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Hello, listening friends.
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We are delighted that you tuned in to listen to
this broadcast.
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I want to begin by telling you that there are very
few of us who have not cried to the Lord in times
of despair.
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Many of us would testify to the fact that, when
we cried to the Lord in desperation, He heard our
prayers and answered them.
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Many of you, who are listening to this program,

will testify to this fact:
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that, no matter where we are or what we have
done,
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when we turn to the Lord in repentance, He will
answer our prayers.
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There are some who, in their zeal to get out of
desperate situations, make promises to the Lord.
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They promise God that they will do certain
things or change certain things in their lives,
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if God will get them out of their difficult
situation.
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Most often, people make promises to God when
they get into financial difficulties.
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They often promise, “Lord, if You answer my

prayer,
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if You get me out of this mess,
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I will be a great steward.
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I 'am going to give to Your work everything I
have.”
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Well, God answers their prayer;
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and, then, what?
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In some cases, after God has answered,
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then, all of a sudden, they develop a severe case
of amnesia.
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I mean, they have forgotten everything they
promised God;
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but, my listening friends, what I am about to tell
you is very important.
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What these people really forget is that God
cannot be mocked.
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What these people really forget is that God does
not forget.
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Oh, yes, God is patient, and He waits;
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but God’s patience was designed from the very
beginning to propel us to fulfill our vows.
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God’s patience was designed to propel us to
fulfill our promises to the Lord.
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God’s patience does not mean that He has
forgotten about our promises.
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Jonah, in fact, is a case in point.

NERRIL TIX— A °

Now, if you are joining this broadcast for the
first time,
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we are in the middle of a series of messages
found in the story of Jonah;
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and I want you to listen to the Word of God as

it’s found in Jonah, Chapter 1, beginning verse
17 to Chapter 2, verse 10.
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In the belly of the whale, Jonah cried to the Lord.

Y EEE K FR R T HL 14 MR o

From the belly of the great fish, Jonah repented.
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From the dark, watery tomb, he promised to
obey;
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and, yes, he obeyed.
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Certainly, his obedience was reluctant
obedience.
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Yes, Jonah’s obedience was a begrudging
obedience;
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but, Jonah obeyed, nonetheless.
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People often say, “Doesn’t God love a cheerful
giver?...”
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and they usually follow that remark with this
one:
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“Well, I am not cheerful; so I might as well not
give.”
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Regardless of your attitude, give in obedience.
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Give because God is faithful to His promise.
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God fulfills His promises, even to a miserable,
reluctant giver;
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and He will bless you accordingly.
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Unfortunately, there are many people who, when
they are desperate, they will say anything.
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Jonah’s prayer is an example of how God always
answers the prayer of a repentant Christian.
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The Lord did not only hear Jonah’s cry of
despair,
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but the Lord also answered it.
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My listening friends, let me tell you something
very important about God.
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Regardless of your motive,
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regardless of your past unfaithfulness,
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regardless of your intentions,
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God never wants you to give up hope in prayer.
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God never wants you to despair. He wants you
to pray.
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When I was thinking about despair, I thought of
a story about a passenger on a ship that was
crossing the Atlantic.
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That particular voyage was long and really
rough.
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It was actually the roughest weather that the
crew of the ship had ever experienced;
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and, as the ship was bobbing up and down,
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one passenger was leaning over the rails of the
ocean liner, turning several shades of bilious
green.
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Right then, a steward came along and tried to

cheer him up.
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He said, “Don’t be discouraged, sir. No one has
ever died of sea sickness yet.”
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The nauseous passenger looked up at the
steward with baleful eyes and said,
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“Oh, don’t say that!
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It is only the hope of dying that has kept me alive
to this point.”
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Another thing that most people forget is this:
T NSl AN — S

God did not abandon Jonah.
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Jonah only felt that God abandoned him.
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Many of us in times of difficulty feel abandoned
by the Lord;
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but this is never true.
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As we saw in our last broadcast,
ELw G BATEE

God never, never, never abandons His children.
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My listening friends, let me tell you at the outset:
HorZM R BREN R E B EE &K
There are so many people who become obsessed

with what happened to Jonah in the belly of the
great fish
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BRIEHY >

that they miss out on learning what happened
inside Jonah.

