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SHORTCUTS AND BACKTRACKING - Part 4

Hello, listening friends. We are glad you have
joined us once more.
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We are going to complete this series of
messages from the Book of Ruth.
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It has been a beautiful journey of seeing the
grace of God at work.
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I am convinced, the older I become, that the

difference between those who live a productive
life and those who don’t, is their perspective.
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If your perspective on life is that God can take
and use unlikely people with unlikely means to

accomplish great and mighty things in and
through their life,
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you will live a life that is above temporary
setbacks.
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You will live a life that is too busy to wallow in
SOITOW.
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You will live a life that is too good to be wasted
on bitterness.
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You will live a life that is too high to be
covered with the mud of self-pity.
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You will live a life that is too active to be
slowed down by the cynics and the critics.
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You will live a life that is too expectant to
allow time for the delay of the detractors.
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You will live a life that is focused on what God
can and will do, instead of a life that is spent in
doubt and double-mindedness.
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Your perspective will make all the difference in
the world.
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Naomi’s perspective on her God gave her hope
in the midst of her shattered dreams.
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Naomi’s perspective on her God.
SR HAP S

gave her immunity toward bitterness, although

she experienced much bitterness and
disappointment in her life.

BARM— A T VR R B, H D
IEEA, A OB

Naomi’s perspective on God led her to trust in
God’s provision.

SEORAPER A, Al A5 A 1 fAE N

Her trust in the province of God pulled her out
of the bleak moments of despair.
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Naomi’s perspective on her God ultimately led
her to the joy of nursing King David’s
grandfather, baby Obed.
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I want to speak to you personally.
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Can you learn from Naomi’s perspective?
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Let me remind you about the previous
broadcasts on the Book of Ruth.
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We saw how Naomi’s husband, Elimelech, led
the family into shortcuts.
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We saw that shortcuts, in the spiritual realm,
lead to temporary comfort,
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followed by inevitable consequences,
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to which there is only one cure;
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then, we saw how God operates by appointment
during life’s holding patterns.
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We saw how our Kinsman-Redeemer spreads

His cover over us and redeems us from sin and
from the consequences of sin;
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and we are going to conclude by looking at the
eternal perspective.
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In Ruth, Chapter 4,

TEBE IS 4 5,

we see Boaz and Ruth get married,
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and they have a son,
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and they name him, “Obed,”
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which means, “the servant of the Lord.”
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From the pain of sin and rebellion in Moab
comes Obed.
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From the grief and the sorrow of spiritual
shortcuts comes the father of Jesse.
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From the broken pieces that were put together
after repentance comes the grandfather of
David.
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From the hurt and the grief of disobedience that
followed by turning back to God and God’s

people comes the physical ancestors of the Lord
Jesus Christ, the Son of David.
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Throughout my life, I have encountered many
detractors,
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many nay-sayers,
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many a “doom” prophet;
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and, I have to testify to you that, if it were not

for the incredible, unbelievable, unexplainable
and undeserved grace of God,
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probably, I would not be talking to you today;
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and I know that some of you can testify to that
today;
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and the picture only becomes clear when you
get to Chapter 4 of the Book of Ruth --
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a picture that this endangered family, named

“Elimelech,” from the little town of Bethlehem
in Judah,
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is really all about the previous generations in
the life of that nationally famous leader, King
David.
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It is a picture of a godly woman who thought, at
one point, that it was all over for her;
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but God turned it around and placed her name
in His Holy Book for thousands of generations
to blessed by her.
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What God did for Naomi, He can do for you,
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especially those of you who may have given up
hope,
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especially those of you who may have let go of
your dream,
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especially those of you who have lost your joy,
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you who may have allowed bitterness to drown
you,
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you who may have allowed fear to possess you,
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you who may have allowed doubt to choke you,
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you who may have allowed worry and anxiety
to devastate you,
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you who may have allowed sin to rule over you,
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you who may have allowed Satan to walk all
over you,

W, ARUERUE EES ORI A

you who may have allowed the devil to
intimidate you,
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you who may have allowed despair to be your
companion,
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you who may have allowed discouragement to
blind you.
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All of you who are Naomis out there,
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I want to tell you that Naomi’s God is your God.
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God is able to give you an Obed to sit in your
lap.
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Look at Ruth, Chapter 4, verse 16.
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The Bible said Naomi took the child and laid
him to her bosom and became his nurse;
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and, in verse 17 of Chapter 4,
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it says that “...the women of the neighborhood
gave him a name saying, ‘A son has been born

to Naomi,” and they named him, ‘Obed.” He
was the father of Jesse, the father of David.””
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Have you noticed something here?
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Obed was Ruth’s son.
AT ILT.

Oh, but he is as much Naomi’s son as he was

Ruth’s.
EAFIR, R ILT.

How come?
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Because Ruth plugged into Naomi’s faith.
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Obed was as much Naomi’s son, because Ruth
was loyal to Naomi.
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Obed was as much Naomi’s son, because Ruth
was loyal to Naomi’s faith and to Naomi’s God;
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and God blessed them both.
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Please listen to what I’'m going to tell you, as |
conclude, very carefully.
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It is only when you plug into God’s anointing
and God’s anointed that you will be truly
blessed.
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When you plug into the Lord Jesus Christ, you
will only be blessed.
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There are no other blessings away from Him.
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The New Testament tells us that, in Jesus Christ,
we are blessed with every spiritual blessing in
the heavenly place;
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and it is my prayer that, if you do not know
Him in a personal way, you will come to know
Him.
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Until we meet again, I wish you God’s richest
blessings.
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