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BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING – 6 

 

 

1. Hello, listening friends. 

��������� 

2. We are glad you tuned in to listen to this 

program. 

	
��
�������� 

3. In the past few messages, 

�������� 

4. we have been seeing how Peter is counting 

God’s blessings for us. 

	
������ 	
!"#�$%� 

5. There are seven of them. 

&'()*+,� 

6. In I Peter, Chapter 1, verses 1 and 2, 

����-.&/1-2��� 

7. we see the first blessing is the blessing of God’s 

call and election to salvation. 

	
�0.&*+,�12#34�567

	
8�9$:+� 

8. In verse 3, the second blessing is the blessing of 

the new birth. 

.;��<=.>*+,�12*?:+� 

9. In verse 3, also, the third is the blessing of a 

living hope. 

.;��@<=A.;*+,�12BC�

DE� 

10. In verse 4, the fourth is the blessing of an 

inheritance. 

.F��<=A.F*+,�12GHIJ

:+� 

11. In verse 5, the fifth is the blessing of God’s 

protection and security. 

.K��<=A.K*+,�12#�LM

NOP� 

12. In verses 6 to 9, 

�.Q�.R�� 

13. we see the sixth blessing and it is the blessing of 

suffering for the sake of Christ, 

	
�0.Q*+,�12 ISHT� 

14. and the seventh blessing is found in verses 10 to 

12, which is the blessing of grace. 

�10-12��	
��.)*+,�12U$

�+,� 

15. We already looked at 5 of these blessings. 

	
VW�XK*+,A� 

16. Now, let’s look at the sixth blessing. 

Y�Z	
8�.Q*+,� 

17. We have the blessing of suffering for the sake of 

Christ. 

	
( ISHT�+,� 

18. If you have your Bible, you can look at verses 6 

to 9 of I Peter, Chapter 1. 

�[�(\W�]^_���-�.&/ 6-9

�� 

19. There is a lot of confusion regarding this whole 

issue of suffering. 

(`HT�ab�(cdef�gh� 

20. People have all kinds of ideas about suffering. 

cdijTkl(l��m� 

21. Please listen carefully to what I am going to tell 

you. 

]no�	p� 

22. The reason there is confusion about the whole 

issue of suffering 

 qri
jHT(�rdef�ghst 

23. [is] because many people want to pick and 

choose verses from the Scripture as if they were 

choosing food from a buffet table. 

u v�iwxyz�{��|\W}7~

���W������1���y����

7~yz{����&�� 

24. Can you hear someone say, “I like this verse, but 

I don’t like this one;” 

�(�(�i�rpX�	{���W��

�{���� 

25. and they end up with confusion. 

�[1��Aef��h� 

26. You have to look at the whole Scripture. 

������\W�rp� 
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27. You cannot just look at it in bits and pieces, 

����/��� 

28. but you must look at the whole of the Bible. 

�����\W� 

29. There are some people who see every affliction 

in life as suffering for Christ. 

(�i ?B}¡�¢kw£¤2 ISH

T� 

30. These people mention everything from the 

ridiculous to the sublime. 

¥
¦�§(�¨©�ª«�¬­�®¨�

�¯*�°¨� 

31. They would say if you get a flat tire, it’s a 

suffering for Christ. 

(ip±²³´2 ISHTµ  

32. Others include serious things, like losing a loved 

one, as suffering for Christ. 

(�i¶p¯*�¨���·¸�i�2 

ISHTµ  

33. Some people see everything as suffering for 

Christ, 

(�ip§(�¨w2 ISHT� 

34. but that’s wrong. 

�2�¹º�� 

35. There are different types of suffering in the 

world. 

»�(l¼���Tk� 

36. There are sufferings that are result of sin. 

(�T2½¾�¿[µ 

37. There are sufferings that are result of Satan’s 

attack. 

(�Tk2ÀÁÂÃ�ÄÅµ 

38. There are sufferings that are the result of other 

people’s stupidity. 

(�T2u ½AÆÇ�ÈÉµ 

39. There is suffering just because we live in this 

fallen, sinful world. 

(�Tk¶2u 	
B�&�ÊË¾Ì�

»Í�µ 

40. There are all kinds of sufferings. 

(l¼lÎ�Tk� 

41. Now, these are all real sufferings and I’m not 

minimizing them; 

	�2®�Ï
���w2ÐÑ�ÒT� 

42. but none of these are meant here in I Peter. 

Ã��w�2�����§p�Tk� 

43. Peter is speaking about suffering that occurs as a 

result of being a follower of Jesus Christ. 

��§p��2ÓÔ��u ÕxISÖ×

8�Tk� 

44. If you lose your job because you are a follower 

of Jesus Christ, 

�[�u 2ØÙIS�ÕxÚ�ÖÛÜ¸

J� 

45. then you are suffering for Christ. 

