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From Rubble to Rejoicing (Nehemiah) - 3

Hello listening friends.
SRR - REF -
Welcome again to this broadcast.

KRBT B AT TR H -

If you are joining this broadcast for the first
time.

MERIXZRHE — Ry

We have just started a series of messages on
Nehemiah.

EHE IR BTN G H— R SE K e
KHER -

Nehemiah was a man full of devotion to God.
[efk2hit+aZzMiA

He was a man of prayer.

fig — (i EHIA -

And God used him to do astounding things.
I SERL T ANECHY S o

I must remind you that Nehemiah was not a
priest or a pastor.

LA » 7 KI5 O -

He was a layman who wanted his life to be
counted for God.

fg — & PERE - HEEZEEE D Edms
fifi o

Someone said many years ago.

LR AN

Do great things for God because we have a
great God.

PR > RO BT L KR s

But before you can make a difference, you have
to be different.

B BERTEN » LIS R S -

We saw in the last message.

ELERTHE

That for four months between December and
April, Nehemiah fasted, wept, and prayed
before God.
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Nehemiah did not rush into things but he
waited on the Lord.

JER R EEFTH » M OF A o
What was he doing during this time?
FEIX B R] LAt {2 2, 2

He was discerning the will of God.

il SRR E R

And he was counting the cost.
AR R AT

And he was preparing himself in prayer.

e S hiEEC

When Jesus commissioned his disciples to
preach the gospel to all the world.

L SR [ [ IBEMAR 123 K ™ % e 1 K fdi
B

He told them to wait until the Holy Spirit had
come upon them.

T IE S 08 2 R I o
And before you go out and attempt to do great
things for God.

SRR HCRH Z |1

You must learn to wait for God’s timing.

TRALI = > SFAR A ] -

You must learn that God’s delay does not mean
God’s denial.

TR 2 > PR HEIE AR RS 1K
Sometimes we have an excuse for doing
nothing.

AIFEATTH in-cha-laf ;XA » {ERHEATE
FTEREHAIFE T »

But Nehemiah was praying day and night.
B KBRS -

Many of us would have quit by the first month.
REANFTREER — M HBUF T

For many of us if we did not get the answer
immediately.

WMRBAN A LZRGEE
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We think that God did not want us to have what
we are praying for.

HATTRIA A B R HATTRI TR

Many of us want overnight success.

FE NERT R — UK

We don’t want to pay the price of sacrifice.

BATEA E A Fri: »

But I know from my own personal experience
that I had to wait for some answers to pray for
11 years.

HEANNLGE - $EFE T 11 FEAHN
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But the Bible also gives us other examples.
Lt HA A sE 4 -

Examples of men of God who persisted in
prayer and paid the price.

BRI - IR - HRIE AR
ffr o

In Genesis chapter 18.

Qiic 18 = »

Abraham renewed his prayer for Sodom 6 times.

AR NN T 23 & > BT il
fir o

Each time he apologized with the words, let not
the Lord be angry.

B A AR AR AR » SREAZBNR -

Abraham would not stop until God granted his
petition.

ARRLF — B R B FHE R A ZEK

And for his sake, Lot was spared.

R » DA R T 1

In Kings we learn about Elijah and his prayer.

(ERIELE » FAr 1B LRI TR 5 o

When he prayed for fire to come from heaven
he received an immediate answer.

SRR R K o LRI At o

In the second instance.

B —K >

When Elijah prayed for rain he had to wait.
CAFINESKR RS » {57 2554 o

He asked his servant to go look for the rain that
he had asked for.
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The servant came back with the report that
there is no sign of rain.

{MAER - ZT0 T RFEER o

Elijah gave him a faith inspiring command to
go again.

CAFE A 5 Dby A AP 220

Only after 7 glances heaven-ward was Elijah’s
perseverance rewarded.

FEERARWE 2% » LIFNE R 2] 1
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Nehemiah knew the value of taking the time to
discern the will of God.

JEFKBE - L F R BiH S B2
B -

Nehemiah knew that these are important
lessons in leadership.

A RHNE » X2 E by B %k -

You cannot lead if you have never been a
follower.

IR BB > (KA LA R4S

You cannot succeed if you have never been a
servant.

TRE AT AN » ARA 2] 3
You cannot be over if you have never been
under.

I1E MR THETHY » BLARENELE BRY
You cannot give if you have not received.
frE REEZW  ARRARES T -

You cannot motivate if you always criticize.

R A ZHFE - IR BESIA

You cannot speak effectively if you have not
listened carefully.

