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BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING – 25 

 

 

1. Hello, listening friends. 

��������� 

2. Welcome to you and to all of you who are 

listening to us right now. 

	
��
������������ 

3. We are coming very close toward the end of the 

series of messages from 1 Peter. 

������������ !�"#$%

&�'()� 

4. In fact, we have this message and another one 

and then we’ll finish. 

*+,�-./012/�3������

-456)� 

5. And today, I want to talk to you about humility. 

01�47789:;��<=� 

6. There are all kinds of definitions of humility. 

89:;>?@AB�CD� 

7. But the best definition for humility is found in 

the Scripture. 

E%��CDFG#�HI�� 

8. It is in John’s gospel chapter 3 and verse 30. 

JKLMNOP 30�Q�� 

9. John the Baptizer summarized the biblical view 

of humility when he pointed to Jesus and said, 

RSKLT5)G#�HI�89:;�U

VWXYIZ 

10. “He must increase and I must decrease.’” 

[\]^��\_`� 

11. That is biblical humility. 

�-FG#HI�89:;� 

12. If you try to ignore this definition, 

ab�cd)��CD� 

13. if you try to change what John is saying, 

ab�efgKLHI�� 

14. you will miss the whole point of biblical 

humility. 

�-hiA)jG#akl89:;� 

15. As Peter gets ready to close his first epistle to 

the churches in Asia Minor, 

m��no56p�qrstuvuwx�

� y� 

16. he directs his attention to humility. 

Uz{|}$89:;��~=,� 

17. If you have a Bible, please look at 1 Peter 

chapter 5 verses 1 to 6. 

ab�>G#��l�����P 1-6�� 

18. Knowing that humility is something that is 

caught and not taught, 

����89:;F�8�w;��AF�

8�w;���� 

19. Peter develops a sense of priority in dealing 

with humility. 

�F��z89:;�����3��� 

20. Just as he taught us our sevenfold blessings 

before he could tell us how to respond to our 

blessings, 

�aU������{M���&����

�ak����M�� 

21. Peter deals with humility in three stages. 

���O�����89:;� 

22. He begins first with the leadership, 

��F����� 

23. then the young people, 

�&F ¡¢� 

24. and finally, to all members of the church. 

%&Fwx�H>�£¤¥� 

25. The key verse here is found in verse 5. 

¦§�#¨Fp��� 

26. “Clothe yourselves with humility toward one 

another.” 

4©9:6ª��«¬­� 

27. This is the subject of this passage. 

�®F�¯G#�°=� 

28. This is the clue to what Peter is trying to teach 

the believers in the church. 

�F��w�wx ¥�±²� 
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29. He is giving them the picture that humility is 

like a robe that you can put on in life. 

U©³´­��µ¶��I·89:;F¸

©³J��¹º��� 

30. Therefore, your words are to be clothed with 

that robe. 

�«���»4³,�¼½¾¿ 

31. Your activities and your actions are to be 

clothed with that robe. 

��ÀÁ4³,�¼½¾¿ 

32. Your decisions are to be clothed with that robe. 

��ÂÃ4³,�¼½¾¿ 

33. This is not something you go walking around 

telling everybody, 

E�Ax$ÄÅ��¢I� 

34. “Look at me.  See how humble I am.” 

l�@Æ�9:Ç 

35. Because humility is caught and not taught. 

��9:F�8�w;��AF�8�w;

���� 

36. Peter speaks first to those in position of 

authority and leadership in the church. 

����w�Q�wx�>ÈÉ��Ê�� 

37. Whether it is pastors, teachers, parents or 

anyone placed in a position of authority. 

AËFÌÍÎwÍÎÏÐ�ÑÒk��>È

É�¢� 

38. Anyone who is placed in authority, whether 

they know it or not, are being emulated by 

others. 

ÓF>ÈÉ�¢�AËUÔÕ>Ö>×Ø

$�UÙFÚ¢ÛÜ�Ý¶� 

39. Just like sheep follow a shepherd, 

-ÞßàWÌß¢� 

40. children follow their parents’ example. 

áâÛÜÏÐ�ãä¿ 

41. Just like sheep follow a shepherd, 

-ÞßàWÌß¢� 

42. people are following their leaders. 

