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Welcome, our listening friends.
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It is always a delight to know that you have
tuned in to listen to this broadcast.
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If you have listened to the last broadcast,
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you remember that I concluded the last message
by telling you that Satan does not like to see
God bless the believer.
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And that is why Satan designs a two-pronged
strategy to defeat the Christians.
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Satan uses unbelievers from the outside of the
church,
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and then he uses unsuspecting Christians from
the inside.
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He uses outside forces to intimidate the active
Christians into silence and compromise,
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and from within, he uses the unsuspecting,
egotistical Christian to hassle and harass the
effective Christian.
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He uses the ungodly forces of the world to
numb us into inactivity,
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and he uses the nondiscerning Christians to
disturb our peace.

ot — e R A 57

P
THFC

TEBLPLHATTHY

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

He uses worldly temptations to lull us into
inaction,
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and he uses sinning Christians to steal our joy.
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This has been Satan’s two-pronged strategy
since the beginning of time.
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It has never changed.
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It has never been modified.
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It has never been deviated from.
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He does it cunningly,
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and he does it with dizzying speed.
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And he will choose his times carefully.
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But the basic strategy has never been changed.
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And this is the very strategy he used against the
early church.
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As the work of God began to take hold,
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and as the Gospel began to change lives;
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as the Holy Spirit began to convert and
consecrate,
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Satan moved in with the two-pronged attack.
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From without,
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he stirred up the Jewish elders and rulers.
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From within,
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he deceived unsuspecting, insecure church
members by appealing to their fragile egos.
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Today we’re going to examine the attack from
without.
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Dr. Luke makes it clear that this particular
wave of persecution was not coming from the
Romans.
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This persecution was coming from the Jewish
leaders.
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This type of persecution was incited by the
Sadducees.
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Let me tell you about the Sadducees.
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The Sadducees were the ruling class of wealthy
aristocrats.
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The Sadducees were the liberal establishment
of the day.
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The Sadducees believed that the messianic age
had come and gone,
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and they were not looking for a Messiah.
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The Sadducees were the ones who denied the
Old Testament doctrine of the resurrection of
the dead.
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So you can understand their anger at the
apostles for testifying to the physical
resurrection of Jesus Christ.
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But they were not alone.
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Misery loves company.
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The Jewish rulers of the temple,
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the elders of the Jewish tribes,
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the priests of the temple,

XS]

including the current high priest and the former
high priest,
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the teachers of the law;
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all of these people, plus some unidentified
individuals,
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all became united in their opposition to the
teaching of the supremacy of Christ.
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Jesus’ name disturbed these alliances in 33 AD.
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It also disturbs many alliances today.
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Do you know why?
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Because Jesus’ name has power.
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And egomaniacs do not want to share power,
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because Jesus’ name has authority.
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The egomaniacs do not want to give up their
authority,
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because Jesus’ name has healing power.
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But they want to live in their hopeless condition
of sin.
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So they scream and they yell and they verbally
attack and they threaten.
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Why did these groups of people, who normally
can’t stand each other, become so united?
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Dr. Luke tells us in Acts chapter 4 verse 2,
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that because the apostles were giving an

eyewitness account of the resurrection of Jesus
Christ.
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But why did they put the apostles on trial?
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It was to intimidate them.
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Because they had no case, they resorted to
intimidation.
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As if to say, “Let’s break their spirit.
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Let’s ostracize them and alienate them.”
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Why do they go to all this trouble?
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Why do they go to all this trouble with the
disciples?
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Because they were afraid lest people hear the
truth.

At Ita E TR T B

Lest people believe the truth and embrace the
truth.
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In Acts chapter 4 verse 4,
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Luke tells us that many who heard the message

believed and their number grew to five
thousand.
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Here’s something very important to encourage
you, my friend.
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All of the intimidation that is designed to
silence the witnessing for the gospel,
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will fail.

AR R -

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

91.

92.

Peter’s response to the Sanhedrin had such
irrefutable evidence, that they were baffled as
to what to do.
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Let me tell you something of uttermost
importance.
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You must never be afraid to stand up for the
truth of the Gospel.
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You must never be bullied or intimidated into
silence.
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The facts are on your side.
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Their guilty conscience is on your side.
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And ultimately, God is on your side.
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In Acts 4:13 to 22, shows you their bafflement.
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When they could not refute the evidence,
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they said, “These fellows did not get the proper
education.
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They did not have the right credentials.”
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Peter said to them,
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“You are arresting us because of a miracle?
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You are harassing us because we believe in the
supernatural God?
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You are trying to intimidate us because we
healed a man who was crippled for forty
years?”
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Now my listening friends, I want you to notice
several things about Satan’s attack from
without.
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What Satan means for evil, God intends for
good.
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Satan wanted to destroy the first church,
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but instead, the following things happened:
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First,
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Peter and the apostles became more courageous
and fearless than they ever thought they could.
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Here is something important that you need to
know.
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There is nothing more aggravating to a bully
than refusing to give in to him.
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In most cases, bullies are cowards.
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And when you stand your ground, they will
show their true colors.
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When you are wrapped up in the full armor of
God, you can stare down the enemy.
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When the apostles talked about the resurrection,
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the Sanhedrin did not dispute the evidence of
the resurrection.
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Do you know why?
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Because they couldn’t.
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Standing on the truth gives you courage.

SETEE IR 8 IR ER

109.

110.

I11.

112.

113.

114.

115.

116.

117.

118.

119.

120.

121.

122.

123.

124.

125.

Standing on the power of the resurrection will
embolden you to make you fearless.
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Secondly,
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because of the resurrection, the apostles
experienced greater solidarity.
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Persecution strengthens the true believers.
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Persecution unites the true believers.
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Persecution draws true believers close to the
Lord.
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You and I do not like the evil’s attacks.
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We do not seek the evil’s attack.
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But there is nothing that will draw you closer to
the Lord and to other Christians than the
enemy’s attack.
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The third thing about the enemy’s attack from
without is this,
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the apostles turned the persecution into a pulpit.
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Far from cowering and compromising,
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they did not say, “I will not take a stand
anymore.”
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In fact, Peter said, “Let me tell you about Jesus,
whom you crucified.
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Jesus is your only hope
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Jesus is your only way to salvation.
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Jesus is your only way to heaven.
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And you had better turn to him, repent, and
believe in him.”
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My listening friend, listen carefully as I come
to conclusion.
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What the world is desperate for is not more
compromises.
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What the world is desperate for is someone,
who could say with Martin Luther, “Here |
stand, for I can do no other.”
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the fourth thing about Satan’s attack from
without is this,
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it caused the church to be a praising and
praying church.
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In verses 23 to 28 of Acts 4,
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when Peter and John were released, the church
praised God and petitioned God.
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When faced with opposition, they took comfort
in the sovereignty of God.
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In their hour of perplexity, they knew that the
Lord would not forsake them.
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Far from succumbing to temptation in the face
of satanic attack, they became bolder.
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As a result, the place shook.
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And they were filled with the Holy Spirit,
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as they demonstrated the power of God in word
and deed.
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My listening friend, let me ask you a few
questions:
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Are you under attack?
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Sing praises to the Lord.
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Are you harassed?
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Sing praises to the Lord.
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Are you feeling defeated?
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Sing praises to the Lord.
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Are you tempted to compromise?
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Sing praises to the Lord.
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Are you tempted to give up?
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Sing praises to the Lord.
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When you feel that you cannot take the heat of
the battle, sing praises to the Lord.
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For the enemy’s attack can make you
courageous.
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You can experience greater solidarity,
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and turn your persecution into a pulpit and your
pain into praise.
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Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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