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KNOWING CHRIST - 3

Hello, listening friends.
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If you have just joined us,
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this is the third message in a series of messag
on knowing Christ.
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God told His people, in God’s Holy Book,
THTE L Z TRt LA HI AN »

to love the Lord their God with all their heart,
soul and mind,
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and to love their neighbor as themselves.
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Ancient theologians named this command the

“Shema.”
A ER X F WG IRE RS

In Jesus’ day, the Shema was recited twice a
day;

TEHBERAR I E » SRR — R E MK
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but there was an underlying problem.
(B[R]

The people’s lives did not reflect their love for
God.

MHEATTAE T HR A — it SO H 22 i
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Twice a day, they would recite these words,

“Love the Lord your God with all your heatrt,
soul and mind,”

ftfi1— %Wﬁ WO ERL s RS RE
ZFARIgH o

and, yet, when the Lord of Glory showed up,
{HL 2 X MR = B R B 1
they rejected Him and crucified Him.
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What they were saying with their lips,
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they were denying with their lives.
HTEMA T ARG E T -

What they were declaring publicly,
i T ATFE &SR »

they were denying in practice.
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My listening friend, you may say, “This would
not happen today.

ﬁ%%%%ﬁ WIFIR 2
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If Jesus would come, today, we would worship
Him.”
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Oh, really?
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Think about what many people do.
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We claim to know God,
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but we deny that very claim by our lives.
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HFE -

We are doing exactly what God’s people were
doing in the time of Jesus.
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They were reciting the Shema without living it.
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Just as it was easy for the Pharisees to recite the
Shema twice a day --
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“I love the Lord with all my soul, mind and
heart” --
o CERERLD S R
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but living it was a whole different matter;
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and we do the same thing.
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Turn with me, if you have a Bible, to Matthew
22:32-39.

WMERATE E4% > ERHAI ST 220 32-39
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> | am the God of Abraham...the God of

Jacob.
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He is not the God of the dead, but the God of
the living...’
HAEIL AR > T2 G ARf e
and, when the crowd heard this, they were
astonished at His teaching.
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Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducesd
the Pharisees got together.
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One of them, an expert in the law, tested him
with this question:
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‘Teacher, which is the greatest commandme
in the Law?’
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Jesus replied,
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‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind.
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This is the first and the greatest commandmer]
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and the second is like unto it.
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Love your neighbor as yourself.”
WMEEE AN -7

The Pharisees were trying to trick Jesus,
JXEEVE I B A LS A HEHS R -

and, the reason why Jesus was so hard on thq
Pharisees --
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it was because they were manipulators.
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They were forever trying to manipulate Jesus;
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and, so, here, they were trying to trick Jesus;
PRTE » AT S AR L5 HR R HHER T 5

but they recognized that Jesus was too much for
them and for their tricks;

(ELARAT 4 5 » HGR EC AT RN AR A7 TAY T ST
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and, when they couldn’t trick Jesus, they sent a
lawyer to do the tricking.
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Look at Matthew 22:34 to 35.

BB GRS 22 34-3577 »

“But when they heard that He, (Jesus) had put
the Sadducees to silence, they gathered
themselves together and one of them, a lawyer,
asked Him a question to test Him.”
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The lawyer came to trick Jesus, asking Him,
“What is the greatest commandment of all?”

AREIM AT EREP IR T — SR K
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What were the Pharisees trying to do?
IXEEERITE A E BT 4 2

Their purpose was to find something by which
they could accuse Jesus of heresy;
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and, with this, they would discredit Him.
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Their purpose was to expose Jesus as an
impostor

it T B Y a2 e BB E h
and to turn the people against Him;
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but, without hesitation, Jesus took them back to
the very words that they were reciting twice a
day.
B2 > HREREIA BRIKIK 2 J1sh#EM AT ] — R im
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“You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, your soul and your mind.”
RERLL ~ R~ RE » ZEIRAI -7

The Lord of Glory answered the Pharisees by
telling them to do what they already know,
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as if to say, “l am here to exhort you to practic
in life what you already claim to believe...”

Ul ¢ CHOREE B R TR E TE
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but how do we love Christ with our minds?
EMAEE “RE” ZEWR?

Well, first, what is the mind?
HABINE T E 28 “8B” 2

The mind is the seat of intellect.

Fril “B&” - glaeg o

The mind is the seat of determination.
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The mind is the seat of willful vigor.
;u E'jAT\En_‘ oh °

The mind is the seat of commitment,
R
and, because, above everything else, love is g

commitment, love, therefore, must start in the
mind.

A BAGHE —FEY > JI - ZHN
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In marriage, for example,
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the core of love is commitment between
husband and wife.

