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WHAT DOES JESUS THINK? - Part 6 

 

 

SECTION A 

�� 

 

1. Hello, listening friends. 

��������	 

2. Thank you for tuning in. 
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3. I want to begin by telling you that, in many 

cultures in the world, a person’s reputation is 

his most prized possession. 

�������������������
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4. One’s reputation can be more important than 

money, power or prestige. 

 !"�*+,-./01/23456
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5. In some cases, one’s reputation is more 

valuable than life itself. 

89:;<=� !"�*+>?,)@A

�BCDE	 

6. Of course, like everything else, an obsession 

with one’s reputation can lead to hypocrisy. 

FG�(HIJK; L� !"MNOP

QRS�*+�TUVWXYZ[	 

7. It can lead to an unhealthy concern with 

external appearances. 

JV\]^_`abc6de	 

8. It can lead to dual personalities—one in public 

and the other in private; 

JV\]f6"g�8hijk !L[�

8l=�mn !L[o 

9. and this problem shows up repeatedly in the 

pages of the Bible. 

8pqr��stuvw!xyz{a|

}	 

10. In the Gospels, we learn how Jesus condemned 

the Pharisees for their obsession only with their 

own reputation, 

8~�����s������a����

�"��MNORS�*+	 

11. their external appearance and style rather than 

substance; 

)sMNOde�����^��8��

�o 

12. and Jesus rebuked that obsession for a good 

reason, 

����w�MN������ 

13. for, if a person’s reputation becomes his 

obsession, 

����� !"MN8*+�PQ�� 

14. then, that person will do everything possible to 

hide his real identity. 

���w!"V�� � �¡¢RS�£

¤�	 

15. He or she will pretend to be what they are not. 

)¥¦§��!"^�)RS	 

16. Someone said the following: 

�"¨wL©ª 

17. “If you spend too much time polishing your 

reputation, your character will become 

tarnished.” 

“���«¬�­®b¯°��*+�V±

��²g³b´µ	” 

18. Often, we are the last people to know our own 

true reputation; 

¶`��s·��#¸ !��RS£¹*

º»8�"o 

19. and that is why the only reputation that you 

need to be concerned about is your reputation 

with God. 

�¼��½ ¾7¿c�*+�(��8À

���*º�»	 

20. The only reputation that really matters is your 

reputation in Heaven; 

½ £_67����8���*+o 

21. and, when your reputation is right with God, 

F�8À�����*º­� 

22. He is the One who will give you favor with 

people. 

ÁÂ�±�8"ÃrÄÅÆ�� Ç	 
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23. Today’s message to the church of Sardis is a 

total message of rebuke. 


��s7È����ÉÊËÌV�ÍÎ�

wÏÐ� Ñ���ÍÎ	 

24. The resurrected, ascended, reigning Christ 

looked at the believers in the church of Sardis, 

and Christ could not find anything good to 

praise them for. 

{Ò/Ó�/Ô0�ÕÖ×uÊËÌV�Í

Øs�ÙÚ^vÛ�CÜÝÞ�aß	 

25. All He saw was a church that was living on 

their own past reputation, 

Á¥uv�� !Ò8RSàb*+r�Ì

V� 

26. and they were doing nothing for the present. 

}8�)sÛ�táâ	 

27. Listen to the words of Jesus to the church in 

Sardis in Revelation, Chapter 3, verses 1 to 6. 

�s ãä����8åæçè 3é 1v 6

�r�êÊËÌV¥©�ë	 

28. 700 years before this message was sent to 

Sardis by Jesus, Sardis was one of the greatest 

cities of the world. 

8��êÊËìíwÑÍÎ� 700îïð�

ÊË¨����#ñ�òóô 	 

29. The wealth of Sardis was legendary; 

ÊË�õö�÷�ø*�o 

30. but, then, for two centuries, it vanished from 

history under the Persian rule; 

G��8ùú"ûü�ý!�þ�®�J(

�����³�o 

31. but, then, after those two centuries, Sardis 

surrendered again to Alexander the Great, who 

built it as a Greek city; 

8�ý!�þï¸�ÊË"��	
���
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32. then, history repeated itself. 

��·�^�6�	 

33. After the death of Alexander the Great, 

���ññ
�¸� 

34. Sardis was defeated once again; 

ÊË"����o 

35. and, then, finally, it was taken over by the 

Romans. 