�r��12 ISHT� 

46. If you get by-passed for a promotion on the job 

simply because you are a follower of Christ, 

�[ÝÝu �2IS�ÕxÚ�1Þ�¸

ßàá�âã� 

47. then you are suffering for Christ; 

�r��12 ISHT� 

48. but if you lose your job because you are lazy or 

incompetent, 

Ã�[2u �äåæ�çèÖ¸J � 

49. that is not suffering for Christ. 

��2 ISHT� 

50. If they drag your reputation through the mud 

because you are a follower of Jesus Christ, 

�[u �2ISéÖêë��Þ�ìíî

ï� 

51. that is a suffering for Christ; 

�2 ISHT� 

52. and He will bless you for that. 

#ãuðñ+ò�� 

53. My listening friends, Peter does not say that 

suffering does not hurt. 

��������5�2p��Tk}�¬

�óßÒT� 

54. Will you listen to me very carefully, please? 

]ôõ��	p� 

55. What Peter is saying is this: 

���ö÷2� 

56. when you are allowed to go through suffering 

that is specifically directed at you because of 

your unwavering commitment to Christ, 

£�uøù�ú�ûüIS�ýþÜHTµ 

57. when you are allowed to go through suffering 

because of your unwavering commitment to His 

Word, 

£�uøù�ú�ûü#���ýþÜHTµ 
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58. then God will use that suffering to bless your 

life. 

#ãÞ���Tk�ñ+ò��?�� 

59. God will use it to bless you in ways you would 

never understand otherwise. 

#Þ�Tkñ+ò���2���Ï©�:

�W�����	m
��� 

60. God will use that suffering to refine your life as 

precious metal. 

1�����
(�*��&��#Þ�T

k8���� 

61. God will use that suffering to bring you closer to 

Him in a way you never thought possible. 

#Þ�Tk8���������2�� 

�¬��� 

62. God will use that suffering to bless you in ways 

that makes the human mind boggle. 

#Þ�Tkñ+ò��Ã�	
���}ý

��k���� 

63. Peter is obviously thinking about how he failed 

to trust in the Lord Jesus. 

���������yz W¸!�Z"¸

E� 

64. Peter is remembering how he denied Jesus 

instead of standing with Him. 

��<#yz�($"5%Ö&�'Ö()

"� 

65. The Peter before the resurrection was afraid of 

suffering. 

�"*B�����+,-Tµ 

66. The Peter before the resurrection could not take 

suffering for Jesus’ sake; 

�"*B������� ØÙHTµ 

67. and that is why Peter denied Jesus and denied 

any knowledge of Him; 

§���()ØÙ�./()yz)0�� 

68. but the Peter after the resurrection was given 

many opportunities to suffer and pay dearly for 

following Christ, 

Ã"*B:¿���1��dTk�Ö2�

� ÕxIS34�°�56� 

69. and he did. 

¥7�A� 

70. In fact, tradition said that he was crucified 

upside down for the sake of Christ. 

¨Ñ��89:;�pm�¥ AIS�<

=>?@AÖB� 

71. That is something that very few of us have ever 

experienced, 

�Ciã(���W�� 

72. and, if and when the time comes, we will be able 

to count it a blessing. 

Ã�[Ð�D?A�	
�ã HT� +

,�� 

73. Peter said those times of suffering are short lived 

and unlimited. 

��p���Tk2EF�G��ý2HI

�� 

74. Those times are not forever; 

�2JK�� 

75. but, in the midst of those times, you will 

experience joy beyond measure. 

Ã�G��IL��ý¬�(	mMN�°

{O� 

76. Now, let’s recount the blessings. 

Y�Z	
P!&���+,� 

77. Count your blessing of election. 

!!�<67�+,µ 

78. Count your blessing of the new birth. 

!!�*?�+,µ 

79. Count your blessing of the living hope. 

!!�BC�DEµ 

80. Count your blessing of the inheritance. 

!!�JQ�RJµ 

81. Count your blessing of God’s security and 

protection. 

!!#�LMNOP:+µ 

82. Count your blessing when you suffer for Christ. 

!!� ISHT§U�+µ 

83. Finally, 

S¿� 

84. Count your blessing of the grace of God. 

!!�U#$%:+� 

85. Look at verses 10 to 12 of I Peter, Chapter 1. 

]����-.&/ 10-12�� 
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86. Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who 

spoke of the grace that was to come to you, 

searched intently and with the greatest care, 

trying to find out the time and circumstances to 

which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing 

when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and 

the glories that would follow. It was revealed to 

them that they were not serving themselves but 

you, when they spoke of the things that have 

now been told you by those who have preached 

the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from 

heaven.  Even angels long to look into these 

things. (I Peter 1:10-12 NIV) 

T��9$��UVp�
��$%�WV

XYVZo�[\]^�12]^�¥
õ

�IS�_�UV`�ISHTk�¿8�

ab�2ÓÔqrIL�5���IL�¥


�Acd�Xe¥
§:fgh�¤ü¨i

�&j¨��2 yz�k2 �
��l

Ô|m�n8�\_:+oò�
�i�Y

�p��¨qò�
µmÞ�röZo^�

��¨�g��1:10-12i 

87. Probably nothing overwhelms me more than 

when I take time to reflect upon the grace of 

God. 

