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BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING – 16 

 

 

1. Hello, listening friends. 

��������	 

2. If you are listening to this broadcast for the first 

time. 


��
������������� 

3. We are about halfway through a series of 

messages on the first epistle of Peter. 

������������� �!"#

$���%&'()*�+,� 

4. We call this series, “Blessed to be a Blessing.” 

��-.!"/01�2345	 

5. Today Peter is going to tell us how to imitate 

our blesser. 

�
��67���
89:���24

;	 

6. Today there is a great deal of complaint in the 

world that there are no longer any heroes to 

follow. 

�
<=>?@AB�CDE���FGH

I���9:�JK,	 

7. Heroes and role models are in short supply. 

���LMNJKOPQ� 

8. And that is why some of our children are 

making heroes out of movie stars. 

RS���TUVSWXYZ/[��J

K� 

9. But movie stars are only make-believe people 

who are totally lacking in any heroic 

characteristic. 

\]WXYZF*�^_�A`�abMN

JKbc	 

10. Other people have completely confused 

heroism and role models with fame and even 

infamy. 

HdAefgFh�JKPQOij�AH

klFm�[�nopqjr1�Astu

JK	 

11. There’s a story about a group of young school 

children. 

Hvwx�'(�yz{|� 

12. They were asked to write a short story about the 

heroes in their lives. 

[�}~�����H�[�|���J

K	 

13. One little seven year old girl chose her father as 

her personal hero. 

�v����TU���,����/��

JK	 

14. Her father was really flattered. 

���������� 

15. And he was absolutely surprised. 

�\[�(���� 

16. But he was also completely delighted. 

�[s�g��� 

17. So he asked her, why did you chose me. 

��V����/kl��[	 

18. The girl said, 

��E� 

19. Because I could not spell the name of my 

favorite movie star. 

�/��F�~�����WXYZ�j

 	 

20. Sometimes parents bring this upon themselves. 

H¡¢u�£��¤¥¦§� 

21. How? 

¨l�©ª 

22. When they do not set an example for their 

children? 

t[�F«¬/���­®¡� 

23. And when they do not teach their children by 

example? 

t[�F«S¯�°¡	 

24. I read a story that illustrates this. 

�±*�vwx�V«EY.²	 

25. There was an overprotective mother. 

H�v£�*³´µ��TU� 

26. Who was spoiling her son rather than training 

him. 

�F��¶·¦¸��U�¹]º»[	 
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27. Instead of disciplining him, she gave him 

everything. 

�F�F¼½�U�¹]¾[H¿ÀÁ� 

28. She never trained him about the difference 

between right and wrong. 

[ÂF¶�UgÃ�Ä	 

29. When the boy was going to his very first day of 

school, 

t.TU��
Å>{¡� 

30. She not only accompanied him all the way to 

the classroom, 

£�FÆ�ÇÈ[(¶ÉÅ� 

31. But she would not leave until she talked to the 

teacher. 

ÊËÌ}ÍÎÏÐ*ÑÒÓÔÕ	 

32. And the mother told the teacher, 

£�¾ÎÏEÖ 

33. “If my son misbehaves, punish the boy next to 

him, 

0
��U×ØÙÚ��VÛÜ[ÝÞ�T

U� 

34. Because my little boy learns by example.” 

�/���Uß�H®{®�	5 

35. That’s the kind of attitude many have in society 

today. 

�
�à�sH�@A�.®�� 

36. No wonder many young people are confused 

about true heroism. 

áâ.l@ãäAgFiåÒ�æç�J

K	 

37. And yet the apostle Peter was far from being 

confused about who his hero was. 

�èé���hêëìå�[�JK�íF

�îï	 

38. Today Peter is telling us that we have only one 

hero. 

�
��67���ðH�vJK	 

39. He is telling us that we only have one perfect 

role model. 

[67���ðH�ñef�PQ� 

40. We don’t have to look any further. 

��Fò}(Ûóô	 

41. In our success oriented age that is based on 

youth. 

