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From Rubble to Rejoicing (Nehemiah) — S

Hello, listening friends.
FEWHK » IREF -

Thank you very much for tuning in to this
broadcast;
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and, if you are joining our broadcast for the
first time,
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we are in the middle of a series of messages
from the book of Nehemiah.
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We have seen that Nehemiah is a model of
leadership, courage and confidence.
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He is a model of someone who understands
God’s will in his life.
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and he is a model of someone who starts a
rebuilding program.
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Today, we are going to look at the third chapter
in the book of Nehemiah.
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Please turn to it in your Bibles,
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In Chapter Three, we see how a good model of
God’s work can be done effectively.
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This model is relevant to churches, to families
and to work.

ERSRIEZ ~ FKEM TIERAIERY -

This chapter tells us about the entire strategy
for the rebuilding of the wall.
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Please allow me to ask you a question.

FBRIR R — AR

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

Do you know that God has a strategy for your
life?
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When you let yourself be an instrument of
God’s strategy,
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you will have a passion and zest for living.
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because you are doing what God wants you to
do.
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God has a strategy for believers to make a
difference in their homes and in their
communities and in the world.
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When Nehemiah spent sleepless nights probing
the broken wall,
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he was not sure what to do;
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so Nehemiah did what he always did.
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He went to God.
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God gave him His strategy.
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Nehemiah had to get the people motivated to
rise up and build.
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He had to give them ownership of the project.
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He had to make them aware of their
responsibility to be part of God’s work,
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and, in 52 days, they accomplished the task.
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They rebuilt the wall.
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because the people were willing and ready to
obey God’s vision.
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There are three lessons that Nehemiah teaches
us about how to be effective for God.
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First,

B

there must be consolidation.
WIEHR e

Second,
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there must be cooperation;
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and, thirdly,
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there must be confirmation.
VB EE °
First, we will look at consolidation.
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In verses 2 to 10, the phrase “next to them”
literally means “at their hands.”
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They were literally standing hand in hand.
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As we saw in the last message,
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Nehemiah rebuked the critics and the
obstructionists.
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Now, he consolidates the faithful’s hands in
building the wall.
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God’s Hand is already moving and working in
Nehemiah’s heart.
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Now, it is time for the hands of God’s people to
work with him.

M5B R T —&2h T T -
My listening friend, listen to me carefully.
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When you do God’s work,
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you are literally joining your hands with the
Hand of God,;
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and, then, you join with the hands of others as
you build together.
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The Bible says that we are co-laborers together
with God.
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Jesus is building His church with our hands.
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How?
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By consolidating those who love Him.
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Jesus is building His church by our
involvement in the work.
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In Nehemiah, Chapter 3,
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there are 38 different names and 42 different
groups that were accounted for.
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The diversity of this group is astounding.
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In verse 1,
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we see the priests and the high priests were
assigned to building the Sheep Gate.
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Priests were normally doing priestly things, not
out on the walls building;
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but Nehemiah convinced them to add their
hands to the work.
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In verses 9 and 12,
7E9-12 77 H »

we see that several sons of rulers were part of
the consolidation process.
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Rulers and priests worked side by side to do the
work of God.
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In verse 12,
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we see some single women who were working
the wall.
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Now, if you read very carefully,
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you will see that some bachelors were also
working on the wall, too;
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then, skilled builders and perfumers and
clothiers, all were consolidated together hand in
hand to build the wall.
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In verses 11, 19, 21, 24, 27 and 30,
E11~19~21~24~27F13075 »

we read of people who went beyond the call of
duty to do more than was expected of them;
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yet, tragically, we read, in verse 5,
AR AT ETESE 5 9 BLANU »

that there were certain nobles from Tekoa who
did not put their shoulders to the work of the
Lord.

fE R ARIBEH - AR HRMRAT =R TAE
Tragically, even today, there are few people

who work hard while others sit on the fence and
watch them.

