born again when you come to 

the recognition that you are a sinner by birth. 

a3v�~�1é��vOG4"ê7ë 

179. You need to come to the recognition that only 

Jesus can forgive you and save you. 

�~�é��ìí+,
îï��5L8�	 

180. Why? 

IÂ·Ç 

181. Because He is the One Who paid for the wages 

of your sin. 


IÅ[J
ð���êñ� 

182. Next time, we will learn about the blessing of 

our living hope. 

`/�����a2�!"Ýõ�G4��

<�=>�	 

183. Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing. 

¥9þþ�éÝ³��`/��ÃÖ	 


