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BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING – 12 

 

 

1. Hello, listening friends. 

��������� 

2. What a joy it is to know that you are following 

this series of messages, “Blessed to be a 

Blessing.” 

	
��
��������������

����� 

3. I want to begin by asking you a question. 

 !"�#�$�#%� 

4. Have you ever dealt with anyone who was 

having an identity crisis? 

�&'($)*�
+,-.�/0123 

5. If you have, then you understand the depth of 

sadness in such situations. 

45�6�7�89�:;<=>?�@A

�/BCDE� 

6. If you have ever been in a situation where you 

found yourself suffering from an identity crisis, 

45�&8>?*�+,FG�HIJ� 

7. you understand how confusing that can be. 

�K�
L-BCMN� 

8. Outwardly, everything may look alright; 

OPQ*RSC� 

9. but, inwardly, you feel insecure and unsure. 

T�UJVW*XY�Z6[\� 

10. There were times in my youth when I was 

going through my own identity crisis. 

]�^_`�a8b2*c;+,FG�d

e� 

11. Someone once said 

6/f2� 

12. millions of people are desperately seeking for 

their missing identity. 

6ghi�/j�klmno+,pq�F

G� 

13. For those of you joining us for the first time, 

45�-r$st��u�vw� 

14. we are in the middle of a series of messages 

called “Blessed to be a Blessing;” 

�ux�y�������������� 

15. and, today, in I Peter, Chapter 2, verses 4 to 12, 

z{�u|Q�}~��r�� 4-12v� 

16. Peter shows us how God's blessings should 

define our identity. 

}~���u����������;��

u�FG� 

17. Out of His goodness and blessings, God gave 

us our identity. 

R�����(����u�6�<c�F

G� 

18. My listening friends, listen very carefully to 

what I’m going to tell you. 

�����������f� 

19. If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, 

45�-���� 

20. if you follow Him every day, 

45�{{���� 

21. then you should not have an identity crisis. 

�*��6FGpq�de� 

22. If you understand the blessings you have in 

Jesus Christ, 

45�<=��������~W���� 

23. these blessings ought to define your identity; 

�)��"�6<c�FG� 

24. and that’s exactly what Peter is saying in this 

passage: 

�x-}~���8 ��f�� 

25. that out of God's goodness, 

������� 

26. out of God's mercy, 

����¡¢� 

27. out of God's grace, 

�����£� 

28. out of God's abundance, 

����¤¥� 

29. we are given our identity. 

�u6�<c�FG� 
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30. Believers have no reason to flounder in the 

Christian life. 

��*��¦�+,-����FG§VW

¨©MN� 

31. There are some people who see their identity in 

their family name. 

6)/ª«¬(RF­;+,�FG� 

32. Some men see their identity in their jobs, 

6)/ª®¯­;FG� 

33. or their titles, 

°±²u�®³� 

34. or their achievements. 

°±²u�´K� 

35. Some wives see their identities in their 

husbands. 

6)µ¶±·¸;+,�FG� 

36. Some children are happy to identify with their 

parents. 

6)¹º»��ª¼½�FG� 

37. Peter is telling us here that our true identity as 

believers in Jesus Christ 

}~¾¿�u�F¦����ÀÁFG� 

38. comes from what Jesus did for us and what He 

did with us. 

-±���¦�u´K��ÂÃÄÅ�u$

ÆÇ�È� 

39. Why? 

¦SC3 

40. Because we were nothing and He made us 

everything. 

�¦�uÉÊ$ *Ë�ÄÌ�u´¦Í

Î� 

41. In I Peter 2:4 says, “As you come to Him…”  

}~����Ï rÐÑÒvfÓ�u­W

�Ô�� 

42. What does he mean by that? 

²-SCÕÖ3 

43. Before you come to Christ, you were nobody as 

far as Heaven was concerned. 

]�×Ø��Ù����{g-ÚÛm³

�� 

44. As far as justice in the courts of Heaven was 

concerned, you were dead in sin. 

ÜÝ{gÞßàx�áâ��-ã�äå2

æÙJ�� 

45. Before you came to Jesus, you were worse than 

nobody. 

��×Ø��Ù���çÛèéêjë*

g� 

46. Before you came to Jesus, you had no spiritual 

identity to speak of. 

