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SHORTCUTS AND BACKTRACKING - Part 3
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Hello, listening friends.
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I am so glad you tuned in to listen to the rest of
this story from the Book of Ruth.
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I want to tell you that all of us go through
seasons of struggles and testing.
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Some of you may be going through this season
right now.
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Regardless of your prayer life and consecration
to God, adversity will come to all of us.
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These seasons in life are there for a purpose.
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We cannot pray away God’s seasons.
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The seasons of struggles are meant to destroy
our pride in our abilities.
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The seasons of struggle are meant to enforce
our dependence on the sufficiency of our God.
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The seasons of struggle are meant to bring us
closer to the Lord.
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When the wind of winter blows on our
circumstances, we cling to God even more.
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We may not like the blinding wind and the icy
grip of winter season,
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but there is always a reason for these temporary
inconveniences.
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There are some things in life that we are meant
not to instantly change.
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We are meant to live with them.
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Like the tree in the forest,
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the frost of winter covers it on the outside;
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but, on the inside, the tree silently refurbishes
its strength, preparing it for its next season of
fruitfulness.
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Please listen to what I’'m going to tell you. It’s
very important.
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Temporary setbacks are meant to be an
opportunity, not for fretting, but for fresh
commitment and renewal.
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In fact, if you look back at your life, you’re
going to discover that there are distinct seasons.
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There are seasons of sunshine, as well as rain.
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There are seasons of blessings, as well as
blasting.
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There are seasons of fruitfulness, as well as
seasons of dryness.
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Many times, we have appreciated these seasons;
while other times, we do not;
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however, each season has its own purpose.
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You may have heard the saying that goes like
this:

WVFR W i 1 IX A — A2

“Patience is a tree whose root is bitter, but its
fruit is sweet.”
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One of the most common mistakes that

Christians make is that they make permanent
decisions based on temporary circumstances.
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That was not Naomi’s mistake.
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She received the only cure for her comfort
without God.
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She took the only cure to the consequences of
shortcuts.
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She went home again.
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Although she experienced bitterness,
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and asked people to call her “Mara,”
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she, herself, did not become bitter,
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because she put her hope and trust in God in the
winter of her life.
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She knew that the winter of her life one day

would give way to the sunshine of God’s
redemption.
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She realized that the frost of her pain would one
day give way to the warmth of God’s
deliverance.
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She believed that the God who allowed her and

her family to suffer the consequences of their
shortcuts was also the God of second chances.
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Turn with me to the Book of Ruth, Chapter 2.
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You will find that Naomi and Ruth go back

home and Ruth goes out to work for a very
small wage;
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but, supernaturally and providentially, she ends

up in the executive dining room with the
executives, having lunch;
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and that is the summary of Chapter 2,
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because I want to get to Chapter 3 very quickly,
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because in Chapter 3, you will begin to see the
hand of God working an appointment with
destiny.
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God does everything by appointment.
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God will bring to pass all of His promises in
your life.
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God is never one second late or one second
early.
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God is always on time.
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You and I must always remember that an
appointment is a meeting already set up.

RIEHARFNIE, P 2t FuAEn.



52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

Even when the tempestuous winds are blowing
in your face, God has already prepared a way of
escape.

RIS EAE R 2 v, pf A R T T —A
ﬁm?% o
The day you said, “Yes” to Jesus, you have an

appointment with destiny and God always
keeps His appointments.
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When Naomi was going through her
indescribable pain and loss and grief,
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God was working out an appointment with

destiny.
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When Naomi was going through her frosty
winter,
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God was preparing her for the warmth of His
sunshine.
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Your blessings may not come in the way you
thought they should come;
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but, when God is in charge of your life, rest
assured, He will keep His appointment.
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God always synchronizes His answer to
accomplish His purpose.
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Once, I was flying home from a trip, but the
plane could not land on schedule.
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Apparently, the air controller must have
instructed the pilot to wait in the air.
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Oh, what a strange place to wait--
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in the air!
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But, you see, the air controller has to
synchronize the landing schedule.
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The captain announced that we were going to

assume a holding pattern until further
instructions from the air controller.

DA FIRE UL, FRAT T 0 5 rh A5 i R4
FEHE4 .
Some of you may have been instructed to be in

a holding pattern until further instruction from
God,
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and you don’t like it;
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but God is synchronizing the working of things
out for your appointment.
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In Ruth, Chapter 3,
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we see God synchronizing His plan to turn
Naomi and Ruth’s despair into hope.
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God will replace their shattered dreams with a
kinsman-redeemer.
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God will replace all the years that had been
eaten by the locusts.
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God will give them one of the greatest
blessings recorded in history,
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and what a kinsman-redeemer God prepared for
them!
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The best kind that you would want.
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Let me tell you that the best of earthly
matchmakers could not have pulled this off.
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When you trust Him, God is the best
matchmaker you will ever know.
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He will match you with blessings.

