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SECRETS OF POSITIVE LIVING - 5

Hello, listening friend, and thank you again for
tuning in to this broadcast.
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In this series of messages, | am sharing fifteer
secrets of positive living from 2 Corinthians.
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And | sincerely hope that they have been a
blessing to you.
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Let me review them quickly with you.
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Number one
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is the practice of the inflow/outflow equation of
God’s blessings on our lives.
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Number two
AR

is the claiming of the priceless deposit of
Christ’s sacrifice for us.
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Number three
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is the giving and receiving of forgiveness.
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Number four,
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the overcoming of timidity.
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Today, | want to share with you the fifth secret]
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There is a popular legend in the United States
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It's about a natural spring that is supposed to
restore the youth of whoever drinks of that
water.
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The spring is called The Fountain of Youth.
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This is a longstanding myth about the Spanish
explorer, Juan Ponce de Leon.
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He supposedly was searching for the fountain
of youth in 1513.
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And he ended up in the state of Florida in the
United States.
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But this myth did not begin with Ponce de Leon.
HXMME U A 2 B Ponce de Leoii
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It is much, much older than that.
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Alexander the Great and his servants
supposedly crossed the land of darkness to find
restoring springs.
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Today, many advertisers of beauty products
promise that you can have a fountain of youth.
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But the Bible speaks about the real fountain of
youth:
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a fountain that has living water.
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In John chapter 4, Jesus had an encounter with
the Samaritan woman.
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He said to her in verses 13 and 14,
TE 13> 1475 AR B » HPMRXSath i

“Everyone who drinks this water will thirst
again, but whoever drinks the water | give him
will never thirst. Indeed, the water | give him
become in him a spring of water welling up to
eternal life.”
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And this is precisely the fifth secret of positive
living—
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discovering and using the real fountain of youth.
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What | have been emphasizing in this series of
messages is the distinction between positive
living and positive thinking.
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We have seen how positive thinking is

temporary at best, and is dependent on external
circumstances;
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while positive living is permanent, and springs
from inside of you.
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Positive living is an inner power that does not
deny the challenges of life.
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It makes you victorious over them so that you
rise above them.
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| want you to turn with me, please, in your
Bible, to 2 Corinthians chapter 4.
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Look at verse 7.
HERLT -
“But we have this treasure in jars of clay to

show that this all-surpassing power is from God
and not from us.”
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Verse 16 says,
167575
“Therefore, we do not lose heart. Though

outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly,
we are being renewed day by day.”
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My listening friend, | want to tell you two

things that you will find in 2 Corinthians
chapter 4 about the real fountain of youth.
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The first is how to get it.
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And the second is how to appropriate it and
revel in its power.
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How do you get the real spiritual fountain of

youth?
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Jesus said in John chapter 4 that He is the One
who gives it to you.
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Without Jesus giving it to you, it is impossible
for you to receive it.
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And Jesus will give it to you whenever you ask
for it.
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How do you get it?

TRERGEE 2

According to 2 Corinthians chapter 3 verse 18

through 4 verse 6, you receive it by gazing at
the face of Jesus.
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Look at chapter three verse 18.
HEH 18 -

“And we, who with unveiling faces all reflect
the Lord’s glory, and being transformed into

His likeness with ever increasing glory, which
comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”
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Jesus and Jesus alone is the full manifestatior
of God.
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And only when you look at the face of Jesus
will you get all of God.
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Verse 18 again said,

18715 3 »

when you look at the face of Jesus, He
transforms you.
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Your dead spirit becomes revived and
transformed by His Spirit.
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Your life goes from despondency and
resignation to rejuvenation and optimism.

{RARSE ST NAE - R - A =0
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Your life will be transformed from deadly fate
to continuous faith.
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But not only that, but in chapter 4 verse 1, Pal
said
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that the real fountain of youth will strengthen
you.

HXNE R RWGIRAES] ©

“Therefore, since we have this ministry, we d
not lose heart.”

fitiid © “HATREASICTSZ T IXE ) - BEA
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The real fountain of youth will keep on giving
you strength.

HEXNEREZR » 2 AW B4R -
Not only that, but in chapter 4 verse 2, Paul
said

AN » PRETER VYT S 2775 I H I
that the real fountain of youth will give you
purity;

HENEE Z R EHEIREETE

purity of motive,

REELARRIBIML -

purity of speech,
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purity of intention,

IR EE

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

17.

