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PORTRAIT OF GRACE - Part 7
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Hello, listening friends.
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We welcome you to this broadcast.
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I am so glad you joined us today.

TR AR A RIRBATIRAE i
Today, we’re going to talk about a very
important subject.
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This subject is crucial, not only for your family
relationships, but for all your relationships.
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This subject is vital to your walk with the Lord.
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This subject is restitution;
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and we will see true restitution in Genesis,
Chapter 33, verses 1 to 20.

EGIHAC 33 % 1 3] 20 W, BAIERTE
EREE.

Family conflicts are always unpleasant.
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Family fights are painful and distasteful;
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but the process of reconciliation can be equally
disconcerting.
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The process of reconciliation after a family
feud can be daunting.
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In fact, in many a family conflict, some people
find it easier to stay apart than to reconcile.
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Why is that?
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Because some people find it easier to keep on
harboring resentment.
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They find it easy to continue to nurse their
anger.
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They find it easier to rationalize their reasons
for the fallout.
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They comfort themselves with the position that
they were right in the matter.
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Why do people do this?
MDA A X Afie ?

Because some people will do anything to avoid
confrontation.

EIPSEEECYNESSSIRDINES) S i/ NI PG plid:<

In the last message, we saw Jacob limping
across the river.
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After God wrestled with him and God won and
Jacob surrendered,
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after God confirmed to Jacob, yet again, His
plan for his life,
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after the joy of meeting God face-to-face,
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after the joy of victory and blessing that came
from surrender,
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now, it is time for Jacob to do what he has been
dreading for 20 years.
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Have you guessed it yet?
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Facing his brother, Esau, whom he wronged 20
years before.

AR MDA =FRF A, 20 SE AT, Abi 7o
AR

When Jacob stole Esau’s birthright, his mother,
Rebekah, told him to go away until his
brother’s anger had subsided.
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Now, Jacob faces his brother, Esau, with the
assurance of God’s blessing and protection;
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but, nonetheless, Jacob has to clean up some
past dealings.

HARE, HEA L2 BB LERAE I

My listening friend, if there is one thing that we
all must understand about reconciliation and
restoration, it is this:
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reconciliation and restitution are outward
manifestations of our salvation.
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They are our outward manifestations of God’s
forgiveness of our sins through Jesus Christ.
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God’s forgiveness must be expressed in our

willingness to ask others for their forgiveness
when we have wronged them.
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Restitution is a word that is missing among
believers’ vocabulary today;
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and, yet, it ought to be at the forefront of our
reconciliation with others.
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My listening friend, please listen carefully to
what I’'m going to tell you.
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Lack of willingness to make restitution
cheapens repentance.
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Lack of restitution throws doubt on the
authenticity of our repentance.
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In Genesis 33:3, when Jacob encountered his

brother, Esau, he immediately set about the task
of making restitution.
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He bowed down to the ground seven times.
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Twenty years earlier, Jacob had tricked his
brother, Esau, out of his father’s blessing.
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Now, after God wrestled with Jacob and Jacob
lost to God, God changed Jacob’s heart;
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and the evidence of his changed heart was that
Jacob repented of his past sin;
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and, in addition, he bore the fruit of repentance.

iy FE S5 T iR 1

When Jacob received the forgiveness of God
for his sins, he became willing to confess his
sin against his brother.
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and asked for his brother’s forgiveness.
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Jacob could have said, “Well, God said to my
mother that Esau would serve me.”
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Jacob could have said, “Regardless of what I

have done or have not done, Esau should be
subservient to me...”
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but, after Jacob’s heart was touched by God,
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Jacob recognized the wrong that he had done.
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He confessed his sin. He repented of his sin;
but he also made restitution for his sin.
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My listening friend, when God touches your
heart,
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when God forgives your sins,
ARG T AR,

when God blesses you with salvation,
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when God ministers to you by His grace,
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you must be ready to do the same toward others.
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You must be willing to right the wrong, even if
it takes 20 years.
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Let me ask you this, my listening friend.
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Are you carrying bitterness toward someone?
PRAEATIER TN 53 2

Are you loaded with anger and resentment
toward someone?
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Have you sinned against someone?
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Have you wronged someone?
TR AR — AN ?

Have you taken advantage of someone?
PRIETT AT RN AR ?

