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STANDING FIRM IN A WORLD OF SHIFTING SANDS – Part 3 

 

 

SECTION A 

�� 

 

1. Hello, listening friends. 

��������	 

2. We are so glad you joined us again for this 

series of messages called, “Standing Firm in a 

World of Shifting Sands.” 


���
��������������

����� �!"#$%&'()	 

3. In this series, we are looking at portions of the 

Book of Daniel which are particularly relevant 

to us today. 

�����*���+,-./01�23

45��67��89�:;��<=�	 

4. One of the lessons that we all seem to forget is 

this one: 

��>?@ABCD�EFG6H 

5. we often stumble on the very blessings that we 

want. 

��IIJKLMNO�P3QR	 

6. Why do we do that? 

���STUVWXY 

7. Because we repeatedly forget that the times of 

blessings in our lives can be dangerous times. 

Z���[6B\�����D:*]^_

P�`a�bbcd6Defg�`h	 

8. Some of you may say, “Wait a minute. I 

thought blessings were good things. 

cijkUlH�mDm��/�]^_P

6�n� 

9. How can blessings be dangerous?” 

]PoTU6fg�XY) 

10. Well, I want to tell you why. 

���pqr��ST	 

11. With every blessing comes a test. 

^M_�sD�Pt�@UuvwD�x

y	 

12. What we often ignore is that, with blessings, 

comes clear choice. 

��zI{|�6�^M_�P[6}wD

�~����	 

13. Do I use this blessing as a stepping stone to go 

upward and onward, or, do I stub my toe on my 

blessings and fall flat on my face? 

�6�_P�������KL����

X��6�Z_P�Q���������

XY 

14. If you ask yourself that question every time you 

receive a blessing, 

���
��sD�'�P3�`a�@�

KL����� 

15. you will save yourself a lot of trouble. 

�GU�KL��
�� ¡	 

16. We all know what school tests are supposed to 

accomplish. 

��@¢£,¤�x¥¦§j¨�©�ª	 

17. Those students who are diligent and are 

prepared will succeed and move on to the next 

level. 

Ve«¬�j­®�,:+U¯E�°±²

³	 

18. Those who are derelict and negligent will fail. 

�Ve´{�µ�z¶�GU��	 

19. It works the same way in spiritual tests. 

·¸�x¥c6�¹	 

20. If you are on your guard and always prepared, 

then you will progress to the next level of 

blessing with flying colors; 

���[6jM­®�º»¼½��G
¾

±¿�À�Á�Â��_P#Ã 

21. but, if you ignore the fact that a test comes with 

every blessing, 

.���{|CsD�_P@UÄpD�x

y�nÅ� 
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22. and delve into the blessing without thought for 

the test, 

�Æ6DÇÈ�MÉ'��Pt#��Êj

�Éxy�n� 

23. sooner or later, you’ll find yourself lying on the 

ground, crying, “Why didn’t I remember that 

with every blessing comes a test?” 

ËÌ�UÍÎKLR�¿�ÏÐwH��S

T�Êj\Ñ�sD�_P@UÄpD�x

y��nÅXY) 

24. In Daniel, Chapter 3, 

�./01Ò 34� 

25. we find Nebuchadnezzar stumbling all over his 

blessings. 

��Ó�ÔÕÖÔ×Ø�CKLM'��

P	 

26. We find him failing to recognize that, with the 

blessings from Jehovah God, came a testing 

time; 

��ÍÎÙÊjÚÛ��uvÜÝÞ^�_

P@UÄpxyÃ 

27. and, here, in Daniel, Chapter 3, we find him 

failing miserably. 

�./01Ò 34���Ó�Ùß'
à	 

28. By contrast, Daniel’s three friends, Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego, will pass their tests 

with flags waving. 

<á�./0�â���� 'ãäåæä

çÕèÔéê¾±¿ëìCxy	 

29. Why? 

�STXY 

30. Because they were always prepared for testing 

time. 

Z�Ù�[6�xyíw­®	 

31. In fact, the most important thing about this 

incident of the fiery furnace was not only the 

miracle of deliverance, 

nÅ���îïð��nñ#�òó$��

ôô6D�'õ�^ö� 

32. the most important part of Daniel, Chapter 3, is 

not the fact that these three young believers 

walked through the fire without burning a 

single hair, 

./01Ò 34òó$�23��6�â�

÷ø��ù�úÍûü¿ýï*þC�p� 

33. but the most important part of this incident is 

this: 

��nñ*òó$�236H 

34. these young believers did not compromise their 

convictions, even at the thought of death. 

