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WHAT DOES JESUS THINK? - Part 4 

 

 

SECTION A 

�� 

 

1. Hello, listening friends. 

��������	 

2. We are delighted that you have tuned in to this 

broadcast. 


���
�������� 

3. This is the third in a series of messages entitled, 

“What Does Jesus Think?” 

��“�������”��� �!"#� 

4. and, today, we will look at the church of 

Pergamum. 

$%���&'(()*+,-	 

5. I am told that cancer disease can be working 

inside the person’s body for many years before 

it is discovered. 

./01��23�45678�9:�/
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6. On the outside, the person may think that he or 

she is healthy; 

ABCD(��E/9
FGHIJ
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7. but, on the inside, the cancer is growing; 

N�;<�23O�=PM 

8. and, then, it is discovered and it can be too late. 

QR456�ST�9
UVWXY	 

9. The believers in Pergamum were in a similar 

situation. 

)*+,-�Z��[\]^_`a	 

10. The believers in Pergamum were neglecting 

their spiritual life. 

)*+,-��Z�bcYd��ef=

g	 

11. The believers in Pergamum appeared to be 

biblically healthy on the outside; 

ABCD(�)*+,-��Z��efD

ah
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12. but, as a community, they were tolerating 

wrong lifestyles. 

NiHjEk;�d�lmno�=pq

r	 

13. They were tolerating a lifestyle that was a slow, 

but deadly, spiritual cancer; 

d�lmno�=pqr��jstu�v

O�wg�ef23M 

14. so, the great and wise and all-knowing 

Physician warns them about their lifestyle. 

x_�yz{|�}~�����=�d�

�=pqr��Y�0	 

15. Jesus says that, if you continue on the road to 

compromise, eventually you will face serious 

consequences. 

����������������D�

�������-�������	 

16. If you continue to turn a blind eye to the 

growing cancer, 

��������=P�23����� 

17. eventually, you will have to face the doctor’s 

knife; 

������������=�� ¡M 

18. and that is why the resurrected Christ appeals to 

them to change their lifestyle now while they 

can; 

x_�¢p�£¤¥¦d�§6�F'�

¨�©ª«¬d��=pqrM 

19. and, if they do repent, then, the reward will be 

greater than they ever could have imagined. 

��d�
­®«�y¯°±²²³´d�

��µ	 

20. This is a warning for each individual believer, 

and it is a warning for each church. 

�¶��·jE�Z�·jE,-��0	 

21. Now listen to the words of the risen Christ to 

the church in Pergamum. 

6���j¸'��¢p�£¤�)*+,
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22. It is in Revelation, Chapter 2, verses 12 to 17. 

»¼½! 2¾ 12¿ 17�	 

23. This message to the believers in Pergamum has 

three important elements. 

��ÀÁ)*+,-�Z�� Â�ÃÄY

"E�&�ÅÆ	 

24. First, we see Christ’s diagnosis of their 

situation. 

!j���(¿£¤�d��ÇÈ	 

25. Secondly, Christ expresses disappointment with 

His servants; 

!É�£¤CÊY�ËÌ/�ÍÎM 

26. and, third, Christ makes a decision concerning 

His saints. 

!"�£¤�Ë�ÏZÐYjEÑÒ	 

27. First, Christ’s diagnosis of their situation. 

ÓÔ�£¤�d��ÇÈ	 

28. Pergamum was a city built on a hill towering 

1,000 feet above the plain. 

)*+�EÕÖ�×�jE��ØÙ 1000

ÚÛ�ÜD	 

29. It contained the second largest library in the 

world, second only to the library of Alexandria. 

R.ÝÞßD!É|�àáâ�ãäåæç

è�éêÜ|�àáâ	 

30. Pergamum had become the center of emperor 

worship. 

)*+UëHìíîï�Âð	 

31. In other cities in Asia Minor, people were 

forced to offer sacrifice to the Emperor once a 

year. 