AR » BIRES R - (AR DB By
7 > HAREY N EIRh 5500 -

Some people want to share in the victories, but
not in the battles.
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Serving Jesus Christ means that we all have a
part,
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that we all must participate,

HFPANEZSE -

and, that we all must be consolidated.
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There are many people who are without Christ,
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people who are heading for the judgment of
God unless they respond to Jesus’ invitation;
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and, as believers, we have the message to
overturn their life.
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Some of you listening today should ask
yourself these questions:
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If every person witnesses like I witness, how
many would come to know Jesus Christ?
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Consolidation is the secret of a vibrant,
growing church and fellowship of believers.
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The second lesson in Nehemiah, Chapter 3, is
cooperation.
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The workers were consolidated individually;
TN AERERY

but, also, there was teamwork.
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Some people removed the debris.
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Others were mixing the mortar.
A NRIE 3
Some laid the stones.
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Other people were foreman.
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There was a big diversity among the people and
their jobs;
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yet, there was unity in purpose.
BHER—2

This is a picture of how the church of Jesus
Christ ought to work..
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We recognize our different gifts;
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and, yet, we are united in our purpose.
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Every member is an integral part;
TR AR — 7
yet, we don’t all do the same thing.
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Everyone is working in a different place,
ERENGE

yet every place is pivotal.
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When few people do the work and the rest just
watch,

DB LR » MHTREGE S WA

sooner or later, those who are doing the work
will be exhausted and weary.
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When Nehemiah gives us the list, he merely
gives us the heads of the households.
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He does not mention every individual who was
involved.
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This doesn’t matter.
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People may not notice what you do for God,
but God does.
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Listen to [what] Hebrews, Chapter 6, Verse 10,
says:
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“For God is not unjust to forget your work and
labor of love which you have shown toward His

name in that you have ministered to the saints
and do minister.”
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God is not unjust.
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He knows full well the quiet things that you are
doing for Him.
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He sees the seemingly unimportant tasks that
you are doing.

1T ULARFTERAS R TE R S

111.

112.

113.

114.

115.

116.

117.

118.

119.

120.

121.

122.

123.

124.

125.

They may go unnoticed by man but God
notices them.
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You must concentrate on what is important to
the kingdom and to the heart of God.
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If they don’t work for the purpose of God,
WMRATFE R EHHY -

they will work at cross purposes with others.
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They will be like the two men who were
straining to wedge a large piece of furniture
through the door.
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Finally, one of them turned to the other one and
groaned,

AR — X 5 — i

“I don’t think we are ever going to get this
furniture into this house.”
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The other man stunned and said,
S NRIE R
“Get it into the house?”
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“I thought we were trying to get it out of the
house!”
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Now, this happens when people start working

for what they want and do not serve the will of
God.
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Suddenly, they begin to focus on how right they
are and how wrong others are;
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and, before long, instead of using spiritual
methods, they are using carnal methods to deal
with spiritual problems;

MRAEREY - ARAT A FHE e R AV 5 =X - T2
THA Y T VAR O e R A R »

and, before you know it, they are out of step
with God.

flAT AN KA 5t S T 1 #5140

There are some believers who refuse to
cooperate in doing the work of God

AU B ETE R > IR A &1F
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126. because, to do the will of God, you must move
closer in unity.
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127. You must work hand in hand, heart to heart,
with others.
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128. Nehemiah shows us that we must have
consolidation and cooperation.
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129. The third thing he teaches us is this:
hE S A E =D IRE

130. To work effectively for God, there must be
confirmation.
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131. To Nehemiah, people were not mere statistics.
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132. He names them throughout Chapter 3.
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133. Nehemiah saw his task as that of an encourager.
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134. He walked around the wall affirming and
confirming their work.
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135. A leader is not a leader unless they learn to be
encourager and affirmer and confirmer.
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136. Parents need to affirm their children.
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137. They need to affirm good character, good deeds
and good thoughts, kindness and sincerity.
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138. In fact, Nehemiah does not mention his own job
description.
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139. and that is why his leadership was great.
FIT LU A K 4

140. He was the kind of man who was willing to
give the credit to others.
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141. He recorded their names and shared the victory
with them.
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142. The Bible says,
EL4
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“Give honor to whom honor is due.”
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Can you comprehend the fact that the God of
the universe wants to use you?
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You say, “I’m not important.”
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“God can’t use me.”
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“I can’t do much.”
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My friend, that is a lie.
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God wants to use you.

FEAIR

You can make a difference.
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When you are consolidated behind God’s
vision,
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when you are cooperating in achieving God’s
plan,
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God can do great things with us.
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When we are confirming others in their call,
HHATEERNE HHIEFE

God can do great things among us.
FELREEBA I PR R T K -

God is calling everyone of you to make a
difference, just as Nehemiah did.
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You can be Nehemiah in your neighborhood.
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You can be a Nehemiah in your village.
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You can be a Nehemiah in your city.
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You can be a Nehemiah in your country.
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God wants to use you.
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It is my prayer that you would say “Yes” to the
Lord.
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163. Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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