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BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING – 23 

 
 
1. Hello, listening friends. 

��������	 

2. If you are joining this broadcast for the first 

time, 


���
�������� 

3. we are going through a series of messages on 1 

Peter. 

����������������� 	 

4. Today, we are going to look at the conduct and 

humility of the blessed. 

!"��#�
$%&�'
()*�+,

-�./01234�	 

5. Peter tells us that the Christian conduct is a 

lifestyle. 

��5�678�/9:2-�;<=>	 

6. He is telling us that the Christian conduct is a 

consistent and persistent behavior. 

-?@���678�/92
A��BC

2DE�� 

7. In other words, a believer is not one person in 

public and another person in private. 

FGH5�678�'�'IJ2K�
L

�	 

8. In 1 Peter chapter 4 verses 7 to 11, 

����MN 7-11�O�5� 

9. Peter gives us four characteristics for the 

conduct of the blessed and faithful. 

���PQ
$%&RST�678��-

�/9U�VK�P�M$WX� 

10. Let’s go through them now. 

Y��
Z
Z[\	 

11. Number one, 

�
� 

12. there is a discipline in prayer. 

:2]^_?	 

13. Number two, 

�`� 

14. there is a devotion to love. 

:2abc�	 

15. Number three, 

�d� 

16. there is a dedication to hospitality. 

:2ecfg	 

17. Number four, 

�M� 

18. there is demonstration of the use of the spiritual 

gifts. 

:2hijk�lm	 

19. These are the four characteristics that 

summarize the conduct of the blessed and 

faithful. 

n:2%&RST�/9oK��M$W

X� 

20. Let’s now look at them one by one. 

Y��
Z
Zp[\	 

21. First, a believer’s conduct includes discipline in 

prayer. 

�
�678�/9qr]^_?	 

22. My listening friends, please listen carefully. 

������stu��5� 

23. Prayer is easy. 

_?2vwx�� 

24. Many people will tell you the opposite is true. 

yvz'V{|[}�5� 

25. They say prayer is hard. 

_?2v~�	 

26. How can you find time for prayer? 

�����_?�� 

27. My friend, what I mean is this, 

����������2� 

28. it is easy for us to pray when we want 

something from God. 

���}��o���v��_?� 

29. Prayer is easy when you are desperate. 

�������:V_?� 

30. Prayer is easy when you are at your wit’s end. 

���������v�:_?� 
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31. Prayer is easy when the doctor has given up. 

��;���������:_?� 

32. Prayer is easy when you know that your needs 

can only be met by God alone. 

�����Q�+����'�� ���

�¡U:_?� 

33. At these times, you don’t have to discipline 

yourself in prayer. 

�n¢����£¤#7¥¦§]^_?� 

34. On the contrary, you are pounding on the doors 

of heaven until your spiritual knuckles are 

broken. 

c{���Vi¨p©"ª�«�¬­�j

k��J©®Q	 

35. But that’s not what Peter is talking about here. 

y���n�o5�£2n$��� 

36. What Peter is talking about here is the 

discipline of spending time with God daily. 

�����2�#¯"°�±�]^p²�

c³� 

37. The discipline of spending time with God as a 

friend spends time with a friend. 

:´µ���c¶O4�°�±�·�	 

38. The discipline of spending time with God and 

expressing gratitude of a recipient to the giver. 

°�±�·��¸¹ºml»¼��� 

39. The discipline of spending time with God and 

delighting in the person of enormous loving 

generosity. 

°�±�·��?@n½��¾�R¿À�

����z�ÁÂ�ÃÄº	 

40. Peter is talking about a time that is spent 

between the grateful and the graceful. 

�����2�°�±¸lÅÆ� 

41. Peter is talking about the discipline of spending 

daily time with God. 

�����2�¯"°�±�·�	 

42. You often hear people talk about saying my 

prayers. 

�Ç�'5��#ÈÉ_?Ê� 

43. Have you heard people say that? 

�����|nË�Ì� 

44. My friend, there is a world of difference 

between saying your prayers and praying. 

������ÈÉ��_?ÊÍÎ��_?

�vÏ�ÐÑ	 

45. Those who say their prayers, 

O¢É¦§_?�'� 

46. Are like someone who picks up the phone and 

begins to talk. 

:´�¢'ÒÓÔH:¦5¦H� 

47. And when they finish, they hang up without 

letting the person on the other side do any of 

the talking. 

¦§�H5ÕQ:ÖÔH×Q�Ø�Y}=

�Ù(5H�ÚV	 

48. That’s what a person who says his prayer does 

with God. 

