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Hello, listening friends.

SREIMA, RS

What a joy it is to know that you are following
this series of messages, “Blessed to be a
Blessing.”

R R S EE R AR T “RE TR A7 XA
RIUEE .

I want to begin by asking you a question.

B Yeik I R — A )

Have you ever dealt with anyone who was
having an identity crisis?

PR AT — LA FE B A2 HER AARALE ?
If you have, then you understand the depth of
sadness in such situations.

WIRARA X FE AL, 05 W] BN IX S
{OPNE 27938

If you have ever been in a situation where you
found yourself suffering from an identity crisis,

R AR B AAGH S5 A R
you understand how confusing that can be.
TRBLFIIE AR 2 2 A3k

Outwardly, everything may look alright;
SREFEA AT A,

but, inwardly, you feel insecure and unsure.
(EARLHEEIA 2 4, B,

There were times in my youth when I was
going through my own identity crisis.
MIRERN, WA AHE A S GE
Bl

Someone once said

(PN /SO

millions of people are desperately seeking for
their missing identity.

A LTSRS $ B DR RS
1o

For those of you joining us for the first time,

DR AR IE 2R — O AT H

we are in the middle of a series of messages
called “Blessed to be a Blessing;”

PATEAETE “REHG B ZPHRIER,
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and, today, in I Peter, Chapter 2, verses 4 to 12,
ASRBATES, WA 5 4-12 7,
Peter shows us how God's blessings should
define our identity.

WA BT ]AT, BTG NAR, PoE T8
(NEOEEEHF

Out of His goodness and blessings, God gave
us our identity.

TR AR, RATA T W
My listening friends, listen very carefully to
what I’'m going to tell you.

SREAC, VBT 3.

If you are a believer in Jesus Christ,
R R HEEAE

if you follow Him every day,

UK R R BE

then you should not have an identity crisis.
TRANLZAT 5 4y KT KISE Lo

If you understand the blessings you have in
Jesus Christ,

U SR AR 1R A RS R LB B P AS B AR
these blessings ought to define your identity;
XA AR B I 5 47

and that’s exactly what Peter is saying in this
passage:

X IE AR AE IR B2 SCHL T I,

that out of God's goodness,

PRI A 35

out of God's mercy,

PEERUINEES R

out of God's grace,

PERUHIDISE &

out of God's abundance,

PEERUIINEES 3

we are given our identity.

Bl T WIS 6
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Believers have no reason to flounder in the
Christian life.

EREANIZ A T A Gt EAE R 5 6 i i 2]
TRALRENE,

There are some people who see their identity in
their family name.

HLe NN A & ke 5 A5,
Some men see their identity in their jobs,
YNNIV SRR

or their titles,

BEEAATTHTHR AT

or their achievements.

BREEAAT T B -

Some wives see their identities in their
husbands.

F e R w 3 AR S

Some children are happy to identify with their
parents.

LT IR TREASCEER B 4

Peter is telling us here that our true identity as
believers in Jesus Christ

WA EHRIAT, B N IB e 5L 5405,
comes from what Jesus did for us and what He
did with us.

FEAEAE ORER A AT ), DL A S 34T —
EAEM

Why?

AHA

Because we were nothing and He made us
everything.

DR BRATT R AR — SCANE, A FRATT Rl ol o
i,

In I Peter 2:4 says, “As you come to Him...”
WA SR B T RATIR E
T TR o

What does he mean by that?

et A s e

Before you come to Christ, you were nobody as
far as Heaven was concerned.

PRI AT, ARAER B oA
1P

As far as justice in the courts of Heaven was
concerned, you were dead in sin.

LR EVRBE 2 IENAIWT, fRE eI
Bz,
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Before you came to Jesus, you were worse than
nobody.

FEARVAT IR Z i, ARIETEA /D AIREAS
F.

Before you came to Jesus, you had no spiritual
identity to speak of.

FEAR VA ) HRER Z 117, URARAS BT AR A Jeg R 1
S5

You live and then you die and that’s the end of
it.

T —2ETHE T, R RN,
Peter goes on to say that we were dead stones
WeAFacE U, FA T B RBAT B an i A
ks

and, then, Jesus, the Living Stone, quickened us
and made us precious living stones.

(HEHRER S A7, Al By, Meieddq], fi
AT 8 5 3 S A7

Peter uses a lot of figurative language here and
you have to use your imagination.

WAL AT TIRZ S Lo, IR
iz AR ARG R P .

Peter gives us 6 characteristics of our identity
as believers.

BATHE H FBAE B 43 B /NS o

Let’s look at them.

iR ——KF

Number one, we are living and precious stones.
S, BATRE DRI AT

Secondly, we are a chosen people.

9 FATTEMARE R
Thirdly, we are royal priesthood.
B WAE A SR,

Fourthly, we are a holy nation.

S, AT

Fifthly, we are God's own possession, God's
own people;

B, BATERETME K TR,

and number six, we are mere tourists in this
world.