��×Ø��Ù���ìÊZ6íîïð�

FG� 

47. You live and then you die and that’s the end of 

it. 

�ñ�$òºKã���K-��/ó� 

48. Peter goes on to say that we were dead stones 

}~ô�f��uK�õ$öZ6ó÷�ø

ù� 

49. and, then, Jesus, the Living Stone, quickened us 

and made us precious living stones. 

T���-ñø�Ä�ó÷�úû�u�Ì

�ua´¦üÍ�ñø� 

50. Peter uses a lot of figurative language here and 

you have to use your imagination. 

}~���Ìý�	Bþ��������

|�ý�����­	
� 

51. Peter gives us 6 characteristics of our identity 

as believers. 

}~�R���FG��
��� 

52. Let’s look at them. 

"�u$$­Q� 

53. Number one, we are living and precious stones. 

r$��u-üÍ�ñø� 

54. Secondly, we are a chosen people. 

r���u-������� 

55. Thirdly, we are royal priesthood. 

r���u-6������ 

56. Fourthly, we are a holy nation. 

rÐ��u-������ 

57. Fifthly, we are God's own possession, God's 

own people; 

rÒ��u-ï��+,�º�� 

58. and number six, we are mere tourists in this 

world. 

r���u��¬� -!"� 

59. We will look at these one by one. 

�u$#$#­QÓ 

60. First, believers are living and precious stones. 

r$����-üÍ�ñø� 
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61. The only reason believers in Christ are called 

precious stones 

���Ù�Â�$¦üÍ�ñø�%$�	

&K-� 

62. is because Christ Himself is the cornerstone. 

�¦����+,K-'(ø� 

63. Peter sees believers or the church as a 

magnificent building, 

�}~)J����°*�+�K�õ$,

-.�/01� 

64. a spiritual building. 

$2ïð�'º� 

65. Peter is saying that believers are a far more 

magnificent building than any building 

anywhere. 

}~f����´¦$,/01��¬gí

îm3�/04-.� 

66. In ancient times, the whole building was as 

good as its foundation stone. 

5`6�72'º8Î|�K-�ø� 

67. The whole building stands or falls on the 

strength of its cornerstone. 

'(ø9:�'ºK;�<�'='ºK+

>?� 

68. The cornerstone was always laid at the 

intersection of the corner, 

'(øK-'(�r$öøù� 

69. and the other foundation stones were placed 

along side of it; 

@A��ø-B�'(øXC�� 

70. and, as the building goes up, 

]'ºDgE`� 

71. every stone in that building was placed in 

relationship to the cornerstone. 

F$öøùj('(ø0ç0G� 

72. Did you notice that Peter did not say that we 

are made of bricks? 

�6Z6HÕW�}~I*-f�u-J

ù� 

73. Why? 

¦SC3 

74. Because bricks are all look-alike. 

�¦FöJùj-$7�� 

75. Bricks have the same dimensions. 

FöJù6K7�LM� 

76. Bricks have the same shape, 

FöJù6K7�þN� 

77. and the reason Peter does not say we are bricks 

}~*[�u�ÇJùO6$�É�� 

78. is because God does not mass-produce His 

children, 

-�¦���P¶IQRS´TUVWXR

­�� 

79. nor does He expect us to perform the same 

tasks. 

�IZ6|Y�ujZK7�RÇ� 

80. He has given us different measures of faith. 

Ä�[�u*KGV��U� 

81. He has given us different spiritual gifts, 

Ä[\�u*K�ïð��� 

82. and, therefore, what God expects from me is 

not necessarily what He expects from you, 

�Â�]��^_�(]��^_�*$;

0K� 

83. as long as we both are faithful; 

 |�uj`UabÄ� 

84. and that is why Peter calls us “stones,” 

�Â}~$�u¦øù� 

85. because each stone is different from the other. 

�¦F$öøùj*0K� 

86. Each stone is distinguished from the other. 

F$öøùj-c��� 

87. Spiritually speaking, 

ªïð�Õdg­y� 

88. sometimes, the Master Builder will have to 

smooth some rough edges of a given stone. 

