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Hello, listening friends.
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It is a delight and joy for us to bring you this
broadcast.
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And we are glad that it’s been a blessing to you.
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And we are so glad to hear from so many of
you and thank you for writing to us.
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It is a delight and joy for us to bring you this
broadcast.
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And thank you for contacting us also through
the Internet.
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We are in the midst of a series of messages
from the book of Acts.
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And today we’re going to look at chapter 2
verses 42 to 47.
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I want to begin by telling you a historical
incident.
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The Roman emperor Dioclesian set up a stone
pillar.
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And on that pillar, he inscribed the following
words,

TEA M B2 DU X AT

“For having exterminated the name Christian
from the earth.”
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If he could see how Christianity grows now,
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he would be embarrassed.
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Another Roman leader made a coffin,
ST SRS T — R

symbolizing his intention to bury the Gallilean
by killing his followers.
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Christians have always been persecuted.
— Lk - FEIEAMZEE

But their persecutors are like the Roman
emperors of old.
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They too will one day recognize that Jesus’
church,

A—K AT TERINERERAY 22

and the church’s living Head cannot be
destroyed.
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The church as an institution may fail.
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The church as an organization may fail.
Hew HEMHE > Bk

The church as a system may fail.
Bt W MRS EaRW

But the church of Jesus Christ made up of all
born again believers will never fail.
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History has shown that when the church is
Bible preaching,

IR ER s —PMEEEEZIHEEEM
Christ centered,
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others loving,
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it will withstand any pressure.
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In Acts 2:42 to 47,
{HPEITIE 2 7 42-47 T HRHE »
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Dr. Luke gives us a clear picture of the four
hallmarks of the church of Jesus Christ.
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The spirit filled church must be first of all,
submitting to the authority of the Scripture.
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Secondly,

£

it should be loving and caring for one another.
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Thirdly,
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focusing on worshipping the living God.
LLWFR KA o

Fourthly,
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being a witness to the saving power of Jesus
Christ.
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The Bible said,

ELE

that the members of the first church devoted
themselves to the apostle’s teaching.

RBZHERE » FRE LB ST ELER 2 -
What does that mean?
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It means that they were a studying church.
T E M ETHTRIEE

It means that they were a learning church.
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It means that they were a teaching church.
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Because the Word of God must be central in the
Christian life,
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the Christian faith becomes weak and anemic
when the Bible is not central.
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When Christians lose their moral authority in
the world,
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it is because they have psychologized the Word
of God.
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1 ©

When Christians cease to be the conscience of
society,

LEBIEARE N EI R

it is when they no longer declare, “Thus says
the Lord.”
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So the church of Jesus Christ must be a Bible

studying, Bible reading, and Bible obeying
church.
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Why?
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Because the Bible is our only spiritual food.
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Those of you who read the Bible every once in
awhile,
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I want to ask you a question.
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Why don’t you try to eat just one meal a week
and see what happens?
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God said in Hosea 4:6,
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“My people are destroyed for their lack of
knowledge.”
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First, the church must be a Bible centered
church.

B BEVIUEENFL
Secondly,

CEE
the church of Jesus Christ must be caring
church.
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Not to be caring and generous is a fall back into
idolatry.
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The believers in the first church had everything
in common.

NRAZHIFEERE > NI -
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They sold their goods and possessions and gave
it to everyone who was in need.

A2 H CRIET™ » R ERIA

I want you to read verses 44 and 45 of Acts
chapter 2.

R GEAT % = 5 4445 17
I need to explain something about these two
Verses.
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Let me explain.

1EHCRIRA -

First of all, the tense of both verbs is in the
imperfect tense.

5 o X BT R A A R A e -
Why is that important?
XA EEERE R 2

It is important because it says, that they were
selling property and goods.

RAREE » F AR ShFER SRR
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As the need arose to help their fellow believers,
they sold some of their property.
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When the need arose, they did not hesitate to

sell some of their possessions to give to the
Lord.
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Also, this giving and sharing was voluntary.
RIS - {7 TR B R 2 =Y -

It was not forced upon them.
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Whenever generosity becomes compulsory, it is
no longer generosity.
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The reason these people were generous,
IXHEN Z BT LLREAN LI -

because they were imitating their heavenly
Father’s generosity.
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Your heavenly Father has been so generous to
you.
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And if you take His generosity for granted,
EORE L F 2 BEAT 4 281

and you never become generous yourself,
MR E CZ A -

Then you are not an imitator of your Father in
heaven.
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The church of Jesus Christ is word honoring.
HROREE B 2 » S B EMHAIERY

The church of Jesus Christ is generous and
caring.
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Thirdly,

—_— 9

The church of Jesus Christ is worship minded.
HEBREL B 2L 2 » B DHUFHIRY ©

With gladness and sincerity of heart they were
praising God, the Bible said.
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It comes as no surprise to many of you that
worshipping, praising Christians are joyful
Christians.
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Praising God in the life of the believer produces
joy.
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What does it mean to worship and praise God?
HOFE Bt s TR 2

To praise God is to recite His wonderful deeds.
BRE A » BRI AT DRI E T

To praise God is to be reminded of His
character.
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To praise God is to recall His magnificent
tributes.
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When the early church exalted the name of God,
they experienced true happiness and joy.