#����"���	 

36. Why am I telling you all of this? 

�Û��7Èw:�� 

37. Because Jesus takes what has been 

characteristic of the culture of each city and, 

then, He warns the Christian in that city of the 

pitfall of adopting those cultural mores; 

����· !!òó���"#�G¸$

��!òó�ÕÖØ���)s�Äw:�

%&'�(���V)*+,ro 

38. so, what was it in Sardis? 

���ÊË�;<-L�� 

39. The people of Sardis had the reputation of 

being lazy. 

ÊË"|*�./	 

40. The people of Sardis were known for relying on 

their reputation and wealth; 

ÊË"à0a12)s�*+�&õo 

41. and they failed to protect and defend their city. 

�áU34�56�RS�òó	 

42. The people of Sardis preferred soft living and 

easy going and they became prey to foreign 

invaders; 

ÊË"7Å89:;�@Ò�w±)sX�

dä*<=�>?o 

43. and those cultural characteristics of laziness 

and easy life were adopted by the believers 

there; 

w��@AB���"#�tC}8���

ÍØD�o 

44. so, the resurrected Christ saw that this cultural 

characteristic had crept into the life of the 

believers in Sardis; 

{Ò�ÕÖuv�w���"#EFGvÊ

ËÕÖØ�@Aôro 

45. and Jesus became deeply concerned. 

��HI¿�	 

46. There are three things, here in this message, 

that are spelled out by the Lord Jesus Christ. 

8wÑÍÎr�J��ÕÖÈ�K!6Lª 

47. First, Christ’s rebuke of them for their false 

reputation. 

���ÕÖ��)s�M*NO	 

48. Second, Christ’s cure that will restore their 

faith; 

èP�ÕÖQü)s��UR{)s�Í

So 
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49. and, thirdly, Christ’s acknowledgement of them 

in the final revelation; 

èK�8#¸�åæ�����T�)so 

50. so, here they are: rebuke, cure and 

acknowledgment. 

¥ï�wKL�ª���Qü��T	 

51. First, Christ’s rebuke of them for their false 

reputation. 

���ÕÖ��)s�M*NO	 

52. Jesus has the seven spirits and the seven stars. 

��U�VW�VX	 

53. What does that mean? 

w�Û�YZ�� 

54. The number “seven” indicates completion, or 

perfection. 

[V\w!]��^eÏX_ÏÐ	 

55. Jesus is letting us know that the Holy Spirit has 

a total and complete knowledge of every single 

individual believer; 

���8���s�pWÏÐa�`! !

ÍØ	 

56. and He has authority over every single church 

that belongs to Him; 

! ®aOÁ�ÌV���4U�0bo 

57. and that is why He is exposing the spiritual 

bankruptcy of the believers in Sardis. 

�¼�Á7cdÊË�ÍØsaW�e'�

´f	 

58. Jesus said, “You have the reputation of being 

alive, but you are dead.” 

��©ª[g*��Ò��I¹���	\ 

59. Those believers acquired the reputation for 

being active in society. 

�:ÍØ8hV�Üv�Òi�*º	 

60. Those believers acquired the reputation for 

being involved in their city. 

�:ÍØ�¥8�òóÜv�jklm�*

+	 

61. People were coming from everywhere to study 

their organization; 

"s�naäo&)s�pqrso 

62. but, in reality, Sardis was a spiritual graveyard. 

t��I¹�ÊË� !aW��uj	 

63. My listening friend, outward appearances can 

be very deceptive. 

������dev`w�xyz	 

64. Outward appearances can be very soothing; 

deV±"�{;o 

65. but, remember this, 

t��|}~� 

66. when the world speaks well of you, watch out. 

Fw!������­��7$�	 

67. When the world begins to praise you, watch out. 

Fw!����Þ���­��7$�	 

68. When the world begins to identify with you, 

watch out. 

Fw!�����T��­��7$�	 

69. Your reputation with God, not with the world, 

is all that matters. 

£_67���8À���*+��^�8

w!����*+	 

70. The world looks at the outside; but God, 

through the power of His perfect Holy Spirit, 

looks to the inside. 

w!��c6de��ÀÙ�àÏÐ�p

W�u"���	 

71. You have the reputation of being a spiritual 

giant, but Jesus knows the real you. 

