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Hello, our listening friends.
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If you are listening to this broadcast for the first
time,
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we are in the midst of a series of messages from
I Peter.
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We calling it, Blessed to be a Blessing.
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Last time we saw that as believers, we have
responsibilities to the countries in which we
live.
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These messages and this epistle are like a
ladder that we are climbing.
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Before Peter could tell us about our
responsibilities to others,
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he had to begin by first, emphasizing the
incredible blessing God has given to all
believers.
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Then he told us what kind of responsibilities we
should have to these blessings.
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Peter tells us that there are six different ways in

which we need to respond in thankfulness to
God for his blessings.
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Then he tells us of our six identities or
responsibilities to God and to other believers.
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And now in I Peter 2:13-20,
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he tells us about our responsibilities toward the
world,
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our responsibilities toward the government and
local authorities,
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and our responsibilities to our bosses and
employers.
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And last time we saw that we can never be a
blessing to anyone until you have been blessed
of God.
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Once the Holy Spirit has worked within you,
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you can receive blessings and then you can be a
blessing.
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we also saw that Peter told us to be a blessing
to the local authorities,
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be a blessing to the government,
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be a blessing to the society in which you live.
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How?
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By obeying the law of the land.
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In I Peter 2:12,
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Peter tells us that we are aliens and sojourners.
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In fact since heaven in our real home,
HEF o BAKEEBRIMNELENEZ »

we should think of ourselves as ambassadors on
earth our host country is heaven.
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And believers should never act in any manner
that would bring shame to the name of Jesus.
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And Peter is saying this is how you, believers

in Jesus Christ, should behave in your host
country.
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Always think about what will bring honor and

glory and respect and praise to the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ, your king.
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Always think about what will bring glory to
your home country of heaven.
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Is Peter saying that Christians should be passive?
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Is Peter telling believers to be a punch bag to
secular society or culture?
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Is Peter telling us that we ought to be doormats?
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Absolutely not.
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And that is why the context of this passage is
very important.
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I’'m going to show you the logic of Peter’s
teaching.
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I’'m going to show you the logic of the word of
God.
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Remember, Peter already told us that our
ultimate allegiance is to God.
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Sometimes to be a good citizen is to be
involved in the political process.
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Sometimes to be a good citizen is to work hard
to bring God honoring laws into the country.
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But believers do all of that with respect and not
belligerence.
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Believers sometimes have to take a stand.
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But they do it in love for those who oppose
them and even detest them.
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Believers do this out of concern for their own
eternity.
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Believers are to do everything out of
compassion and out of love.
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Ultimately, Peter is saying that God has to be
obeyed over man,
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and this is where he started.

b 5 X B PR

He started by talking about submission to God.
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All of those things that we saw in our last
message 1s in response to the blessing of God.
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What are these things?
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honor God, first,

- il

respect God, first,
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live in awe of God, first,
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because God is awesome in his power,
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and after that you submit to local authority.
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submission has many levels.
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Our submission to God is at the top.
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Then it followed by our submission to the
government and submission to authority.
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Then comes our submission to our employers.
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Then later on, in chapter 3, we are going to see
that Peter tells wives to submit to their
husbands.
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And as we will see wives submission to God

must be above their submission to their
husbands.
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God and his word always come first.
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Our submission to God has to come first.
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Therefore if the law of the land conflicts with
the law of God,
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Then, and only then, God must be obeyed
above all else.
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My listening friends this is very important.
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Submission to the law of God when it is in
conflict with the law of the land has a price tag.
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It is almost always a heavy price.
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At that point you must be willing to pay the
price for your obedience to the law of God.
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My listening friends, listen to what Peter is
saying.
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When you suffer in obedience to God's law,
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God is going to give you grace.
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When you suffer in obedience to God's law,
R B A N AL T 52