¢àåU����¿ 

43. And just as shepherds are responsible for 

feeding their sheep, 

�aæçßèFÌß¢�éÒ� 

44. parents are responsible for modeling and 

molding the minds of their children. 

ÏÐ�éÒ-F4êëÎìíáî�ïð×

ñ¿ 

45. Just as shepherds are responsible for leading 

their sheep, 

�aò�ßèFÌß¢�éÒ� 

46. church leaders are responsible for molding and 

modeling the lives of their followers. 

wx��Ê>éÒêëÎìíàåó�¹

º� 

47. And that is why Peter said in verse 4 that Jesus 

is the Chief Shepherd. 

H©Jpô�Q����I�XY£¤FÌ

õ� 

48. There is one thing and one thing only that a 

shepherd had better learn to do. 

Ìß¢\ö�÷�¼*�®Fø�\ö�÷

�� 

49. And that is to follow the direction of the Chief 

Shepherd. 

-FàåÌõ���� 

50. This is true, whether the shepherd is leading at 

home or in the church. 

�ù�AËÌß¢FJú��ÑJwx��

Ù4�Æû� 

51. In biblical times, 

JG#�yü� 

52. the chief shepherd did not ask the 

undershepherds for their opinion. 

ÌõAxýþÌß¢�×�¿ 

53. The chief shepherd did not call for a vote by the 

undershepherds. 

ÌõA�4Ìß¢����¿ 

54. The chief shepherd gave the orders and the 

undershepherds followed. 

Ìõ���/�Ìß¢-Ù­�àå� 

55. The reason why some churches are in a state of 

confusion today, 

01>�wxÄJ	
���
�� 

56. is because the undershepherds have started 

leading with their own opinions, 

-FQ�Ìß¢���ÔÕ�×����� 

57. and not leading by the Word of God, the Chief 

Shepherd. 

�Ö>��Ìõ�����<���� 

58. One reason why so many families are falling 

apart today, 

01?@ú����
���� 
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59. is because the undershepherds in the homes are 

not obeying the Chief Shepherd. 

-FJú����Ìß¢��Ö>­�Ìõ

���� 

60. Peter is saying that when the Chief Shepherd 

returns, he will reward faithful undershepherds. 

��I�mÌõ�$��,�y�[4��

Q��ï�Ìß¢� 

61. He will reward undershepherds that did not 

impose their own opinion. 

[�4��Q�A�Õ×À*�Ìß¢¿ 

62. He will reward undershepherds who did not 

live for themselves. 

[�4��Q�A�ÔÕ���Ìß¢¿ 

63. Jesus will reward undershepherds who resisted 

the temptations for personal gain at the cost of 

biblical truth. 

XY4��Q��� !�A©"#G#$

%�&'()�Ìß¢� 

64. I want you to look at verse 2 of chapter 5 of 1 

Peter, 

�l�����p�Pp 2�� 

65. “Those who serve the Chief Shepherd, not for 

shameful gain.” 

Ìç��èß�…..�W�*×�+U

��,,AF��-.� 

66. Look at verse 3. 

�lpO�� 

67. “Those who serve the Chief Shepherd, not their 

personal power and glory.” 

®AF/0H12���� 

68. Parents, you physically feed your children and 

protect your children. 

��ÏÐ�����ç345��6¾� 

69. You must do the same spiritually. 

J789:®>Bä�éÒ� 

70. Feed them upon the Word of God and protect 

them from the enemy of their soul. 

©��<�æçU��;45U�A<8=

>?�@A� 

71. Church leaders and ministers of all kinds, 

wx�ÌÍ2�Ê�� 

72. the only food that is worth the name, that you 

give your people, is the Word of God. 

�HBC�s ¥%>DE�FG�-F�

�<¿ 

73. The only protection that is worth the name is 

exposing falsehood and keeping false teachers 

as far away as you can. 

�HBHC%>DE�5I�-FJKLM

NI�AOU�PQ ¥� 

74. For when you do that, Peter said, 

��I�m��Æûy� 

75. the Chief Shepherd will give you an unfading 

crown of glory when he returns. 

