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STANDING FIRM IN A WORLD OF SHIFTING SANDS - Part 5
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Hello, listening friends.
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We are delighted that you are able to join us for
this broadcast.
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In today’s broadcast, we are going to continue
our study of the Book of Daniel,
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and we begin, today, looking at Chapter 9.
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Here, in Daniel, Chapter 9, Daniel looks back at
67 years of faithfulness to the Lord.
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Daniel looks back at 67 years where kings

came and kings went, but he stood firm for God.
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Daniel looks back at 67 years where the
Babylonian Empire collapsed and was replaced
by the Medo-Persian rules, but Daniel never
changed.
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Difficult circumstances did not jade him.
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Wealth and prestige did not seduce him.
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Power and authority did not erode his love for
the Lord,;
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and, so, when we come to Chapter 9, we find
Daniel reading the Bible and praying.
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Being a great prophet and visionary for God did
not cause Daniel to think that he did not need to
study the Scripture.
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On this particular day, Daniel was reading the
prophecies of Jeremiah.
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As a boy in Jerusalem, Daniel probably heard
the Prophet Jeremiah preach in person.
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He trusted in Jeremiah’s words as the word
from the Lord.
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On this particular day, Daniel read Jeremiah,
Chapters 25 and 29.
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There, Jeremiah prophesied that King
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon will attack Israel.
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Of course, Jeremiah had made that prediction
before it was even a possibility.
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Here is the important thing that you should not
miss.
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Jeremiah also said that this exile into Babylon
would last for 70 years;
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so, Daniel looks at his calendar, and he says to
himself, “Jeremiah prophesied that, after 70

years, God will restore His people to go back to
Jerusalem.
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It has been more than 68 years already,
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so it must be only 2 years to go...”
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and, then, Daniel did something else that so
many of us today don’t even bother to
comprehend, let alone practice.
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Here’s what he said: “God always, always
keeps His promises.
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God never fails to be true to His Word.
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God never changes His timing...”
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and, so, Daniel becomes ecstatic and
exhilarated as he realizes that the time is ripe
for God to fulfill His promises.
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Now, here’s what I don’t want you to miss, my
listening friend.
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When Daniel prayed, claiming the promises of
God,
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there was no visible sign that the promise was
about to be fulfilled.
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There was no indication by the new Emperor
that the exiles would be going home.
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There wasn’t even a hint that God was about to
fulfill the promise He made through Jeremiah.
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What was even worse—there were no great

desire on the part of most of the Jews to go
home.
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You may be saying, “If God promised it, why
did Daniel feel the need to pray about it?”
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There are some people who think that, because
God promised something, we should do nothing
about claiming that promise;
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but we need to pray, claiming what God already
promised.
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Daniel’s example is that the promises of God
should motivate us to do something.

BRI A IR, fh ) N VE S UR AT
AT

The promises of God should encourage us to
plead with God.
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The promises of God should propel us to do our
part.
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To Daniel, the divine promise of God was a
reason to pour himself out in prayer.
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It was not an excuse for him to do nothing.
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Daniel’s prayer is first rooted in the promises of
God.
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Secondly, it was resolute in glorifying God.
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Thirdly, it requests the mercy of God,;
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and, fourthly, it reflects the need of the people
of God.
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Effective prayer must be deeply rooted in the
promises of God.
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Every great prayer in the Bible always goes
back to the covenant.
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In Daniel 9:4, Daniel starts his prayer with
these words:
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“Oh, Lord, the great and awesome God, who
keeps His covenant...”
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When you pray, claiming the promises in the
Word of God, even if it takes a hundred years,
your prayers will be answered.
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Did Jesus promise that, when we seek first His
Kingdom and His righteousness, all of our
needs will be met in His glory?
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Yes.
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Did God promise that, when His Word goes out,
It will not return void?
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Yes.
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Did God promise that, if we abide in His Word

and live in obedience to His Word, that
whatever we ask, He will answer?
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Yes.
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Then, my friend, boldly claim these promises.
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Daniel’s prayer is a prayer that is confident that
God will keep His promise,
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even if it is after 70 years.
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We know how many times parents promise
their children something,
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and, then, for reasons totally out of their control,
the parents may forget or they may not be able
to keep their promises.
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Y ou know what the kid’s reaction is?
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They often say, “But you promised!”
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When it comes to God, there are no
circumstances in the universe that keeps Him
from keeping His promise.

{EXS AR, AT H P A AR R A
.

