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Born In the Purple  ���� - 8 � 26 � 
 

 

Hello and Welcome to English World. 

 ��������	
 

We are your radio friends Mark & Wen-Jie. 

 ��
����������
 

In our recent lessons, we’re into different colors. 

 ���������� !"#�$%
 

Blue, Green, Red… 

 &%�'%�(%))
 I wonder what color is for today. *+,-�./$%01 

I am thinking of purple. 

 Purple? ��2��3%�456�789:
This is a surprise. 

Purple is an unusual color. 

 3%��4;<�$%
 

We don’t usually see purple in the nature. 

 =>?@A�"�BC�3%�
 

But some flowers do have purple in them. 

 D�EFGHE3%
 I know. Like Orchids IJG… 

Right. Orchids are a light shade of purple. 

 JG�K3%�
 

In California you find Purple needle grass. 

 =LM��-C�NO3%PQR
 

And back in 2003, a purple frog was discovered in India. 

 Really? �S 03T=UV�EWXYZE3%[\0] 

 

 

Vocabulary 123 ���� 

 

Purple, p-u-r-p-l-e, purple 

  Purple3% 

We say, a purple flower (a purple flower 3%�G) 

Dressed in purple (dressed in purple ^3%�_`) 

Purple sunset (purple sunset 3%�ab) 

Purple Heart (Purple Heart cWd�ef - 3ghi) 

 

 

Wen-Jie, What comes to your mind when you think of purple? 

 2�3%��-2�./01 I think of the Forbidden City in Beijing. 

The Forbidden City? 

jk��2�lm�no3pq In Chinese, it literally means “purple forbidden city”. 

 Really?  Does that mean the Chinese Emperor himself wore purple? 

�rAstu^3v01 No. As a matter of fact, the Emperor wore yellow. 

Why? 

Well, yellow was considered in China to be the imperial color. wxtu�yvLz�j

{1 

That’s interesting. Which reminds me, purple is always associated with fine materials and fabric. 

 3%�|-}W~2�������8
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So, Do you know how people found purple? 

 �����3%����YZ��1 

Let me tell you. 

 

 

The Origin of Purple ����	 

 

The most precious of ancient dyes is the purple dye. 

  ��������8��3%�8
 

It’s made from a shellfish found in the Mediterranean Sea.  

  3%��8����NO�A�����d�
 

A few thousand mollusk were required to make only one gram of the dye. 

  ��E����O�������5N��3%�8
 

That original color of purple is called: Tyrian purple or imperial purple. 

  ���� �3$%�¡¢�£3��NO¤3%
 

 

 

Wen-Jie, the so-called Tyrian purple is quite rare. 

 �£3��¥B¦§�
 

That’s why it was highly valued and quite expensive. 

   ¨©ª�¥B«��¨¥B¬�
 

In the ancient times, it was many times more expensive than gold. 

 =���­®¯y°X����±
 

Only Kings and Emperors wore imperial purple. 

 ²Es³
u³�^d�
 

Later on, only the very wealthy could afford it. 

 �k´µ�¨²E¥B¶E�W��·d�
 

That explains why purple became a symbol of royalty and riches. 

 �¨¸¹k�º»3%¼k³½
¶��¾¿
 

We do have an idiom: “born in the purple”. 

 ÀÁWEÂ�S�”born in the purple”. 

It means someone who is born in royalty. 

7Ã��5zt½Ä�ÅÆ
 

Not many are “born in the purple”. 

 ��4ÇÈ�W
 

Since we are talking about purple, Coming up next, I am going to tell you a story. 

 ��3%�ÉÊµ���ËÌ�N�ÍÎnÏ
 

There was a woman named Lydia. 

 ENÐÑÒ��¡ÓÔÕ
 

She was a dealer who sold purple cloth. 

 �ÐÑÒ�Ï·Ö�×ØÖ3%�
 So, she did business with rich  people. Ù
E

ÚWÛÜ7
 

It’s possible that she was well-to-do. 

 4��Ù�ÅÝ¨"Þ well-to-do �¶ßàá
 

The Bible tells about her. 

 âãjÙEFäå
 

In Acts chapter 16 verses 13-15. 

 ä=æçèé 16i 13� 15ê
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The author Luke was one of Paul’s companions on the mission trip. 