�.võ¿¬ö��÷ãä�<øù 

42. In a world where success is based on wealth. 

�.vSúûøü¬ö�<=ù 

43. In a world where success is based on size. 

�.vSýþ@øü¬ö�<=ù 

44. In a world where success is based on popularity. 

�.vS�����øü¬ö�<=ù 

45. Peter is saying that we must never look beyond 

the Lord Jesus as our role model. 

��E����,�����F	Gô
[

�PQ,	 

46. We must never look beyond the one who paid 

the price for our sins on the cross of Calvary. 

�,���[�� �>�/��
h��

���ñ�����F	Gô,	 

47. Peter is saying that we must model the one who 

is considered a failure by the world. 

��E���À�S<A�/�����ñ

/PQ� 

48. But is considered a real success by God. 

����¬ö�	 

49. Let me explain. 

�������� 

50. For the one who suffered outside the city gate 

�ñ�������� �!� 

51. Has had millions of followers, 

(�
%&H>"#�Í$;	 

52. Who rejoiced that they were counted worthy to 

suffer shame and die for his sake. 

[�BS¦¸%�>/!� &�'(�n

o
i¦¸�|)B�I��*�	 

53. The world considered Jesus a failure. 

.<=�/����,� 

54. God considered Jesus a success. 

�+����¬ö�	 

55. The apostle Paul probably was the greatest 

scholar of his day. 

èé´,�-«�[�¡ø�./�{;� 

56. After he met the Lord Jesus Christ on the road 

to Damascus, 

t[�/0c��>12��34�5� 

57. He spent the rest of his life preaching the 

gospel to every known part of the world. 

[V6¦¸�|)ef789<:ì�x;

>	 

58. At the end of his life, 

Ç([<=� 

59. After a life of preaching the word of God, 

�[	,�>U�¡?@A��ì�5� 
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60. Paul met death when an executioner severed his 

head on the Apian Way at the heart of Rome. 

´,V�,0��B�CDE/ì� �F

GUHIJKì�	 

61. That would render him a failure by the worlds 

standard. 

L�MN<=�OP�[��v��;� 

62. But God declared him a success. 

��:6[�¬ö�	 

63. During the English reformation, 

�JQR¶S?� 

64. There were three bishops who refused to 

compromise the preaching of salvation through 

grace alone. 

HTñ!¶��/'�U�bV3�æW

¡�XíYZ[\� 

65. They were all burnt at stake for preaching 

gospel of grace, 

[�/,'3]�4^�_�F`�aU>

Fbc	 

66. And just as the fire enveloped them. 

çtdefg[�¡� 

67. One man was heard to cry out to his friend and 

fellow bishop. 


��vA¾[���O
[�!¶hN

E� 

68. Play the man, 

�Ai6E� 

69. For by God's grace we will light a candle in 

England as we thus blazingly die. 

���\Fbc��jN��3]���6

}�JQ²k�lmn� 

70. That will never be put out. 

�oF�pg�	 

71. Many thought of them as failures, 

?@A�/[����;� 

72. But God saw them as success. 

���[��¬ö�	 

73. There was a young boy in Europe. 

�qrH�vsã� 

74. He carried provisions to Christians in caves 

because of their persecutors. 

[t�d/uvwx�]uy�z{ �3

4é|}`O~��	 

75. His tormentors held him over a cliff with the 

threat of death. 

x�[�Aõw[(��Þ���[� 

76. They wanted him to reveal the whereabouts of 

his fellow believers. 

[�w[Ei�d34éuy���� 

77. Looking down to the deep ravine, this young 

boy said, 

sã�J�N#���E� 

78. It is not so deep as hell. 

.ÊDF>���©� 

79. I will never tell and you can drop me down. 

�íF�67�������Å�� 

80. The world may have thought of him as foolish. 

<=��/[��� 

81. But God saw this young boy as a great success. 

���.ñsã�¬ö�	 

82. That is the meaning of the passage in I Peter 

that we were looking at today. 