ZIZ LR REZ ML RS -
Marriage is not primarily about physical beaut
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because that can change.
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Marriage is not primarily about emotions and
romance,
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because they can go up and down.
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It is not even about feelings,
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because feelings are mercurial.
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It is not about physical strength,
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because that can deteriorate.
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It is not about possessions,
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because that can be lost;
A R P R Al BETH 2K

but love’s beginning and sustaining power is
commitment,

H%Z » WA ERHEMBER S RERNAL
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and commitment begins in the mind.
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If you truly want to know and love Jesus Christ,
R B EIA IR I HZ X A FHRBRELE -

you have to begin with a determination --
TR AAE—TTIERL T RE P/~

a determination that you will love Him above
all.

TRREZ T Z—]) -
If you want to love Jesus, you have to begin
with a mental decision.

INRARELZ R » WL NERE b T %8 o
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If you want to love Jesus, you have to begin by
placing Him in the highest priority level in your
life.

IR AR R HRER » R A R
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You must give Him the priority of your time,
FERFIE] b > iR SEE AL

the priority of your thinking,
R R EEEA

the priority of your decision-making,

FEVERERS » ik E SR E L

the priority of all your dreams and hopes;
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and, unless you make that conscious decision,
your love for Christ will go to the bottom of
your priority list.
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Why?
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Because what grabs our attention is what we
can see.

A BAT R 5 5 9 AR IS P g
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What takes our time is what we feel.
BATEHEE R ZE| o
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95. What occupies our passion is what we
experience;
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96. and, if you fall in the trap of giving in to what
pressures you,
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97. we will always crowd God out.
MEL 2 AT Lo FR RS 1 25 -

98. A good way to think about your life’s priority is
like a wheel.
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99. Jesus is the axle around which the spokes of
your priorities are hooked into.

HRBRAL I A 20 b S5 L -

100.If you see Jesus as the Hub around which all
your priorities emanate from and go back to,

AR HEHBER =4 BAR — Dl -
101.if Jesus is the very center of all life’s priority,

(B EHRER R (R A28 — DIRIZL »

102.then, loving God with your mind will mean the
following:

Mo » RERTMERE

103.you will make the decision of the will to give
Him the first fruit of your day,

TR SRR B R BRI Rk R 1 -
104.not the rotten fruit.

A HEER IS L2 45 1 o
105.Loving God with your mind means that you

will give Him the first fruit of your money and
possessions, not the leftovers.
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106.Loving God with your mind will mean that you

will consult Him before you make a decision.

REZ A ERE RE(EET € Z 1 »
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107.Loving God with your mind means that you
will say “no” to the temptation to do evil.

RE % TR ZRHEE R 75 =
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108.You will say “no” to the things that keep you
away from worship.
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109.Not only that, but you will say “no” to the
things that do not honor the Lord.

AMBYILE - FTE A SRR S - # RS o

110.Loving Jesus with all your mind means that you
will say “yes” to obeying His commands.
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111.You will say “yes” to things that will bring
glory to His name.
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112.You will say “yes” to grieving over sin.
HE SRR
113. Jesus said,
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114. “If you love Me, you will obey Me.”
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115.0l_oedying God requires determination of your
mind,
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116.and, mind-determination is the first step;
A F R LEE T

117.and that is why the Lord Jesus said to love Him
with all your mind, heart and soul,
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118.but you must first determine to love Him with
your mind.
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119.Many times, we allow past failures to keep us
from growing in our love for Christ.
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120.1 read about a man who went to see a doctor
about his memory.
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121.He said to the doctor,
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“I'm losing my memory.”
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123.A week later, the man received the diagnosis.
—JAUUE » XA B R A RS W -

124. “We cannot help your memory without
impairing your eyesight,” the doctor said.
BEAXHR I QIR B E R R IRE LT - L
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125. “Would you rather be able to see or
remember?”
IR E RN R
e 2
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126.The man immediately said,
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127. “I would rather have my eyesight than my
memory.
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128.1 would rather see where I'm going than
remember where I've been...”

HTEEG B R » AR
LB EWRIL

129.and it is the same way in loving Jesus.
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130.To know and love Jesus with your mind, you
must not be controlled by where you’ve been.

LRULIB IR EMZE L » SiABELEIRAY
BRI HRIEIR -

131.Put all of your past under the blood of Jesus
and move forward.
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132.To love Jesus with all your mind,
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133.you must not dwell on past failures.
it BRI R E ok

134.You have to let the past be the past.
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135.Begin today with a new determination of the
mind.
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136.Determine that you will love Jesus above all
else;
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137.and you will be pleasantly surprised by the
power and the direction that the Lord will give
you,
X AR E BB IR RE DM T - WE
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138.because determination of the mind is honoring
to Him; and God will honor your obedience;
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139.and, then, write and tell us about your
determination.
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140.Until next time, 1 wish you God’s richest
blessing.

i > BATFREA » E#AKGESK -