£	÷�#�$sI�P�(t�$%��

uü	�A� 

88. It is grace that is totally unmerited favor. 

�2	vw�x��$%� 

89. It is grace that I do not deserve. 

�2	�y��$%� 

90. It is grace that overwhelms me, 

�2Þ	züõü�°$%� 

91. and that grace can only be possible through 

Jesus Christ. 

{(|XØÙIS}(�$%� 

92. In fact, Peter said that the prophets in the Old 

Testament foretold of this grace. 

¨Ñ���p�~��VXYVU�A�9

$� 

93. They foretold of it by faith. 

¥
2��õU��� 

94. The prophets of old did not experience that 

grace themselves. 

���5�VXyz5�(W�X�9$� 

95. They longed for it. 

¥
�E���� 

96. They hoped to see it with their own eyes. 

¥
DE����0� 

97. They peered into its horizon, 

¥
��KK��E� 

98. but we in the New Testament are privileged to 

be recipients of it. 

Ã	
��B���I5�i�ý(�¬�

��� 

99. Many of us have experienced that grace of God. 

cdiVW��#�9$A� 

100. Here’s what Peter said, 

��p� 

101.  “Even angels desire to look into the wonder of 

the grace of God.” 

mÞ�röZo^���¨� 

102. Why are the angels filled with wonder when 

they see the gospel of grace? 

 qr£mÞ�0$%�+oÑYI��r

��st 

103. the reason why the angels are filled with wonder 

when they see the gospel of grace 

£mÞ�0+o9$I�����2u � 

104. Angels are in awe of the grace of God that is 

given to you and to me. 

mÞ A#ñò�	�$%Ö��� 

105. They have never experienced it, but they see it 

as an awesome thing. 

��¥
yz�(W�X�ýu����$

%Ö��#� 

106. The next time you are tempted to take the grace 

of God for granted in your life, stop and think. 

�[� #ñò�?���$%� O��

���qrA�#�]���8�&�� 

107. They next time you begin to tell God about what 

He is not doing, stop and think. 

�[���#�( �7qr�]��&�� 

108. Remember that it is His grace that has worked in 

your life that makes angels baffled. 

mÞuÔ#�$%����§D?�¤��

���¬÷�� 

109. We are the ones who are sinners.  The angels are 

not. 

	
2¾i�mÞ�(½¾µ 

110. We are the ones who deserve hell.  The angels 

are not. 

	
�y�ï��mÞ�ã�ï�µ 

111. We are the ones who need to be redeemed by the 

grace of God, 

	
}��#�9�:$� 
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112. and we were redeemed through the precious 

blood of Jesus; 

	
2�Ô"ØÙ���<���� 

113. and, yet, the angels get more overwhelmed by 

that experience than we do. 

mÞwuÔ	
�W�Öuü� 

114. We just take it for granted in the daily tasks of 

our lives. 

	
ý��?B�	� ¡� 

115. Do you remember the verses I quoted when we 

started looking at our blessings? 

�¢<�£	
_£f��+,I�	§¤

�¥¦¦§¨t 

116. They are good words to live by. 

�2©�	
ª «¬­�� 

117. Count your blessings. 

®"�$%� 

118. Name them one by one, 

��w�!� 

119. and it will surprise you what the Lord has done. 

��¯��°�&IO�3±² 

120. If you have never experienced the grace of God, 

�[�|�(W�X#�9$� 

121. if you have never experienced the peace that 

comes from knowing the grace of God, 

�[�|�(³ãX�|#�$%Ö8�O

P� 

122. you can ask Him today. 

�´m¬�µ#¶\� 

123. He will give it to you. 

�1ãñò�� 

124. That is His promise. 

�2�·¸�� 

125. Will you ask Him? 

�röµ�¶\¨t 

126. Today. 

´m1�r7� 

127. He will never let you down. 

�¹�ãº�¸E�� 

128. It is my prayer that you would say, “Yes, Lord.” 

	¶\#�Z�j"p�®"»±	rö±² 

129. Until next time, I wish you God’s richest 

blessing. 

r#°°�ñ+ò������Pã� 