��������â�÷ø��ù@Êj�

�Ù���		 

35. These young believers were tempted to go with 

the flow, but they refused. 

�â�÷ø��ù�
J���v
���

.Ù���C 

36. These young believers had an opportunity to 

please man and fail God, but they chose to 

please God instead of man. 

�â�÷ø��ù�
j�U�/��k�

'�^�.Ù���C��^���6��

k	 

37. These young believers did not tolerate sin. 

�â�÷ø��ù�Êj����	 

38. These young believers did not stumble over 

their blessing, 

�â�÷ø��ù�ÊjZKLM'�P3

�QR	  

39. but they used their blessing as a stepping-stone 

to greater glory; 

�6�^_�P�������KL�ÀÁ

����#Ã 

40. so, look with me at three things in Daniel, 

Chapter 3. 

�}�D��ýâ���pÓ./01Ò 3

4	 

41. First, stumbling on God’s blessings in verses 1 

to 15. 

ÒD�ý 1� 155�Ø�^�_P	 

42. Secondly, standing on God’s promises, verses 

16 to 27; 

Ò��ý 16� 275���^� iÃ 

43. and, thirdly, sentimentality of cheap repentance 

in verses 28 to 30. 

Òâ�ý 28� 305�!"#$MÄp�%

&	 

44. Let us look at the first, stumbling on God’s 

blessings. 

��'pÓÒD(�Ø�^�_P	 

45. In Daniel, Chapter 2, the King of Babylon had 

witnessed one of the great manifestations of 

God’s supernatural powers. 

�./01Ò 24*�)*+,-z.�C

^/K0
1�2�34	 
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46. He saw with his own eyes and heard with his 

own ears the power of Jehovah God. 

Ù56©7CÜÝÞ^��
	 

47. He even said, “There is no God like Jehovah...” 

Ù89lH�Êj^�*'�ÜÝÞ::) 

48. but, instead of letting this blessing be a stepping 

stone into greater blessing, he allowed his pride 

to interfere. 

0��Ù�.Êj���_P������

�KLÁ�D;]P�á�<i=>?C�

p	 

49. He makes a grotesque statue of himself that 

was about 90 feet tall and 9 feet wide. 

Ù@KLíCD� 90AB�ä9ABC�D

EFG	 

50. Nebuchadnezzar looked at that statue and said, 

“I am the greatest.” 

ÔÕÖÔ×Ów��FGlH��6ò2�

�	) 

51. Most of us, when we experience success, when 

we receive a great blessing from the hand of 

God, our natural inner thinking is, “I am God’s 

gift to humanity.” 

��Hk����I'¯E�'�^_P�

`a�J��KªGUÉH��6^@!k

�LM	) 

52. We swell up with pride in ourselves. 

K��=>NOPQ	 

53. In reality, what we are doing is stumbling over 

our blessing. 

ÅR����Mí�6�Ø�KLM'�_

P	 

54. Like Nebuchadnezzar of old, we can see the 

hand of God, but we want to forget it and 

replace it with the hand of man; 

GGDS�ÔÕÖÔ×DW���Ó�C^

����êÉ�¨BT�Uk���pV

SÃ 

55. so, the Babylonian despot said that everyone 

must bow to the image. 

Z¹�V�)*+�WX�YZMjk¦[

\Ù�FG]^	 

56. Many faithful Christians today face their own 

fiery furnace. 

89�i�_¶�`aùc�bwÙ�KL

�îïð	 

57. It is the furnace of being scorned. 

V6Jcd�ïð� 

58. It is the furnace of being ridiculed. 

6Jef�ïð� 

59. It is the furnace of being ostracized and ignored; 

6JghÝJ{|�ïðÃ 

60. and so, first, we see the stumbling on God’s 

blessings. 

i'���jCØ�^�_P	 

61. Secondly, standing on God’s promises. 

Ò����^� i	 

62. If you have your Bible, look at verses 16 to 27 

of Daniel 3. 

���jkz��l�./01Ò 34 16

� 275	 

63. When the King said, “You bow down,” the 

three friends said, “We will not bow down.” 

�,lH���mno^)�Vâ���ê

lH����Umno^�	) 

64. When the King said, “The whole empire bows 

down,” the three friends said, “We stand up.” 

�,lH�pq�k@mno^)�Vâ�

��êlH���$%&�r	) 

65. In many ways, our world is like that of 

Nebuchadnezzar. 