�t���aW�"��+�t����£

¹��	 

72. In fact, that is the one thing Jesus said that 

drove the Pharisees crazy. 

K¹����¥©�w L�_r���"

�7�	 

73. Jesus consistently exposed the hypocrisy of the 

Pharisees; 

��^�acd���"�N�Y�o 

74. and they did not like it any more than this 

generation of Pharisees likes it. 


�w ^����"�F­����"�

(L^7Åw���	 

75. Christ admonished them regarding their false 

reputation. 

ÕÖ�ê)s�N*º�|�$�	 

76. Secondly, Christ’s cure to help them restore 

their faith. 

èP�ÕÖ�Qü��)sR{RS�Í

S	 

77. What is this cure? 

w!Qü�Û�� 

78. Jesus said, “Wake up.” 

��©ª[�7��	\ 
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79. Probably, the best word picture that I can use to 

describe the Christians in Sardis, would be this: 

t����#UC}ÊËÕÖØ����

�����wL�ª 

80. imagine a smoldering fire. 

�� =� !��� �¡¢	 

81. Much of the fire has died down; 

ñ£0�¡Eq¤¥�o 

82. but, there, at the bottom, are some coals that are 

still burning. 

t��(8¦£�§� :¨8©ª	 

83. This is what Jesus is saying to that small 

remnant that still has some spiritual spark left. 

w(���¥©��I«¬£0§�aW¡

«�"	 

84. He is saying, “Wake up and ignite the rest of 

you. 

�����sª[�7���L©IJ�

"� 

85. Wake up and see with your spiritual eyes the 

dismal condition that you are in. 

�7���­aW�®¯u°�¥±�²³

´�	 

86. Wake up and go back to the truth of the Gospel. 

�7���µv~��£¶�ä	 

87. Wake up and repent and weep and be sorrowful 

over the condition of the church.” 

�7���·¸¹�ÌV�´�º»¼

½	\ 

88. I want to tell you about a historical incident. 

��¾�sÈ !��K¿	 

89. In 1904, the Holy Spirit’s fire began in Wales 

and, then, spread to the rest of the world. 

1904î�pWô¡�2ÀÁL©�G¸ÂÃ

v���IJaß	 

90. During that awakening, shops were closed in 

the middle of the day for prayer. 

8�!ñÄ�­��ÅÆV8rÇ��È�

�¿É	 

91. Prayer meetings were jammed to the walls. 

È�V``�ÊÜËÌ^¶	 

92. By December of 1904, newspapers were 

publishing the names of the new believers - 

v 1904î� 12Í�ÎÏÐÑ�ÒÍØ�*

ÓÔÔ 

93. 70,000 in two months. 

8ý!Ír(� 7Õ"	 

94. As a result of this outpouring of the Spirit of 

God, 

��À�WññaÖ×� 

95. people were healed.  

"sÜvQü	 

96. Restitution became commonplace, 

{ØÙ±TÚ� 

97. all because faithful believers began to pray for 

the spark of the Holy Spirit to ignite the church; 

w4���Û��ÍØ�ÜQpW�¡«ä

L©ÌV�'@� �o 

98. but revival will not happen until those who 

claim to love the Lord wake up and recognize 

that our world is in desperate spiritual condition. 

Ýv�:ºÝ�J�"s��¹YÞv��

s���E±8 !aW�ß´­�w{Ø

ÂTUäv	 

99. Christ’s spiritual cure was to wake up. 

ÕÖ8aW��Qü(�±"��	 

 

SECTION B ��
 

 

1. Remember, repent, and receive the power of the 

Holy Spirit afresh; 

}~/·¸¹���ÄaW�U1o 

2. so, first, we saw Christ’s warning regarding 

their false reputation. 

�¼��s��uv�ÕÖêN*º�$

�	 

3. Secondly, Christ’s cure to restore their faith; 

èP�ÕÖ�Qü��)sR{ÍSo 

4. and, now, we come to, thirdly, Christ’s promise 

to acknowledge them in the day of the final 

revelation. 

