(REEF D IEVFN
RO T EELAR (0D

STANDING FIRM IN A WORLD OF SHIFTING SANDS - Part 4

SECTION A
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1.  Hello, listening friends.
SREMMA, IREE

2. Thank you very much for tuning in to this
broadcast.
USRIV AR AT H

3. We are in the middle of a series of messages we
are calling “Standing Firm in a World of
Shifting Sands,”
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4. and I want to begin this message by making a
personal confession.
B, WEM—ADDANME .

5. Ifind that there is no more discouraging and

frustrating thing for me than unfinished tasks.
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I can’t stand an unfinished anything.
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I will do whatever it takes to finish whatever |
started.
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For me, there is nothing more tragic than the
unfinished painting or unfinished symphony,
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or half-built house,
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or incomplete manuscript.
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These are all reminders to me that we all have

the inclination to stop working on projects
before we have completed them;
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and that is why finishing well is one of my top
priorities in life.
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I have seen people start a venture with a great
deal of enthusiasm, but, soon, they lose interest.
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I have seen new Christians begin their Christian
life with zeal and passion, then soon, they lose
heart.
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I have seen members join a church with
excitement and commitment, then soon, their
commitment gives way to apathy.
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I have seen people make all sorts of promises,
but soon, they forget them;
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and we saw together that Daniel and his friends

began their testimony and their stand for God
as teenagers.
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Daniel and his three friends took their stand
when they were young boys;
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and we all stand in awe of their commitment
and faithful devotion to God,;
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but it is one thing to be enthusiastic and fearless
when you are a young Christian,
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and it’s another matter altogether to be
enthusiastic and fearless as an older Christian.

TR R I, 3 RE 8 78 3 i T 6 o
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It is one thing to be committed to Christ when
you are struggling in life,
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and it is another thing altogether for Jesus to be
your All-in-All when you are not in need of
anything.
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Daniel, Chapter 6, is, without a doubt, the most
well-known Chapter in the whole Bible.
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Daniel in the den of lions has been the subject

of books and paintings and inspirational stories;
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but what most people miss out on this Chapter
is the fact that Daniel finished well.

ERZ NAEIX —F Pt s,
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At the age of 14, he told the King of Babylon

that he would not eat the food that he had been
offered to idols;
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and 65 years later, at the age of 79, he tells the
King of Persia that he will not worship any
other God but the true God.
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If you look at Daniel, Chapter 6, you will find
three things that are required to finish well.
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The first is being alert to the persistent
temptation, and you find that in verses 1 to 9.
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The second is being anchored to the past
testimony, and we find that in verses 10 to 17;

B, ERRSFUMEMILIE, FATTa KIFE 10

7 WHER A

and the third is being assured of the promised
triumph, verses 18 to 28.
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To finish well, you must always be on your
guard against temptation.
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In Daniel’s case, he could have said, “I have
survived King Nebuchadnezzar.
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I have survived King Belshazzar,

Tl PTG,

I have survived more than 60 years of pressure
and temptation.
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I can surely now survive King Darius.”

Foh e thael KM S EX—K. 7
Daniel rightfully and naturally could have said

to himself, “I have withstood temptation since
the age of fourteen...”
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but Daniel knew that the tempter is always
working at any age;
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s0, at this point in time, Daniel’s colleagues and
staff became an instrument of Satan’s scheme.
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They came to the King with words of flattery,
and the King fell for it, and the trap was set.
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Had the King been wise, he would have
discerned this plot immediately;

IR EARE, i EZPRIIEA BT
but flattery has a marvelous effect on people.
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Flattery boosts a person’s pride.

R A ALk N SHERZAK .
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These plotting politicians said, “King, make a
law that can never be broken.”

XUEFR R BAAT B W, AL
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What was that new law that they wanted the
King to enact?
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It was that, for thirty days, no one could
worship any other god except the King;
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and, once that royal law was signed, it could
never be changed.
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This temptation had placed Daniel in a
predicament.
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Should he miss worship for thirty days?
b A% WA =R 2

Should he miss his daily worship just for thirty
days?
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Should he stop being in fellowship with God
just for thirty days?
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Oh, what a temptation!
P PN E /Y

You see, the devil seldom tempts the faithful to
permanently cease to be faithful at once;
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but the devil will tempt us to be unfaithful just
for a few hours, or few days, or few weeks.
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Why?

AT AW ?

Because he knows that the first step toward
unfaithfulness to God is the easiest for us;

R esniE, sEAME, RS
X FHAS R R B — 2

38.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

but, to finish well, you need to be alert to the
persistent temptation, no matter how old you
are.
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Secondly, to finish well, you need to be
anchored in the past testimony.

W, BEIRIWIIRY, ARDIEESE DT L
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You’ll find that in verses 10 to 17 of Daniel,
Chapter 6.
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Now, what do I mean by that?
BRI AR ?

If I were in Daniel’s place, most likely, I would
have panicked.

WURACAEAE LB AL &, IR ATRE, T
L= SEEER

I would have gone to the King and said, “These
guys tricked you in order to sabotage me.

ATRe LM L0 £ XA R
B PG B

Oh, King, you know how faithful I am!
TR, ARFNTERRZ A 0!

Oh, King, you know how I have stayed out of
trouble...”

T, FRAE TR % 4 55 ST BRI+ -”

and I think that’s what most of us would have
done;

PAR 2 H0 N AR IX R
but not Daniel.
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He went home and he continued his usual
schedule, as if nothing had happened.

ARl 2] 5 K, ARE A i 1 e HE
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He was unshakable.

AP BRE o

Do you know why?

PREDIE A A0 ?

Because he was anchored in his past testimony.
R IR A b g S DAAE [ ILAIE

He was affirmed by God’s past interventions in
his life.