$)ÌõRS�yT���\�QUA_V

�WXYZ� 

76. In biblical times, 

JG#�yü� 

77. when victorious generals returned home from 

battles after victories, 

J[\,�]��^�_`aby� 

78. they were crowned with a garland of flowers. 

xzcdeJU�f,� 

79. Most often, they were made from long lasting 

flowers. 

ghÙFijklm�cn��cY� 

80. But even those coveted crowns passed away 

eventually. 

E���¢op�cY�qrxst�� 

81. But not the crown that Jesus is going to give his 

faithful undershepherds. 

�°XY�s�ï�Ìß¢�YZ��UA

sV� 

82. All earthly crowns will perish. 

H>u,�vYÙxwx� 

83. But the crown that faithful leaders will receive 

will never perish. 

E�ï��ÊH�$�YZ��FUAwx

�� 

84. The leaders who follow the example of the 

Chief Shepherd, 

-FQ�ÛÜÌõãä��Ê¿ 

85. the leaders who humble themselves before the 

Chief Shepherd, 

JÌõ:�9:��Ê¿ 

86. the leaders who refuse to follow their own 

instincts, 

Q��yåWÔÕ�z{�À*��Ê� 

87. Peter said that these leaders will receive the 

crown of glory. 

��I����Ê�4|�WX�YZ� 
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88. What is that crown? 

YZF}Æ~ 

89. Being commended by the Lord Jesus. 

-F°XY������ 

90. The greatest crown that a Christian can receive 

is to hear from the lips of Jesus, 

��£¤¥HB�$%��YZ�-F��

XY��I� 

91. “Well done, good and faithful servants.” 

����������ï��¢� 

92. Leaders are to model humility. 

�Ê4ÛÜ9:�ãä� 

93. And secondly, Peter tells young people to 

submit to spiritual authority. 

p����� ¡¢4¬­78�ÈÉ� 

94. I’m going to tell you about my own experience. 

�������#�� 

95. I have never known a great leader who had 

never learned what it is to submit to another. 

�H�Ø����Ê�Ö>��A�x4¬

­È��� 

96. Children who are taught to honor their father 

and mother, 

w�6¾�{ÏÐ� 

97. sooner or later, will be adults who will know 

what it is to submit to God. 

��U�x����¬­��� ¢¿ 

98. Children who are trained to love and honor and 

respect their parents, 

��6¾��Î�¬ÔÕ�ÏÐ� 

99. sooner or later, they will become adults who 

will love and honor and respect God and his 

Word. 

��U�x�����Î�{�<»�� 

¢� 

100. So what is submission to spiritual authority that 

Peter is talking about? 

QÆ�����HI��¬­78�È��

F}Æ×ð�~ 

101. In the church of Jesus Christ, there is only one 

authoritative power, 

JXY£¤�wx���>���ÈÉ� 

102. and that is the authority of the Word of God. 

Q-F�<»�ÈÉ� 

103. Now Peter does not say that the leader in the 

church has authority because of his title, 

��;Ö>I�wx��Ê��Ä����

�
->ÈÉ¿ 

104. Peter says that the only authority that any 

leader has is the authority of the Word of God.   

��I�Òk�
�Êø��ÈÉ�-F�

<»�ÈÉ� 

105. And when that leader ceases to preach the 

authority of the Word of God, 

m�ÊA��<»�È�y� 

106. he ceases to have any authority whatsoever. 

QÆ�U}ÆÈÉÙÖ>� 

107. Therefore, what Peter says to young people is 

this, 

H©��Ý ¡¢I� 

108. young people, submit to spiritual authority. 

 ¡¢�4¬­78�ÈÉ� 

109. Why? 

�}Æ~ 

110. Because by submitting to the authority of these 

leaders, 

���4F�¬­���Ê�ÈÉ� 

111. who have already submitted themselves to the 

authority of the Word of God, 

����ÊÙF¬­�<»È��� 

112. then you are submitting to God himself. 

QÆ��-F¬­�)� 

113. Leaders are to model humility because humility 

is caught and not taught. 

�Ê4��9:�ãä���9:F�8�

w;��AF�8�w;���� 

114. Young people are therefore to submit to 

spiritual authority. 

H© ¡¢4¬­78�ÈÉ� 

115. And thirdly Peter said, 

��I�pO� 

116. exercise humility toward one another. 