AT T BAE T AL AT R LR R AR

There have been some skeptics who have said
that there was no such fish.
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They claimed that this was just an allegorical
story.
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Some said that it was impossible for a fish to be
big enough to swallow a man
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until, of course, they discovered the sperm whale,
whose mouth is 15 feet high and 9 feet wide;
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but, I am not going to waste time on that.
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Why?
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Because if you do not believe in the supernatural
power of God,
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then all of the proofs in the world will not help
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In fact, the Lord Jesus Christ, who created the
world,
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for Him, the world was created. He was there
before the foundation of the earth.

AT FRAE NhiEny o eGSR UL -
fELLAFAE ©

When He was in human form,
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He likened His three days in the tomb to that of
Jonah’s three days in the belly of the great fish.
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Jesus knew about Jonah’s plight and He ought to
know, because He was there.
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Indeed, there is a contrast of sorts between Jonah
and the Lord Jesus.
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Jonah disobeyed the Word of God when It went

to him.
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Jesus perfectly obeyed the will of the Father.
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Jonah did not love people.
AUt N IR EE L -

The Lord Jesus Christ loves His own, even until
death.

mFERERE R Z WA > B Rai L o

Jonah suffered for his own sin;
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but the Lord Jesus Christ suffered for our sins.
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Jonah was buried for 3 days to atone for his own
sin.
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The Lord Jesus Christ was buried for 3 days for
the sins of others.
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Jonah experienced a resurrection of sorts when

he was spat on the beach in order that he may
proclaim the message of repentance to Nineveh;
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but the Lord Jesus Christ was resurrected from
the dead so that He may save all repentant
sinners.
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I know there is a temptation to think about what
was it like inside that creature;
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so, let us think for a moment.
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To be sure, the insides of that creature into

which Jonah entered was no luxury suite in a
grand hotel.
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They were a rough three days!
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He had some air to breathe, only every now and
then.
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The temperature ranged between 40° C to 42° C
with 100% humidity.
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Close contact with gastric juices probably
bleached his skin.
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If he ate anything, it had to be raw fish,
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to say nothing of the acrobatic exercise that he
was forced into;
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but I don’t want to concentrate on what
happened inside the great fish.
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My listening friends, it is important that we do
not miss what happened inside Jonah.
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That would be a terrible mistake.
BARX— 550 SEIRMERER R o
Why?
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Because what happened inside of Jonah was
most important.
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Let us look carefully at Jonah’s prayer.
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Indeed, it is a model prayer for any disobedient
Christian who has become repentant and ready
to turn to the Lord.
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It is a model prayer for those who cease to be
disobedient.
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Mark it in your Bible.
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Here, you see that, in spite of the fact that Jonah
had forsaken the Lord,
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the Lord never forsook Jonah.
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Here, you see Jonah experience the presence of
God, even in the depths of a watery grave.
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We are going to look at this prayer very carefully
in the next broadcast;
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but, for those of you who are taking notes,
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I want you to write four things down as
preparation for the next message.
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We are going to look at four characteristics of
Jonah’s prayer.
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Number one,

B

it was a probing prayer.
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Secondly,
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it was a penitent prayer.
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Thirdly,
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it was a praising prayer.
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Fourthly,
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it was a prayer of promise.
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Probing.
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Penitent.
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Praising.
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Promise.
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Be prepared, next time, as we look closely at
each of these four characteristics of Jonah’s

prayer;
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and, in preparation for the next broadcast, read
Jonah, Chapter 2, verses 2 to 6.
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Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing.
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