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Hello, listening friends.
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It’s a delight for us to know that you have tuned
into this broadcast.

R AR BECT BATTIR T H

And if you are joining our broadcast for the
first time,
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we are in the midst of a series of messages from
the First Epistle of Peter.
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Today we’re going to look at what Peter tells us
about God’s design for marriage.
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Dealing with marital relationships is one of the
most explosive subjects.
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Uh- What are the characteristics of an ideal
marriage?
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In the world today, there are many conflicting
voices regarding the ideal marriage.
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That is one reason why so many marriages are
in trouble.
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There are so many opposing views,
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so many conflicting arguments,
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and all have produced broken marriages,
broken homes, broken lives, and broken people.
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There are many advisors, counselors, and so
called experts.
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These experts often argue from experience as to
what constitutes a happy marriage,
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and that’s very dangerous.
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They are causing more harm than good,
KR AEE AL, AR,

because God, our maker, gives us what He
designed for an ideal marriage.
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God has a plan for a contented marriage.

AT TR, AN AL BA AN

Sometimes I visualize the problem of marriage
today as a group of day laborers who want to
build a skyscraper,
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and they try to build this skyscraper without the
architectural blueprints.
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Can you imagine what kind of building would
that be?
RAEABERRSR, KK &I At A RE s
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It would be constantly falling apart.
AR G B

In the world today, people enter marriage
without a good blueprint.
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Have you noticed how many people who have
failed marriages become experts and give free
advice on marriage?
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Would you like a medical student who failed
his medical boards six times and then become a
medical expert?
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This kind of thing does not happen,
ANEH R FR,

but somehow, these people have become so-
called experts on marriage.
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I just read about an expert who was counseling
a couple in his office,

T P W S0, RUR AT K AEAD
R Ip o8 s B — X R ZE,
after listening to them for awhile,
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he attempted to offer some hope to what seems
to be an irreconcilable difference.

AT TR BB AR, TBiE 2, L2l
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He leaned forwarded and interjected,

AT B [ Fi S AAT T 5

“The problem that you seem to have here is that
you are both overreacting to minor problems.

PRATTAA Tt , - P AN NN BURAE T

I know how you feel about this.

FHE VAT EZ

I had the same problem with one of my wives.”
FRER B, JUAS AR TR B AT (R 1 ) 7L
Let us turn to the blueprint of the Designer’s
Guide.
WBATRES, BATH KA B I A AT
51,

Let us see what God said in His Word.

EEAIRB AT S AL
If you have your bible, please turn to First Peter,
chapter three, verses one to eight,

WERARAT £ 28, TSRS AT 28 =3 1-8
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and let us read it together.
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My listening friends, I have emphasized this
many times in the past messages,
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but it is very important,
ESCAE R,
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namely, that you must understand the scriptural
passage in its context,

HOE UL, VRILATBR AR 2 ST SRR 3.

because someone looked at these eight verses,
of First Peter three, and asked,

DU AT LS N T ARG T 20 — B )\ e
Ja, e,
“Why are there six verses in this passage

directed to wives and only one verse to
husbands?”

M AN SON T3, A&
SO S R T e ?

The truth is, there is an historical reason for that.
HL b, XHEEA LS.

My listening friends, please listen carefully,
RRMIMA, EE L

in Roman society, where Peter was writing this
letter by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,

il B L, YIRS 2 26 R I E),
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it was the accepted rule that a wife should
always have the same religion as her husband.

IR, 37 ERBE SR A 23 Bfm 2 w23
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So, when the Christian faith appeared in the
Roman society,

DR =4 A U £ A L DA 2 By A 25

it was a common practice when a pagan
husband becomes a Christian,

TN AORAE RS RSO BB R, 1R
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that his wife and family automatically followed,
and they became Christians.

LT MENWMH IR N T HELE.

That was clear from the Cornelius conversion
in the Book of Acts, chapter ten.

PEAFGEATAL 20 2 LA — MRS 22 131
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That was clear in the conversion of the
Philippian jailer.

A LEME LU AR A A A E R RIS 2E 1)
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That was the culture of the Roman society.
XA I B A o K S B SR

Whatever religion the husband embraced, the
wife and the children followed.