ERIkae 2 € DI EnaEE S CHI DRI i W) e
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Today, people are looking for happiness and
contentment in all the wrong places.

BRI Z NERTEREIRAIL T - KRR IR 9
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But true joy and happiness can only come to
those who know how to give God the glory.
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True happiness comes from focusing on God
and not self.

Pl mALLEBHL - ARG 2]
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True happiness comes from seeking God’s
glory and not our own.

TR » WA R E D -
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And that is why one of the fruit of the Spirit is
joy.
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There are some people who erroneously think

that the Christian life must be morbid and
miserable and joyless.
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Some think that the duller and the more morbid
worship is, the more spiritual you are.
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o AilER -
But that’s not true.
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The whole mark of the first church is that it was
a joyous church.
PIRBESIREEUE - BT A= RIVE
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The mark of the church of Jesus Christ is
experiencing the combination of joy and awe
all at the same time.
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Let me summarize what we said so far.
LEERATRE > — T AT e U EE

That the church of Jesus Christ must be Bible
honoring.

HESREE E B 2 LN 2 25
Secondly,
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be generous and caring.

THENE SR

Thirdly,
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worship minded.

D

Fourthly and lastly,

B Y A

witnessing bent.
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Verse 47 of Acts 2,

(EAETT 1% 2 75 47 3 ¢

“To their number daily the Lord added those
who were saved.”

TR RHI AR KNG Al -

This is a very important mark of the church.
XA 2 E AR

Why is it important?
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Because it tells us that the members of the first
church,
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did not only get preoccupied with learning the
Word of God,
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that they forsook witnessing to their lost friends.
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That they not only [were] so preoccupied with
generosity and compassion that they neglected
witnessing to their lost neighbors.
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That they did not get so preoccupied with
worship that they ignored their unsaved family
and friends.

flfl A BRSO - AR 2 PR
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Why do I say this?

HA B EOR BN — S WE 2

Because the Holy Spirit is a missionary spirit.
HHERZEEHIR ;

Because the Holy Spirit creates a missionary
church.

R REFETHEHNIAS

Because the Holy Spirit rejoices when the
sinners are found.
N HIRACH) TR A AT R » R
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If you practice the first three qualities and
neglect the fourth one,
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you will end up being inward looking.
TRAXAEE A

Without witnessing, a church could become
lacking in vision.
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My listening friend, several things I want you
to notice.
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The Lord Jesus Christ himself is the one who
added to their number.
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But he did it in two ways:
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Through the preaching of the apostles
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And the witnessing of the church members.
M2 EER UILE

God always does His work through his obedient
children.
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God always brings His lost sheep into His fold
through his obedient sheep.

MHUEZFEZ A AR A 3 - 27400k 2 i = |l 21
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The second thing I want you to notice is this,
HEES

He added those who were saved.
RS R A g ATy -

They got saved first, then joined the church.
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Thirdly, they were added daily.
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People were being saved every single day.
HFREA NGR

Not just on some occasions,
HARERAE NS -

in the place where you work,
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in the places where you socialize,
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in the area in which you live,

FEVRIEAERIFEIX -

in the school where you are studying,
TEVRBRBERY 4%

there are people watching and waiting for you
to witness to them.
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On a daily basis, God was saving people
through the witnessing of the new Christians.

TR RS — STy BB [ A EDLIE -
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Let me give you a very quick example of how

the Holy Spirit works through a small number
of believers.
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In 1937,
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all missionaries left a small country.
TR EBLHEIT 7 & — 1/ NER

And they left behind only eighteen baptized
Christians.
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And a few portions of the Scripture in their
language.
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The new believers were cruelly persecuted and
some were martyred.
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But five years later,
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‘When the missionaries returned,

YE AR LR

They found that the eighteen Christians had
multiplied to ten thousand.
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God adds when his people are faithfully
witnessing.
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I hope that this has been a challenge to all the
Christians to begin to witness to Jesus Christ.
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157. Until we meet again, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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