O¢É¦§_?�':2n4}g��� 

49. What kind of a relationship is that? 

-µ��Û�234��� 

50. Many of us find our minds wandering in ten 

thousand different directions when we pray. 

vz'�_?����ÜÝÞ�ß�¨£�

àá	 

51. My listening friends, I want to tell you the devil 

is smart. 

������Y�?@��âã2väå

�	 

52. He does not want us to stay plugged in with 

God because he knows that is the source of our 

power. 

-æ}£çè��µ�éêcë�ì9-v

íî�n:2����¨ïð	 

53. That is why our minds go in so many different 

directions. 

���ñ�ïo+£�àá�:2n$ò

ì�  

54. Believers must learn to discipline themselves in 

prayer. 

678óôõö]^_?	 

55. Whenever you hear a message on prayer, 

¯���Q
÷�Û_?�� � 

56. invariably, most people feel guilty and 

convicted. 

Ïøù'V£úBûp�üý¸	 

57. Why? 

9��� 

58. Because no one feels like they’re spending 

adequate time in prayer. 

ì9¯
$'JVì9¦§_?��±£þ

B¸­�ý	 

59. My listening friends, I don’t want you to feel 

guilty, 

�������£çè��üý¸� 
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60. that is not the purpose of this message. 

��n÷� ���£��	 

61. Why? 

9��� 

62. Because I want to tell you something about that 

kind of guilt. 

��µ���nËüý¸� 

63. It’s like rubbing alcohol. 

:´Ö�����	U� 

64. It will evaporate very quickly. 

v�:
�Q� 

65. In no time at all, you will forget it. 

���:V
�	 

66. There are other people who get depressed. 

����
¢'V¸­��� 

67. I remember when I used to read about the great 

saints of God who prayed for hours at a time, 

������­
¢jk�'����-�

°v���±_?� 

68. I would get depressed because I couldn’t do 

that. 

�¦§Ø�£­�:¸­v��	 

69. I used to think that there’s something wrong 

with me. 

+��Ã9�
�2����£}��p

=� 

70. That is, until I read about how some of the great 

men of God also had a hard time concentrating. 

¬­�R�Q
¢jk�'������-

��Vùñß�¨£àá� 

71. So they prayed ten minutes at a time several 

times a day. 

�2-�¯"ù���_?�¯��ù�	 

72. And when I read that, it liberated me. 

���­n��: �!"zQ� 

73. It freed me to understand that prayer should not 

be a burden. 

�å#Q�_?£2$%�n&�¸­'

(	 

74. It is not the length of time that you spend, 

Û)£���°z���±_?� 

75. it is the discipline of spending time with God. 

B���2*+,ö-�.°�±�·�	 

76. Whatever method you use is not the issue. 

�i��=>/£$#� 

77. Spending time with the God you love, that’s the 

issue. 

$#�2�.°�±�·�o���� 

78. Spending time with the one to whom you owe a 

debt of gratitude is the issue. 

$#�2�.°�±�·m0l¼��Y�

¸1£2��� 

79. And that is the focus of prayer. 

n32_?�4X	 

80. Peter says, in effect, if you get your prayer life 

right, 

��5��bU����Ç�_?;<�� 

81. developing the next characteristic should not be 

hard. 

�5jk;<��`$WX:£V�6~

Q	 

82. When you have disciplined yourself in prayer, 

���þ]^_?�� 

83. you will have devotion to love. 

�:�þabc�	 

84. when your vertical life is on the right track, 

��;<�7¬8�ÇQ� 

85. your horizontal life will be right too. 

�;<�9:8�V�Ç	 

86. But if your vertical relationship is out of kilter, 

y
��µ�U���7¬Û�;<£=

�� 

87. don’t expect your horizontal relationship to be 

smooth sailing. 

O���µ'c¶�9:Û���£­>�

?	 

88. Peter is saying that Christians must love each 

other with a deep love. 

��5�678óôabc�	 

89. The original word literally means ‘at full 

stretch.’ 

Èabc�Ên$@��òA�2BßC¨

���	 

90. Why at full stretch? 

9��#BßC¨� 

91. Sometimes loving your fellow Christian can 

stretch you to the limit. 

���Î2¤#DC¨[�E��FGH

I	 
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92. Now the problem with all of us is that we can 

easily forget our own imperfections. 

ÏJJ�û4�KL�:2vwx
�¦§

�MN� 

93. Yet we easily see the imperfections of others. 

Øv�:\OÑ'�PX	 

94. And that is why we have a hard time loving 

people. 

o+��v£wx?�'� 

95. We think that we are perfect and we wish that 

others be perfect like us. 

��Ã9¦§2ÕC���QèÑ'´��


4ÕC� 

96. The truth is, we’re not perfect. 

yRb��J£ÕC	 

97. You really don’t want everybody to be like you. 

��£çèo��'Jµ�
4� 

98. In fact, one of the things that irritate parents the 

most, 

�bU�SY�TU�¸­VW�:2� 

99. Is when they see their own weaknesses and 

imperfections in their children. 