LRI ARHL E T )L Bt
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But if the wife became a Christian, and the
husband remained a pagan,

(BUERZE AR T BRI E, s IR
DR P S U A,

that created a huge problem.
MR A n) i 1

I cannot describe to you about the social
dislocation that this has created in the pagan
society.

REAFZMATIEBAE DA,
X DL 2 3 2 KRR L o

The Roman man saw his wife’s change of
religion as a challenge to his manhood.

AP HNEN, BHCKETRR TR
A, AT 1) B PRSI Bk

He saw that as a challenge to his authority in
the household.

bl XA — K Z R PR .
Generally speaking, a Roman wife could add

one or two or three or four new gods to the list
of gods that the family worshipped.

ORI, BT R LIRS BT 2R [ A
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And that was just fine with the pagan Roman
husband,

HREEZS Ly IR IFAN SRS 271X Al

he had no problem with that whatsoever.

AN I T A L
Why?
A AWe?

Because they believed that the more gods that
they had, the better off they were.

RUGARGTIAME . FRROIEE, Xl AT
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But what the unbelieving Roman husband
could not understand, or could not accept was
the exclusive nature of Christianity,
(EAEHRER ) 2 L SORENA H, AR
A2, SEBHE MR,

he could say to his wife, “What do you mean

you are abandoning all of the gods and sticking
just to worshipping one god?

by RES R 27U, ARETSGT e P 13
[ SR O S VA LIPS = /9 = WS T
What do you mean you are doing away with all
the gods?

TR A A E T G BT (e 2
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We need more gods, not less!”
YL I, 5 4 FERLD T2

The unbelieving Roman husband, like the
unbelieving husband today,

B AAME ERSLR, MBS RAE W
SLR—FF,
he does not understand when his wife comes

home and says, “Jesus said I am the Way, the
Truth, and the Life,

MARAA L SRR U, HRER
Ui, P, B, A,

that no one comes to the Father except through
me.”

HAMEEI, B NRERISOUIR L %
Therefore, because of the very specific problem

that had arisen among believing wives who had
unbelieving husbands,

FTEL, oA T RN RS T, R
5 BRI T R AR P

Peter spends six verses trying to help them deal
with this difficulty.

TORAFHINTT A, K3 B A AT T e vl
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He dedicates more verses to minister to them,
than he does for the believing husband.

5N T IEBSEENLREZ WA, kK
A Bhix e dE 1,

A believing husband, who automatically had a
believing wife, had to do only one thing,

X TR RIS RATT, AT ZE 5 2 Bt A B
NFEEAER, R AR

look at First Peter 3:7:

HENARIH =571,

“He is to be thoughtful,

LA FERNFE 1 [FAE

caring,

ST

giving,
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supportive,

SCHES

nurturing,

%,

sensitive,

PRI,

understanding,
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and considerate.”
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Oh, that’s not easy.
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But Peter says a Christian husband must have
all of these qualities.

EPEAS UL, A5 TS R A2 I 28 T 4%

What Peter actually does here, is give more
responsibility to the Christian husband in one
verse, than he gives to the wife in six.
FLOASAEX L, LR Al A /N1y 22 SO X
PPN, 45 T AE BRI SRR T
.

So now you understand why there are more
verses to Christian wives with unbelieving
husbands than there are for husbands.
DUEARIIE T8, WA At 'S 32 2 3,
XA TR BT E BRI EE T T .
What does the Word of God say to believing

spouses who have unbelieving spouses in this
passage of First Peter 3:1-8?

ST RFEZME, —AME E— DG ERE
W, AR =R 1-8 W, MR R
BN

In verses one and two he said,

o P I S SN

B U

“You do not have to use words in your
witnessing.”

PRAN— € 75 ZEH] 5 T AOLAIE o

In verses three to five he said,

o = 25 U

“Your inner beauty of character is your greatest
asset.”

PRINFESRAE, SRR,
In verse six he said,
N

“Your submission to God will liberate you from
all fears.”

PRMEAR AR, Al ] LR (0 AR R B
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Finally, for believing couples he says in verse
seven,

B JE ST, AbRHE ERA B

“Learn to live in harmony together, for this is
how your prayers will be answered.”

