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PORTRAIT OF GRACE - 6

Hello, listening friends. We are so glad that you
joined us today.

PRI, AREE, AR AR REMC T AT 14
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We are studying God’s grace in this series of
messages entitled, “Portrait of Grace;”

FAVIEAE 2 I R E R R R A5
PR i

and, today, we will focus on the passage from
Genesis 32, verses 1 to 32.

A RBATELE R QAL 32 5 1 3] 3275
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Most people see that surrendering to their
enemy is a sign of weakness;

K2 B NATBHETNAL A — TR 55 R AR

but, today, I want to tell you about a kind of
surrender that is a sign of strength.

HARILE IRy HX P, 20—l
JIE AR o

I am talking about surrendering to God.

P IFAIE 17 B o

Like Jacob, so many of us want to do our own
thing.

RIS —FE, JATIF 2 NAAR e 2
E

We want to chart our own course.
FATERR) B CHIHTRE .

We want to captain our own ships.
FAVEEE B SN

We want to handle our own problems;
TATAREE B ORI AR,

and we want to leave God out of our plans.

FAVEICAHEBRAE B S RHRIZ A

That is, of course, until we hit an iceberg and
our ship starts taking water.

FRFER] T oKk, BATHIR TG K A 1k
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Often, we are happy to leave God out of our
plans, until we find ourselves in the sort of
situation that Jacob was in.

HH, AR B SRz
Hb, HEIBATRKILE At THER B DL
Ho

In Genesis, Chapter 32, we find Jacob in what
we call in English, “between the rock and the
hard place;”

RO 32 B8, FRATTAR I AbAE kIR Wy
MEM AR ST

and, at that point, we say to ourselves,
“Everything else has failed. Maybe, I'll try
prayer.”
FEM—Z], FATSM: bRk
#RWC T, WP LRSS .

My listening friend, prayer should always be
the first option, not the last resort.

SREIIR, #o35 NAZCA RS — (R $E,
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Prayer should begin by seeking God’s plan;
5 it A% LA SRA BT R IT 4

and, in Genesis 32, we find Jacob in a
predicament.

FEEITE 32 5, FRAI1E BIMESALE N T2
Ho

His Uncle Laban was behind him and his
brother, Esau, is in front of him.

HITHAA A s 5 DA, JE a5 5B
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In Genesis 32, verses 1 and 2, Jacob sees an
angel of the Lord going before him.

eI 32 % 1 5] 2795, HER WB M AL
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In the past six years of his life, Jacob was
blessed and prospered supernaturally by the
Lord.

FERL L NES T, HESA R T AR
(1 B By R R AR AN A o

Twenty years earlier, Jacob saw a vision of God
in Bethel.

AR, RS R TR RS .
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Way before all of this, he was aware of the
prophecy about him before he was even born --

S AR IR L 7 J, A S H0IE —AMb AR
ARG

that he would be the fulfillment of God’s
promise to his grandfather, Abraham;

HRAAL, MXRHABAHASOTAT R N VF, A
fib 5 _ESCH

and, yet, all of these facts were lost on Jacob in
a moment of crisis.

SR, HHERS AL SE L PRI, PTATIX
SO SR T

All that Jacob could think of at the time of the
crisis was his own fear.

AHER S A fE L2 TR, Al
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Isn’t that what we all do, my listening friend?

SREA, BATIA R IE R dn ey ?

A moment of crisis in our lives seems to
obliterate all of the evidence of God’s past
blessings.

FEBAAENE Z R IUEH LA Z], Bl its
A RBATIT S MIAR AR T

Jacob was so terrified of his brother, Esau, that
his scheming, manipulative, strategizing old
nature got the best of him again.

TR AR AR 0 B BF DA, LA AR
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Have you ever been there, my listening friend?
SREIII VR IXFEIZE e ?

When you know in the past that God provided
for you and blessed you and protected you and
ministered to you?

TRUIWIFIEAE L R e H L, A gENAR, 1
R, DRI, BEBIIK

When God proved His faithfulness to you again
and again in the past?
AL IR AR T Al 45 5

And, yet, all of a sudden, some little gossip
makes you panic.

SR, SRR W], — RN 2 A8 A3 Pk et i
kK.

As soon as you hear half the facts, you get
yourself into a frenzy.

FEHUr T2, IRt ks, BaiA
o
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In Genesis 32:9, Jacob prays one of those
telegraphic prayers;

PRI 32 55 9 Y, HERA T —AMATAE I
Pt s

but he wasn’t sure if God was going to answer
his prayer or not;

ABANFIE A 2 AN 2 0] AR (R 4 7 5

so he goes into full strategy mode and he says
to himself, “Oh, I remember my brother Esau
as a greedy and covetous man.

Fir DAt 5e A= [nl 21 1 ik 2 22 TR I S 15 L,
fBAR: <mR, Bl S RAFEF A — A0S
TEMIN.