TR R HERT » IR ZTC AR T -

So Nehemiah spent four months in prayer
before he could see that God was answering his
prayer.

A KPS HRORS [R5 > ELEIHIN T
ftt

During these four months Nehemiah was sad.
FEIXPAA A EfoR DB -

Why?

Mt

Because he knew that he could be walking into
his own funeral.

R ATE - MR FTHEE R AERY
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And he learned the lesson that Jesus taught.
fis 2 7 FHRERAT BT HY -

If you want to save your life then lose it.
NLERE C A amy > e A

If you want to be great then be servant to all.
WEEE » BB AR A 3

That the way up is down.

BB AR -

Nehemiah came to the place of death.

Je A KX iy E il St -

What does that mean?

Xt AaE- 2

Nehemiah came to the place of death to self.
fiti’s T EHe ) EiEstH ;

Death to personal ambitions.

fils TEF.Co ETASHD

And death to future security.
filhs T2z &RyaiE | B ;

Nehemiah also came to the place of death to
self-gratification and comfort.

ekt T BHAIE 1 A T Er &Ry A
51 B

For four months he prayed persistently and
faithfully.

fl A L& T H

And finally one day the burden that God had
laid on his heart.

BT H K MIE O LRI -

Began to show up on his face.

EHEMG L o

His grief stole his smile and pulled down his
countenance.

RERE TR >
So much so that the king noticed it.

EE AR R T o

In verse 2 of chapter 2 of the book of Nehemiah,
the king asked him what was wrong.

RAKILE _TH T Efi -
He said why does your face look so sad when

you are not ill, this can be nothing but sadness
of heart.

IREEEEM - T A EAH RN 2 XA R
> R L R
Now this was Nehemiah’s golden opportunity.

X IEE R AR R I 2
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But notice Nehemiah’s honesty.
HIFER e/ R ISE -

In the second part of verse 2 of chapter 2 he
said the following.

FEGS S O i

I was dreadfully afraid.

HAEARH -

When the king asked Nehemiah what was
wrong, Nehemiah was frightened.

HERERKRINEFT 45 2 EmAk 07
1A

His knees began to knock.

i FAT JR . AL e

And his heart began to pound.

LB

And his hands began to shake.

WFEFL -

The drinks that he was carrying on the tray
began to shake and spill.

fill 2845 EROWIRE LG 1 ok -
His mouth became so dry he could hardly talk.
filiMsz A% > JLF- AN sk

My listening friends, you need to understand
this.

SREMIR > ARLIAE -

Just because someone does great things for God
does not mean that he never feels fear.

— DI A At 2 B F I
The question is not whether you experience fear.

HREAETIRERFHH

But the question is whether you let your fear
paralyzes you.

REETIRE S B VR R SRR -

Or whether you allow that fear to motivate you
to place all of your reliance on God.

B LERMBAR (R 5E SR 5 A
Nehemiah was afraid but he prayed out his
fears.

ek BIAF - EiltEE -

Initially he let out a quiet scream to the Lord,
Help.

— T A AR LA EA I [ IR -

But because Nehemiah'’s life was already
connected to God for the last four months.

HE NS E A HA - B R R R 5T
o
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The answer came within seconds.

IR [l 3L 2 2 o

Nehemiah said to the king.
JEATRIT E

Now you have heard about the laws of the
Meads and the Persians.

B f 17 2 T B AR A

Nehemiah meant by this statement that he knew
that the laws could not be changed.

JEA AKX A0 - RO RTE L2 B ARE
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Now my listening friends, I want you to
understand this.

SREMIR > IRERIE

This king stood for the law of the Meads and
Persians.

XL W BRI ARARIAE -

Earlier on that same king himself had issued an
order that the rebuilding of the wall must stop.

AA BB E RN —E TS &
SR Y TR T -

And what Nehemiah was asking was for the
king to reverse his decision.

JE A RAEX HLANEOK E EHER B C R <
Nehemiah was saying in effect.

HE A AR EEE

King, I know you made one of those Meads and
Persian’s rules for the wall not to be built.

BET » IRE T T WM ORI < 55 1k Bk
i
But I actually disagree with you.

EHHARIEIRBIME -

Nehemiah could never have spoken to the king
of Babylon in this way if he had not been in
intimacy with the King of Kings.
BRKEASRIAEZ EXRREY)  EL
HE B ER EL A [ A S T 2

The king could have thrown him out of the
palace.

] = K w] CUEEfl Y

Or more likely had him killed.
] DAL SEAME -

But instead the king startled him.
ST A SRR

He said to him.

Xt
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What do you want?
IRESRAF 40 2

And Nehemiah probably said to himself I never
thought you would ask.