Mo LR AR AT 2 53l A IR AR

He will match you with people;
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with opportunities.
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He will match you with healing.
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He will match you with joy and peace
unspeakable.
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When Naomi discovered that the man who
showed kindness to Ruth was a kinsman-
redeemer, and also happened to be a wealthy
landowner in Bethlehem,
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she knew at that point that this is a match made
in Heaven.
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Literally, it was made in Heaven.
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I am convinced that, beyond marrying for
money, Naomi knew that Boaz’ character was
to be trusted completely.
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Look at Chapter 3, verses 2, 4 and 18.
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Naomi, who lived through the pain of shortcuts,
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knew that these two, Boaz and Ruth, were a
real match.
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Naomi, who learned from the pain of failure
and compromise,
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she knew that Ruth and Boaz shared a common
moral excellence and loyalty and character.
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You must remember that for Naomi to try to

broker marriage for her widowed daughter-in-
law, Ruth, was perfectly normal.
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As you know, back in those days, parents
match-made their children’s marriage.
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The parents got together
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and they talked about the weaknesses and the
strengths of their children,

ABATTR L5 AR L A IR R i i

and they chose their marriage partners.
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Naomi knew that these two had something far
more in common than the artificial things by
which we judge today.
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She knew that God was at work.
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She knew that Boaz and Ruth were excellent in
character,
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and in integrity,
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and in honesty,
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and loyalty.
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In Ruth, Chapter 3, verse 13,
FEBARL 3% 1375,

there’s something very important you must
understand.
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The morality and the character of these two is
absolutely unquestionable;
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not only that,
AL,

but the old man hesitated to propose to Ruth,
thinking that she would want to marry a
younger man.
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Boaz did not want to put Ruth on the spot,

because, in those days, she could not turn him
down.
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Look at Ruth, Chapter 3, verse 10.
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Boaz said,
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“May you be blessed by the Lord, my daughter.
You have made this last kindness greater than

the first in that you have not gone after young
men, whether poor or rich.”
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A man of his stature could not have been turned
down by Ruth, had he proposed to her.
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That is why he was happy when Ruth said, in
effect, “It’s all right to propose to me.”
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Ruth followed Naomi’s plan in complete trust
in the wisdom of the God of Naomi.
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One of the greatest characteristics of our God is
that He is the Redeemer God.

FATH R R B RPESUE . o — T
PRI

He redeemed us from the penalty of sin.
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He redeemed us from Satan’s oppression.
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He redeemed us from the mastery of sin;
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and He bought us with a price, as we will see in
the next message.
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Boaz and Ruth have a child who will become
the grandfather of King David,
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who is the pre-figure of the true Kinsman-

Redeemer, the Son of David, the Lord Jesus
Christ.
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While the story seemed to be heading toward a

happy ending in Ruth, Chapter 3, verses 12 and
13,
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there is an unexpected complication.
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Boaz, who is a man of honor and integrity,
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discovered that there is another kinsman-
redeemer who is a closer kin to Naomi’s family
than Boaz himself.
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Boaz resolved the problem honorably, legally
and with grace.
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In fact, it is grace that characterizes Boaz;
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and it is grace that characterizes our Kinsman-
Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Grace is the motive for redemption.
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Grace overrules the consequences of our
shortcuts.
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Grace makes provision for all of our needs.
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Grace is rich in resources and blessings.
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Our Kinsman-Redeemer brings us forgiveness.
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Our Kinsman-Redeemer calls us His
“children.”
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Our Kinsman-Redeemer enters with us into our
pain and suffering.
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Our Kinsman-Redeemer provides for all of our
needs.
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Our Kinsman-Redeemer never leaves us, nor
forsakes us.
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Our Kinsman-Redeemer holds us secure in the
hollow of His hands.
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Our Kinsman-Redeemer acts as a fortress and a
tower of strength.
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Our Kinsman-Redeemer never sleeps, nor
slumbers.
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Our Kinsman-Redeemer rides the cloud for our
help.
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Our Kinsman-Redeemer’s everlasting arms are
always underneath.
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He is our Shield.
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He is our Defense.
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He is our Protector.
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He is our Provider.
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He is our Stronghold.
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Our Kinsman-Redeemer ultimately welcomes
us at the wedding feast of the Lamb.
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When the bride is ready to meet the
Bridegroom,
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our Groom will present us to His Father on that
great day without a wrinkle or spot.
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That is our Kinsman-Redeemer, the Lord Jesus
Christ.
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Do you know Him?
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Have you committed your life to Him?
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Have you received Him as your Kinsman-
Redeemer?
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He’s your only hope for Heaven.
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I pray that you will come to Him.
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Until we meet again, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.

af, BATRRATH AR, AR iR 2y

(e



