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SEVEN STEPS TO AVOID BLINDNESS - 3

Hello, listening friends.
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If you are joining this broadcast for the first time,
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we have just begun a series of messages from 2
Peter,
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and we looked at the seven-story building that is
the Christian life.
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We found that faith is the foundation.
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Here are the seven stories:
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first, virtue,
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then, knowledge,
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then, self-control,

FHE E— B R,

then, perseverance,
T2

then, godliness,
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then, brotherly love.
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Finally, Peter adds divine love.
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Next, Peter tells us that now we know what to
do, we must do it.
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If you have your Bible with you, please turn to 2
Peter, Chapter 1, verses 10 to 21.
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Let us read it together.
FAT— kR
| want to begin by telling you about an

experiment that two social scientists went
through.
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These two social scientists went to a class of
young schoolchildren to spend several weeks
doing their experiment.
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They sat in the back of the classroom with a
stopwatch.
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They were carefully observing the behavior of
both the children and the teacher.
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Every ten seconds, they recorded in their
notepads how many times the children got up
out of their seats.
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On the average, the children were standing 360
times in every twenty-minute period.
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During this time, the teacher yelled, “Sit down!”
seven times in every twenty-minute period.
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The social scientists suggested that the teacher

would increase the number of times that she
would yell, “Sit down...”
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S0, according to the observers, the next few days
produced the following results:
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the teacher yelled “Sit down” an average of 27.5
times in twenty-minute periods.
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Did that change the behavior of the children?
AT N B AR ?
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Indeed it did, but not the way you might expect.
WS, EARIRITE R

The children were out of their seats 540 times
for each period of twenty minutes.
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That was an increase of about fifty percent.
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Why am 1 telling you this story?
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Because the children responded more to positive
remarks than negative ones.
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We all respond to people who affirm and
encourage us and build us up,
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and this is exactly what the Apostle Peter is
doing in his Epistle.
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He is speaking to spiritually young believers

who are in danger of being misled by false
teachers;
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so, he was not yelling at them, but rather leading
them positively.
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First, he told them about the seven-story
structure;
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then, in verse 10, he tells them that the way to
prove to the world that you have responded to
the call of God in your life is to see to it that you
are doing these things;
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and, here, he says to them, “Now that you know
the right thing to do, do it.”
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Doing the right thing will keep you from grief.
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Doing the right thing will keep you from
slipping back into the old nature.
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In verse 11, Peter said
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your reward in Heaven is going to be dependent
on the degree of your conformity to Christ.
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My listening friends, listen very carefully.
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All the born again believers will get to Heaven.
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Why?

2 We?

Because you do not get to Heaven on the basis
of your work.
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You get to Heaven because Christ redeemed you
on the cross;
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but, once you get to Heaven, there are going to
be different rewards,
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and Peter is saying that your reward is going to
depend on your willingness to reside in this
seven-story building.
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In verse 12, instead of yelling, “Sit down!” at
the believers,
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Peter is saying that you have everything you
need to help you live a victorious life;
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but Peter also is saying to the new believers
[FIIF,  ABAT X R0 3 B FE B AE 1 -

that it is my call in life to constantly remind you
to be ready;
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that 1 am going to be on call all the time to
remind you;

I ORI 20 e 2 SRR BRARATT

that | am dedicating my life to remind you of
these truths.
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When he was on earth, Peter could remind them
in person and by letter.
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Peter now reminds us through the Scripture.
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In verse 10, Peter tells believers that living in
these truths will keep them from stumbling.
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Do you know how we stumble in our Christian
life?

PR TE — AR AL AR ) R R 2

We stumble when we are not paying attention to
where we’re stepping.
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We stumble when we become preoccupied with
other things and pay no attention to where we’re
going.
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Next in verse 12,
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Peter is saying,
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“I made it my life’s goal to encourage you and
to lift you up.”

“W—E/ H AR E S R B RAT.
Peter is saying, “I am here to gently remind you;
to positively affirm you.”
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Peter says, “Do what you already know you
ought to do.”
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Here, Peter comes to the matter of accountability,
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and the secret of accountability is love.
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When | know that you love me,
A PFHIE R Z T,

and when | know that your desire for me is my
success,

4 RAF IR Vg BB F R ) IR
then, it is a joy for me to be accountable to you.
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When | know that you want the best for me,
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there is nothing that you are going to say to me
that will hurt my feelings.
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My listening friends—especially fathers and
mothers—please listen to this very carefully.
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When your children know and experience your
love,
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they will be delighted to be accountable to you.
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When you affirm and encourage your children,
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and when you are genuinely and positively
reminding them of what they already know,
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they will respond.
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It is the same thing with husbands and wives.
RFEZ A2 AR A 2

Vr:/hen you affirm your spouse instead of nagging
them,
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when you positively and lovingly uplift your
spouse when he or she is down,
MURIEAR T AT, IREEE AN, ¢
DI,

even when you must firmly remind them to do
what they already know what they are supposed
to do,

2, BUREEREAAIEAA TR 12 25 SR L
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they will be glad to respond back to you in a
positive way.
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Why is Peter so sensitive and persistent in
motivating these spiritually young believers not
to follow false teachers?
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It is because he knows from his own personal
experience; he knows failure and restoration.
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Peter knew what it was like when Jesus so
lovingly yet firmly restored him from his failure.
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Can you imagine what went on in Peter’s mind
after he denied the Lord with profanity?
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The Bible says,
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“...and Jesus turned and looked at Peter.”
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You can imagine how badly Peter must have felt.
R RS, ANEAROER 2 AR
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Judas betrayed Jesus and, then, he ended his

own life;
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but Peter did not end his own life like Judas.
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The difference between Judas and Peter
PRFEAF 2 18 X A

is that Peter had finally developed humility and
the willingness to be restored,;
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therefore, Peter is concerned for all believers
that they must not only start well,

FTEL, ARXHEREFT GO R, ATAMY
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but they also must finish well.
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You may be a person who has denied the Lord
in your business dealings.
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100. You may be a person who has denied the Lord
in your moral conduct.
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101. You may be a person who has denied the Lord
in betraying your marriage VOws.
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102. You may be a person who has denied the Lord
by belittling others.
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103. You may be a person who has denied the Lord
in bitterness and boiling hatred and anger.
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104. You may be a person who has denied the Lord
in jealousy and revenge
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105. and, deep down, you are carrying these burdens
FEWDIRAL, TR XL EHH,

106. and your pride is stopping you from brokenness
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107. and your pride is stopping you from confession
PRI B B E R AN B SR

108. and your pride is stopping you from restoration.
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109. I want you to ask the Lord who restored Peter,
VRIS Z AT SRR G 2 B @A AT 1 3

110. and turned him into a loving, persistent,
consistent exalter,
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111. to do the same thing for you.
SR, FEWEFEFESERR.

112. Pray with me as we pray to the Lord to restore
you today.
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113. "Lord Jesus Christ,
“ R HRMRKLES,

114. | confess my betrayal of you.
AN G IR TR
115. I confess my anger and my bitterness and my
hatred.
WA NETO PR EBE IR
116. I confess my lack of faithfulness.
AR ANRE O Z .
117. Forgive me for Your sake.
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118. Restore me for Your work
ATRE O ITAE, RIFEMEK,
119. and for Your glory.
JEARI 2215 2R
120. Amen."
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