WREE R LB BB

Let’s look at Nehemiah chapter 2 verses 6 to 8.
i BATTE R AKIL = 6-87 »

What was Nehemiah saying here.

e KL 4 2

He said I want time off.

i FREIHR -

He said I want a leave of absence from the
palace with full pay.

fl EORE T 2 - ERH SR

Then I want you to give me a decree that you
want the wall rebuilt.

HHERE TP EENET -

But that’s not all.
ARG »

Nehemiah said I want your personal guards to
go along with me for protection.

JE 7 AL ZR E PRI 5 A4 -

But that’s not all.

WHE -

Nehemiah said I want you to give me unlimited
funds to buy all the timber we need for the
temple gates.

JEA R ZRICBR E R FUM R 58 25 i BBy
]

Then he said I want all the money it will take to
rebuild the city wall.

NESRIEMAE I AT 458

I sometimes think that the king had to be
impressed.

B8 EHELEERIEZ
My listening friends, you must understand this.

SREIATA > ARLIAH -

During four months while Nehemiah was
praying and crying.
EEUANH » HER KRG ER -
He was not doing all of the talking.

A A A 5K

Nehemiah was listening to God and receiving
detailed plans for what God wanted him to
accomplish.

fil AL AERRIT 1 5 VR At SE R AT S5 R L i
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And I believe Nehemiah’s boldness must have
honored the king.

HARE B A KR KMERYTE K - 05 i EIEEITR
AT e

My listening friends, this is also true of us.
AR > X AT PR R G
God is honored by our boldness.

HEATRHEE K, - g2 e o

Our King of kings has unlimited resources at
his disposal.

JE2Z2 EETES R TTIRLEEA R -

When we ask half-heartedly or timidly God is
not honored.

IRBATAAF - BE ~ BEHERYHTR - H5%
& 2L o
Sometimes I try to imagine what’s going on in

heaven when a child of God comes to God in
prayer and asks.

ANTE AT - iy LR B A T
RIS > 72K ERYIE SOZATHIIE 2

Oh God.

G -

Do something great for your name.

IR AT K S

Use me in a mighty way.

SRARK KA EE,

Then I can imagine the Lord telling the angels.
ARG AR KA -

Boys get ready to go down to answer this
prayer.

EME T BRI R R X o

And then I can imagine when the faint-hearted
saints begin to say.

ARG B N A5 25

Well Lord if you don’t want to do it I think I
understand.

LW INRIRAERL - Bz 1R o

But Lord if you could only give me half of this
that would be fine.

W - nRIR RG24 BRI —F > A
i o

And then I can imagine God saying to the
angels.

AR 25X R
As you were.

& | AHEED T -
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Nehemiah asked boldly for security for safety
and for protection.

JEA R RIBEORZ 2RI

Nehemiah also asked boldly for horsemen and
soldiers and for timber.

JEF R KM EORE R ~ SIMEFIR
Why?

At

Because our God is able to do exceedingly
great things beyond all that we ask or think.

DRy FER R K RE e e e e Al 1T R AT AR »
Our God is ready to give abundantly.
HREL ZHEY

When you pray according to his will.

LRI B AT KA

God will give you more than what you ask for.

Y BT 2 BRI TSR Y

The last words in verse 8 of chapter 2 says it all.

R\ RS

And the king granted them to me according to
the good hand of God upon me.

ke - DECH R Y A B F o
As I conclude I want you to notice something
very important.

TELSE R B O DL T RYEE A

You notice who gets the credit.
TEBEX—URZIF D41 2

The credit belongs to God, not to Nehemiah nor
the king.

ML AZRH K thARET -
When you are about to give the credit to your
hard work or to your intellectual ability.

YORRZE IR T H WA TR
Remember Nehemiah.

HHEERK -

He said the credit belonged to the good hand of
God.

filiisd > Z AR - A A TR At o
Nehemiah did not boast saying, look at what I
did.

flt G5 i - #ERTHY -

Rather he boasted about God.

fil K L5 [

Do you ever boast about God to your friends.

IR B RIS e 2



162. The good hand of God was upon me he said.
JEF K » PR A TR BN -

163. Commitment to God has it’s rewards but it also
has a price.

O THAREG - BT EA -

164. And next time I’m going to tell you all about
the price of commitment.

ETFOTHES » BRFRIRBEIZ S U

165. Please tune in so that we can look at that very
important subject.

JXRAREE AR » 1 55 LT -

166. Until next time I wish you God’s richest
blessing.

A IGEL IR PRTHBEZ -