78.

79.

80.

81.

purity of heart.
LRI LA -

But not only that,
XYL -

in chapter 4 verse 3 and 4, Paul said
RETEMIESE 356 4 TR -

that when you gaze at the face of Jesus and He
gives you the fountain of youth, you become a
privileged person.
YOREALECER R - G SIrE & 2R - IR
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Now my listening friend, | want you to listen
very carefully.
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Not everyone who claims to be a religious
person has the spiritual fountain of youth.

HIRE ZBUEMIA - HIEMEHERER
NHEHZIR
Just because someone is a member of a

religious community, it does not mean that he
or she has the fountain of youth.

BV (R T A s A - A SE TRt
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Why do | say this?
BT 20X LTI 2
Because not everyone is willing to obey the

conditions for the gift of the real fountain of
youth.

W EGEER 2 REA N HFEALZ
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Some want to do it their way.
HENENRMEE CHERLT
Others want to modify God’s way.
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And the problem is that Satan deludes some
people into thinking that they can have the
spiritual fountain of youth without accepting
the conditions that go with the gift.
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Verse 4 says,

% 450

“The god of this age,” (meaning Satan) “has
blinded them.”

fil i X S - R feRUE - TR T O
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Satan has created a system that panders to
people’s whims and desires.

BB T —FIL - SllE AT SRR
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And he tries to convince them that they can

have God’s gift of the fountain of youth and
live their way.
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But in chapter 4 verse 6, Paul said that only
Jesus can give it to you.
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Your efforts and hard work will not get it for
you.

TREEA 55 S5 7 0I5 -

Your good deeds and giving to charity won'’t
get it for you.

IREVETRIBEA TIEH -
Only the God who said, “Let there be light,”

and there was light—only He can give it to you.
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So today, you can ask Him for it if you don’t
have it.

SRMPFEERARXEHE LR » FHTK
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Accept the conditions of humbling yourself
before Him.

RN > IRAL e L ofe B P RiT -

It is a gift, and He is willing to give it to you.
HURBERGXALIGR -

You get the spiritual fountain of youth by
gazing at the face of Jesus.

IR A BN ERERER I - WAl DR 2R RIS
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And that will empower positive living.
HAEIR A RES S FRAY N -

Secondly, Paul tells us about its power.

# 7  REEHIFEA] - FFZIRAVAEE

The question is, how do we appropriate that
power?

BATVEREA BEE BhIXBESIE 2

Look at verse 7.

HESR T

96. “But we have this treasure in jars of clay to
show that this all-surpassing power is from God
and not from us.”

“BATE X E WUBAE Flas B » 2 EBIXE R
HBES T ARHTHAT 7

97. There is a saying that goes something like this:
BTG -

98. “You cannot judge a book by its cover.”

KK AL ©

99. It means that sometimes what we see on the
outside does not reflect what is on the inside.

R THR BA—F
100.We judge people by their appearances.
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101.But God tells us not to judge by appearances.
{ELRRRL FRATTAS B2 AN

102.The outside of the container will not tell us
what's inside of it.

— PRI - FEAREE IR EAT - B
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103.The Apostle Paul was under ferocious attack by
his enemies, whom he calls ‘false apostles.’

(e PR I (E 52 BIE A XUR A B - (R
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104.Those false apostles were attacking him
relentlessly.

REEMREEGEXT fth TN - FREEHb B -

105.When they could not undermine the inner
fountain of youth that God gave Paul,

il T B 4 R E NEN B & 2 R TFTC
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106.they resorted to attacking Paul for his personal
appearances.

TRBUGE RPN

107.They said, “He is unimpressive.”

fisfi 15t » SPA o

“He is unattractive and does not speak well.”
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109.But when you have the real fountain of youth
within you,
oam MR LRI A EENEREZR

110.this criticism will be like water falling on a
duck’s back.
XRAHEPE - BLEOKE IS (LAY -

111.Itjust rolls away.
ST o LRI -

108.



