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Hello, listening friends.
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It is a delight for us to know that you have
tuned in today;

R AR A R BATTHI 9 H

and, if you are listening for the first time today,
U R4 KRR E — URWLT

we want you to know that we are nearing the
end of a study on the book of Nehemiah.
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In the last message,
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we saw that the secret of revival and renewal
for believers is basically two steps.
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First,
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the people of God gather together.
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Second,
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they gave obedience to the absolute authority of
the Word of God.
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Today, we are going to look at Chapter 9.
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Please turn your Bibles to Nehemiah, Chapter 9.
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We will see the people’s reaction when they
heard the Word of God.
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Our reaction should mirror theirs whenever we

read the Bible or hear the Word of God
proclaimed.
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The Word of God ought to drive us to prayer.
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The Word of God should send us to our knees
and cause us to repent.
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The Word of God ought to make us alter our
priorities.
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The Word of God should lead us into deeper
commitment and spurs us to action.
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In the book of Nehemiah, Chapter 9,
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we find the people of God praying as a result of
hearing the Word of God.
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Here, we have the longest prayer ever recorded
in the Bible.

FERX A — R AP B B K 5
This prayer was a promise to God that an entire
community would alter their priorities.
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It was a promise to commit everything they
were and had to God;
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and, to show that they were committed, they

wrote down their prayer and signed their names
to it.
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This prayer was a covenant with God in verse
38 of Chapter 9.
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Listen to verse 38.
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By signing this covenant, the believers in
Nehemiah’s day were ready to sign and seal
their commitment to God with their own lives.

JEA AR ARG PERERE A4 3 20, st
A2 LAk dr 4R, R phE 225

My friend, let me ask you a question.
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What are you committed to?
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What costs are you willing to pay for your
commitment?
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In verses 1 to 4, we can see their attitude in
prayer.
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Now, on the 24 day of this month, the children
of Israel were assembled with fasting and sack-
cloth and with dust on their heads.
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Why did they do that?
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Because they knew that it is impossible to
receive forgiveness without sincere repentance.
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Salvation is impossible until a person

recognizes that he or she is completely hopeless
without Jesus Christ.

MEAT 24— AN B CBR T HRBRAEE 2 Sh =
TWrEE, X, A BEEIEA R

You must recognize that you can never live up
to God’s standards.
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You must recognize that you can never improve
your behavior.

PRI H A T B ERAT A,

The only hope that you have for salvation is
when you come to a place of brokenness.
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Only then can you receive God’s salvation.
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You must come to God and say,
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“Lord, Jesus Christ, You are my only hope.”
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“Lord, Jesus Christ, You are the only One who
paid the wages of my sin on the cross.”
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You must come to God and say, “Lord, Jesus

Christ, You are the only One Who can help me
face eternity.”
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Until you come in brokenness and humility
before God,
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until you come to the end of yourself and your
efforts and your good works,
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you will not receive the salvation of God.
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Spiritually, you must put dust on your head.
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When Nehemiah’s people put dust on their
heads,
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it meant that they were not concerned about
their own egos,
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or their own image or their standing in the
community.
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Why?
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Because they were in the presence of the Living
God.
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Psalm 51 tells us that God is nearest to those
who are crushed in spirit.
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My listening friends, listen carefully.
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Do not ever mistake brokenness for weakness.
TIIAEELL R e i 2 4K 55

On the contrary,
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brokenness is a sign of strength from the Lord.
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When you are broken down,
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that’s exactly the time when God begins to
build us up.
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The people’s attitude in prayer was brokenness

and humility.
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Secondly,
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their reaction to the Word of God was to pay
tribute to God.
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Again, look at Nehemiah, Chapter 9,
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particularly beginning at verse 5.
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As they prayed, they reviewed God’s history in
dealing with them.
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History is extremely important.

