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BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING – 26 

 
 

1. Hello, listening friends. 
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2. We welcome you to this very last broadcast 

from 1 Peter. 
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3. We have been studying this magnificent epistle 

for the last several messages. 
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4. And today we’re going to look at the very last 

section of the epistle. 
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5. And if you have your Bibles, you can turn to 1 

Peter chapter 5, verses 8 to 14. 
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6. I want to tell you some things that I have 

learned from life. 
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7. I have met people who refuse to be warned of 

the warning signs. 
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8. They would have warnings that their business is 

in trouble, but they refuse to take notice. 
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9. They get warnings that their marriage is in 

trouble, but they refuse to take notice. 
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10. Now I want to talk to you about this refusing to 

take notes of warnings, 
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11. because Satan forever is luring believers into a 

false sense of security. 
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12. Satan is forever trying to convince believers 

that all is well with their half-hearted 

commitment to Christ. 
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13. In the meantime, there are troubles around the 

corner. 
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14. Peter concludes his first epistle with a dire 

warning to Christians in Asia Minor.   
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15. Look at 1 Peter chapter 5 verse 8. 
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16. “Be sober.  Be vigilant.  Because your 

adversary, the Devil, walks about like a roaring 

lion seeking whom he may devour.” 
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17. Being sober is different from being vigilant. 
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18. You can be sober, but not vigilant. 
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19. But you cannot be vigilant without being sober. 
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20. And that is why Peter puts being sober first. 

©���ª�.¡A�«¨>?� 

21. Driving under the influence of alcohol is the 

number one cause of traffic death throughout 

the Western world. 
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22. Why? 
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23. Because a drunk driver has impaired vision. 

BC½�¾¶#�¿ÀÁÂÃÄp 



 

2 

24. A drunk driver has impaired reactive 

mechanisms. 
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25. A drunk driver has impaired control over his 

limbs. 
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26. But here’s the tragedy. 
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27. Everybody else around that drunk can see the 

effect of alcohol except the drunk himself. 
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28. Why? 
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29. Because drunkenness creates the ultimate self-

deception. 
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30. The Christian who allows Satan to deceive him, 
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31. sooner or later will begin to deceive themselves. 
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32. And that is why Peter is pleading for the 

Christians to be serious minded about the devil. 
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33. Do you know what Satan’s modern-day 

deception is? 
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34. It is keeping us so busy that we become numb 

with tiredness. 
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35. It is keeping us so strung up for time that we 

have no time to be sober and vigilant. 
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36. It is keeping us over committed that we are 

running haggard. 
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37. And once he has you running completely 

exhausted, 
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38. once he has you over committed, 
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39. then he will attack you. 

FGek	
�� 

40. And before you know it, you are spiritually 

blown off the map. 
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41. Peter is telling believers to be serious minded 

about the devil’s intentions. 
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42. His intentions are always known, and that is to 

entrap you. 
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43. I have researched the reasons for Peter’s use of 

the image of a lion to describe the devil. 
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44. Some early Christian tradition said that Peter 

wrote this particular epistle from the city of 

Rome. 
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45. There, he may have seen how some Christians 

were devoured by hungry lions in the Roman 

stadiums. 
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46. Or he probably thought back to the words of 

Jesus when he said to him, “Peter, Peter, Satan 

has sought permission to sift you as wheat, but 

I’m praying for you.” 
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47. Peter probably thought about how Satan was 

trying to devour him on that last day before 

Good Friday, 
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48. when he denied the Lord Jesus three times. 
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49. I also learned something else about lions and 

their roaring. 
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50. Lions apparently roar on three different 

occasions. 
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51. A lion roars when a competitor strays into his 

territory and tries to hunt on his turf. 

�Z[�KL\]�ÛKL^_�N`&�

�ÛKLekIJ� 



 

3 

52. At that point, a lion’s roar is to tell the intruder 

to “butt out. That’s my territory.” 
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53. The second occasion in which the lion is known 

to roar is when he is caught in a storm. 
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54. Lions apparently detest thunder and lightning. 
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55. The third occasion in which the lion is known 

to roar vigorously is after catching his prey. 
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56. This is most likely the roar that Peter has in 

mind here. 
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57. When a lion catches his prey and wrestles it to 

the ground, he roars a roar of triumph. 
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58. This is the lion’s way of saying, “I have got you 

under my control.” 
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59. This is the lion’s way of intimidating the prey 

into nonresistance. 
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60. Lions are very cunning creatures. 
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61. They do not roar before they catch their prey. 
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62. Why? 
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63. It would scare the prey into running away. 
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64. So, he creeps quietly so that no one is the wiser. 
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65. He tippy toes so that he may not be detected. 
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66. He quietly prowls until the prey is totally 

unsuspecting. 
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67. And once the prey lies down and goes to sleep, 
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68. he moves in with the speed of lightning. 
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69. At that point, he roars as if to say, “I have got 

you and you cannot get away from me.” 
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70. The devil does the same thing. 
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71. Satan gets you involved in all kind of 

extraneous activities, 
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72. thinking that you are doing good work. 
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73. He gets you busy with life’s problem. 
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74. He gets you busy with life’s pleasures. 
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75. He gets you busy with life’s activities. 
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76. He gets you busy with lust and greed and more 

and more. 
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77. When you don’t have time for prayer, 
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78. and when you don’t have time for the Word of 