�ñéòé�ãRÕÖ�óô�4õ·@ö

÷ìøùjç	 

32. In Pergamum, it was once per day; 

��)*+O�·%jçM 

33. so, you can see the daily pressure that the 

believers were living under; 

x_��9:(¿�Z�·%ú=p�ûü

7�M 

34. and that is why the risen Lord Jesus Christ said, 

“I know where you live.” 

�¶]�H��¢pýþ��£¤��“�

�����¹”	 

35. Jesus is saying, “I know your circumstances. 

�������“�������� 

36. I know your constant temptation. 

�������È���� 

37. I know you live where Satan lives.” 

����	�
N¹	�ýq	” 

38. Why did Jesus say that? 

H����y���� 

39. Because Pergamum was not only the center of 

Emperor worship; but, also, it was the center 

for the worship of the god, Asclepius. 

xH)*+�ææ�ìíîï�Âð��


¶�îï���������Âð	 

40. This god was called ‘the god of healing.’ 

��jE4�H“��7�”��f	 

41. Asclepius was depicted as a snake. 

���������µ��j��	 

42. In the temple of Asclepius, non-poisonous 

snakes roamed freely on the floor. 

���������Â������ýDI

�ý��	 

43. People traveled many miles to the temple in 

search of healing. 

/��� �!Ú"���'¿�"#$�

�	 

44. They would lie on the floor of that temple, 

hoping to be touched by one of these snakes. 

d�%���ý&D�'ÎãÂ�j��


­()¿d��*;	 

45. They believed that the god, Asclepius, would 

heal them through the snake’s touch; 

d�`���������-+´��,(

'��d�M 

46. and that is why Jesus called this city “Satan’s 

throne;” 

x_�����-ÕÖH“
N�-z”M 

47. yet, in the midst of these difficulties and trying 

situations, the believers continued to hold on to 

biblical truth. 

.����/01�����27Â��Z

�F�34ÏV�56	 

48. They continued to hold tight to the Bible and to 

the name of Christ. 

d���ý778	ÏV�£¤79	 

49. The faithful believers in Pergamum remained 

true to their biblical convictions under some of 

the most difficult circumstances; 

��:1��2;��)*+<ð��Z

��=.34��>�5?M 
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50. and the resurrected Jesus Christ praises them 

for that; 

x�¢p���£¤H_�@Yd�M 

51. but, then, secondly, Jesus expresses 

disappointment with His servants. 

N��!É�£¤CÊY�ËÌ/�ÍÎ	 

52. Why was Jesus disappointed? 

H����-ÍÎ�� 

53. They had made the same mistake that so many 

Christians today are making. 

d�AY$%
?£¤Z��A�no	 

54. They believe all the right things; 

d���>B.��C�M 

55. but they tolerate and rationalize certain sins in 

their life; 

Nd�Olm�DH=pÂ�E/F#GH

IM 

56. yet the Bible says that there is only one way to 

deal with sin, 

9�ÏVD���JFK.jELM� 

57. and that is to confess it and repent of it- 

y]�GFD®«NN 

58. not make an excuse for it, 

�&HF#GHI� 

59. not explain it away; 

�&HFÐOPM 

60. but examining and judging and confessing sin 

must begin with each of us. 

���·jE/QRÔAIJSTUV�W

È�XGF	 

61. Only then can we be in a position to call sin, 

“sin,” in the life of others. 

K.�����Y.Z[\�d/=pÂ�

F	 

62. What was going on in the church in Pergamum? 

)*+,-�[\]�^�� 

63. There was a sin in their midst. 

�d�Â_.jsF	 

64. It did not affect their faith in Christ. 

B.`.ab¿d��£¤��ð� 

65. It did not affect their loyalty to Christ; 

¶`.ab¿d��£¤�<ðM 

66. but the risen Christ said, “I have a few things 

against you.” 

N¢p�£¤F���“.!cd�&ef

�	” 

67. He said, “You are ignoring some in your midst 

who are sinning. 