HN, BAMER A R IR

We will look at these one by one.

Al ]I — TR F -

First, believers are living and precious stones.
By BRI
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The only reason believers in Christ are called
precious stones

SEBAE 2 T AR A R o s A, ME— R 2R
HH A2
is because Christ Himself is the cornerstone.

R HR R AL B B it b i A

Peter sees believers or the church as a
magnificent building,

TEPMATIR R, R e sy, g —
FA Y,

a spiritual building.

—HRIE R T

Peter is saying that believers are a far more
magnificent building than any building
anywhere.

WA, FEAGERCO — PR, et A
g3ty (R SRR 2 A

In ancient times, the whole building was as
good as its foundation stone.

WG, BERD T R R N A

The whole building stands or falls on the
strength of its cornerstone.

Difa A ke, s TEBEREr, NS
15155

The cornerstone was always laid at the
intersection of the corner,

BifaAT i s S s Bega ok,

and the other foundation stones were placed
along side of it;

FEIBAT RN b5 A1 A0 2T o

and, as the building goes up,
b3 FAE L i,

every stone in that building was placed in
relationship to the cornerstone.

B g LA 5 A AT AR K

Did you notice that Peter did not say that we
are made of bricks?

WHEEHITERESR, B WA
ko

Why?

NAFA?

Because bricks are all look-alike.

D1 Ay A Bt S A — R,

Bricks have the same dimensions.
YR SAT TR B AR,

Bricks have the same shape,

PG SRAT AR TEAR o
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and the reason Peter does not say we are bricks

WAFAFEIA T AL S A7 — AN gt A

is because God does not mass-produce His
children,

Se Ny, AR LGOI AR ) Bt R s i3
KA

nor does He expect us to perform the same
tasks.

PPIFBAT R BT FIRE ) A%
He has given us different measures of faith.
MG 25 BATA R 3 A5 O

He has given us different spiritual gifts,

HZS T BATAN IR (1) )8 R BN,

and, therefore, what God expects from me is
not necessarily what He expects from you,

BT AR S, FORHRIGITEE, A
*Hﬁ’

as long as we both are faithful;
SLBERAT T RGO A A

and that is why Peter calls us “stones,”

T M A PR ERAT T R A2k

because each stone is different from the other.

D B —BeA KA A A

Each stone is distinguished from the other.
B P LA

Spiritually speaking,

M RS ER

sometimes, the Master Builder will have to
smooth some rough edges of a given stone.

AT I T RE 2 P P Je B Sk AR A

Sometimes, the Master Builder has to chisel
some bulges in a given stone.

A I S TR 8 T AT Sk 22 R
s

Sometimes, the Master Builder has to chip
away at the jagged edges of a given stone,

AT I R P R A Sk 2R A

and all of this can be painful sometimes.
XL IR 2T -

My listening friends, please listen to me
carefully.

SREMIA, LI

Because this can be painful, some believers
stay away from the building,

SR, TR A S B I K
IV,
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and that is why some believers don’t want to
get too close to the other believers.

It DAY SE B A i S e B AE

That is why some believers don’t want to be an
active part of a church.

P A B A R RN S S 4%,

That is why some believers refuse to fit in their
rightful place in the service, in the body of
Christ.

It DA S B AR 40 5 SRS AR LN AT
RF 2=

Of course, that’s the height of selfishness.
MR IE RS F A,

Why?

Mt

Because their absence is like a missing stone in
a building which, of course, creates a draft.

UM AATT R R, SR 5 1> 7Bty
Sk M RGHR RUET ;
Their absence makes the building less efficient.

AATTIBON A T 551 (R Ll RE s

Their absence keep the building from being as
effective as it could be,

AATTIRIBON KR D 1 ANRE A% N ZAT
2

but when all the stones are there, working and
serving the purpose of God,

SR, ARSI H CRIA Sy, iR
Iz

God's blessings will fall upon it.

At 2 A o

Let me ask you a few questions.

AEFR AR LA ) e -

Are you a good, precious, living stone?

PRAEANIE PRSI S D s A1 ?

Are you a living stone who is willing to be
placed where the Master Builder wants to place
you,
fRoe—duaifa, HREE TR SN ZE
N 2

or do you run away all the time?

B VRS L AERE I ?

Are you a living stone who has surrendered to
the Master Builder’s shaping,

PRt — i Ay, 15 R TR 0 = A e
By ?
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or do you please yourself all the time?

oA R R E R ?

Are you a living stone who is in your place of
service,

PR —BSAERr 2R b AL _E A e ?

or are you carelessly letting others bear your
load in the building?

E VR A QR v, AR A RAKIH?

Are you that precious living stone?

PRIEASHL S Dt A7 1 2

Because that’s where your identity is.

PR 3 gt A AR 1 54 47

There are some believers who mistakenly think

that, if they just receive Jesus as their Savior
and Lord, then that’s all they need to do;

AUREAER LY, N SR B Ok EE B #
T T,
but they are wrong.