Have you taken someone else’s property?
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Have you cheated someone?
PRSI i e N 2

Have you cheated God of His tithe and offering?
PRI AEAT — 2R MR 30O i Aof 2

Let me tell you, on the authority of the Word of
God,
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that there is no amount of singing of hymns that
will help you.
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There is no amount of Bible studies that you
can attend that will help you.
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There is no amount of sermons that you can
hear that will help you.
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There is no amount of making excuses for your
sin that will help you.
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None of that will substitute for your righting
the wrong.
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Some people may say to me, “You don’t
understand my predicament.”
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Some people will say to me, “You don’t know
my real world.”
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My friend, all these excuses will not work.
SREMMR, XA LHRARERLAL

Jacob bowed down seven times and said, “My
lord, Esau,” and, then, insisted that his brother
accept his gifts.
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My listening friend, it takes humility to do that.
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What we don’t often understand is that, when
you decide in your heart to make restitution,
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when you decide in your heart to seek
forgiveness for the wrong that you have done,
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God is working on the other end as well.
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Let me show you.
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Everything the Bible tells us about Esau is that
he did not fear God.

2 LA URRATT, DA — DA A

N

He was into instant gratification.

A S AT 5
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He was tough, and he was rough, and he was
wild;
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but God had already gone ahead of Jacob and
changed even Esau’s heart;
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and, when you decide in your heart to right the
wrong,
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God will run ahead of you and prepare the other
person’s heart.
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God will go ahead of you and work things
out—to your surprise.
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In fact, notice that Jacob and Esau never talked
about the problem or the sin or the past.
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They never discussed the old hurt.
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Do you know why?
R I Ji PRI e 2

Because often an embrace can speak much
more eloquently than words.
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Before God touched Jacob’s heart,
TERHIRBNHE S AL BLE,
before God wrestled with Jacob,
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Jacob sent others ahead of him.
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He sent gifts ahead of him;
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but, here, he goes out in front and meets Esau
face-to-face.
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Jacob, having been conquered by God, now had
new courage to face his past sins.
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Having been conquered by God, Jacob now had
new strength to go and face his brother.
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In our reconciliation, we often forget the power
of God that is working in others.
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Let me tell you something about not resolving
past conflict and sin.
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The problem with past conflict and bitterness is
this:
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if past conflicts are not dealt with, they do not
go away. They go underground;
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and, when past conflicts and sin go
underground, they can poison the soil and they
can hurt a whole lot of people.
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My listening friend, I want to tell you that
restitution is not easy.
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Bearing the fruit of repentance is not easy.
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Facing past sins can give you a horrible feeling
in the pit of your stomach;
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but, when you do it in Jesus’ name,
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when you do it in Jesus’ power and for Jesus’
sake,
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you will have all the strength you need because
God will go ahead of you and prepare the other
person.
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Somebody may say, “Well, what if the person I
have wronged refused to forgive me?”
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That is not your problem. That’s their problem.
TRASRARI )L T, RS2 AATTHY i) L
That is not your problem. That is their problem
with God.
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Repentance involves costly obedience, not
merely repeating some words;
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and that is why genuine repentance has such a
powerful impact on others.
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When Esau saw his brother’s true humility and

confession and repentance, he was
overwhelmed;
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and, so, instead of killing him, he ran to him
and embraced him.
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He fell on his neck and kissed him.
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My listening friend, I want to tell you
something very important.
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Asking for forgiveness will remove the
shadows that are hanging over you.
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Asking for forgiveness will restore you to full
spiritual health;

TR R U R e SR A i 15 21 58 42 1) e
25

and asking for forgiveness will also bring you
answers to your prayers.
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Unconfessed sin will always hinder answers to
your prayers.
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The psalmist said in 66:18,
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“If I cherish a sin in my heart, God will not
answer me.”
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Listen carefully, my listening friend, as we
conclude.
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At the end of this broadcast, take a moment and
examine yourself.
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What sin do you need to confess?
GF, VRAWBLEIE R EARIN?
To God?
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To a spouse?
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To a father or mother?
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To a son or daughter?
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To a co-worker or a neighbor?
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Today, make the decision to make that phone
call or make that visit.
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Whatever it is, decide today to make restitution;
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and God’s spirit will go before you and prepare
the way.
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Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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