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Hello, listening friends.
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Thank you for tuning in.
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In the last message,
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we saw how Jesus did not fall in Satan’s
temptation of temporary pleasure;
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not even for a good meal, when He was
starving.
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When the devil saw that his trick had been
stumped,
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he tried another one.
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Now, Satan tempts Jesus with quick popularity.
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What Satan was saying to Jesus was this:
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“If You won’t be distracted from Your mission,
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let me show You a shortcut to Your goal.”
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Let’s read again, Matthew, Chapter 4, verses 5
to 7.
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Satan and Jesus could stand on the highest
point of the Temple;
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but, often, when Satan tempts us, he tempts us
in our minds.
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He presents a picture to our imagination;
AR A TA AR A B e P

so, why did Satan tempt Jesus to jump off the
pinnacle of the Temple?
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What would Jesus gain by that?
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Let me explain.
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The Temple was a public place
LRNE » EROE— DR -

and, during feasts and holy days, millions of
pilgrims would come into Jerusalem to be
around the Temple area.
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If Jesus jumped from the high point of the
Temple and landed safely,
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He would have been an instant sensation.
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The Jews would have looked for the kind of
ruler who would do spectacular miracles.
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They were looking for a Messiah who would
display amazing feats;
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but Jesus knew why He came to the Earth.
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He came to reign and to rule
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over the hearts of men and women, boys and
girls;
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and He knew that ruling and reigning would
come only after He had gone to the cross.
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He knew that His road would lead Him through
hardship and rejection.
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He knew that any temporary popularity He
gains, He would quickly lose it;
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so, His miracles were mostly on the quiet, and
even secretive.
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They were not for a show or a spectacle.
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His miracles were for relief of people’s pain.
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They were for the forgiveness of their sin.
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Jesus knew that His large following would only
be possible after the cross.
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Satan was offering Jesus a way out.
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He was offering Him an opportunity to become
popular right away with many people.
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No one would be able to forget a spectacle like
jumping from the top of the Temple;
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so, Jesus had a choice.
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He could go the long way, the arduous path,
that the Father had laid out for Him,
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or, He could take Satan’s shortcut.
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As we know, Jesus rejected Satan’s way.
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He chose to follow His Father’s plan and will.
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Satan was tempting Jesus to sin in two ways:
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to draw attention to Himself, and to test God.
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First, Satan asks Jesus to exalt Himself;
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but Jesus told us that the greatest among you
will be the servant of all,
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for whoever exalts himself will be humbled,
ESAPANER=NNPA DL

and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.
H B & e

In other words, God does not like showoffs.
HWELE W » MAERBRITEFEE K °

The second sin placed before Jesus was testing
God.
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Satan asked Jesus to demand that God the
Father perform a miracle on request.
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Jesus’ answer to this temptation was again from
Deuteronomy, Chapter 6, verse 16.
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“Do not test the Lord your God as you did at
Massah.”
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“Massah” is a word that means “testing.”
“ERRC XA R HUE R
It is the name Moses gave to Rephidim.

e EEPG LR RIAE T AR sth 7 T2 i 4 5

This was the place where God’s people
quarreled with Moses, when they did not have
water.
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It was a place where they doubted the presence

of God.
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After all that God did for them, in providing for
them,
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freeing them from slavery,
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guiding them with a pillar of clouds and fire,
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providing food for them,
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they still doubted God again and again;
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but what happened at that time?
LEREREE

They fell prey to Satan’s temptation,
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temptation to order God to fulfill His promise
on their own timetable.
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They were thirsty and wanted water
immediately.
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The people of God, like many of us,
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they were looking at their relationship with God
in a backward way.
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They should have remembered that God had
chosen them and they did not choose God.
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God was not obligated to supply them with
water the moment they demanded it;
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instead, they were obligated to obey and trust
God.
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They were to humbly pray for what they
needed.
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They were to submissively wait for God’s
answer.
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By contrast, Jesus trusted that the Father is with
Him.
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Jesus trusted the Father’s proclamation when
He said, “This is My beloved Son whom I love
and in whom I am well pleased.”
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Jesus did not need a grandiose miracle to prove
that He was the Son of God.

HS R A 5 22 o T B 2 iy JLF- o
Jesus knew that, to test God, would have been
sinful;
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and He, the sinless Son of God, cannot sin.
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People today are still using temples as their
own jumping-off point for personal success.
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Many false teachers proclaim themselves to
speak for God;
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but will the God of the universe let these people
manipulate Him?
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No, He will not.
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Sometimes, as believers, we feel that we must
make God look good,
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or have a good image,
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but what is image?
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An image can be an exact replica;
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but it also can be a counterfeit.
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The Bible puts little emphasis on image,
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except to say that we are not to worship it.
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When God sent the Prophet Samuel to the
house of Jesse to anoint a new king,
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Samuel was initially impressed with Jesse’s
older son.
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Listen to what the Scripture says,
TEEEZH

in 1 Samuel, Chapter 16, and verse 6:
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“When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and
thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed stands
before the Lord.’
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But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider
his appearance or his height, for I have rejected
him.”
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You see, my beloved friends, the Lord does not
look at the things we look at.
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We look at the outward appearance, but the
Lord looks upon the heart.
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More and more, I see that the worship of God
has become a matter of image.
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Why do many Christians become so enthralled
with image?
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Here is the answer:
B EIE -

they are substituting image for obedience to
God.
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The single, most serious problem which results

from substitution of image for obedience is this:
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the Gospel message is often compromised in an
effort to impress the world;
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but the Bible tells us what kind of image will
impress the world.
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In John, Chapter 13, verses 34 and 35, Jesus
said,
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“A new commandment I give to you:
BG4 R —Fofran <

Love one another. As I have loved you,
Ty@ AR A %+ FOEREZ AR -
so you must love one another.
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By this all men will know that you are My
Disciples, if you love one another.”
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The world is not impressed with our attempts to
impress them;
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but, when we have the real love of Jesus Christ
in our hearts,
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the world will know it.
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My listening friend, listen very carefully, as we
conclude.

BR BN » RS » 7B -

When Satan succeeds in diverting our attention
from God to image,
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he renders us ineffective.
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My prayer is that we will never lose our passion
and our love for God,
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but that we will show the world the power of
Jesus Christ by loving one another;
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but, if you are a person who does not know
Jesus in a personal way,
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do not put off the decision to seek Him,
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for all the snares and temptations of life won’t
get you real peace.
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Only Jesus can
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Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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