I remember my brother, Esau, as a man who
always wants to satisfy his own human
appetites;

PFac A A LA — NPT B TN
so, let me send him a whole lot of gifts.

PR, PR A — KHERIALY) o
Let me send him one gift after another.
W — e Ak AL

I will overwhelm him with gifts.”

F ALY AL fe o

Jacob probably was saying to himself, “If Esau
does not like goats, then, he will like camels;
and, if he doesn’t like camels, he might like
donkeys...”

SRV “WRUBEAE RN, 5
I AZEIETE s WERA A R IRTE, WRES
BRI T ”

and, in a panic, he sends his brother one gift
after another.

TRAENN Y, h—r— e i 5 5F
1AL,
What Jacob did not realize was that God would

answer his prayer in more ways than he ever
dreamed possible.

A A AT TR EI R, i B 75 (15 2o
B REARZR 1 o

For example, his brother was going to forgive
him;

bbdn, Ak afas Jsi

and, in addition, God is going to show up in

person.
ifi H, #icsom 3 2.
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It never occurred to Jacob that God would
answer his prayer so mightily.

RS AEAN b 2 T b 5 22 P 7 A e B2 A
IR 5
Let me tell you about four things that you must

understand when you find yourself in tough
times.

FANEVRIR, SO0 DA T NS i
foc, € IR DY A

The first is the cause of trembling.

HOG, TRRRMEAR I .

Secondly, the necessity of wrestling;

9, TSR
and, thirdly, the blessings of clinging;
H=, ESMCKIGAE.

and, fourthly, the power of limping.

Y, B RE M.

First, let’s talk about the cause of trembling.
TG, BATRIRIREA A

Most often, what causes our fear and trembling
is not even real.

RZ I, AEFATHE AR, Hs
FFAEAE

When Jacob heard that there were about 400

men coming toward him from his brother, Esau,

he began to panic.

EAS T, M EFRF AR, A7 400 A
IR AR A, At ie T

What else would they be coming for, but to kill
him?

MATIER T oRABRAD, IEBEA Y R PR g ?

Jacob trembled and shook for a whole night.
Over what?

R 4G I 2 AR Bt ) AT AW ?

Erroneous information and his own wrong
assumptions.

SRR R AR SR B AN A HE T o

The Bible paints a picture, here, of a restless
and agitated, trembling man in the dark, desert
night.

ALK TN E T 5B,
%%ﬁi,—AA%%%%,%%ﬁ%o

Nights are very dark in the desert.
YN RRCHE FE E RT

No work can be done in the night.

FEME E AT F ] i
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You cannot see anything, except wild and
bizarre imaginations;

/f/J\/H‘/Z\ ﬂlﬁ;ﬁﬂ ’ Rﬁ%ﬁﬂ :u\ﬁL*a

which brings me, secondly, to the necessity of

wrestling
R R PV EE a2
PE.

In verses 9 to 12, Jacob cries out to the Lord
and says, “Oh, Lord, my God, deliver me!”

EO R 127, FES ARk <R, IR
o, SRAURRR I

My friend, I hope you know what you’re saying
when you pray,
SREWIMA R B, Jeay SR
EREIRYE I/

because I’'m going to show you that God may
literally show up as an answer to your prayers;

R, REE YRR, 0T Re St AR #5 45
(Y ) AR S IR 5
so0, in the midst of his terror in the dark of night,

it was not Esau who showed up to kill him, but
it was God who came to wrestle with him.

S AL AL RAR B N, DLIR
ATARRA, T 2R A AT A PR

The One who showed up in the middle of the
night was no other than the pre-incarnate Christ.

FIRASE A6 e S I ) 12 RIDRETE B 1A 54 ) i
o
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The pre-incarnate Christ appeared many times
in the Old Testament.

BRI R P B (105 0 £ TH 2 BL Y L
Ko

L

Theologians give the appearance of the pre-
incarnate Christ a big word. They call it
“theophany.”

P22 AR T R TE B B 3B 1
I, ABATTRR 2 A A iy W

Some people read this passage and think that it
was Jacob who was wrestling with God;

AL N B S INAg,  38 DA 2 &2
SRz e

and they say that you, too, must wrestle with
God.

A YRR, e BRI
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My listening friend, it’s very important for you
to understand that God did not show up so that
Jacob could have a wrestling match with him.

SREMIA, VREYA, s B, A
FEN T AEAER ] DURNAIREA TR B LR,
No.
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God is the One who showed up to wrestle with
Jacob.

MR, A E SR S R R

It is true that Jacob asked for a blessing and
would not let go until he got it,

B, HES ARG, i HRANIS H Bk
AR,

but it was God who showed up in order to bring
Jacob to the point of submission.

B, ML 1 Ui ) el 1
&

Here is what you must understand, my listening
friend.