6`6eRfg|hijöøù�k(� 

89. Sometimes, the Master Builder has to chisel 

some bulges in a given stone. 

6`6eRfg|lmjöøùBn�o

G� 

90. Sometimes, the Master Builder has to chip 

away at the jagged edges of a given stone, 

6`6eRfg|pqjöøù�r(� 

91. and all of this can be painful sometimes. 

�)j-HI�8b� 

92. My listening friends, please listen to me 

carefully. 

�������sU��f� 

93. Because this can be painful, some believers 

stay away from the building, 

K�¦6HI��-6)���Ktu�,

/01� 



4 

94. and that is why some believers don’t want to 

get too close to the other believers. 

�Â6)���vt@A���� 

95. That is why some believers don’t want to be an 

active part of a church. 

�Â6)���*wÕMxyÅ�+� 

96. That is why some believers refuse to fit in their 

rightful place in the service, in the body of 

Christ. 

�Â6)���z{yÅ���FL��6

�b|� 

97. Of course, that’s the height of selfishness. 

]}�-x�+~�� 

98. Why? 

¦SC3 

99. Because their absence is like a missing stone in 

a building which, of course, creates a draft. 

�¦²u�����2'ºK��$öø

ù�§þ´���� 

100. Their absence makes the building less efficient. 

²u�������'º��;� 

101. Their absence keep the building from being as 

effective as it could be, 

²u����Ì�2'º*;����6�

��� 

102. but when all the stones are there, working and 

serving the purpose of God, 

}§�]Föøùj�+,�Ê��¦aÈ

�§��� 

103. God's blessings will fall upon it. 

�K+��� 

104. Let me ask you a few questions. 

"�#���#%Ó 

105. Are you a good, precious, living stone? 

�-*-$ö��üÍ�ñø3 

106. Are you a living stone who is willing to be 

placed where the Master Builder wants to place 

you, 

�-$öñø��wÝeRfg�ÕÖX�

�3 

107. or do you run away all the time? 

°*�e-���3 

108. Are you a living stone who has surrendered to 

the Master Builder’s shaping, 

�-$öñø��wÝeRfg�ÕÖ��

��3 

109. or do you please yourself all the time? 

°*� �+,���3 

110. Are you a living stone who is in your place of 

service, 

�-$öC�b|�³g�ñø�3 

111. or are you carelessly letting others bear your 

load in the building? 

°*�v�+,��í�"�/­��3 

112. Are you that precious living stone? 

�-LöüÍ�ñø�3 

113. Because that’s where your identity is. 

�¦�K-��FG� 

114. There are some believers who mistakenly think 

that, if they just receive Jesus as their Savior 

and Lord, then that’s all they need to do; 

6)����Â¦� |ô ����¦¡

�K¢�� 

115. but they are wrong. 

²u£�� 

116. Believers have responsibilities to the Master 

Builder to be a living stone in His building. 

���6�í´¦eRfg�/X�'¤�

�$öñø� 

117. You have responsibility to the cornerstone, the 

Lord, Jesus Christ. 

�|Ø'(ø����¥�� 

118. You also have responsibility to the other living 

stones to stand with them. 

�a]@A�ñø6�í�|(²uI¦§

<� 

119. You stand with them with all of their 

weaknesses. 

²u§6¨©��Å²uI<� 

120. You stand with them with all of their faults. 

²u§6£���Å²uI<� 

121. You stand with them with all of their 

inadequacies; 

²u§6�ª��Å²uI<� 

122. but, my listening friends, I want to tell you 

something else. 

T������"�¾¿�� 

1) You are not a perfect cut either. 

�a*-«�Û¬­�� 

123. First, our identity is that we are precious living 

stones. 

r$��u�FG-üÍ�ñø� 
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124. Our second identity is that we are a chosen race. 

�ur��FG-�������� 

125. This was a term that was used to describe Israel 

in the Old Testament. 

�®¯��ý��è$­þ°Â±��� 

126. Now, the Apostle Peter, who lived and walked 

with Jesus for 3 and 1/3 of a year, 

²��Ì�}~������^³�`´� 

127. lifts out this description of Israel in the Old 

Testament 

²ª®¯��[��þ°Â±���è$�

R­� 

128. and applies it to the church of Jesus Christ, 

ý�������+Fg� 

129. which is now the new Israel of God. 

aK-ï���µÂ±��� 

130. Why did God choose Israel in the Old 

Testament? 