�-�\O�¦§�XX�P��YZ�[

U�� 

100. And they get angry with their children. 

-�:}\]�^_	 

101. When you see their imperfections, don’t take it 

out on the poor child. 

��\O-��£ÕC��`a£#bc_

�d�ef�YZ[U� 

102. You’re probably only seeing your own 

imperfections. 

ve�n¢:2�¦§�PX	 

103. And God uses these opportunities to hold up a 

mirror to us as if to say, “This is what you are, 

�&in¢ÚV�g�Q
8hZ��8

��?@�5�Èn:2�� 

104. “But I love you anyway.” 

y�i(��	Ê 

105. My listening friend, listen carefully. 

������stu�� 

106. When God holds a mirror in front of you, 

��Ö
8hZj��8��� 

107. all you should do is get on your knees and say, 

“Thank you, Lord, for loving me. 

�k¤#lm}�5�ÈEno¸¹�n4

��	Ê 

108. Thank you that you love me in spite of my 

weaknesses. 

È¸¹��p(��XX��q(���Ê 

109. Thank you for loving me in spite of my 

imperfections. 

È¸¹��p(�£ÕC��q(���Ê 

110. Now help me to love others that have 

weaknesses and imperfections that are just as 

bad as mine.” 

È��rs��?�O¢´�
4�XX�

£ÕC�'	Ê 

111. And that is why Peter goes on to say that love 

covers a multitude of sins. 

ì���tu5���vwxz�ü� 

112. You find that in verse 8 of chapter 4. 

��MN�y�	 

113. What does that mean? 

n2����� 

114. Is he telling us that we should tolerate sin and 

pretend it doesn’t exist? 

-2*z��qwü{�|}�\O� 

115. No.  That’s not what this verse means. 

£2��n/£2n�~A���� 

116. Far from it. 

æ}£2	 

117. My listening friends, listen to me carefully 

please. 

������s��ñ� 

118. Peter is saying that when you love deeply, 

��5abc����2� 

119. you will forgive them when they wrong you. 

�-�}£Ó������ò�-�� 

120. It means that you don’t hold the confessed sin 

against them. 

�-��Ã¦§�ü|���£+�9Ö�

}�-�� 

121. Just as your heavenly Father does not hold your 

confessed sin against you. 

�
���"T�£i��o�Ã�ü[}

���
4	 

122. Many of you have heard this saying, 

xz'J�|
GH5� 

123. “When you don’t love someone, you often will 

count every little fault. 

È��£�
$'���V�K�N� 



5 

124. But when you love someone, you will swallow 

the gravel for them and it won’t hurt you.” 

y���
$'���:V�ñ���_�

�	Ê 

125. When you are disciplined in prayer, 

��]^_?� 

126. when you become devoted to love, 

����abc�� 

127. then you’ll be dedicated to hospitality. 

��:�Dñpfg'	 

128. Let’s put it another way. 

FGH5� 

129. To be disciplined in prayer will make you 

devoted to love. 

�]^_?I�&��CñC�p�'� 

130. And love can be shown and manifested in 

hospitality. 

n4��:VK�Pfg'��T	 

131. I know that some guests are delightful when 

they come in, 

����¢�'[���Y�£���� 

132. and others are delightful when they leave. 

y�¢�'�2-����Y����-�

���Q	 

133. Of all forms of love, Peter chooses hospitality. 

�o�K���=>������+fg9

�[5å	 

134. Why? 

9��� 

135. Hospitality is the most stretching of all 

expressions of love. 

ì9�Èfg'ÊS�����2*DQC

¨[K��	 

136. In Peter’s day, there were no hotels. 

��O$����� � 

137. And the inns were dangerous and often places 

of immorality. 

����¡RJ2v¢£�¤¥¦§�p

=	 

138. Therefore, it was very important for Christians 

to open their homes to believers who were 

passing through. 

o+678�j¦§�J�fg
¢�|�

678��2v¤#�	 

139. Peter is saying that the highest form of 

expression of Christian love is hospitality. 

��5�fg�'2678K���c��

SÁ=>	 

140. Let’s look at these points again. 

Y��¨5
�n¢W©� 

141. The conduct of the blessed is seen in 

disciplined prayer life. 

%�m&�'�-/9U�W©VK��]

^_?�;<� 

142. It is manifested in a life devoted to love. 

K����abc�� 

143. And a life that is dedicated to hospitality. 

+,�T�fg	 

144. And finally,  

SI
X� 

145. the conduct of the blessed is found in a life that 

demonstrates the gifts of the Spirit. 