TS TEATAL,  RATT AR #1506 2 T T
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Let us look at all of these very quickly.
IEBATRER K B IX L H A

First,

B

you don’t have to use words in your witnessing.

PRA— % 5 E ] 5 TR AOIALE -

Look at First Peter 3:1,
A= 11,
“Likewise, wives submit to your husbands so

that if any of them is not a believer, would be
won over without a word being said.”

PRAEZE T, ZEMR B SR, XA
AAME BB SLR, ABATTEARANITIE,
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Do you want to know what Peter is saying here?

PRABANAERIE AR A P i ) de A 2

He knows that a new believer is always full of
zeal and vim and vigor.

MBENERINE EN, B0 T, A
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A new believer is anxious for an unbelieving
spouse to experience what she is experiencing.

—ANEERE, BRRO TR, R E
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But because they are new believers,

ERL A ATINIE EAA,

they do not understand that conversion is God’s
job.

hmﬁTﬁ,ﬁiﬁ&Q%ﬁmiﬁ;
They do not understand that it will be done on
God’s timing.

ABATIAN T, i (0 A AT A I TR

And they are tempted to be so persistent in their
enthusiasm,

M H, ABATEATHIREE A SRR,
that they are tempted to nag their husbands.

AATT AT HRT SR ZRZRWIW

So Peter is saying, “Don’t nag him,
SEAFRAATTVE,  ANEER A7),

that will turn him off,

XHE, AbATT RS SR,

that will be counterproductive.”

Sl AN .

My listening friends, listen carefully to what
Peter does not say,

SREZIIAA, W WO AT BT T



115. he does not say ignore him,
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116. he does not say be cold and disapproving of
him,
b IFAZU, DI Bifsfl, XA,

117. no he does not do that.
A, MR A

118. He does not say, “Never answer a question
about the faith when he asks you.”

Tt AU, YAt i AR BE AN, AN
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119. No.
ANEH !

120. But rather, Peter tells wives to demonstrate the
character of Christ.

A XS IR LE R A2 1 P ZE U, 3 Ak
(SHIDEEW
121. And that is why this passage comes

immediately after the passage that we looked at
in the last message,

XM A, KB SR RRAE EIRIAT
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122. namely, the modeling of the example of Christ.
AR AT BRI FEE I

123. Do you remember what I said to you in the last
message?
PRicICA E AL A E B ?

124. No one can ever model the example of Christ,
unless they have a relationship with Jesus
Christ.

BRAFIRANHREREL B QA e R, ARIRANGE
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125. Here he is saying, wives, now that you have a
relationship with the Lord,

WAFAEIX YL, AT, DIAEARRISEE T
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126. then model His example in your life.
SICEAE AR IR A= iy F S0 A

127. He is saying, develop your Blessor’s
characteristics.

b, EAERA G, FEIRIRAG AR 56

128. Peter does not speak to single people in this
passage.

AT IR AAER B S 5 5 N At
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129. For those of you who are believers and are
single,

UERPRIEIE AL, SOERIEE

130. I want to refer you to First Corinthians, chapter
six, verse fourteen,

HEWRER AL G HHNE 1475,
131. where Paul tells you not to marry an unbeliever.
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132. Peter here is speaking to wives who became
believers after they were married.

WA IX BT UL, JERLe st S DUE A F 1)
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133. And single people do not be tempted to say, “I
will marry him or her and then convert him or
her.”

ARUSHI A, T I, FRATEE 145
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134. God might overrule, but you are tempting God
when you live in disobedience to His clear
injunction.

MR RESBVE— LR 114, B ORBH S
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135. And old Puritan many, many, many years ago

wrote the following,

RERZELIT, 2R HNES XA
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136. “If you marry a child of the devil, you can
expect to have trouble with your father-in-law.”

URARERBE I ) 1% 1 4505 AR SAS T BRI
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137. You don’t have to use words to witness to your
spouse.

PRAN— 8 5 BT 5 U ) AR R B A A I E

138. Next time, we will look at your inner beauty of
character and how it is your greatest asset.
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