 ë�ìí�îL��ïðé�îñ�òó9N
 

They traveled to the city of Phillippi. 

 ô�NèWõö÷ø¯q
 

This is how Luke records: 

 îLÛù�/úûü 

“On the Sabbath, 

 On the Sabbath ý�þ�W����
 

we left the city and went down along the river 

 ��5qØ��k��
 

where we had heard there was to be a prayer meeting. 

 �S=��EN��-�Ë��Á
 

We took our place with the women who had gathered there and talked with them. 

 ��ý	Ê�
=�
�-�ÑÒ����
 

 One woman, Lydia, was from Thyatira and a dealer in expensive textiles. 

 EN�ÑW��¡ÓÔÕ��
�
�q�W�Ù�Ö3%����W
 

 dealer �ã��W

�
�q=ÕÀÕ�À�����3%�8��
 

She was known to be a God-fearing woman. 

 �W����Ù�µ���
 God-fearing woman ����ÑÒ
 

 be known �ºW��
 

As she listened with intensity to what was being said, 

 �Ù g�ïð�é���
 

The Lord gave her a trusting heart - and she believed! 

 �!"Ù�#kÙN$%&�g'Ùý(%k
 

After she was baptized, along with everyone in her household, 

 Ù
Ù�)ÅW*k+9´
 

she said in a surge of hospitality, 

 hospitality �,-W��.�7Ã
Ù/0�.�17j��S� 

 “If you’re confident that I’m in this with you and believe in the Lord truly, 

 ��2�º��Í%��� 

come home with me and be my guests.” 

 3��Å�µ4�Û��.W
 

We hesitated, but she wouldn’t take no for an answer.” 

 ��þ5�"�6"6�/Û�D�Ù7 ��
�� wouldn’t take no for an answer 

7Ã�"}W89
 

Now, Let me read this passage from beginning to the end. 

 ��:;º<=5æçèé��>ã�
 

 

“On the Sabbath, we left the city and went down along th river where we had heard there was to be 

a prayer meeting. We took our place with the women who had gathered there and talked with them.  

One woman, Lydia, was from Thyatira and a dealer in expensive textiles. She was known to be a 

God-fearing woman.  As she listened with intensity to what was being said, the Lord gave her a 

trusting heart - and she believed! 

After she was baptized, along with everyone in her household, she said in a surge of hospitality, “If 

you’re confident that I’m in this with you and believe in the Lord truly, come home with me and be 

my guests.”  We hesitated, but she wouldn’t take no for an answer.” 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Wen-Jie, isn’t this amazing? 

 Yes, it is. ��4?@
 

Lydia was not content with just having wealth. 

 ÓÔÕA@¶E�B"��º0C
 

She feared God and wanted to know God more. 

 Ù����2�!DE�
 

And when she heard the Gospel, 

 F�Ù��k Gospel GH
 

She received it with joy. 

 Ù�IJ*
 

Became a believer in Jesus. 

 ¼ºKL�%ç
 

She and her household were saved. 

 Ù
Ù�)ÅW�dM
 

And she gladly served God’s servants with love. 

 FÙ¨N7�Ogµ,-PQ��RW
 

A wonderful example for us. 

 ���SdTU�N�V�
 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

Well, that’s it for today. 

 *+ý=ªËN>Wk
 

You might not have been “born in the purple”. 

 ����X "�5?¶�ÄY9Å
 

But when you receive Jesus as Savior in your heart, 

 D���g�É*kM�KL� 

You become God’s child. 

 �ý¼º��
Ò
 

You are “re-born” in the purple. 

 �dkZÜ�Ü=ÄY���Å�
 

We would like to share more with you about faith. 

 ��4N7[�!\]%^
 

And help you with learning English. 

 ¨_`�TU��
 

Write to us. Send e-mail to Wen-Jie or me Mark. 

 ë%�ëabµ#���X#��
 

We will write back. 

 ��¨-c%#��
 

Until next time, I am your radio friend Mark. 

 And I’m your friend Guo Wen-Jie. 

Take care.  Zai-Jian. 

 ´-Ed
 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

Wen-Jie, It’s hard to believe that Purple Dye was that expensive. 

 I know.  More expensive than gold. 

Nowadays purple clothing and fabric are everywhere. 

 Yeah. And you don’t need to be rich to wear purple. 


