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Hello, listening friends.
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Welcome to this last in the series of messages
on the temptation of Christ;
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and I want to begin by saying that some people
think that leadership means dictatorship.
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SEUEMBE LB -
Others equate leadership with wielding power;
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but leadership through power alone is an
indication of insecurity.
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Wielding power alone is an indication of lack
of self-assurance.
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The Bible tells us that the meek will inherit the
Earth;
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but there are those who scoff at this truth.
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There are those who let nothing stand between
them and their grabbing of power.
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All too often, believers get their priorities

mixed up.
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Instead of serving, they strive for power.
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As we conclude this series of messages on the
temptation of Jesus,
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we will see that Jesus’ third temptation was a
temptation to seize earthly power.
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Please turn with me to Matthew, Chapter 4,
verses 8 to 11.
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Let’s read it together.
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In ancient times, high mountains represented
the seat of political power.

(ERIH o F LR S B B 52 -

For example,

ELami -
Mount Seir stands for the Kingdom of Edom.
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Mount Samaria stands for the Kingdom of
Israel.

S RINE L2 DL e s [E R R4 -

Mount Zion stands for the Kingdom of Judah.
(ZERIIPeY) WNE[ 0P L6

In Daniel, Chapter 2,

EHDFR A — &

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream ended when a small
Stone was carved out of the mountain without
hands.
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The Stone grew to be a Mountain,
ARERAT AR R — KL

a Mountain which filled the whole Earth.
FEHRT e

Daniel interpreted this dream as follows:
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the Mountain is a Kingdom that will never be
destroyed.
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In this case, it was probably His seat of power,
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from which He ruled over the kingdom of man.
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From there, Jesus could spiritually see all the
kingdoms of the Earth and all their splendor.
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For Jesus to desire lordship over the Earth was
not wrong.
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He is the Lord of all the Earth.
g 5 ER E5E -

The Earth is His.
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Psalm, Chapter 2, verses 7 to 9, tells us so.
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The Father has promised Him the kingdom of
the Earth as His inheritance;
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but it would have been wrong for Jesus to grab
power Satan’s way.
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It would have been wrong for Jesus to grab
power on Satan’s timing.
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Satan was again tempting Jesus with shortcuts.
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All that Jesus needed to do was to bow to Satan
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and, that way, He would avoid the rejection of
the cross.
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He could have had everything right now
without the grief awaiting Him in Golgotha,
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and Jesus had to choose between two kinds of
lordships.
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He could rule as the earthly kings do,
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or, He rules God’s way.
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Satan was trying to get Him to grab for power
the world’s way,

FAH 2 R IR - F X R 77 ZCF U
fif »

the kind of power that is devoid of love,
XA K - TR = %

the kind of power that lords it over people;
R » B AR ¢

but you must understand something very
important, my listening friend.
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This is the only way Satan knows how to rule.
PR R X R R Ry 7 2

Listen to how Jesus describes Satan’s
totalitarian power.
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You find it in Luke 22:25.
TERGINAE & 22 ¢ 25 » BRfR -

“The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them;
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and those who exercise power over them called
themselves Benefactors.”
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A leader, who is a dictator at his work,
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a man, who is a tyrant in his home,
—MER BRI SBA -

often thinks he is doing no wrong;

flt WA N H 2 AT 2 5

but Jesus said, in Luke 22,

B2 > BRERTERS IR & 22 BxX H

“Instead, the greatest among you should be like
the youngest,

URATTESL R - EIERELN -

and the one who rules like the one who serves.
NEN - BIE AR o

For who is greater, the one who is at the table
or the one who serves?

BN K 2 BARTERIIE 2 2 AR ARIIE 2
Is it not the one who is at the table?
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But I am among you as the One who serves
you.”
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In some churches, ministers are called
"servants."

TEHE L o AL AR PN -

Do you know why?

TREIE 20 2

Because they prepare spiritual food from the
Word of God.
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If you are a parent or a leader in your
workplace,

fBanfre N AN EF— D AR S -
you are really a servant.
TRELE MMAA e

You are serving those under your care.
TR B B ARASF ARLETE (R TR A ©

The world defines ‘““authority” as “power,”
BRI AL AU 5“8 %5

but Jesus is defining “authority” as
“responsibility,”

(B HREREIE RN B g oL -

and the bigger your authority, the greater your
area of service.
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It is easier for a servant to fall in the temptation

of grabbing.
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Why?
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Because there is a fine line between authority
and power,
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and because Satan will constantly tempt us to
grab for power.

