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Hello, listening friends.
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We are glad you tuned in.
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It is our hope and prayer that you are being
blessed by this series of messages from the
book of Acts.
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I think for most of us, waiting is not easy.
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Waiting is not considered to be a virtue any
more.
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Look at how people drive in many of our cities.
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See how anxious we are beeping the horns of
our cars so that people can get out of our way.
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See how we push in the lines and try to get in
front of the line.
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Waiting is something that children hate to do.
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Most adults detest it also.
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We want everything in an instant.
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We want instant happiness,
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we want instant success,
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and we want instant peace.
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The problem is that we bring all of this
agitation and impatience into our Christian faith.
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We bring all these expectations of instant
results into our faith.

HATHEIARFIR AR 025 - A gEE R

We want instant worship,
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we want instant teaching,
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we want instant answers to prayer.
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And when we don’t get instant answers to
prayer,
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we immediately think that things have gone
wrong.
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The reason we do that,
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is because our instant nature thinks of God as
an average human being.
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We treat God as if He is just another person.
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What do I mean by that?
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When you receive silence from an angry spouse,
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you find yourself feeling isolated and confused.
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Someone once said,
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“Silence is the most perfect expression of
scorn.”
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I heard about a man who was looking sad.
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When his friend asked him why he was sad,
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he said, “My wife said she would give me the
silent treatment for three days.”
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His friend said, “Why should that make you
sad?”
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The man replied,
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“Today is the last of the three days.”
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But God is not like that.
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When God is silent,
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it is not necessarily because he’s angry.
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There is a silence of conviction.
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And it is designed to bring you under
conviction for something you are doing.
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God’s silence is sometimes designed to
comment about something that he wants you to
do.
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And He will remain silent until you obey.
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But then there is the silence of mercy.
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God knows that for your good, He has to wait.
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Then there is the silence of testing.
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God sometimes is testing to see how much you
trust him.

G > WEZ IR BKE 2 EEM 2
Then there is the silence of love.
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Out of love for you, God is not giving you what
you are asking for.
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So when God is silent, it is possibly because he
is placing you in his training school.
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When God is silent it is because He is trying to
teach you some new truth about yourself.
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When God is silent, it is possible to see how
much you trust Him and His Word.
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When God is silent, it is possible that He is

trying to get you quiet so that he can work on
your behalf.
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When God is silent, it is because He loves you
and He wants you to rest in His love.
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In Acts chapter 1, verses 12 to 26,
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we see that God gave the apostles a period of
waiting.
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But that waiting time was not a waste of time.
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It was a period of preparation.
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Here is the lesson we need to keep on learning
over and over again.
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And we don’t seem to be able to learn this one
lesson.
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The lesson is this,
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God is doing things in your life that you cannot
see.
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God is doing things in your life which you are
not aware of.
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God is doing things in your life to develop your
character.
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And you cannot see that.
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Let’s read together Acts chapter 1, verses 12 to
26.
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I’m going to explain to you this in a minute.
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I want you to think about this question.
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What was God doing during this ten-day period
of waiting?
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He wanted the apostles to learn how to pray

together.
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How to fellowship together.
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How to study the Bible together.
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How to discern His will together.
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How to practice obedience together.
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Next time you are waiting upon the Lord,
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remember, He is working his purpose in your

waiting.
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Next time you are waiting upon the Lord,
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Know that He is working on your behalf.
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Next time you’re waiting upon the Lord,
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Know beyond a shadow of doubt, that His
silence is for one of the following reasons,
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either to bring you under conviction,
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or it is because of his mercy on you,
aE O ORI A
or it is a time of testing,
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or it is so to teach you patience.
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And all of that is because he loves you so much.
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This ten day period of waiting between the time
of Jesus’ ascension to heaven and the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit,
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was serving three primary purposes,
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waiting for the Lord was to strengthen the
apostles,
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and this is the first point,
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And you find that in verses 12 to 15 of Acts
chapter 1.
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Secondly,
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waiting for the Lord was to separate the
apostate from the apostles,

“EEE 2N T HERIERGERERE
verses 16 to 20.
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Thirdly,
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waiting for the Lord was to solidify the
anointed,
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Verses 21 to 26.
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Let’s look at the first one today,
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waiting for the Lord was to strengthen the
apostles.
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Waiting for God’s plan and God’s timing will
ultimately strengthen the believer.
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How will waiting strengthen them?
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First, it will teach them obedience.
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In Acts chapter 1 verse 4,
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Jesus commanded them to wait.
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In Acts chapter 1 verse 12,
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there is direct obedience to the command of

Jesus.
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He said to them, “Do not leave Jerusalem.
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Wait for the promise of the Holy Spirit to be
fulfilled.”
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And they waited for the Holy Spirit.
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How many of us would have gotten restless by
the third day?
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The fourth day?
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The fifth day?
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The eighth day?
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I don’t believe for a moment that it was easy
for the apostles to wait.
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The apostles were all from the Galilee region,
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and they were away from home and family.
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They were away from their familiar
surroundings.
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Some of you may remember that after the
resurrection in John 21:3,
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Jesus did not show up for a couple of days.
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And what did Peter do?
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He said, “I’m going fishing.”
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The waiting was killing him.
23 5 Hog Bt A A !

And the others followed.
At 1fE thERF At 2% -

And Jesus met them there as a form of rebuke.
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And here these apostles could have said to
themselves,
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“Jesus has gone to heaven. We need to get on
with life.
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We need to leave Jerusalem and head back
north to the Galilee.
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We need to get about our businesses.
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We can’t just sit around and do nothing.”
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My listening friends, listen carefully to what
I’m going to tell you.
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When you are waiting for the Lord,
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the one thing you are not supposed to do is
nothing.
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If the apostles were thinking in terms of
ministry,
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they could have said to themselves,
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“There are people to be won for Christ.
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There are ministries to be done in the name of
Christ.
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There are towns to be evangelized.”
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Let me tell you something I hope you’ll never
forget.

T EHRKIE A TSI RATIHAY

The most important obedience in your life,
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is the obedience that you practice when you do
not have an earthly reason as to why you are
called to do what you are called to do.
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You are not learning obedience if you have
logical explanation.
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When you have all of the facts before you obey,
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then you are obeying because you know that
this is the best thing to do.
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But when you cannot see any reason why you
should do what you are called to do,

EHIFIRPNT A E MR > HAKE
R

you are practicing and learning simple
obedience.

TRILRTE S ] BRI -

Some of you may be going through a situation
like this right now.
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You are being asked to obey and submit when
all you can see is utter darkness,
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no light of reason,
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no light of logic,
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no light of action.
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When that happens, I want you to remember
this.
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God is teaching you simple obedience.
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The disciples were being strengthened by
waiting
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They were 1 earning obedience to God.
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I’ve noticed that my time has run out,
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and [ haven’t come to the next two points.
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So please tune in in the next program so that
you can hear the other two points.
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Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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