God is going to give you power.
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When you suffer in obedience to God's law,
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God is going to give you strength that you
never thought possible.
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Ah, but if you suffer for your own foolishness,
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That’s your problem,
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and you must pay for it.
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If I suffer for the name of Christ,
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then God is going to give me strength like I’ve
never experienced before.
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In verse 15, Peter said to those who speak
against believers,
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those who attack believers,
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those who persecute believers,
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are guilty of ignorance.
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Ignorance is very dangerous.
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Peter said that by our godly lives we can silence
that foolishness.
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So, be a blessing to society.
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Secondly, be a blessing to your workplace.
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I don’t know how many times I’ve heard
people say,
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if I had a different job, my life would be easy,
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or if [ had a different boss, my life would be
easier,
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or if I worked for a different company, my life
would be easier.
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If I had a different career, my life would be
easier.
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If my circumstances were different, [ would be
better off.
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No, no, no, listen my friend.
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The problem is that you cannot go through life
wishing if only and if only.
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You are where you are for a reason.
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Unless you are forced into compromising the
law of God where you are.
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Then you are not there by the will of God.
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And you must be willing to pay the price.
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But generally speaking, you are where you are
for a reason.
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And Peter is saying in verses 18 to 20,
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be a blessing where you are.
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You are where you are because God has placed
you there.

T LE (R B P 5

Be a blessing where you are.
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So instead of wanting to bolt out of your
situation,
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ask God these questions,

B ) i

how can I be a blessing where I am,
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how can I be a blessing to my company,
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how can I be a blessing to my boss,
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how can I be a blessing to my employer,
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how can I be a blessing to my employees,
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how can I be a blessing to my neighbors,
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how can I be a blessing to my family.
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Now I told you about reading the scripture in
context.
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Now let me tell you a few things about the
context in which Peter was writing this
particular epistle.

IERRLEF & URR > (435 X5 PE N —LE

Hb =
HXR°

Peter is telling his listeners, slaves, submit to
your masters.
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The slaves to whom Peter was referring were
not the kind of slaves that were kept in chains
and treated poorly.
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In fact they were household employees.
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The most conservatives estimate is that there
were over 6 million slaves in the roman empire.
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They were employed in every occupation
ranging from manual labor to professionals
such as doctors, and lawyers, and teachers, and
accountants and, etc...
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Some of those household employees lived quite
comfortably.
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But they were not free.
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They were often paid for their services.
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And occasionally they were given the option to
purchase their freedom.
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Others have become too close to their masters
family they refuse their freedom.
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And they chose to stay on and were treated like
members of the family.
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Now that I have told you this, I want you to
listen carefully.
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The reason neither Paul nor Peter nor the rest of
the New Testament writers,
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never asked Christians to rebel against the
slavery of the day,
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is because they knew that when that happened
there would be a bloodbath.
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A slave rebellion did occur at the time of Julius
Caesar.
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And the slaves were crushed.
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So, what the New Testament teaches is to make
the best of the worst circumstances.
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That’s the point that you must understand today.
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With the power of God, make the best of the
worst circumstances.
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Yet historically, the Bible has served as a
springboard for outlawing slavery.
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Throughout history, when committed believers
were placed in position of authority,
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they helped to outlaw the practice of slavery in
their own countries.
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They were able to do this only by the power of
the Holy Spirit.
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When you want to be a blessing to society,
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or to your country,
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or to your employer,
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the Holy Spirit will give you the strength.
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My listening friends, there are other kinds of
slavery exists throughout the world today.
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There is the enslavement of the love of money.
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There is the enslavement of fear that is holding
many in its chains.
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There is the slavery of worry and anxiety that is
holding many in its grips.
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The slavery of conformity and keeping up with
appearances that is holding many in its grasp.
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The slavery of addiction that is destroying
many lives and families.
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But here’s the problem;
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whenever you are in slavery, whatever it may
be
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whether it is fear,
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or addiction,
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or anxiety,

or to the love of money,

s o

it is impossible to be a blessing to others.
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You must be liberated by the power of God the
Holy Spirit,
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and he can do that for you today.
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Here’s what Peter is saying,
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to be a blessing on the job,
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means you do your work not based on how you
feel about your boss.
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It means that you do your work not based on
the nature of your job.
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It means that you do your work not based on
the level of work that your co-workers do
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You do your work as if you were serving the
Lord Jesus himself,
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knowing so well how fair God is,
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knowing how just God is,
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knowing how rewarding of your faithfulness
God is,
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knowing all of this will motivate you to work as

hard and as diligently and as faithfully as you
know how.
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Be a blessing.
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Until next time, I wish you God’s riches
blessing.
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