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Hello, listening friends.
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Thank you for tuning in to this broadcast.
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It is our joy to know that this is ministering to
you.
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We have just started a series called, "Biblical
Compassion."
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We are studying the Book of Jonah.
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In our last two broadcasts, we spent some time
learning about the will of God.
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We also learned how different people respond
to God’s will.
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Have you ever been in a situation where you
tried to ignore the will of God in your life?
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I have!
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If you’ve never been there, I pray to God that
you never will.
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Have you ever been in a situation where you
knew clearly what the Word of God said,
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have you ever been in a situation
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where you knew clearly what the Word of God
said regarding a specific situation in your life;
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but you went against It anyway?
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Have you ever had the Word of God speak
clearly to you;
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but It did not fit your own goals, so you went in
another direction?
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Only those people who have been there know
the consequences.
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To some, these consequences may not surface
for a while;
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but, make no mistake about it. Surface, they
will, unless you repent.
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Only those of us who have been there know the
overwhelming grace of God when we repent
and turn back.
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Maybe, there is someone listening right now
who is adamant about doing his or her will and
not God’s,
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and God has been sending all kind of signals
and warnings and prodding, and He has been
patiently waiting for you to respond.
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Perhaps, there is someone listening right now
who is toying with the thought of flirting with
sin.
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Perhaps, there is someone who is listening right
now who is trying to test the patience of God.
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Perhaps, there is someone who is listening right
now who is testing the patience of God,
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or, perhaps, there is someone listening right
now who is convincing himself that it is okay to
take short cuts at work or at school.
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We learned in our last broadcast that there are
only two types of Christians:
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those who are traveling with the will of God,
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and those who are traveling against the will of
God.
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There is no third.
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We saw also how Jonah decided to travel
against the will of God.
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We saw that, when you travel against the will
of God,

BANER > LA T S T i

you pay the full fare,
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you never complete the journey,
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and you never get a refund;
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but, when you travel with the will of God,
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you will always complete the journey.
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God pays the full fair.
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Jonah, instead of going east, as God asked him
to do,
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he decided to buy a ticket and travel as far west
as it was humanly possible to go in those days;
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but the God of Heaven was watching him.
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Listen to Jonah, Chapter 1, verse 4.
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"Then, the LORD sent a great wind on the sea,

and such a violent storm arose that the ship
threatened to break up."
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Let me stop right here and ask you this:

HAT TR X L > P[RR — > [m]

Do you know why God pursues His children?
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Do you know why God pursues you?
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Do you know why, no matter where you go,
God will go after you?
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Do you know why God doesn’t just say, “Oh,
well, it’s too bad. He just wandered off from
me.
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Well, I'm sorry that she decided to go her own
way
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Well, he went against My will and My Word
and I am dumping her and I am getting
somebody else.”
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Before I answer the question, let me tell you
this:
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God never deserts His own.
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God never lets a true Christian lose his or her
salvation.
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God never lets one of His sheep fall into the
abyss.
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Listen to what Jesus said, in John 6:39.
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"And this is the will of him who sent me, that I
shall lose none of all that he has given me, but
raise them up at the last day."
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Back to the question, as to why God pursues
His children.
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Why, indeed?
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Because He loves you so much
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and God is not willing to let you go.
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Through the years, I have seen many a loving
spouse.
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When one spouse, in blind selfishness, wanted
out of the marriage,
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the loving spouse is unwilling to let go;
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but, ultimately, they do not have the power to
hold on and they have to let go.
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They have no other option;
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but this is not so with God,
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because He has all power on Heaven and earth.
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He will not let you go
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until you obey.
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You will bring pain and suffering to yourself
and your loved ones.
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You will bring suffering upon your whole
community, until you obey.
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There is no clearer example in the Old
Testament about the tenacious love of God than
in the Book of Jonah.
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The pagan sailors were terrified of the storm.
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Obviously, this was unlike any other storm that
they had ever encountered.
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In all their years of crossing the Mediterranean
Sea, they had never seen anything like this.
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Pagans, in general, are fearful of natural
phenomena.

AR T8 HO B AR A A —Fh &
TR -

Why?
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Because, to pagans, nature is God;
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and, if their gods are angry,
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they can’t appeal to the creator of nature,
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because they do not know Him.
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Where was Jonah when all this was taking
place?
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Look at verse 5 of Jonah, Chapter 1.
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Let’s read it.
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Jonah does not only represent the individual
disobedient Christian, who is asleep in the
midst of spiritual turmoil,
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but Jonah also represents the church of Jesus
Christ,
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a church who is asleep in the midst of a
wholesale departure from the faith.
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Let me tell you something very important
PR &R — L E R H B HF -

that, when a church goes to sleep, the forces of
evil begin to take over.
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When the church goes to sleep, we begin to
experience moral decay.
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When the church goes to sleep, we begin to lose
our families.
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When the church goes to sleep, we begin to
embrace sin.
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93) Jonah was snoring so loudly that he could
not hear the raging winds on deck above.
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Was that the peace of God?
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No, it was false peace.
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How could Jonah sleep in the midst of the
storm?
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That is because he has drugged himself with the
drug of disobedience.
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So many are asleep right now in the midst of a
raging storm
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and they are being lulled about by smooth-
talking people.
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Be very careful.
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Be careful of false peace.
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It could be just the sound of your snoring that is
drowning out the noise of a brewing storm.
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The pagan sailors did everything they knew to

do.
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They dumped cargo overboard.
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They used logic.
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They used nautical science.
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They used common sense;
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but, here, the problem was not the pagan sailors.
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The problem was a disobedient man of God.
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The problem was a man of God that was
drugged with indifference.
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The problem was a man of God who was
oblivious to the Word of God.
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The problem was a man of God who put
himself ahead and above the Word of God.
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My listening friends, I want to tell you
something very important.
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This is a far greater problem than the pagans.
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God knows how to deal with pagans;
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17) but what irks the heart of God is a
disobedient child.
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In fact, I want you to notice several ironies here.
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The first irony is in verse 6 of Chapter 1.
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The second irony is in verse 10 of Chapter 1.
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The third irony is in verses 14 to 16 of Chapter
1.
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I will only introduce the first irony
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The first irony is that the pagan captain wakes
up Jonah.
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Now, listen to the reading of verse 6 of Chapter
1 of the Book of Jonah
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Sometimes, the unbelievers rebuke Christians.
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The captain did not know who Jonah’s god was.
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He thought,
fitiA >y -

“Well, our gods have given up. This man’s god
may be able to help us.”
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Even the pagans recognized that this was an
extraordinary storm.
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In fact, if you will remember that verse 4 tells
us that this was not a natural storm.
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It was the consequence of Jonah’s disobedience.
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32) So, what happened next?
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132. I want you to tune in to our next broadcast to
find out,

HETE N HBERR - R IRRES I

e

133. and, until then, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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