God, 
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79. and when you don’t have time for fellowship 

and be accountable to others, 
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80. then you do this day after day after day. 
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81. What is Satan doing? 
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82. He is waiting. 
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83. He’s prowling. 
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84. He’s tippy toeing.   
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85. And once you become spiritually lethargic, 
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86. he gets you under him and he roars to his 

heart’s content. 
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87. And that is why Peter left his most important 

warning to the end. 
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88. “Be sober and be vigilant. 
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89. Don’t be flippant about your enemy. 
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90. Don’t be ignorant about his intentions toward 

you. 
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91. Don’t think for a moment that he is not setting 

a trap for you.” 
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92. In the Old Testament, David was a man after 

God’s own heart. 
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93. And yet, in a period of a few years, Satan got 

David to relax, 
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94. and enjoy all of his success and his resources, 
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95. and David could not hear the lions creeping 

into his life. 
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96. David ceased to be spiritually vigilant and 

sober, 
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97. and he began to enjoy the acceptance by society. 
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98. For a poor boy growing up in a poor home, 
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99. setting up and enjoying his throne is natural, 

but not supernatural. 
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100. David was not struggling with God in prayer 

any more. 
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101. David stopped walking across the street and 

spending time in the temple of God. 
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102. And in time, David fell into the snare of the 

enemy, 
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103. and began his downward spiral which put a 

huge blotch on his pure heart. 
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104. Satan has a clear aim. 
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105. Satan has a well-defined goal. 
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106. Tempt believers to sin and make them afraid of 

standing before God. 
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107. Satan’s clear aim is to destroy the impact of the 

Gospel in the world. 
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108. Satan’s precise goal is keep unbelievers from 

becoming believers. 
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109. Satan’s aim is to deceive people into believing 

that they can be good without God. 
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110. Satan’s clear aim is to distort the Gospel. 
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111. Why? 
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112. So that it does not stand in clear contrast to 

false belief systems. 
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113. Satan’s greatest activities take place when 

believers are alert and sober and having victory 

over sin. 
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114. My listening friends, please listen to me very 

carefully. 
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115. I want you to look at 1 Peter chapter 5 verse 10. 
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116. Listen to what Peter said, 

8���	»ª� 



 

5 

117. “Our God is a God of all grace and he will 

come to our aid the moment we call upon him.” 
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118. You must never try to be a spiritual commando 

and attempt to take the devil on by yourself. 
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119. That would be one of the greatest mistakes that 

you can make. 
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120. The God of all grace is ready and willing to 

defend you. 
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121. The God of all grace is ready and willing to 

protect you. 
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122. The God of all grace is ready and willing to 

fight on your behalf. 
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123. All you need to do is ask. 
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124. That’s what being sober and vigilant is all 

about. 
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125. Staying close to God. 
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126. The God of all grace is ready and willing to 

strengthen you. 
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127. In verse 13 of chapter 5, Peter said, 
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128. “She who is in Babylon,” 
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129. Who is he talking about? 
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130. The “she” is the church in Rome, 
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131. the bride of Christ in the city of Rome. 
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132. Babylon refers to Rome because it was a city 

that had become like Babylon of old. 
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133. Even pagan Romans nicknamed Rome Babylon. 
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134. Why? 
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135. Because of the level of decadence and self 

indulgence that it revealed. 
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136. The same thing could be said of many faithful 

churches in many cities of the world today. 
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137. The spirit of Babylon, 
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138. which is the spirit of decadence and self-

indulgence, 
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139. has invaded many cities in the world. 
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140. And many believers live in a modern day 

Babylon. 
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141. There was once a famous animal trainer. 
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142. He trained wild beasts to respond to his 

commands. 
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143. One particular act that always brought the 

crowd to its feet involved a thirty five-foot boa 

constrictor. 
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144. The trainer had raised this huge snake for 

twenty-five years. 
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145. He got it when it was only a few days old. 
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146. He cared for it. 
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147. He fed it. 
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148. And he worked with it daily. 
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149. In this particular act, 
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150. the trainer would lie down on the ground with 

his pet boa. 
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151. The snake then would begin to wrap its long, 

strong tail around his body. 
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152. The massive reptile was easily strong enough to 

crush the man into pieces. 
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153. But it would always release him just as he 

trained it. 
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154. But one day, things did not work out the way 

they were supposed to. 
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155. the boa squeezed the lifebreath out of his 

trainer and crushed him to death. 
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156. The man’s pet had become his cruel master. 
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157. My listening friend, let me ask you this. 

������8t�� 

158. What is gradually wrapping itself around you? 
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159. What is slowly crushing the spiritual life out of 

you? 
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160. What temptations are you flirting with? 
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161. What pets are you lying down with and 

cuddling? 
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162. Could it be that your career is slowly squeezing 

out of you the desire for God and his Word? 
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163. Is your work keeping you from spending time 

with him and serving Him? 
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164. Could it be the lure of material things that is 

crushing your spiritual life? 
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165. What is it for you? 
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166. Be sober; be vigilant because of your adversary, 

the devil. 
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167. It is my prayer that you are sober and vigilant. 
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168. And until next time, I wish you God’s riches 

blessing. 
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