112.Because Paul had learned to revel in the powsg
of the fountain of youth, he had the power of
positive living.
W REPEEHE T » MTsHER R
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113.Paul did not argue with his critics.
PRI A BRI LR E AR

114.Instead, Paul agreed with them.
AR » PRE R TR -

115.He said to them, “Forget about the container
fxf i 1 BIEE R (T A5 4

116.and look at the priceless treasure that is insidg
the container.”
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117.Those shallow people, to whom appearances
were everything,

PR N RSN
118.they did not have the most important thing,
WAL T REZER

119.which is the power of the real fountain of youtl
e H & L RINEE

120.Where did Paul get his concept of the clay jarg~
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121.In the ancient days, people put their most
valuable treasures in clay pots and hid them.

HRANEVA R E SR PG - WORAE FLds
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122.These clay pots were cheap, breakable, and
replaceable.
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123.But they used them to store very valuable
things.
EA T E R E A 1 B AR P -
124.1n fact, the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered
stored in a clay pot in a cave near Qumran.
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125.But clay pots also were used to ignoble,
everyday use, such as human waste.

AR LS » S FR IR HE A
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126.The same pots were used for valuable things
and distasteful things.

[RIRERY BLAs » A DUBCE AP » ] DU
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127.The clay pot had no intrinsic value.

LA ATt A 0ME
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128.The only worth came from what was on the
inside of them.

CHMME R E T8 BRI 2T 4

129.Paul is saying that his value and our value is
not in the clay pot,

T - A EREAT TR E A ZE s
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130.but what is inside that clay pot.
M TE T FLas HLIFEHY ©

131.Paul was saying to his critics,
PRI X ARLERE PR AT -
132. “My value is not in my outward appearance,

HHMMHEATE T HAIINE -

133.but it is in the One who owns me.”

TMAE T He P BRI —1L

134.And my listening friend, when you have the
real fountain of youth on the inside of you,

Hor WA - SIRI0E T INEESENE &
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135.you have an incredible value.

IREEE R IR E -

136.By using frail, weak, and inadequate people,
God is making it clear that the power is not in
the clay pot,

HEHEGITC S » =R - TE AR
T e A B A AT RE
137.but in what the clay pot contains.
RES) T2k H FLas Y = UL -
138.The power is not in who | am,
RENAETHZ I
139.but in whose | am.
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140.The power is not in what | can and cannot do,
RESIAE T HRBEML » BiF A REMHY -

141.but in the One who can do all things through
me.
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142.No wonder people are confused and defensive
all the time.

MR RBREE > I BIR A0 -
143.Do you know why?
TRFNE ™ 1 205 2

144 Because they have convinced themselves that
the power is in the clay pot

At TS - BEJIRE FLaRAA S



145.and not in the treasure that’s inside the clay pq
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146.No wonder people are negative and harsh on
themselves and others.

MERR ANV 2T 5T E O > AT T
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147.They have focused on the frame of the fountai
of youth,

AT PR RS % 2 SRA AN

148.not on the real Living Water that’s in the
fountain.

AN B L KPR AT K

149.Paul allowed that fountain inside of him to
empower him to positive living in the midst of
tough times.
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150.And Paul knew some very tough times.
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151.And Paul knew that no one can stand the
onslaught of such continuous pressure withouli
knowing how to appropriate the power of the
real fountain of youth.
REMER - MRAEBEIELEETEZR
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152.My listening friend, listen to this, because I'm
about to conclude.

SRR » THIRGEHR T > 1G0T
153.Some of you may be saying,
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154. “I have always been a religious person.”
“H— SRR A A
155. “I believe in God.”
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“But | don’t think | have received the gift of
the real fountain of youth.”
HEMNREERAHELENETREZLR °
157.My listening friend, you can do that today.
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158.0r some of you may be saying,
A R A -

“I know that | have received that real fountair
of living water,

“HAERGE T EENEREZR
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160.but I have never known how to appropriate its
power.”
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“l have let criticism from many years ago still
hurt me today,
LRI A BRIHLTE - B5AARIHEE
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162.and my life is ineffective because of that.”
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163.Today, you can confidently say with the
Apostle Paul,

161.
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164. “Itis not the clay pot.”
“PLEER AT 4
165. “ltis not the container.”
BanAANE T 4
166. “But it is the power of that which is inside of

me that matters.”
HER )R o R EEVEE

167.And please tune in next time as we continue to
learn the secrets of positive living.
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e AR TR R TR o
168.Until next time, | wish you God’s richest
blessing.
2 e
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