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Hello, listening friends, and welcome once
again to this broadcast.
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In this series of messages, | am sharing fifteer
secrets of positive living from 2 Corinthians.
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But | want to begin by pointing out to a natural
phenomena that is happening around the worl
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and that is the preoccupation with health and
wealth.
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If you watch television commercials and
advertising, you notice this phenomenon.
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We spend enormous amounts of money trying
to improve our lives.

BATA G KRB RIE & HA TSR
%J\’

And we spend even more money to prolong ol
lives.
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Now, my listening friend, don’t misunderstand
me.
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| am not telling you that there is something
wrong with wanting to be healthy or prosperoy
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But I'm here to tell you that if you think that
finding health, wealth, and prosperity in this
life is all that has meaning to you, then you wil
experience a huge shock.
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If the vast majority of your efforts and your
time and your money are focused on health,
wealth, and prosperity in this life alone,
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then you are missing out on the very purpose of
life.
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The very reason why the Son of God left
heaven, died on a cross, buried in a borrowed
tomb and rose again on the third day,
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is so that He may offer everyone who would

repent and surrender to Him, the life of real
health and real wealth and real prosperity.
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My listening friend, please listen carefully.
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It is only when you have taken hold of that real
life of health, wealth, and prosperity, will you

be able to experience the life of positive living
here and now.

MEA SRR 7 A E SRR ~ T A
FR » ARA WREES R — DRI AR
And once you understand this, you have to
remind yourself daily.
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And as you remind yourself of what is waiting
you, you will live a life of positive living
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like the one that kept the Apostle Paul free from
fear in the middle of flogging.
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It freed him from anxiety in the middle of
attacks;
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free from being intimidated in the face of death
threats.
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In 2 Corinthians chapter 5, Paul said that this i
the very purpose for living.
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The question that you must ask yourself is
this—
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where will you spend your forever?

TR ELHY U i R R 2

Will you spend it experiencing the life of true
health, wealth, and prosperity, or will you
spend it in judgment?
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My listening friend, | want to tell you that there
Is a real heaven and a real hell.
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Because the Son of God, who created the wo
said that there is a real heaven and a real hell
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And that is why He came from heaven,
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so that whomsoever will believe in Him
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will go to heaven with Him.
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In 2 Corinthians chapter 5 verse 1-10,
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Paul tells us about heaven,
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where the real life of true health, wealth, and
prosperity is found
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In Philippians chapter 1 verse 23, Paul basically
tells us that he cannot wait to experience that
real life of true health, wealth, and prosperity.
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And that anticipation kept him above
everything that this life could throw at him.
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As far as the believer in Jesus Christ is
concerned, death does not scare us.
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It is our release from the slums to the mansions.
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It is our transportation from disease to health.
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It is our ticket from prison to freedom.
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Let me tell you a few things about the real life
of health, wealth, and prosperity.
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The first thing Paul tells us, it is moving from
the slums to the mansion.
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And you find that in 2 Corinthians chapter 5
verses 1-4.
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Paul contrasts our current bodies with future
glorified bodies.
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He said if this one is a tent, then the future one
iS @ mansion in comparison.
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Do you know what happens to a tent when it is
out in the elements just for few years?
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What begins to happen is that the pegs get loose
and the ropes sag.
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The material begins to tear, and every time it
rains, the tent leaks water.
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It gets broken and tired.
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It gets angry and frustrated.
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It gets diseased and sick.
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But one day, I'm going to be evicted from this
tent.
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My soul will enter into a body that is solid and
secure.
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Now let me tell you what Paul is saying about
this new body.
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Sin will not buffet it.
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Disease will not shake it.
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Fear cannot get anywhere neatr it.
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Limitations will not be part of it.
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Sorrow will have no place in it.
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It is a glorified body like that body of Jesus
after the resurrection.
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So death, for the believer, is an eviction from
the slums to the mansion.
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Secondly, it's like moving from a long distance

