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THE TEN COMMANDMENTS - 11

Hello, listening friends.
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We thank you for joining us today.
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This is the last in the series of messages on the

Ten Commandments.
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It is the Tenth Commandment;
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and, if you look around you, you'll find that
people are discontented today.
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In every country and every culture that | have
traveled to, I've found discontentment abounds;
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and the reason for that discontentment is
covetousness.
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Covetousness is not a word that we often use;
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but “covetousness” simply means craving for
what somebody else has.
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Covetousness is the craving of somebody elsd
circumstances.
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Covetousness is the craving of what somebody
else is.
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Covetousness is that longing that says, “If only,
if only, if only
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but let me tell you something about
covetousness.

BARPRITIK — 1Kk T o R A
Covetousness is always short-lived.
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Covetousness can never see the big picture.
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Covetousness is always concerning itself with
the immediate needs.
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Covetousness is always anxious for instant
gratification.
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and covetousness will always make you an
ungrateful person.
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Listen to what God said, in Exodus 20:17.
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| want to tell you something very important
about the Tenth Commandment.
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| hope you'll never forget what I’'m going to tell

you.
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The Tenth Commandment stands in distinction
to the rest of the nine.
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The Tenth Commandment is very different
from the first nine.
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Do you know why?
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Because it deals with the matter of the heart.
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The first nine Commandments openly condemn
outward action,
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but the tenth has to do with the mind.
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Jesus said
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that there are inward desires that cause the
outward breaking of the Commandment.
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It was Jesus who told us to guard against our
inward thoughts that trigger the outward actior
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The other nine Commandments all deal with
outward actions;
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but the Tenth Commandment begins from the
inside and works its way out.
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What does that mean?
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It means that you could be the most covetous

person on the inside and no one would know it;

ER o RATREEN LR R TR A - (2

& NHE

and that is why the Tenth Commandment
makes explicit what in the other nine are
implicit.
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The Tenth Commandment spells out what Goq
is really after.
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You say, “What does God want from me?”
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God is looking not only for outward obedience
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but, more importantly, He is looking for inward
obedience;
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and that is why God has to seal His Ten
Commandments with the Tenth Commandmer
about inward obedience.
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Without the Tenth Commandment, we could
easily become like the Pharisees.

EHE T BARE S ERERIEA -

)

nt

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54,

We could focus on outward obedience, but our
hearts could be far from God;
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and, then, we should become hypocrites like the
Pharisees.
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If you read the Gospels, you will see Jesus’
strong words to the Pharisees.

WRAREEE 1 o (K2 E R - HRERT &k
HIZE ARG R ATE™ ]
He spoke to them this way because He saw that

they were only concerned with outward
obedience,
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and not inward obedience;
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and He said to them, “You are like white-
washed tombs.”
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Tombs look beautiful on the outside; but, on the
inside, they are full of dead corpses;
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and that is why only Jesus can deliver us from
sin.
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That is why only Jesus can empower us to obey
Him, inwardly and outwardly;
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and that is why only the Holy Spirit of God can
empower us to keep the Commandments.
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Without God, nobody can keep the Ten
Commandments.
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Without the Holy Spirit's empowerment, we

could never keep and obey the Ten
Commandments.
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My listening friend,
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it is out of love and compassion that God gave
us all of the Ten Commandments.

R BRI Sl 1A T R -
It is out of love, and out of compassion, that H
gave us the Tenth Commandment.

WZ A Z RS > A AT THRT 15+
i o

Do you know why?
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There are two reasons.
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First,
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because covetousness is deceptive.
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Secondly,
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because contentment is delightful.
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Because God knows that covetousness is
deceptive, He gave us the Tenth Commandmg
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Listen to what the Lord Jesus Christ said, in
Luke 12:15.
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Jesus said,
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“Watch out. Be on your guard against all
kinds of greed;
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a man'’s life does not consist in the abundance