���8�!"�c�i���7ÔÕÖÔ

×�`S<>	 

66. The world is perplexed and troubled by those 

who would walk out on a lucrative business 

deal for moral reasons. 

�sVe`s£t0u�vwxyj±�z

�:{�k���!"�Ù�&�|}�

~	 

67. The world is perplexed and troubled by those 

who would rather stand up when everybody 

else is bowing down; 

�sVe��kmn�^�`�0�0%&

�k���!"�Ù�&�|}�~	 

68. and, by doing this, they are hoping to persuade 

the faithful believers into bowing their knees to 

their idols; 

Ù���
�lVe_¶��ù�cp\�

G��o^Ã 

69. but, when their persuasion does not work, they 

resort to greater punishment. 

D��l�
���Ù�G��Á����

�	 

70. Listen to what the three friends said in verses 

16 and 17. 

��Vâ���� 16� 175*Ml�	 
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71. Here is the problem with some modern day 

believers. 

�S��e�ù���6H 

72. We sing, “God is able,” but, then, we live as if 

He’s not able at all. 

���/���^6p
�)�.����

:;*�ê>?^ST@�
	 

73. We pay assent to the fact that He is able, but we 

never do anything to prove that we really 

believe that He is able. 

���{^6p
���nÅ�.��êý

�ëì�rp�~����¶¿<��6p


�	 

74. These three friends stood on God’s promises. 

�â�����^� i	 

75. My listening friend, what I am going to tell you 

is very important. 

�������$qr��Ió$�D(	 

76. As long as the devil knows that we are not 

willing to sacrifice anything for God, 

Æ$��¢£���w�^í������ 

77. then he knows that we do not really believe that 

God is able. 

¨cG~ ���¡��d<�^6p


�	 

78. As long as the devil knows that we are afraid to 

part with our comfort and our possessions and 

our reputations, 

Æ$��¢£���¢£��KL�¤¥ä

¦MÝ§¨� 

79. then the devil knows that we are only saying 

the words, “Our God is able,” but we do not 

really believe those words. 

¨cG~ ���Æ6©#ll�^6p


�)�-�ªÅ��¡��d<��«¬	 

80. As long as the devil knows that we are afraid of 

physical death, he knows that we are not sure 

about the words, “Our God is able.” 

Æ$��¢£���­£®¯����¨c

G~ ��¡�����^6p
�)	 

81. Listen to verse 18. 

��Ò 185� 

82. “But even if He does not, we want you to know, 

O king, that we will not serve your gods or 

worship the image of gold you have set up.” 

��°�0�,±���¢£��²�n³

��^�c�o^�M&�´G	) 

83. We have confidence because we are standing 

on the promises of God. 

���M/j�¶�µ6Z�����^�

 i	 

84. Standing on the promises of God is not just 

positive affirmation, but an unconditional 

surrender to the will of God. 

��^� i��6¶¶d��·§��6

û¸ñ¿°¹s^�º{	 

85. Standing on the promises of God means 

standing firm and saying to the world, the flesh, 

and the devil, “We cannot be frightened. 

��^� i�G{»w��$%&'(�

¡¼\��!"ä®½Ý��¾qH���

�­£� 

86. We will not be anxious. 

���¿À� 

87. Our life is in God’s hands.” 

���:Y�^�ÁÂ�*	) 

88. My listening friends, let me tell you something 

very important. 

�������$qr��Ió$�D(	 

89. When you take a stand like this, the devil will 

not only flee, 

��
�G�W%&�`a��ôô��U

Ãþ� 

90. but you will have the most victorious and 

effective Christian life that you could ever have. 

�¼��+UI'òj��äò'¾�`a

ù:Y��6��
Äjì�	 

91. If and when you choose to truly believe the 

words of Jesus, you will be liberated like never 

before. 

�����¶<�ÜÅ�¬Æ`�G+'�

ý�jì�Çx	 

92. You will soar like an eagle, and you will run 

and not be weary. 

�+GÈDWÉÊ�Ë��+ÌÍê�|

Î	 

93. The three friends said, “Our God is able.” 

Vâ���lH����^6p
�	) 

94. We must trust in His promises that He will 

never leave us nor forsake us. 

��¦[<�^� i���UÏy���

Á�UÐ]���Â	 

95. We are anchored on the Rock of ages. 

��JÑÑ¿Ò§�ÓDÔ���� 
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96. We are unshakable and immovable. 