SRR, R—x A,
God will wrestle with us until we surrender.

M HEANFEE,  HBIBATMA 1L

When you and I are persistent in stubbornness,
God will wrestle with us until we surrender.

HPRB P LRI, Ao 5 RATTIREL,
TR BATIMR A 1L

This is a paradox that the world will never
understand;

AT T s, RSP Ie ik B
)5

but, just as the camel cannot be loaded with
goods until he kneels,

HUAFEE— LS, A e N g, 4
RER BT | 2%,

you and I cannot be blessed until we bend our
knees.

PRI TEIREE &, A B 2 A .

There can be no real blessing without surrender.

B MR AN 2 ECIE R 5 o

There can be no true success without
submission.

A RS H IR R .
There can be no true victory without
relinquishing.

BT A 2T LR RO A
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There can be no true effectiveness without
yielding.

WA MM RA A HIER R

There can be no power without obedience;
WA MRMA S EETT

and, so, we saw the cause of trembling,

AR, A IE LR 5 A

the necessity of wrestling.

AT T ERE 2

Thirdly, the blessing of clinging.
B, ESERIGE .

Jacob kept up the struggle and would not
surrender until daybreak;

FHELS AN W b 45 L 2 e A B B

but, because God did not want Jacob to see
Him at daybreak,

FH T AN S L A 25 0 R S8 (R e AL 280 4
He was about to leave, when Jacob insisted on
a blessing.

PRIEAE R B 2SN, HE A SRR AT 21 Ao 1 U
%’EE'E!‘ o
Jacob knew that God was wrestling with him

for his own good and blessing, so he clung to
God.

AR FHE A S AR ECE T kARG 2 23 AR AN
Ky, DIABSITAE R AN I

What God wanted Jacob to learn is this:
FHAR S ME R 2 S T DR A2

all of his struggles against men got him
nowhere.

At 55 N4 S E 57 TE DI o
Now, he must struggle against God and lose;

b 255 4 00 9 ELEE

and, here, he clings to the pre-incarnate Christ
for a blessing;

SOy, AT BB E e B R ES, BSR4
2 WA

but Christ was not going to bless him until he
surrendered;

1 A AR R i B i, B A S T
At
and, so, we saw the cause of trembling,

P 1 2 7 AR 5,

the necessity of wrestling,

LIRSz I DAL S G



103. the blessing of clinging.
WA T I 2 R AR o

104. Fourthly, the power of limping.
H0, A TRE B IRE T .

105. The last thing we see in Genesis, Chapter 32, is
Jacob limping on his way to see his brother,
Esau.

FEGIHA 32 T e, Fdl 1 B &
J, 2 WA RF R LA

106. This is a power limp,
XA I RE T -

107. because it is a limp that made Jacob small and
God very big.

PR BSR4 AR BN, A
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108. It is a limp that says, “I am decreased and God
is increased.”

BRI NA 25U <A eHE, bl

109. It is a limp that says, “I am walking, not in my
own strength anymore, but in His.”

BRI NA 20 “AHIEE CATE, 1M
FEHETS

110. Jacob had contended with God successfully and
lost.

HES Tt Sl g, R AN T

111. The world will never understand that our
success is in losing to God.

XA S K B TEF A, FRATI I S A
SRR

112. The world will never understand that our
victory is in surrendering to God.

XA TR B TEVE B A, FATT R Rl A
RLEEd

113. For years, Jacob contended, and cheated, and
won,

MET, HES S5 ANG=F RVEIF HIS T
#1,

114. or, at least, he thought he did.
/0 H CRIX AN .

115. He contended and cheated his brother, Esau,
and grabbed the birthright.
fb 5 aFaF g, A, 835 T KT
57 o

116. He contented and cheated his blind father, Isaac,
and got his blessing;

S IR ISR LU e, 3RA% T
{IEETEIE

117. but, in reality, none of these were real victories,

E5ps b, IXEEHAGEEIE A,

118. because, here he is, 20 years later, and he is
terrified.

0 20 55, AR TRk

119. My listening friend, listen very carefully, as |
conclude.

SREZMA, ARSI, 54740
7.

120. The real victory was when Jacob contended
with God and lost to God.
HHER- L0 A0 1 F oA s B s, 43R
73 7 HAER A .

121. When it comes to wrestling with God,
B AT PR B I AR
122. our purpose must always be surrender.

P H I RAZAE A T FEAR .

123. For true success in life, there has to be
surrender to God.

SRR A T I AR I REEh, EAT 7 Ao
Hiz o

124. My listening friends, seek God’s plan for your
life and, then, surrender to Him

SREAC, RN AZ 2 SRAEAR A i 1
vl ARE 1A At AR

125. so that you, too, can have true victory and
success in your life.

XKE, ARAREAE B O AR PR EOE A
FIFN L) o

126. Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.

JEAR R AR ZT K, B H !