.V��
��R}������� �&

�����	 

83. If there is a desperate need in our world today. 

�
.v<=����ò}� 

84. If there is a desperate need in our churches 

today. 

�
¶������ò}� 

85. It is the need to reintroduce this generation to 

true heroism. 

V�}�.v<ø�A�����æç�J

KÁ��¨®�	 

86. The apostle Peter is saying that we have the 

hero par excellence in our savior himself. 

èé��67�����i�JK]Q�V

����U!¯>	 

87. The Lord Jesus Christ. 

V�!��34� 

88. Therefore imitate him. 

RS}9:�� 

89. And that is why I have called this message, 

imitate your blesser. 

���
�#$V-/9:24;	 

90. Let’s look and read I Peter 2:21-25. 

����������  21-25�  

91. The apostle Peter said, for this you have been 

called. 

èé��E���¡¢£�/�	 

92. Called to what? 

¡¢uklª 
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93. Some people say called to suffering. 

HdAE�¡¢Å� 	 

94. There are other passages in the scripture that 

tells us that we are called to suffering. 

�
[�&� ��E(,��¡¢Å�

 � 

95. But that’s not one of them. 

�¤F�.¥&�RE�	 

96. Let’s look at the verse again. 

���G��.�¦&� 

97. For this you have been called because Christ 

also suffered for you leaving you an example 

that you should follow in his steps. 

��¡¢£�/���34s/���*

 ����§�­®�¨��Í$��©ª

�	 

98. So here’s what Peter is saying. 

���. ��«�� 

99. We are called to follow the example of Christ. 

��¡¢��}Í$34�­®	 

100. We are called to follow and imitate the Lord 

Jesus Christ if and when we suffer. 

��¡¢����� �¡¢�}{¬Í$

��34	 

101. So what God has called you and me to do is not 

necessarily to suffering. 

RS��­¢���¤F�®}��� � 

102. But we must follow the example of Christ when 

we suffer. 

\]t��� ¡�V}S34/���­

®	 

103. Of course Peter is quoting from Isaiah 53. 

��¯	,S°C� 53  �Ñ� 

104. After the broadcast you might want to read that 

in your Bible. 

�e�
���5��-SÅ±±. ¦

&� 

105. You’ll be amazed at how the old and the new 

testaments come together. 

�6��(±²�£�¦&��³´�ef

�µ�� 

106. One fulfills the other. 

�´Á¶,³´�Ñ	 

107. Peter quotes heavily from Isaiah 53 throughout 

this passage. 

�.¥Ñ ���/þ¯	S°C� 53 

 �&�	 

108. My listening friends, I want to make a point 

very clear because it’s very important. 

��������·i�v��}��²	 

109. Verses 21 to 25 of I Peter 2. 

�����  21-25�� 

110. Are the hub around which the whole epistle 

revolves. 

V�¸¹�º�»¼ù  

111. Verses 21 to 25 of I Peter 2. 

�����  21-25�� 

112. Are the cornerstone upon which the whole 

epistle is built. 

V�¸¹�º�3½� 

113. That is why I don’t want you to miss it. 

RS¾�¿#F}ÀÁ,	 

114. Why did Peter wait until the middle of the 

passage to get to the hub? 

/kl���(.¹��?�Âg�ÒÃi

.v»¼©ª 

115. Why didn’t he put the core and the foundation 

stone of this epistle at the beginning? 

/kl[Fp.l�}�3½Ä��º�Õ

J©ª 

116. Why didn’t Peter just begin the epistle by 

telling us that we should follow the example of 

Christ? 

/kl��FÅÆ�ÕÇV¨��Í$34

�­®©ª 

117. Because he wants to be sure that we understand 

that our primary calling comes first. 

�/[}��LÈYÉ��¾��Ê}�­

¢��ËÌ�� 

118. Our following the example of Christ is a second 

recalling. 

