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BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING – 11 

 

 

1. Hello, our friends. 
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2. We are glad you joined us today. 
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3. It is always a delight to know that you are 

following this series of messages, 
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4. but, if you are joining this broadcast for the first 

time, 

$%�&'�()*�+,-� 

5. we are in a series of messages on I Peter called, 

“Blessed to be a Blessing”. 


�.�/0123��� !"�45
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6. First, in I Peter 1:1 to 12, 

:;�0123'�< 1-12,� 

7. Peter taught us how to count our seven-fold 

blessings. 
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8. Secondly, 

'E� 

9. Peter tells us that an attitude of gratitude must be 

our natural response to these blessings. 
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10. That attitude of gratitude manifests itself in six 

ways. 

�O7�PQRSTUVWXY	 

11. In I Peter 1:13 to 21, 

0123�< 13-21,� 

12. we looked at three of them. 


�Z[\TU	 

13. First, 

'�� 

14. we are to live in alertness and self-control. 


��]^�_K
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15. Second, 

'E� 

16. we are to live a life of holiness and obedience. 


��abc�_def�Ng	 

17. Third, 

'\� 

18. we are to live a life of reverence and awe and 

respect for God as our Father. 


��hijkf�lfm
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19. Last time, we looked at I Peter 1:22 to 25 
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20. and we saw two more ways that our attitude of 

gratitude manifests itself. 


�qZpVrO7�stTU	 

21. In 1:22, 

�'�< 22,�� 

22. Peter tells us that, in gratitude to God, we are to 

grow in love. 
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23. In 1:23 to 25, 

�'�< 23-25,�� 

24. he says, in gratitude to God, we are to grow in 

the Word. 
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25. Finally, number six is in Chapter 2, verses 1 to 3. 

}~'STU��'E< 1-3,�� 

26. Here, Peter tells us that, in gratitude to God, we 

are to grow up, 
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27. and that’s where we’ll start today. 


����?R��/�� 

28. Let’s read verses 1, 2, and 3 of Chapter 2 

�
�YZ'E< 1,2,3,	 

29. How many times have you heard the phrase 

“Oh, just grow up?” 

���*�za��(�4���x���9 

30. Some people never seem to grow up. 

�J�����x��	 
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31. One person said, 

��z� 

32. “We can only be young once, but we can be 

immature indefinitely,” 
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33. and how true this is. 

���� � 

34. Years ago, someone told me, 

��2��FG
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35. “If you want your children to grow up with their 

feet on the ground,” 

$%�¡¢��£¤�¥¦�§�wx� 

36. “put responsibilities on their shoulders.” 

�?¨J©ª�y��«¬o	 

37. Many people today complain about their 

children who never grow up, 

­�n®¯°z�y��£¤��x��� 

38. children who are selfish and spoiled, 

�&±JK²K³�´µ¶�£¤� 

39. but that’s because their parents never placed 

responsibilities on their shoulders. 

�±�&umy��n®RY·�¸©ª¹
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40. Children who are always focusing on 

themselves and their own needs 

±J�»PK¼��K¼�½?�£¤� 

41. will grow up to be immature adults. 

x�~��wm�w¾���	 

42. Why? 

m¿�� 

43. Because they have never had responsibilities on 

their shoulders. 

umy��«¬oR·�ÀaªÁ©ª� 

44. Responsibilities on their shoulders help them put 

their feet on the ground 

«¬oÀa©ª���¥¦�§	 

45. and that’s exactly why some believers never 

grow up in the faith. 

�Â&�JÃÄÅ�!PRY�xÆ�Ç
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46. They have been Christians for 5, 10, or even 20 

years, 

y�wmÃÄÅÈ��É��Ê��ËÌE

Ê�p� 

47. yet they remain immature in their faith. 

LÍ�y��!PÎLÏÐ�����ÑÒ	 

48. Why? 

m¿�� 

49. Because they never have responsibilities on their 

shoulders. 

umy�RY·�ÓÀªÁ©ª	 

50. People who are always focusing on themselves 

and their own needs, 

�J��»PK¼�K¼�½?� 

51. those who are always receiving and receiving, 

y��Ô§ÕÖ� 

52. will always be immature Christians. 

���&�w¾�ÃÄÅ	 

53. If you go to a doctor to see how you can improve 

your physical health, 

$%�×ZØN�Ù¢��$Á�lÚÆ�

�ÛÜ� 

54. the doctor will probably ask you to give up some 

things and do something. 

ØN����?Ý��¨ÞßJà�_áß

Jà	 

55. For example, 

â$z� 

56. the doctor might ask you to give up smoking or 

overeating, 

ØN��?Ý�ãäå,æ� 

57. and then the doctor will ask you to eat a 

nourishing diet, 

L~ØN?�çJèéê� 

58. or get some exercise, 

åëáJìí� 

59. and get a good night’s rest. 