��6��rÕ��§�Ö�	 

97. Even if we die, we will rule and reign over the 

universe with Christ in Heaven; 

���������+7`aD��9�Á

Â×ØÃ 

98. so we saw the stumbling on God’s blessing. 

M/���ÙUC�Ø�^�_P6oW�

ÚÛ	 

99. We saw the standing on God’s promises. 

��c~ C���^� iÜ6���Ý

Þ	 

 

SECTION B 

�� 

 

1. Thirdly, let us see the sentimentality of cheap 

repentance. 

Òâ����pÓÓ!"#$MÄp�%

&	 

2. When the three friends were thrown into the 

fiery furnace, everybody was anticipating the 

odor of the burning flesh; 

�Vâ���Jß�îï�ð*�s�k@

/�U6�®àá�»£Ã 

3. but, instead, the only ones who got burnt were 

the ones who threw them in; 

.ÆjVeâÙ���Ù���ïð�kJ

à�CÃ 

4. but, as for Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 

they were fine. 

� 'ãäåæäçÕèÔéê¤0ûã	 

5. The place of pain became the place of joy. 

äå�¿æ¯Cçè�é� 

6. The place of suffering became the point of 

glory. 

êë�¿æ¯C���`� 

7. The place of death became the garden of life; 

���¿æ¯C:Y�ìÃ 

8. but the King said, 

.6�,lH 

9. “But I heated the furnace seven times. Why are 

they not burning? 

���ðàíCîï���Ù�ÊjJà�

XY 

10. And, also, I made sure only three were thrown 

in.  Where did the fourth person come from? 

�¼��~~Æß��â�k�VT�Òð

�k6ýñ#p�XY 

11. And the fourth one does not look like anyone 

I’ve ever seen before.” 

�Òð�k7�M.ì�k@�DW	) 

12. Oh, yes. Because He is the pre-incarnate Christ. 

ò�6��Z��6�+£¯®¯�`a	 

13. Because He is the Stone that is not cut with 

hands. 

Z��6�kóô�p��Ç	 

14. Because He has the Power to turn the fiery 

furnace in life into beautiful gardens. 

Z��j
1+:;*�ïðæ¯õö�÷

ì	 

15. The King said, “But I made sure that their 

hands and their feet were bound.” 

,lH����Ù��ó�@Jøw	) 

16. Oh, but the ropes got burnt in the fire; 

.ùúJïàTCÃ 

17. and, once again, Nebuchadnezzar concludes 

that Jehovah is the true God; 

vû�ÔÕÖÔ×,�D�¿'�Úü�Ü

ÝÞ6�^Ã 

18. and, yet, his belief is mere sentimentality and 

not true conversion. 

0��Ù�<�ôô6&ª���¡�6�

d�ýæ	 

19. In verse 28, he said, “Praise be to the God of 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.” 

� 285�Ùj�H� 'ãäåæäçÕ

èÔé�^6 ��þ�	) 

20. Ah, but you notice he did not say, “my Lord,” 

.��{�ÙÊjlH����) 

21. because this was a cheap, temporary repentance 

without a change of heart. 

Z��6D�!"�ä���#$�ÊjJ

¶�$æ	 

22. What is happening here? 

�6oT�nXY 

23. Nebuchadnezzar was merely licking his 

wounds, which his pride had inflicted on him. 

ÔÕÖÔ×Æ6��KL�=>M�¯��

%	 
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24. You know, my listening friends, there are so 

many people who acknowledge God when they 

feel broken; 

�������$¢£�ji�k�¶	{


�`a�Ù��Új^Ã 

25. but they never truly surrender to God. 

.Ù�ýpÊj�d¿°¹s^	 

26. There are so many people who pray to Jesus 

when they need healing; 

ji�k��$
��`a�Ù�\ÜÅ�

qÃ 

27. but they never receive Him as the Savior and 

Lord; 

.Ù�ýÊj����õ�Ý:Y��Ã 

28. and the question to you is this: 

�������6H 

29. do you truly trust in God? 

��d��^� 

30. Can you say, “I truly trust God?” 

�
�lH“��¶��^”�Y 

31. Okay, are you willing to use His blessings, not 

as stumbling blocks, but as stepping-stones? 

VT��6�w{���_P��6��Q

����6�����XY 

32. Only you can answer that. 

Æj�KL�
������	 

33. I will leave you with that question until next 

time, when I hope you will join us once again. 

�������@����]�5©`��

�U��¿p���*�	 

34. Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing. 

w^��¿_P@��]�5©�U	 


