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Hello, listening friends.
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What a great thing to know that you are
listening to this broadcast.
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We are coming toward the end of this series of
messages on biblical compassion.
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Today, we are going to look at Jonah, Chapter
4,
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so please bring your Bible and get ready.
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Open it to Jonah, Chapter 4.
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As I was preparing this broadcast,
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I thought to myself that this was not an easy
message.
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At 4 a.m., I found myself asking myself this
question:
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“Have I ever been angry with God regarding

His mercy?”
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Ask yourself that question today.
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After a thorough examination, my answer was
"no.'
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No, I have never been angry with God at any of
the many times that He has shown mercy
toward me.
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No, I have never been angry with God at any of
the many times that He has shown mercy
toward my family.
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No, I have never been angry with God at any of
the many times that He has shown mercy
toward my friends.
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In fact, I remember vividly most of His acts of
mercy;
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but the truth is,
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it is very easy to get angry with God for having
mercy on those whom we deem as
“undeserving” of His mercy.
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It is very easy for us to pick and choose who
should receive mercy and who should not.

HATHREE S g > VL ARCTR 1T - IRk
AABL ©

It is very easy for us to select who is a candidate
for mercy and who is not.
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There is one problem with that.
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God never asks for our opinion
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but we often want to tell God who are the good
people and who are the bad people.
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The story of Jonah is a story of God’s mercy.
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First, there was mercy shown to Jonah when he
was commissioned by God.
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Secondly,

there was mercy shown to Jonah when he
rebelled against God’s word;
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yet, God still pursued him and led him to
repentance;
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then, there was the mercy shown to the pagan
sailors when they repented and called upon
God;
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and, then, there is the greatest mercy of all.
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There was mercy upon the wicked people of
Nineveh when they repented of their sins and
evil deeds.
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Just as we saw in the last broadcast how God’s

mercy upon the repentant Ninevites led to the
greatest revival in history,
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here, in Jonah, Chapter 4, we find Jonah
complaining, instead of rejoicing.
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Let us read the Word of God together.
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Why is Jonah complaining so fiercely?
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Why is Jonah miserable?
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Well, to start with,
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God did not live up to Jonah’s expectations.
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God did not do what Jonah wanted Him to do.
M ) T R AT -

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

God let Jonah down by not destroying the city;
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so, in Jonah’s anger with God, he began to
rationalize his former disobedience;
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but, my listening friends, this is very important.
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Here is what Jonah is really saying:
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“God, I was right all along about not wanting to
go to Nineveh.
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God, I had a feeling that You were going to
spare them when they repented.
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God, I had the nagging feeling that You were

going to have mercy on them and not destroy
them, like I wanted You to.”
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Have you ever been in a situation when things
did not turn out the way that you wanted them
to turn out;
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and did you use that as a justification for your
disobedience?
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One of the most important lessons that we have
to keep on learning is this:
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God is God, and we are not.
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My listening friends, I have an important
question for you.
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Have there been times when you were angry
with God regarding His mercy towards His
enemies?
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Were those few times truly frightening times to

you?
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They should have been.
TR Z B F AR -

When you use the Scripture to tell God to stop
having mercy on the wicked, you are doing
several frightening things.
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First,
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you are identifying with Satan.
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Satan quoted the Scripture to Jesus in order to
tempt Jesus to do what Satan wanted Him to
do.
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Secondly,
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it is frightening because it appears that you
think you know better than God.
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Thirdly,
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it is frightening because you are being blinded
to the fact that, if it were not for the mercies of
God, you would not be here today.
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In fact, this diabolical method of using
Scripture to tempt God and act superior to God
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is the very method that many people use to
denounce the authority of the Scripture.
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This diabolical way of dealing with God places
people above God.
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This diabolical way of dealing with God’s
Word places humanity in a superior position to
God.

AT X 208 > Fm A SO EE A 15 B
E

What I mean by "frightening" is this:
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In the rare times when I fell into that
temptation,
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within split seconds, I bowed before God and I
asked for His forgiveness.
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What is even almost comical in this situation
with Jonabh is this:
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Jonah was not only angry with God for having
mercy on Ninevah, but also he wanted God to
kill him!
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Jonah seemed to be so miserable when he
should have been so happy.
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Jonah seemed to be so discontented at the time
when he should have been contented.
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Jonah wanted to die after witnessing one of the
greatest blessings in history.
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Do you know why?
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Because Jonah’s problem is the same problem
that many of us have.
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We are discontented in the abundant blessing
God provides us.
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Jonah’s problem is the same problem many of
us have.
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We are restless when we have everything that
we need.
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We think that more things and different things

will make us happy,
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but, when we have everything we think we
want, we only become more miserable.
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Why is that?
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Why is there such discontentment and
restlessness in the midst of blessings?
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My listening friends, you must listen carefully
so that you do not miss the answer;
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and the answer is that you are not reconciled
with the will of God in your life.
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Jonah has been opposed to the will of God from
the very beginning,
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and being opposed to the will of God in your
life is like having a nail in your shoe.
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That nail of being un-reconciled to the will of
God is irritating you.
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Not just that, in fact, it is irritating you to the
point of death.
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When you are angry with God because of what
others have done to you,
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when you are angry with God because of your
past pain and suffering,
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when you are angry with God because of your
perceived unfairness of life,
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when you are angry with God because of your
background or your struggles,
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when you are angry with God because of
whatever happened in your life,
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no matter how successful or rich or blessed you
become, you are still discontented and restless;
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and you may even be like Jonah and have a
death wish.
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When you do not recognize that God gave you
the family that He has given you for a purpose,
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when you do not recognize that God gave you
the background that He has given you for a

purpose,
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when you do not recognize that God gave you
your past for a purpose,
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you will always be unhappy and ungrateful.
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When you have not reconciled yourself to the
will of God in your life,
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you will never have a real, genuine appreciation
for God’s mercy and grace.
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You can own the world, but, inside of you, you
are discontented.
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When you are not reconciled to the will of God
in your life, you will have a memory like a
sieve.
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You will always forget God’s mercy and grace.
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106. No matter what He does for you, it is forgotten;
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107. so, what is the solution?
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108. What was Jonah’s solution?

VR H S TEVR ELIE 2

109. I want you to tune in next time and I’'m going to
give you that solution;
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110. and, until we meet again, I wish you God’s
richest blessing.
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