%&ª�/9�e+«jklm�¬iUK

�P[	 

146. My listening friends, this is very important. 

������n
Xv$#	 

147. The Holy Spirit comes to the life of every 

believer, 

­kV®¯¯
$678�;°�� 

148. and opens their spiritual eyes. 

/�±-�jk��²� 

149. They recognize they were sinners and needed to 

repent. 

&-��Ã¦§2ü'�¤#³´�  

150. And the Holy Spirit is the person who delivers 

the born again believer. 

­kY678�þ$;	 

151. He is the one who delivers that spiritual baby. 

FGH5�­k;mQn$µ�jk¶Y	 

152. And just as He delivers that spiritual baby, 

�º
;mnjk�¶\� 

153. on the day that spiritual baby is born again of 

the Spirit of God, 

:�­k$;Qn$jk¶Y��
"� 

154. The Holy Spirit gives them a spiritual birthday 

gift. 

­k:m¼-�jk�;·¸¹	 

155. Some are given more than one gift. 

�¢'e�z�¢¸¹� 
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156. But everyone has at least one gift. 

y¯$'º»�
¼¸¹	 

157. The tragedy is this, 

e½�2� 

158. many Christians leave their spiritual birthday 

gifts unopened, 

vz678¾¿��À�n¼jk�;·¸

¹� 

159. and many of them run around saying that they 

don’t have any gifts. 

��¢678­¶}'5�-���¸¹J

��	 

160. Do you know what they are actually saying? 

���Rb-�2����Á� 

161. They are saying that God is lying and they 

don’t have a gift. 

-�:25��5Â�-����­Ù(l

m	 

162. My listening friend, this is very serious. 

������n2vÃ$�� 

163. You are under obligation before God to 

discover and use your spiritual gift. 

���8��ÄÙÀ��/&i��lm� 

164. You have no options. 

�Ñ����  

165. In fact, that’s why Peter makes an issue of it 

here. 

o+���n�WÑÅPnÆ�	 

166. The apostle Paul gives us these lists three times. 

&8ÇÈ�d�Å­jklm�íÉ� 

167. In 1 Corinthians 12, 

ÊËz�� 12NÌ 

168. in Romans 12, 

È¡� 12NÌ 

169. and in Ephesians 4. 

Í+Ío�� 4N	 

170. And Peter comes in and emphasizes this and 

says, “Yes, use the spiritual gifts that Paul is 

talking about.” 

�n���ÎÏ5�2��#��&iÇÈ

o5�jklm	 

171. Whether they be gifts of teaching, 

£Ð2ÑÒ�lmÌ 

172. or gifts of hospitality, 

fg�lmÌ 

173. or gifts of faith, 

�ñ�lmÌ 

174. or gifts of administration, 

ÓÔ�lmÌ 

175. or gifts of leadership, 

ÕÒ�lmÌ 

176. or gifts of giving, 

Ö×�lm� 

177. whatever they may be. 

£Ð2��� 

178. These are the Holy Spirit’s gifts to the members 

of the body. 

n¢J2­kmm�lm�¼Øj67�Ù

ÚÛ�� 

179. This is very serious. 

2vÃÎ�	 

180. And they are given first and foremost so that 

God might be glorified. 

mmn¢lmS$#����:2#ÜÝ

�	 

181. But secondly, 

�`� 

182. they are given for mutual encouragement of one 

another. 

lm�29Q678���Þß	 

183. We don’t exercise our spiritual gifts to benefit 

ourselves. 

��£2&ilmY¦§�­àá� 

184. We don’t exercise our gifts to draw people’s 

attention to us. 

��£2&ilmâãÑ'}���ß�� 

185. We don’t exercise our gifts to show how 

brilliant we are. 

��£2&ilmK�¦§z��3ä� 

186. No. Why? 

£2�9���� 

187. Because they are gifts that are given to us and 

therefore, we have done nothing to earn these 

gifts. 

ì9n¢J2­km¼����/£2å¦

§�æçèé�� 

188. And that is why we have nothing to brag about. 

o+������eêë�	 
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189. Each one of us is required to discover and use 

God’s gifts for the building up of each other’s 

faith. 

��¯
$'J¤#�ì�o¼�lm�/

&ií���î��ñ	 

190. Each one of us is commanded to encourage one 

another through the use of God’s gifts. 

�°ï��¯
$'�J#��&in¢l

m���ðñ	 

191. And that is why Peter closes this section by 

saying in verse 11, 

o+��� 11��òó5� 

192. “To him belong glory and dominion forever.” 

ÜÝô�J2º��¬­õõöö� 

193. Amen and Amen and Amen. 

÷�o÷�o÷�o 