PFEAL A= iy H AR RO, Al i o
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He was trusting in his past experience with God.
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My listening friend, do you know what the
problem with all of us is, especially when we
face a trial in life?

SRERINA, ARFRIE, )R AE A i
U I, BRATT ] R AT A0 ?
We forget God’s past interventions in our lives;

FATEI T DAERLEIRAT A A A A
so, instead of saying, “Back yonder, God did
this and did that, and He will do it again,”
Rk, FATASU:  “PHIAE L, M7
A, T IHAS, A b AL, 7

we panic and we say, “Oh, yes, He did it back
then, but I doubt that He will do it again.”

B s gt 2N, fLlaTiad,
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Daniel’s strength was that he had learned to

trust in God’s past interventions as evidence
that God will do it again.

ELLE R, s TR S LT
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Daniel’s strength was that he had developed
confidence in his God’s power;

{ELAPRI) Ik T, Al R 0 K BE 78 3
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and nothing could shake his faith.

BT AR SR A A5 A0

Daniel’s strength was that, for over 65 years, he
was able to say “No” to sin;

(BB T ORI, B RENEAE 65 FE 211
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and every time he said “No” to sin, the power
of God grew deeper inside of him.

BE— AR 28R (I, PR AE
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My listening friend, please listen carefully to
what I’'m going to tell you.

SRE A 5 B LT3R BT .

The more faithful you are to God, the more of
God’s power you will receive;

PRAFAEUE L, B AR BLAG 21 5K g
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but every time you give in to sin and
disobedience, you weaken your spiritual
resistance.

(ERE— IR I FR SR, AN, PR a2 ik
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My listening friend, I want to tell you
something of uttermost importance.

SREMIA, BB VRURM A L

The real den of lions was in Daniel’s prayer
closet,

FOERIM 75T, HSE A DI #5 5 A %
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for it was in his prayer closet that Daniel had
learnt that he would rather lose his life than lose
his testimony;
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and, if you had said to Daniel, “Daniel, it’s only
for thirty days.”

W R ARAHE LLBE 3
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He would have said to you, “Not even for thirty
seconds will I abandon my faith.”

b2 HURR: % 30 PERESA SIS A O
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You may have said, “Daniel, now you are rich.

Now, you are at the height of your career. Why
risk everything just for thirty days of

“EUPE, RAN=A

compromise?”
PRUVFS UL “HULEE, IRIEE# T, X
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But not Daniel.

A2 AH DA AT 2 o

Every faithful believer understands this fact:
B AL AR REAR B XS

that your prayer closet is your war room.
PRI N 2 B0 VR A 17

You win or lose in your war room before you
get into the battlefield;
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and, when Daniel prayed, he prayed toward
Jerusalem.

{E DUPA 5 IR, A i) 25 HIS R A 45 4
Why is that?

AT A EEXFENE ?

That was the city of promise.

PSPSE I INAZ T

God told Jeremiah that His people will go into
exile for 70 years, then they will return;

FCINE RSN ES VIR A A D W 45 375 B e s o
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and Daniel knew that the time for God’s
fulfillment of His promise was drawing near;

(ELLVERGE, A S B NVF (K I TR I T 5

so, by facing Jerusalem, Daniel was kneeling
on the promises of God;

DRI, AH DR ) R B4, Ao e A
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and, so, finishing well means that you are, first,
alert to the temptation.
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Secondly, anchored in your testimony.
B, BT DIMER WAL

Thirdly, assured of the triumphant promise.
=, BT P VR A

Let us look at verses 18 to 28 of Daniel,
Chapter 6.

EIRATT— I RFEH LB 52 6 75 18 2] 28
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I don’t want you to miss verse 18, because it’s
really hilarious.

TR RS 187, PR AR —1
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Who is the one who spent a restless and
sleepless night?

S UETEEAN 2, FER RN ?
It was not Daniel.

AN HLAHE,

It was the King who was the sleepless one.
FA S BEAL BN o

As soon as Daniel was lowered into the den of
lions, these lions went into special formation.

{H DLERYE BB BT i, IR L1~ 2 %
T NMRREREITEAR o

These lions made a beautiful, soft mattress for
Daniel to sleep on;
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and Daniel went to sleep like a baby on the
straw among the lions.
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Meanwhile, the King in his fancy bed was
tossing and turning.
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God promised victory and triumph to His
faithful servants and God isn’t going to go back
on His promises;
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but notice I said, *...His faithful servants?”’
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Why?
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Why didn’t He just promise victory to everyone?
AT 2ARASENS B A N R N VF 245 e ?

Oh, because, often, we want triumph and
victory without being faithful.

DU BATTHHAR, ADX oSy, gl 13
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We often want blessings without meeting the
conditions of the blessing;
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and we see how, once again, God delivers His

faithful servant, not out of trouble, but in the
midst of trouble.
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Let me tell you this, my listening friend,
SREIMIR, FARLVRIR:

I would rather be a child of faith in a den of
lions than a king in the grandest palace without

faith;
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so the King could not wait till morning light to
run down the road to where the lion’s den was;
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and, there, he broke the seal and opened the

door of the den, thinking that his friend, Daniel,
would be dead;
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but he discovered that the den was not Daniel’s
tomb. It was Daniel’s tabernacle.
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The power of God that would later raise Jesus
Christ from the dead was that same power that
kept Daniel from being devoured by hungry
lions.
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The God who gave Jesus power over death
gave Daniel power over the angels of death;
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and, so, I end where I began, my listening
friend.
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Finishing well,

TR 24,

finishing with greater power,
SER KBS ST 2,

finishing with greater strength, requires only
one thing:
SERME R AR, RS HE e
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faithfulness.
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It is my prayer that you would be a faithful
servant of the living God.
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Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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