}8��säuuèKL�ÕÖ��V8#

¸åæ�à[�á�)s	 

5. For those who are faithful to Jesus, 

ê�:Û¹O���"� 

6. Jesus gives them a two-fold promise. 

��âÉ)s !f6���	 

7. First, they will be clothed with white robes. 

���V�)sã�äå	 

8. White robes were symbols of festivities. 

äå��æ��#	 
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9. We know this from the parable of the wedding 

feast, that the wedding guests will have a robe 

handed to them by the groom. 

w L�sTï�çè�,ér�`v�Ò

êV�ëìÉlíçî�äï ¿äå	 

10. White robes are also symbols of victory. 

äåt�ð���#	 

11. In Roman culture, after a major victory is won, 

they wore white robes and they called their 

cities “white cities;” 

8����r�ñÜ j6ñð�ô¸�"

sVò�äå�óRS�òóÝ�[ä

ò\o 

12. and white robes were also symbols of purity. 

äåD�ôõ��#	 

13. For those who keep themselves from being 

soiled by the stains of the sins of this world, 

�:35RS�öÄw!��÷Aøù�

"� 

14. they will receive the white robes of the 

righteousness and purity of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

)s�VÜvJ��ÕÖhO�põ�ä

å	 

15. Also, white robes stand for the resurrection. 

(­�äå^e�{Ò	 

16. Those white robes are not ours. 

�äå^��s�	 

17. We did not and cannot earn them. 

�s^UúRS�û1üÜJ	 

18. Those white robes are given to the faithful by 

Christ as a gift of grace. 

�:äå� ýþ��î?��ÕÖ��É

ÁÛ��"�	 

19. The second part of the promise is this: 

w!���èP£ý���ª 

20. the believers’ names will not be wiped out of 

the Book of Life; 

ÍØ�*�^V�@A�����o 

21. but, rather, they will be acknowledged by Jesus 

before His Father. 

z����V8	À¤ðá�)s	 

22. In the ancient world, 


­�� 

23. kings kept registry in their palaces. 

Z�4ó�
*�3�8RS��r	 

24. In that registry, the names of all citizens were 

written. 

8���
*���}��¥����*

�	 

25. Only two conditions could cause the name of a 

citizen to be removed from the registry: 

 !���*����8ý�;�=�ÂV

�w!*�r��bª 

26. first, if the citizen committed a crime against 

the state; 

è �w!"����RS���÷o 

27. and, second, when that person dies. 

èP�(�w!"��	 

28. In a far, far, far greater way, Jesus has a book in 

Heaven. 

�,w5�YOt567�����8��

t�� ý*�	 

29. In that book, the names of all His faithful 

children are written. 

8�ý*����=�Á¥�Û����*

�	 

30. They are written in the blood of the Lamb; 

�­�����=�o 

31. and the reason they are written in His blood is 

that no one can erase them; 

ô¥ï7­����ä�����wL(á

"Tïó)s��o 

32. and, on that day, I know I’m going to be 

standing there listening to my name; 

8� ������V�8���vRS�

*�o 

33. and, when Jesus calls out my name, 

F�� v��*�� 

34. when Jesus acknowledges me before His Father, 

just as He promised, 

(H������L�Á8	À¤ðá��

�­�� 

35. I’m going to shout, “I am here, Lord Jesus! 

�Vñºaµ�ª[J����8w�! 

36. Thank You for saving me. 



�"#��	 

37. Thank You for keeping me. 



�35��	 

38. Thank You for acknowledging me. 



��T��	 
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39. I have acknowledged You before men. 

�E8i"¤ð�Ä��	 

40. Now, You have kept Your promise and are 

acknowledging me before your Father.” 

}8��Í5á$8	À¤ð�T��	\ 

41. When the roll is called up yonder, 

F8���*Ó�%v�­�� 

42. I’ll be there. 

�V8��	 

43. Will you be there? 

�V8��&� 

44. You can decide today to be there. 

�
�(Tï'(bv��	 

45. If you want to pray with me this simple prayer, 

it can guarantee you being there. 

���)Y��� ãâ=¤w!*Ó�È

��(U3+��V8��	 

46. “Lord Jesus Christ, 

[J��ÕÖ� 

47. forgive me my sins. 

|,-��÷	 

48. Give me the courage to be who I am. 

É�./ä�RS��0	 

49. Receive me into Yourself, 

|�Ä�0*v��(8� 

50. and give me the gift of eternal life. 

âÉ�1@�î?	 

51. In Your name, Jesus, I pray, 

2���*�È�� 

52. Amen.” 

3s	\ 

53. Until next time, I wish you God’s richest 

blessing. 

)Àññaâ~É��=����V	 