4©9:�« ¡� 

117. What does that mean? 

�F}Æ×ð~ 

118. Let’s go back to the definition of biblical 

humility. 

����$G#HI�9:�CD� 

119. He must increase and I must decrease, 

U\]^��\_`� 
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120. which means knowing who God is and who I 

am in relationship to him and other believers.   

×ð-F��Ø�Î�ØÔ��;·¢�£

�Î�£¤¥£¤¥�¦�¦�ak� 

121. Humility is having a realistic view of yourself. 

89:;-F§+��ØÔÕ� 

122. You know what your gifts are, 

���ÔÕ�¨©Jª�� 

123. you know what your strengths are. 

���ÔÕ�õÄF}Æ�  

124. But as a believer, you also know that these are 

the gifts that God gave you.   

��£¤¥������§ÙF�H©�«

¬� 

125. So, for you to humble yourself toward another 

person, 

H©m�©9:¡¢y� 

126. is for you to recognize their gifts and rejoice in 

them. 

-F4­�Ý9�¨©�;�U�®]� 

127. To humble yourself toward another person is 

not to be jealous of the gifts of others. 

©9:¡¢-F�A¯°Ú¢�±²� 

128. On the contrary, as a believer, you want to 

encourage them. 

��£¤¥��³�x´µU� 

129. You want to motivate them to mature in the use 

of these gifts. 

�x¶µU��K·;¸iU��¨©� 

130. When each member of the body of Christ 

rejoices in the way that God uses another, 

m£¤�¹,����º¹�Ù�)�¸i

Ú¢�	­� 

131. that is humbling yourself toward one another. 

�-F�«©9: ¡� 

132. When each member of the body upholds the 

other in the area of their giftedness and ministry, 

m£¤�¹,����º¹�ÙB»¼Ú¢

*½�¾¿�2U�¨©�Àiy� 

133. you are humbling yourselves one toward 

another. 

�-F�«©9: ¡� 

134. Finally, Peter is saying, 

%&��I� 

135. if you really want to live in and by the power of 

God, 

ab�$�e4Á���B��� 

136. then you must live for God. 

�-\ö����� 

137. What does it really mean to live for God? 

8����;$ÂF}Æ×ð~ 

138. To live for God is in every way the opposite of 

the way the rest of the world lives. 

8����;-FàuÃ�9ÄÅ��Æ¿ 

139. To live for God is to live the life of biblical 

paradox. 

8����;-F�ÇG# ÝË�¢¹� 

140. What is biblical paradox? 

}ÆF8G# ÝË;~ 

141. Believers see the unseen things, 

®-F£¤¥Bl�QlA��¿ 

142. that believers conquer by yielding themselves 

to God. 

£¤¥�WÈ�É­�³�BÊ�]¿ 

143. Believers lead by serving. 

£¤¥©­Ë¢�û��¿ 

144. Believers find rest under the yoke of God. 

£¤¥Ì��Í���$)Î!¿ 

145. Believers are made great by becoming little in 

their own eyes. 

£¤¥JÔÕÏ�?:`��B�����

¢¿ 

146. Believers are exalted by being humble. 

£¤¥�Ð:�³�Ñ®¿ 

147. Believers become wise by becoming fools for 

Christ’s sake. 

£¤¥�£¤�ÒÓ�ÔÕ��Ö×��Ø

�$>ÙÚ�¿ 

148. Believers are made free by becoming Jesus’ 

bondservants. 

£¤¥Õ×ûXY�Û����$)ÔÜ¿ 

149. Believers possess all things by having nothing. 

£¤¥Ý/Þ*Þ¬����ß>�§�

¢¿ 

150. They wax strong by being weak. 

U�ÔÕàá����âã¿ 

151. They triumph by defeat. 

U�©ä']¿ 

152. They find victory by glorying in their infirmity. 

U��ÔÕ�àá���$])¿ 

153. Believers live by dying. 

£¤¥Çåæ¹¿ 
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154. That’s what living for God is all about. 

�-F����� 

155. And it is my prayer that you live for God. 

�çè����®B����� 

156. And until next time, I wish you God, richest 

blessings. 

Õ����©Ms����/3��y¦�

x� 