relationship with the Lord to having a face to
face relationship with Him.
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We see this in verses 5-8.
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Verse 5 says,
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“Now it is God who has made us for this very
purpose
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and has given us the Spirit as a deposit
guaranteeing what is to come.”
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When believers get their new glorified body, it
will be the fulfillment of God’s purpose for
them.
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God'’s ultimate and complete purpose for the

believer can only be fully fulfilled when we
cross to the other side.
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When we get out of this body and into our
glorified body,
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God’s purpose for all of you who have put your
whole faith in His Son, Jesus Christ, is the
ability to fellowship with Him face to face.
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Here and now in this life, the Holy Spirit
confirms to us that we are God’s possession.
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But in heaven, we will see it fulfilled.
BEERS » BAEEIRE L5 SEE) o

Here and now in this life, the Holy Spirit gives
us glimpses of what it’s like to fellowship with
God.
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But in heaven, we will experience it firsthand.
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And that, my friend, is the very secret for
positive living.
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That’'s what verse 6 tells us.
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That is why we are always of good courage.
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What does that mean?
XEtoEE?

That means that you can look your physical
problems in the eye and say, “You cannot
discourage me.”
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And that is why you can look your financial

problems in the eye and say, “You cannot
discourage me.”
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And that is why you can look at anything that

troubles you and say, “You cannot trouble me
because | am on my way home to heaven.”
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Some of you may be asking, “How then shoulg
the believer live in this life
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in the light of all these glorious things that are
waiting us?”
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Look with me at verses 9 and 10 of chapter 5
2 Corinthians.
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You notice the word ‘ambition’ here, which is
neutral.
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There is good ambition and there is bad
ambition.
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There are selfish ambitions and selfless
ambitions.
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87. If you place the word ‘ambition’ next to the

words ‘pleasing God,’
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then ambition becomes desirable,
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holy,
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sanctified,
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and magnificent.
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The question is not whether ambition is right or
wrong;
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the question is, what motivates your ambition?
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A person who wants to be the leader of his or
her company must ask the question—why?
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The person who wants to make money must ask
the question—why?
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The person who wants to be an excellent
student must ask why.
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Is it to please God or self?
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Is it to glorify God or self?
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Is it to honor God or self?
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100.Verse 10 gives us the reason.
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“For we must all appear before the judgment

seat of Christ.”
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102.What is that judgment seat of Christ?
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103.Is it the judgment of God upon the believers?
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104.Will the believer stand before the Judge to fing
out if they are guilty or innocent?
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105.Will believers be standing in trepidation to find
out if they are going to heaven or hell?
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106.No, and a million times, no.
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107.The Bible said that the moment you accept thg
payment of Jesus Christ on the cross to be for
you,
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108.you escaped from judgment forevermore.
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109.So what is this judgment seat of Christ we find
in 2 Corinthians chapter 5 verse 10?
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110.The original word ‘bema’ here, means ‘a high

set of stairs on the top of which there is a
bench.’
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111.Every believer in Jesus Christ, when they get {

heaven, they will walk up this set of stairs into
heaven.
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112.For what purpose?
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113.To receive their rewards.
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114.These rewards are dependent on how much of

your life’s purpose was to please the Lord.
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115.This is not God announcing to all the other
believers in heaven the sins of your life.
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116.No.
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117.When the Bible said that we have escaped from
judgment, it means just that.
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118.So0 appearing before this bema—or this

judgment seat of Christ—is to get the reward
that you will receive.
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119.And your reward is going to be based on your
motives as much as your actions.
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120.And so, my listening friend, | want you to
remember this as we leave you today.
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121.Is there going to be rewards for you in heaven
when you stand before Christ?
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122.1f you are in doubt, then start living this liferfo
the life to come.
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123.Sometimes, some Christians are accused of

being so heavenly minded that they are of no
earthly good.
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124.The great thinker, C. S. Lewis, once said,
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125. “Only those who are heavenly minded are of
any earthly good.”
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126.1t is my prayer that your focus will be on the
real life to come.
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127.Until next time, | wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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