îo��ïð	 

60. That’s what the Apostle Peter is saying here. 

#Å01���Â&��z�� 

61. He is saying that, for your spiritual health, 

yz�mp�ñò�ÛÜ� 

62. you need to do the same thing. 

�Â?��á	 

63. First, you need to give up some things, 

:;�?¨Þ�Jà� 

64. and, then, you need to work out in [the] spiritual 

gym every day. 

L~�?[ñò�ÛóôáJõö	 
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65. Peter does not ask us to try to resist these things. 

01_�&÷
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66. Peter does not ask us to try to fight these things. 

01_�&÷
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67. No. Why? 

�&��m¿�� 

68. Because that’s what happens to many believers. 

um���ÃÄÅ��üý��þ� 

69. Some Christians are trying to resist and are 

trying to fight, 

�JÃÄÅ���×øù�×úû� 

70. but they are fighting a losing battle. 

�y�&���������	
	 

71. Peter tells us, “Take off these things of the world 

and throw them away,” 
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��?�×�Jñ�
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72. just as if you take off your jacket and throw it 

away. 

����×���¸��p�ý	 

73. Peter says that’s just what you need to do. 

01z���&�½?á�	 

74. Some of you might say, 

�J����z� 

75. “Well, I can’t do that.  I don’t have the strength.” 


á�[�
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76. Of course, you don’t have the strength. 

·���&·���� 

77. That is why you need to rely on God’s strength. 

�l��½?��f���	 

78. With God’s strength, you can do all things, 

��f�������láªÁà	 

79. and you must throw away these things in order 

to grow up as a believer. 

�� Þ!�J���x�wmw¾�ÃÄ
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80. Peter is telling us that, for spiritual growth and 

health, 
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81. you must do the same thing as the doctors tell 

you. 

�� "�ØN#$��×á	 

82. First, you need to give up some things; 

:;?¨Þ�Jà� 

83. then, you need to exercise every day. 

L~%�õö	 

84. He says get rid of them. 

yz��Þ�J� 

85. Take them off. 

�×�J	 

86. What are they? 

4�J9&¿�� 

87. Look in I Peter, Chapter 2, verse 1. 

&Z0123E<�,� 

88. All malice. 

�'()� 

89. All deceit. 

�'*+� 

90. All slander of every kind. 

�',-�{� 

91. Take them off. 

�×�J	 

92. My listening friends, I want to tell you how 

important these three things are 

�������
FG���\ý����
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93. because you will find a similar list in Romans, 

Chapter 1, 

um��l�/03'�<1[2���
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94. in II Corinthians, Chapter 12, 

34�~3ÊE<� 

95. and in Ephesians 4, 

l5�3'6<� 

96. and in Colossians 3, 

7/�3'\<� 

97. and in I Timothy 1. 

89:23'�<	 

98. Why are those so important? 

m¿��J��».;� 

99. Because they are inconsistent with the Christian 

character. 

um�y��ÃÄÅ�<=&>�ø?�� 

100. They are the very enemy of spiritual maturity. 

y�&ñòw¾��@	 

101. Malice is the desire to inflict pain, harm or 

injury on someone else. 

4()9�&AP¸BC�DEF�G�ó
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102. Deceit is when you tell a lie or half-truth for 

self-serving purposes. 

4*+9�&mpK²K³�-�ÍIJ�

zK�LMN�NO�KPH 

103. Envy is when you want to have what belongs to 

another. 

4QR9�&STñ�G����	 

104. Like cigarettes, alcohol and over-eating that can 

destroy your physical health, 

��UäVWX�YZYæ��[,
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105. Peter says 

01z� 

106. malice, deceit and envy can destroy your 

spiritual health. 

()V*+VQR�[,�ò]�ÛÜ	 

107. What is common in all of these things? 

y��¿��ü^� 

108. They are all poison. 

y���)� 

109. They are killers of relationships. 

y�[,�_»�	 

110. The question that you and I must always ask is 

this: 

��
I`aaKb� 

111. will what I am saying or doing be for benefit or 

hurt somebody? 


�z�á��&c��d�e&�E;� 

112. Is it going to edify somebody or devastate 

somebody? 

&#�Ö=fd�e&#�ghÖi;� 

113. Peter is saying that it is vitally important that 

you get rid of these things. 

01z��×�J&j�kl�	 

114. Why? 

m¿�� 

115. Because malice, deceit and slander are inspired 

by the devil. 

um()V*+�,-��&mnopqí

�	 

116. Why is the devil the author of these three things? 

m¿�mn?qí�J;� 

117. Because he loves to see divided homes. 

umrstuvwxH 

118. He loves to see divided churches. 

rst=�yzH 

119. He loves to see divided institutions. 

rst{|�}
H 

120. The devil wants to divide believers. 

mn~?y�!ÅH 

121. The devil wants to keep them from maturity. 

mn����!Åw¾H 

122. The devil wants to hinder their spiritual growth, 

mn�T��!Åò]wx	 

123. and when that happens, you will be like children 

who are always fighting for what they want; 

��àqNp�y����£¤
����
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124. and they are often fighting over the silliest of 

things, 

Í��a�&mp������à
�	 

125. yet, the opposite should be true for Christians. 