of his possessions.”
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My listening friends, | want to tell you
something very important.
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If believers really believed these words of Jes
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they would radically change their lifestyle.
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They would radically reorder their priorities.
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They would radically change so many of their
choices.
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Let me explain what | mean by this.
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If your self-worth is dependent on your
occupation,
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if your self-worth is dependent on what you
weatr,
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if your self-worth is dependent on your family
connections,
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then, that will never, never, never bring you
contentment,
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because, if your self-worth is wrapped up in
these things, there’s always something better.
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There is always something newer.
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There is always someone more successful.
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There’s always someone richer;
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and that is why covetousness is deceptive.
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If you constantly compare yourself to other
people, you will be in constant misery.
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That is why the Apostle Paul says, in 2
Corinthians 10:12,
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that they measure themselves by themselves
and compare themselves among themselves.
They are not wise.
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Covetousness has very little to do with how
much you have.
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Let me speak for a moment to those who are
single people.
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88. If you are unhappy as a single person,
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89. and you think that you must marry in order to
be happy,
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90. you are deceived,
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91. because, if you are not satisfied with who you
are,
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92. if you are not contented in your own situation,
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93. if you are not fulfilled in who you are in Jesus
Christ,
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94. changes in your circumstances are not your
ticket to happiness;
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95. so, covetousness is deceptive;
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96. but, secondly, contentment is delightful.

H25E = » HEZRIRAY ©

97. In Philippians 4:11, the Apostle Paul said,
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98. “l have learned to be contented whatever theg
circumstances...”
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99. but let me tell you what sometimes happens tg
believers.
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100.You are going through life’s highway and
everything seems to be fine
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101.and then you hit a roadblock.
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102.Whether it is a health roadblock,
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103.whether it is a relationship roadblock,
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104.whether it is a financial roadblock,
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105.whatever your roadblock may be,
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106.there are two ways to react to your roadblock.
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107.The person who has learned to be contented in
all things
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108.will see the roadblock as an opportunity for
double blessing.
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109.You will see it as an opportunity for God to use
the situation for His glory and for your good.
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110.Secondly, you will use this roadblock as an

opportunity for God to show you that He alone
can fill the empty void in your life.
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111.Listen to what Hebrews 13:5 said:
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“Be contented with whatever you have.”
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113.Why?
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114.Because He will never leave your nor forsake
you.
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115.If you are not willing to learn to be contented,
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116.then you will be just like God’s people, who for
40 years went around and around in the desert.
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117.They looked at the same brushes and rocks and
sand over and over and over again.
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118.1 often tell people, when they come and talk to
me,
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119. “Do not waste your pain.

AN BRI IRAYR o
120.Do not waste your suffering.
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121.Do not say, “God, get me out of this so | can
move on.”
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122.No. You must learn to say, “Teach me, Lord.
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123.1 want to learn the lesson You have for me.
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124.1 want to say, with the Apostle Paul, that | have

learned to be contented..
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125.but do you know what those words of Paul tell
us about Paul?
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126.They tell us that the Apostle Paul was not a
contented fellow by nature.
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127.He had to learn to be contented;
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128.and, through the pain and the crushing
experiences in his life,
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129.he began to learn that contentment is delightfy
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130.and that contentment delights itself in trusting
God.
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131.Listen to what Paul says in Philippians 3:7 ang
8.
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132.He said, “So many things | thought were
important to me,
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133.but now | have learnt.
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134.Now that | have my eyes fixed on the prize,
they have become rubbish.”

HOTE R I - #HEE MY 7

135.There’s nothing wrong with success in life;
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136.but, if success is your only aim in life, you will
not be contented.
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137.There is one final thing, my listening friend, |
want to tell you about covetousness.
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138.1t is easy to experience contentment when
things are going well in your life;
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139.but to experience contentment when times are
tough and the wind is blowing in your face,
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140.that is a whole different experience;
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141.but, today, you can begin to move from
covetousness to contentment.
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142.As | conclude, let me recommend that you read
Psalm 73.
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143.Psalm 73 has been an enormous comfort to me
through the years.
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144 Like the psalmist, | have cried out to God with
the age-old question,
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“Why do the wicked seem to prosper while
the righteous suffer?”
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146.That is the question the psalmist asked God.
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147.He said, “God, if the wicked seem to be healthy
and wealthy and free from pain, that means that
| have wasted my godliness...”
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148.and, then, he begins to see things from God’s
perspective,
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149.not with his own eyes, but from God’s
perspective;
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150.and, when he sees the eternal torment of the
wicked,
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151.when he sees the eternal horror that the very
people he was coveting are going through,
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152.he repents on his face before God;
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153.and he says, “Lord, | was like a donkey in the
state of covetousness...”
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154.and, my friend, | want to tell you that, when
you move from covetousness to contentment,
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155.when you move from worldly thinking to godly
thinking,
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156.God will bless you in double portion
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157.because contentment is delightful and it
delights itself in God.
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158.1t is our prayer that God would use this series
of messages to bless your life;
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159.Until next time, | wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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