9:34�­®����v­¢� 

119. It is not a primary calling. 

F�Ê}�­¢	 

120. Are any of you who are listening surprised by 

that? 

�^ÍÝHd��-«��(�±Î� 

121. But that’s what Peter is saying here. 

�.ç���RE�	 

122. You have been called to Christ. 

�¡¢�(34Ï�� 

123. You have to have the calling of Christ upon 

your life first. 

�À�Ì¡¢�p��|)Ð�34� 
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124. And then you have the calling to follow him as 

an example. 

\5Ò¡¢�9:�	 

125. In I Peter 2:9. 

�����  9�� 

126. He told us that we are called from darkness into 

light. 

[67����F¢iÑÒ8ÓY�� 

127. Then he tells us that we are called to follow the 

example of Christ. 

�5�[Ò¾��E���¡¢�}Í$3

4�­®	 

128. There are so many people who talk about 

following the example of Christ. 

�@ABÐÔ9:34�­®� 

129. But following the example of Christ is 

impossible. 

�9:34�­®�F-«�	 

130. Why did I say that? 

/kl�.lE©ª 

131. Following the example of Christ unless you 

first have been called out of darkness into light. 

�Ä�%&Ì¡¢iÑÒ8ÓY�F\�V

F«9:34	 

132. Think about it this way. 

�Á�.lÕ� 

133. If you are in a room that is pitch black. 


����?ÖÑ�×U � 

134. And you cannot see a thing. 

klB�F2� 

135. And someone that you cannot see comes to you 

and says. 

ð�2�vq^¾�E� 

136. Don’t worry, just follow me. 

F	ØB�ðÙÍN�	 

137. How can you follow them if you can’t see? 


��ab�F2[��¨lÍ[©ª 

138. How can they lead you out of a totally dark 

room when you cannot see a thing? 

t���ÚÖÑ�ÛHF2Ü·�×U �

[
8¯Ý�©ª 

139. So how can it be possible for us to follow the 

model and example of Christ unless we have 

been first born again? 

RS��Ä���|,�F\¨l-«S3

4/­®OPQ�ÍÂ�©ª 

140. unless we first been called out of darkness into 

light. 

�Ä��Ì¡¢iÑÒ�ÓY� 

141. It is an impossibility. 

F\�F-«�	 

142. Those who ignore the importance of being born 

again 

HdAÀÞ�|��}� 

143. and say Jesus just an example for us to model 

ÆÆp��tuPß�®à	 

144. are like the man that’s in the dark room. 

.Vá�v�Ñ×U �A�®� 

145. what they are speaking are useless words. 

[�E�B�âÑ� 

146. they can talk all they want about Jesus as our 

example. 

[��ÐãÔE����@l��PQ� 

147. but the people will be going no where. 

�A�+äRåÂ	 

148. How can you follow the example of Christ 

unless you know Christ? 


��abF�æ34��¨l«ÍÂ��

­®©ª 

149. First you have to know Jesus before you can 

follow him. 

�À�Ì�æ��Ò«ÍÂ�ù 

150. First you have to have a relationship with Jesus 

before you can use him as a pattern for living. 

�À�ÌO�çè�é��Ò-Su�|�

�PQù 

151. First you have to have a relationship with Jesus 

before he can be your role model. 

�À�ÌO�çè�é��Ò-Su�{¬

�­®	 

152. How do the disciples of Christ follow his 

example? 

34�êé¨®Í$�©ª 

153. First don’t take revenge when you are wronged. 

���t��ë[¡�F}ìí	 

154. Second, 

��� 

155. wait patiently for God's justice when man’s 

justice is lacking. 

tA?�Åîç¡�ïBð¢��îçñ

ò	 

156. Third, 

�T� 
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157. never deny the truth. 

oFó®æW	 

158. And I’ve noticed that my time has just run out. 

���¡?ôõ(,� 

159. Next time, 

�����¡?� 

160. we will look at these three things further. 

����8��.T�Ï	 