��ú�±TU�cÃÄÅ����p	 

126. Peter said, in I Peter 2:2,  

0123E<E,�01z� 

127. we should be craving for the pure milk of the 

Word of God. 


�I`��±���ò���&f�{	 

128. Here, milk is not used in contrast to solid food, 

as Paul tells us in I Corinthians 3, 

����z���_�&�/�34�23

'\<�z������câ	 

129. but, rather, milk is used in terms of pure 

nutrition -  

����&����èé� 

130. no additives, no preservatives and not watered 

down. 

·��F<V���åF����	 

131. A missionary tells the story of a time when he 

was serving in a remote village. 

����= ¡�y��+¢��£¤¥¦
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132. He said that the milkman who used to deliver the 

milk to their house 

±§�a��+©ª«©¬�[yu� 

133. would sometime stop at the nearby lake 

yaa��­�®¯Ï°Y�  

134. and add water from the lake to the milk 

¸®�F�¬��	 

135. and, finally, he got tired of it and he said to the 

milkman, 

±�����= ²�³p��c©ª«z� 



 

5 

136. “Look, if you are going to water down the milk, 

at least use tap water!” 

$%�e?´µ��¬��Ì�`¶KY��� 

137. Today, there are some who water down the pure 

milk of the Word of God 

���J�¸f�{|�����F��¬

��ý� 

138. and serve it to the unsuspecting people. 

L~·º¸¹ãP��º� 

139. Consequently, we have terrible malnutrition 

believers 

»%�MNp¼Cèé�½�!Å� 

140. and they are a few steps away from spiritual 

death. 

y��ò]¾¿ÀÁ	 

141. It is the refreshing rain of the Word of God that 

really works in our lives. 

��f���{|����ÂÃÄÅÆ
�
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142. Nothing will really inspire or motivate or 

encourage people like when you share the Word 

of God with them. 

�p��yÈf�{É��Ê·�Ë��Ì

Í�l$ÎÏÐÑÒy�p	 

143. Peter says 

01z� 

144. if you want to grow up in your spiritual life, 

$%�~òÇwx� 

145. you had better feed upon the pure milk of the 

Word of God. 

�I`¸f�{�¦���ò�º°×	 

146. Most of us stop and eat food more than once a 

day. 

��@��%���ç�Ó�� 

147. How often do you stop and feed your soul upon 

the Word of God? 

f�{&��òÔ���Õç�(;� 

148. I heard of one woman who read all 66 books of 

the Bible 143 times 


*z���Ö �¸×Øb� 66Ù3Úp 

143Û� 

149. and, at the age of 85, this woman was meditating 

on the Word of God 

�[ 85Ü�Ýe�Þ§ß~f�{� 

150. by reading through the entire Bible at least 4 

times a year. 

%�Ì�Ú×Øb�6(	 

151. Now, with this kind of example in mind, think 

about this question: 

��*p�+à¤É~�&~~�bá	 

152. How much time do you spend thoughtfully 

reading the Word of God? 

�â��§ãä~�åÚf�{� 

153. If you find the reading of the Word of God to be 

a drag or a drudgery, 

$%�ð1Úf�{�æç¹Ô� 

154. it is because you have not experienced the 

dynamic power of the Word of God, 

±&um�RY·��þaf{|���� 

155. or, it could be that you are desperately, 

spiritually sick and need help, 

åë�ñò�NÇèp�é½?êë	 

156. and that is why, right now, I’m going to invite 

you to come to the Great Physician  

�l�
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157. and ask Him to open your appetite, 

&íî��ïð	 

158. not just for listening to or reading the Word of 

God, 

��*f�{�Úf�{� 

159. but to help you to apply the Word of God in your 

daily life. 

ñFêë���òaNg�I¶f�{	 

160. Today, you can say to Him, 

����lcíz� 

161. “Lord, open my blind spiritual eyes.” 

ó �î
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162. “Lord, help me to feed upon Your Word.” 

ó �êë
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163. “Lord, help me to know and receive Your Power 

from Your Word,” 

ó �êë
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164. and remember that God promised to answer 

your prayers. 

&÷³�fI­?Hø
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165. because you are praying according to His will. 

um�&ú"í�û�üÝ�	 

166. It is our prayer that you will tune in to the next 

broadcast. 


�üÝf���°(´µ)*�,-� 

167. Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing. 
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