You and | can confidently come to Him and say
to Him, “Father, You promised...”
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No matter how long it takes, God will keep His
promise;
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and that is why James said, “Elijah was a man
like unto us, but he prayed for it not to rain and

it did not rain, and he prayed for it to rain and it
rained.”
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Elijah simply claimed what God already
promised.
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God promised that, when His people humble
themselves and repent,
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God will forgive them and answer their prayers;
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so, Daniel’s prayer was rooted in the promises
of God.
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Secondly, Daniel’s prayer was resolute to
glorify God.
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For most of us, most of our prayers are asking
God to give us something;
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but Daniel’s prayer was not for personal needs.
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It was about the glory of God.
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The reason we are not like Daniel is because we
do not pray like Daniel;
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and the reason we do not pray like Daniel is
because we do not know God like Daniel knew
God,
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and the reason we don’t know God like Daniel

is because we do not totally live for the glory of
God like Daniel.
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Listen to what Daniel says in verse 17 of
Chapter 9.
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“For the sake of Your glory; for the sake of
Your sanctuary that is desolate.”
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For Daniel, the bottom-line purpose for living
was not his personal wealth.
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It was not, “How much I can get out of the
government?”
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It was not, “How can [ make more money?”
AdE: “IREEFFRZDERT 7

No, no, no, no.
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Daniel’s purpose for living was the glory of
God.
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In verse 19 of Chapter 9, we read,
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“Save Your people, Lord, for Your sake.”
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Only when we are mastered by the glory of
God,

AT 43T TR P 2R 8 P A0 Al P R A%

90. only when we are consumed by the glory of
God,
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91. only when we are totally resolved to see that
everything we live for is for the glory of God,

R HEATE SfEAEE P 5, #8
B RUETY T A B RO ) IR

92. only then will we experience the true blessings
that follow as an answer to that prayer.
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93. Daniel’s prayer was rooted in the promises of
God.
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94. Daniel’s prayer was resolved to the glory of
God.
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95. Thirdly, Daniel’s prayer was a request for the
mercy of God.
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96. Daniel was bold in his prayer because he knew
the Lord to be a merciful God.
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97. There had been several decades since Daniel
was taken into exile;
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98. and, perhaps, most of Daniel’s generation had
died,;
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99. and the younger generation only knew life in
exile.
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SECTION B
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1. Today, so many of the younger generation only
know the current spiritual exile conditions;
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2. and that is why we need to cry to God for His
mercy.
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In verse 18 of Chapter 9, he said, “We do not
present our supplications before You because
of our righteous deeds, but because of Your
great mercies.”
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Micah 7:18 says that God delights in mercy;
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and Daniel knew that.
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Daniel knew that God is their Father;
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and, as a good father, He takes pleasure in the

request of His children when they appeal for
His covenant character.
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Daniel has not forgotten that he is praying to
the God who loved them again and again,
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the God who forgave them again and again,
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the God who restored them again and again,

FE AL — IR S U E i ABATT A

the God who had mercy on them many times in
the past;
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and Daniel is asking for God’s mercy once
again.
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You and | need to appeal to God for mercy.
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In His covenant, God promised to be merciful,
and He proved Himself a million times over.
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Daniel’s prayer was rooted in the promises of
God.
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Daniel’s prayer was resolved to the glory of

God.
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Daniel’s prayer was a request for the mercy of
God.
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Fourthly, Daniel’s prayer is a reflection of the
needs of the people of God.
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I have no doubt that most of God’s people in

exile were oblivious to their own desperate
needs.
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The same is true today.
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The vast majority of people are oblivious to
their own desperate spiritual condition.
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Only spiritual eyes can see the plight of a
people who are blind by sin and Satan.
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They are oblivious to the desperate condition
that their idolatry leads them to.
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They are oblivious to the horror that the next

generation will face if they keep on heading in
the wrong direction.

fisfilz=ZAgu, T —ANIZIRERK 5 7 &
NP e AT L .

Whether most people see it or not,
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whether most people realize it or not,
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we are in desperate need for God to have mercy
upon us;
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and God, in His mercy, not only answered
Daniel’s prayer,
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but, also, God revealed to him the coming of

the Messiah and the way history became His
story.
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My listening friend, | know that | place my
complete hope, not in a man or an ideology.
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| place my full hope in the Lord Jesus Christ.
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While we live in the hope of Jesus, let’s follow
Daniel’s example in prayer.
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If you have never placed your faith in Jesus
Christ, you can do so today.
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You can pray with me this simple prayer:
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“Lord Jesus Christ,
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in the past, | have placed my hopes in other
people
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and for other things.
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Now, | place my whole faith in You,

WAE, WIEH &M EE ORTERT &
+,

for You alone are God’s full revelation.
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I trust You with all my heart.
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Come into my life.
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In Your name, Jesus.
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Amen.”
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Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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