�®¯`¶��¦SC��Â±��·3 

131. Not because they were a great civilization. 

I*-�¦²u6�*Æ� �� 

132. There were civilizations that were far more 

advanced. 

@Á²u� <O¸t�� 

133. Not because they were obedient people. 

a*-�¦²u-Bª�h¹� 

134. Just ask Moses.  They gave him plenty of 

trouble. 

 |##º»�K�
h¹[²¼B�½

¾� 

135. Not because they had superior intelligence. 

a*-�¦²u6¿À��Á� 

136. There were far more intelligent people at the 

time. 

]`6	B�Á�²u4�Â���� 

137. Not because of anything in them. 

«Y*-�¦²u6SC��ÃÄ� 

138. God chose Israel because of His sovereign will. 

���Â±�-R��Ñ
��Å� 

139. That is the only reason. 

�-%$�	&� 

140. He is God and He can do anything He wants to 

do. 

Ä-��Ä«Y�+,�ÕÖ§Æ� 

141. God is not accountable to you and to me. 

�*�|Ø��Ç¶Ä�Z�� 

142. The sooner we understand this, the sooner we 

become obedient and effective for the kingdom 

of God. 

 |�u<=�©�K;�����BaI

����� 

143. When the Israelites rejected God's cornerstone, 

]Â±�/z{��'(ø� 

144. God's Anointed One, 

��È<�L$³� 

145. they were put aside. 

²uK�É��$Ê� 

146. Peter is saying that God has chosen everyone 

who chooses God's cornerstone. 

}~f����Ë-�ÌôÍ�'(ø�

/� 

147. He chooses everyone who believes and 

submit[s] to His Messiah. 

���Ë-0�IBªÎÏÐ�/� 

148. and, therefore, the chosen race in the New 

Testament is not based on physical descent, 

�Ñ�µ¯���������*-ÜÝÒ

ÓÔÕ� 

149. but by adoption of grace. 

§-��ÖJ×Ø�� 

150. Here’s what Peter is saying. 

}~ÙÚf� 

151. Don’t ever forget that the cornerstone was 

rejected. 

Ûi*|ÜÝ�'(ø&�Þ{� 

152. He was despised. 

Ä�ßà� 

153. They spat on Him. 

Ä�áÞ� 

154. They let Him bleed to death, 

ÄâÒÑã� 

155. but now He is glorified as the mighty 

cornerstone. 

T4zÄ~�ãä�´¦.U�'(ø� 

156. If you believe in Him, He will protect you. 

�å0�Ä�ÄK+æç�� 

157. He will guard you. 

Ä+èé�� 

158. He will guide you. 

Ä+ê×�� 

159. And the very cornerstone that was rejected? 

§�$ö�Þ{�'(ø� 
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160. God said of Him that He is the one 

�f�K-Ä� 

161. Who can take you to Heaven. 

Ä;ë�W{ì� 

162. While those who surrender to the cornerstone 

will be protected by Him, 

Ë-wÕBª�'(ø��j:~WÄ�æ

í� 

163. by the same token, anyone who rejects the 

cornerstone 

K7��z{'(ø�/� 

164. will be crushed by the very stone that they have 

rejected. 

î+�²u+,�z{�øùïð� 

165. Peter is saying that those who reject the 

Messiah 

}~f�z{ÎÏÐ�/� 

166. will one day be crushed by Him. 

6${+�ÎÏÐñò� 

167. Those unbelievers will be crushed by the very 

stone that will receive, accept and protects 

those who do believe in Him. 

�'(ø+ñòz{0��/�T+ôÍæ

èË0�Ä�/� 

168. Our first identity is that we are living precious 

stones. 

�u�r$�FGK-�üÍ�ñø� 

169. Our second identity is that we are the chosen 

race. 

�u�r��FGK-�������� 

170. Next time, we will look at our third identity, 

ó$svw�u|Qr��FG� 

171. namely, that we are the royal priesthood. 

aK-6������ 

172. Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing. 

w�UU���[��ósvw`´ô+� 