P sk L

Those who do not learn from history are
doomed to repeat the mistakes of the past.
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Again, if you have a Bible, I challenge you to
read and re-read this prayer.
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Some people offer prayers that are self-centered
and man-centered,
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and when God does not answer their prayers
the way they want them answered,
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they are tempted to doubt God or even curse

God;
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but when we look at this prayer in Nehemiah,
Chapter 9,
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we see that it is not man-centered or self-
centered prayer.
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The focus of this prayer is not “Give me..,”

“Bless me...,” or “I want this...” or “I want
that...”
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This prayer is focused on God.
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Look at verse 6.
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They focused on how glorious God is.
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In verse 8, they focused on the faithfulness of
God.
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In verses 10 to 11, they focused on how mighty
God is.
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The God Who showed signs and wonders
against Pharaoh.
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is the God Who can do anything.
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Nothing is impossible for God.
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In verse 15, they focused on how generous God
is
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You gave them bread from Heaven for their
hunger.
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In verse 17, they focused on how forgiving God

1S.
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They admitted that they refused to obey His
Word and confessed that they were stubborn;
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but You, O God, were gracious and merciful.
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You forgave us again and again.
IR RN .
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Then, in verses 19 to 21, they focused on how
gracious God is.
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In verse 27, they focused on how holy God is.
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Because of their sins they needed to be
punished;
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but, instead of punishing them, God delivered
them to their enemies;
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and when they repented,
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God saved them from their enemies again and
again.
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What a God we serve!
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He is a glorious God.
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He is a faithful God.
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He is a mighty and generous God.
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He is a forgiving and pardoning God,
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and how did God’s people respond to His grace?
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In verse 16, they confessed that they have
abandoned God.
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Once God answered their prayers, they forgot

all about God.
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My listening friend, I want you to listen very
carefully to what I am going to tell you about
this.
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This is humanity in a microcosm.
KRN 5E
This is the history of humanity at a glance.
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This is a picture of all of us.
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In spite of God’s love and manifold mercies,
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we have rebelled and broken His
commandments.
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When we look back at our past,
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we have to wonder how God can love us in our
stubbornness.
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How could God care about me?
MEASBEH?

Even believers who have given their life to
Christ,
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they have lives that are checkered with failure,
sin and rebellion.
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and God has every right to toss us out.
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Some of you listening today may be living in
open rebellion right now.
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and God’s love and grace is reaching down to
you right now;
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but, before you receive God’s forgiveness,
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you need to understand what God is like.
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I want you to look with me at verse 31.
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Let’s read it together.
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What a great God!
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My listening friend, how long have you been
rejecting God’s gracious offer of salvation?
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God is reaching out to you from a blood-stained
Cross.
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God loves you in spite of your hesitation.
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God loves you even when you only give Him
the crumbs that fall off your table;
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but, at the same time,
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He is waiting for you to commit yourself totally
to Him.
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Will you say to Him today,
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“Enough of my own way!”
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“From now on, it is Your way.”

A DL P B 218 T R A %

Some of you may be asking,
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“What does it mean to humble myself before
God?”
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It is when you look upon your own life and see

how many broken promises and defiances to
His Word that you have committed.
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and, then, you become brokenness before Him
over these things.
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That’s exactly what happened to the children of
Israel in Nehemiah, Chapter 9.
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They looked back at their personal history and
cried to the Lord saying,
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“Oh, God, we have been rebellious but You
have been faithful so we repent in dust and
ashes of our stubbornness.”
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To those of you who are believers, please listen
to me very carefully as I conclude.
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If you take sin and disobedience lightly,
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you are making the most serious mistake.
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You are breaking a sacred trust and a
relationship with God.
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You do not cease to be a Christian or a believer;
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but, like a fine china that is fractured and
broken,
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we fracture our relationship with the Lord when
we deliberately and stubbornly disobey Him.
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David is one of the best examples of a believer
who walked with God;
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but, then, sinned and fractured that special
relationship between Him and the Lord.
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In his repentance, he cried,
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“O God, my bones are breaking.”
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“My sin is haunting me day and night. I cannot
sleep or rest. I am miserable. I am broken.”
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Nehemiah’s people understood this,
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and please turn to verses 32 and 33 to see the
adequacy of their prayer.
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First, they acknowledged personal
responsibility for their sin.
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Secondly, they acknowledged God’s justice and
prerogative to be displeased.
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Thirdly, they sought God’s forgiveness.
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155. Fourthly, they reclaimed the promises of His
forgiveness.
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156. My listening friends, please listen carefully as
we conclude.

SREMIA, G5 O W Bt o

157. Some people may feel broken about their sins
and ask forgiveness;
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158. and, yet, they never rest in the forgiveness that
God has promised them.
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159. You will be honoring God when you rest after
you sought His forgiveness.
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160. Even you may not feel that you have been
forgiven,
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161. but your feeling has nothing to do with it.
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162. It is the promise of God that is important.
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163. May I ask you today to ask the Lord to give
you rest as you seek His forgiveness.
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164. Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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