FEAS BT S AT > LEFRAT 5 F AN
Satan says,
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“If you will just worship me,
CHERER

if you will follow my methods,

HEGEIRHE L 0 -

if you will just play it safe,
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then, you will have power;
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then, you can do what you want with it.
IR BENZRE LATAL o

What is Satan’s method of temptation?
WUEIRER AR T2 208 2

He uses intrigue and compromise.

B E A e TR Z R I o

He uses bribes and threats,

"R P UG S 1P B e »

and he uses lies.

EHES

The Jewish leaders of Jesus’ time

HESR7E T H ¥ -

were masters of this kind of political
manipulation;

FREES A A bt 2 XA — 2Kt 3 B
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so, when they saw Jesus gathering large
popular support,

DRI > 5l A SRR A K A ROk 3
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they felt threatened.
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They feared the crowds.
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In their mind, they knew power came with a
large following;
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therefore, they were expecting Jesus to be like
them.
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They expected Him to flaunt His power.
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In fact, they were shocked and confused when
He didn’t;
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but Jesus was working by a different set of
rules;

SR BRERAITTH 0 AR 2 S S — BN
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and you and I must follow these rules, which
are God’s rules;

HUE AT RN > o Bl 145 R AL 2
1THY -



96.

97.

98.

99.

100.

101.

102.

103.

104.

105.

106.

107.

108.

1009.

110.

111.

112.

and when God’s rules conflict with the
accepted practice of the world,

= PR IR th 57 _E O A BT g g AL AH AR
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we still must choose God’s rule.
AT MG A3 Ay R
We know how Jesus answered this temptation.
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Jesus quoted Moses again.
HRWR P o | EE PE A BRI - 0

“Worship the Lord your God and serve Him
only...”

MFEENHI M PR

and that is why Paul, in Philippians 2, instructs
us to look at the model of Christ.

PRI » SRETEMFSZ L1958 2 AP A T 3K
i1 Han el ek R » i
“...who, being in the very nature of God,
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did not consider equality with God something
to be grasped,
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but made Himself nothing, taking the very
nature of a servant,
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being made in human likeness
R ANRIREF
and being found in appearance as a man,
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He humbled himself and became obedient to
death -- even death on the cross!”
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Jesus, the second Adam, did not act like the
first Adam.
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The first Adam did consider being like God
something to grasp and grab for;
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but Jesus became a servant and denied Himself.
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This is something very few of us are willing to
do these days.
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Although Jesus was God of very God,
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and, yet, Jesus, as man, He taught us an
important lesson.
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What is this lesson?
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Service to God is the best antidote for
temptation to power.
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My listening friend, listen carefully, as we are
coming to an end.
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Power is like a bar of wet soap.

WA IR — SRR -

The more you try to tightly hold onto it,

TR AR »

the more it gets away from you.
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The Book of Revelation gives us a very
important picture of what happens to a church
when they do not follow the example of Christ.
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When a church strives to exercise power
without putting God first, it gets into trouble.
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In Revelation 17,
TERRxK 17T »

we see a church compromising.
124. B BB — D S5 HAZEZ -

The compromising church gives away its
possessions and loses its spiritual and
supernatural power.
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At that point, the church would be in an
alliance with Satan;
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but, in truth, the church should be like Jesus.
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It should be ready to lay aside all earthly
ambitions.
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It should be ready to lay aside the desire to take
the easy road.
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Only then will the path to Heaven open up.
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The church of Jesus Christ must be salt and
light.
EEWHEN e X R S e

When Christians cease to be salt and light,
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they lose their real power.
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Spiritual power is far more effective than
earthly power.
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Spiritual power is far more impacting on
society than earthly power.
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Spiritual power will change the hearts and the
lives of people.
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Spiritual power will accomplish far more than
earthly power,
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for it is written, ““You shall worship the Lord
your God alone...”

Hohet Bl - "SRR - AR
-

for that is worth everything.
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Jesus refused to grab for power,
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and you and I must resist the same temptation
everyday.
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It is our prayer and hope that this series of
messages has been a blessing to you,
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and we always love to hear from you;
Wy BRI I 45 Fe AT 1R AE 5

so, if you haven’t been in touch with us,
whether by letter or by email, please do so.
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145. Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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