(LERINEZ:

Believers have responsibilities to the Master
Builder to be a living stone in His building.

BB ST N S TARIT T gt i (4 55 2 L
(K —Heidi A7,

You have responsibility to the cornerstone, the
Lord, Jesus Christ.

PREE T 5 A1 A HR SR IE S 41 e,

You also have responsibility to the other living
stones to stand with them.

PR FE A AT DT, EEAMATIIFA Mo
e

You stand with them with all of their
weaknesses.

AT AT 55 55, ARSI
You stand with them with all of their faults.
AT A R 1%, RS AT

You stand with them with all of their
inadequacies;

AT EATERN, AR AT 37

but, my listening friends, I want to tell you
something else.

E2RZ R AR JRIR,
You are not a perfect cut either.
PRABANIE 5E R TCIEK »

First, our identity is that we are precious living
stones.

By A S S A .
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Our second identity is that we are a chosen race.
TATE S0, RIEmRIE.

This was a term that was used to describe Israel
in the Old Testament.

FEIHZAT R, I AR E AR,

Now, the Apostle Peter, who lived and walked
with Jesus for 3 and 1/3 of a year,

UAE, ALAEMASERBE 1 HIER =4~ (1 Ta],

lifts out this description of Israel in the Old
Testament

fBMIHZT R, XA LU IR 2 PR
K,

and applies it to the church of Jesus Christ,
FIHEHR SR E & ) s & L,

which is now the new Israel of God.
Wt 2 JE TR LA I

Why did God choose Israel in the Old
Testament?

FEIHAINAR,  #h A ARIE LS REVE ?

Not because they were a great civilization.
FAZR AR AT T AR RS,

There were civilizations that were far more
advanced.

FLSTAMATT SCHE Z20E T
Not because they were obedient people.

AR A ABAT M) 7 2

Just ask Moses. They gave him plenty of
trouble.

SUEE ) ) BE VY, L JHIE P kg s 22 /D R
it
Not because they had superior intelligence.

AN DA A AT AT SR )

There were far more intelligent people at the
time.

I A AR 22 SR EEARATT BE Rk ) BRI
Not because of anything in them.

SRR A T AL 1 5 AT

God chose Israel because of His sovereign will.
AAARIE LA I o 22 v ) R A

That is the only reason.

XL ME—

He is God and He can do anything He wants to
do.

Mg, ekl A R R,

God is not accountable to you and to me.

AN ZE [ AR B A A BT o
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The sooner we understand this, the sooner we
become obedient and effective for the kingdom
of God.

SBEIRATTHA (X a5, S BEAE w1 1] 5 ke I
RAEINRL
When the Israelites rejected God's cornerstone,

LS NAE LRI 5 A A

God's Anointed One,

PRETE LIRS —A,

they were put aside.

AT T A B A — 5% .

Peter is saying that God has chosen everyone
who chooses God's cornerstone.

WEAF UL, FHIRIE PLIE PRGN 55 41 1Y)
N

He chooses everyone who believes and
submit[s] to His Messiah.

PRI NI A T GRZEIL N o

and, therefore, the chosen race in the New
Testament is not based on physical descent,

I, OB BN ISR, A% i
GEIRUA,

but by adoption of grace.

111 A R AR AR

Here’s what Peter is saying.

AT 9 Ui

Don’t ever forget that the cornerstone was
rejected.

T ALK,
He was despised.
GLEIE R
They spat on Him.

AP e 7

They let Him bleed to death,
MR I A,

but now He is glorified as the mighty
cornerstone.

HANAS A E R, ORI A .
If you believe in Him, He will protect you.
PREAE A, e DGR,

He will guard you.

UESETANER

He will guide you.

LRSI RTG

And the very cornerstone that was rejected?

13X — PR 1 55 #1147

IZViRER R Ein R
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God said of Him that He is the one

R, A,

Who can take you to Heaven.

BN | 7 N

While those who surrender to the cornerstone
will be protected by Him,

NI RN 5 F AT, AL A3 2R R O
T

by the same token, anyone who rejects the
cornerstone

FIRER, SR AATA,

will be crushed by the very stone that they have
rejected.

AT H SRR ATk
Peter is saying that those who reject the
Messiah

WeAFvL, ELIRFE N,

will one day be crushed by Him.

1 REEIRIRIIN Ko

Those unbelievers will be crushed by the very

stone that will receive, accept and protects
those who do believe in Him.

P AT KA LAE N, H R gh fk
ARSI

Our first identity is that we are living precious
stones.

BATHER— DG rtie, oA AT

Our second identity is that we are the chosen
race.

FATEE =T w2, PEREmRSE.
Next time, we will look at our third identity,
N H B ER S =S
namely, that we are the royal priesthood.
WA H A

Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing.
FEAOR GRS 7R, R T H IR TRl 2