Ë��“��bcY���Â_y/AF�

/� 

68. You are turning a blind eye to some in your 

midst who are teaching falsehoods. 

���y/���Â_ghij,k�/�

���� 

69. You are tolerant of those in your midst who are 

turning grace into license to sin.” 

��lmy//���Â_�lmnQiA

F�Zo	” 

70. Jesus said this kind of sin of compromise began 

with Balaam in the Book of Numbers, Chapter 

22 to 24. 

�����s���F�Apqr 22¾¿

24¾"rs�tuST�	 

71. This sin was perpetuated in the New Testament 

by Nicholas, in the Book of Acts. 

�sF]�vwÂ�4xZ�g"�yz{

5|}|Y	 

72. Many of you probably have heard of Balaam’s 

ass, who spoke to him; 

~?/9
UV��´�tu�y���9

:�d�ºM 

73. but, probably, some of you don’t remember the 

details, so let me give them to you. 

N��¶~UVr��ò�Y���'01

��	 

74. Balaam was a prophet for hire. 

tu�jE�#���=�Ô�	 

75. Balaam was a prophet who would do anything 

for money; 

tu�jEHY���ú9:Ð�Ô�M 

76. so, when the King of Moab wanted someone to 

curse the people of God, 

x_�Q+�í�G/'����óô7

S� 

77. Balaam offered to curse them for the King of 

Moab for a price; 

tu]�Y+�í���'�d�����

pM 

78. but, every time Balaam opened his mouth 

intending to curse God’s people, he blessed 

them instead; 

9��·jçQtuSI�&�����

p�d��'�ºO��Hd���M 
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79. and, every time that happens, the King of Moab 

offered Balaam more money; 

�·jç���d5=:��+�í]Át

uS������M 

80. and Balaam continued in his blindness until 

even his own donkey spoke to him. 

tu����ý��Ð��¿d����d

�ºY	 

81. The donkey said, “Can’t you see that an angel 

is standing in the way?” 

����“1��(��.jE��x��

��D��” 

82. Balaam failed to curse them; 

tu����óôjd�;Í�YM 

83. but, instead, he sold the King of Moab a 

scheme. 

N��dO�Á+�íjE��	 

84. Balaam told the King, “Send your immoral 

women after the Israelite men and the Israelites 

will fall into sexual immorality very quickly...” 

tu01+�í�“���y/�����

� :¡��¢/�d�
£]-¤¥¦�

7Â” 

85. and the scheme worked; 

�E§��¨YM 

86. but God’s righteous anger had to chastise Israel, 

and 24,000 of them died on the spot. 

�©ª�«¬­®Y:¡�/�d�Q¯°

Y±²³´/	 

87. Balaam was a false prophet in the Old 

Testament, 

tu�µwÂ�jEjÔ�� 

88. and Nicholas became a false prophet in the 

New Testament. 

yz{�vwÂ�jEjÔ�	 

89. What the Lord is saying to us today is this: 

$%�þ���01����� 

90. don’t compromise your conviction for money. 

�&HY�¶������>	 

91. Don’t sell out your conviction for the sake of 

profits. 

�&HY·¸������>	 

92. Don’t use grace as an excuse for sin. 

�&lmnQijEAF�HI	 

93. Jesus hated the teachings of the Nicolaitans; 

��¹ºyz{j»/�,¼M 

94. but the believers in Pergamum were tolerating 

the Nicolaitans; 

N)*+��ZOlmyz{j»/M 

95. and that is why we see, thirdly, Christ’s 

decision concerning the saints. 

x_�!"�£¤�ÏZi�YÑÒ	 

96. The resurrected Jesus Christ said 

¢p���£¤�� 

97. the only way to remedy any sinful behavior is 

to repent of it; 

��½^Fº�H�¾jqM]�®«M 

98. and the gracious, merciful Jesus gives them one 

more opportunity to repent; 

¿.mn�ÀÁ����ÂjçÁYd�®

«�Ã-M 

99. then, Jesus goes on to tell them that they have a 

choice; 

.����]01d�9:ÄÅM 

 

SECTION B 

�� 

 

1. but choices have consequences. 

�´��Æ�ÄÅ-.�Æ�Ç�	 

2. If they chose not to repent, 

��d�ÄÅ�®«� 

3. then the sharp double-edged sword, which is 

the Sword of Judgment, will penetrate deep into 

their life. 

y�±È·É�]�yÊW7É�±-ËË

�Ì¥d�=g"	 

4. Why? 

H���� 

5. Because Jesus will not allow falsehood to 

prevail. 

xH���-Í~ij�,kÎ�	 

6. Jesus will not allow the cancer of compromise 

to grow. 

���-Í~����Ï=P	 

7. The Great Physician has to operate. 

�z|�=���Ð�� 	 

8. My listening friend, please listen very carefully 

to what I am going to tell you. 

������ÑÒò��&#�	 

9. The compromising believer, who refuses to 

judge sin in his life, 

����Z�d�ÓÈÒIJ=pÂ�F� 
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10. will sooner or later have to face the 

consequences of his undisciplined life. 

y��dXÔ&��½��H���	 

11. God’s judgment may take years, because God 

is patient; 

��ÊW¶~&?@Y-�¿�xH��.

Õð�M 

12. but the Great Physician will be forced to use the 

sharp, double-edged sword with His sinful 

children; 

�z|�=�±4õ�ËAF�Ö�x×±

È·ÉM 

13. but, if the believers of Pergamum do repent, 

there are two major rewards- 

9����)*+��Z®«Y�±-.±

|¯°ØØ 

14. the hidden manna and the white stone. 

ÙÚ��Û�ÜÝ	 

15. The hidden manna is a reference to the blessed 

food that poured down from Heaven every day 

in the wilderness. 

ÙÚ��Û\���ÞßÂ·%A%Dàá

�'.��âã	 

16. Now, of course, that manna from Heaven was 

the foreshadowing of the Bread of Life, the 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

Q.�A%D�'��Û�þ��£¤��

C�¶�=g7ã	 

17. In other words, when you know how to repent, 

äåº��Q�æÜçè�®«�ST� 

18. you will receive none other than the Lord Jesus 

Christ as your reward. 

iH¯°��]-�¿þ��£¤����

)�	 

19. The white stone is what every winning athlete 

received when they won a victory. 

ÜÝ�·Eéê�ëìí¹��¯î	 

20. The white stone had the name of the athlete 

written on it. 

ëìí�9ï-4ð�ÜÝD	 

21. Jesus is saying that the winning, non-

compromising believer will receive an even 

greater white stone with his new name on it. 

��01����ê�v�����Z±-

�¿jñ�|��ðÝdv9ï�ÜÝ	 

22. What does that mean? 

�������� 

23. In biblical times, when God has a special call 

on someone’s life, 

�ÏVSò�Q��EE/�=g.ó)¥

ô�ST� 

24. He gave them a new name, which is a spiritual 

name; 

�]Ád�jEv�9ï�¶]�ef�9

ïM 

25. so, Abram became Abraham. 

x_�õö÷u¬ëYéø{ù	 

26. Simon became Peter. 

úû¬ëYü�	 

27. Saul became Paul. 

ýþ¬ëY�þ	 

28. God has a new identity for every repentant 

sinner; 

�Á·jE®«�F/jEv�*�M 

29. and that name is engraved on the heart of the 

Cornerstone, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

�E9ï4��Y��Ý�þ��£¤�ð

D	 

30. My listening friend, let me ask you this. 

����������	 

31. Are you ready to receive your name on a white 

stone? 

��f�,���ÜÝD�9ïY�� 

32. You can today, 

�$%]9:� 

33. when you repent and turn to the Lord. 

K&�®«�D	¿þ�8'	 

34. Until next time, I wish you God’s richest 

blessing. 


�||ý��Á���ç��Â-	 


