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FROM RUBBLE TO REJOICING - Part 9
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Hello, listening friends.
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We are delighted that you tuned in and
knowing that this program is a blessing to you.
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I want to thank all of you who have written to
us,
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and I hope that more of you would write and let
us know how this program is helping you.
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I want to begin by telling you a story that
comes from a very ancient culture.
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At a certain age, young males had to go alone
into the wilderness.
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They had to go to a place of complete solitude.
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Each had only to rely on his wit, a knife and a
blanket to survive.
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It was a rite of passage into manhood.
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One such youth hiked into a beautiful valley.
A FFERB LW LA,

This valley was green with trees and lush with
beautiful flowers.
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There, he fasted;
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but, on the third day, as he looked up at the
surrounding mountains,
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he noticed one tall, ragged peak capped with
dazzling snow.
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He said to himself, “I am going to test myself
against that mountain;”
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so, he threw his blanket over his shoulder and
set off to climb the peak.
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When he reached the top, he stood on the rim of
the world.
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He could see forever and his heart swelled with
pride.
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“I have made it,” he said;
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then, he heard the rustling at his feet.
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and when he looked down, he saw a snake;
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and the snake said to him,

LK (LRI

“I am about to die.”
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“It is too cold for me here and I'm freezing.”
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“There is no food and I’m starving.”
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“Put me under your shirt. Take me down to the
valley.”
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“No,” said the young man.
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“I am forewarned about you.”
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“I know your kind.”
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“You are poisonous.”
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“If I pick you up, you will bite and your bite
will kill me.”
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“Not so,” said the snake,
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“I will treat you differently.”
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“If you do this for me, you will be special. I
will not harm you.”
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After resisting for a while,
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the youth found his snake to be very persuasive;
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so he tucked the snake under his shirt and
carried it down to the valley;
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then, he laid it gently on the grass;
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but, suddenly, the snake coiled and leaped,
biting him on the leg.
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“But you promised!” cried the youth as he lie
dying;
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but the snake said to him as it slithered away,

o — 1A eE —IL i,

“You knew what I was when you picked me
up.”
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My friends, Nehemiah’s dealings with enemy is
quite a contrast to this story of this young man.
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Nehemiah’s model of leadership makes us stop
and take notice.
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Whether you are an important person, or young,
or just starting your career,
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Nehemiah’s leadership is relevant to you.
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If you are a parent or a teacher,
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Nehemiah’s leadership is relevant to you;
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and, if any of you is joining this broadcast for
the first time,
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I want you to know that we are in the middle of
a series of messages from the book of
Nehemiabh;
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but before we look at the 6™ Chapter of
Nehemiah, I want to summarize the last few

passages.
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Nehemiah was comfortable as cup-bearer to the
King of Persia.
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He was a man who was born and grew up in
exile.
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God favored him and gave him the King’s ear,
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and Nehemiah heard the call of God.
JEe A KW B R4,

He saw the need and he became part of the
solution.
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He relied on the power of God,
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and Nehemiah said in effect,
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“God, if You equip me and send me, I will go
to Jerusalem.”
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So, with the King’s blessings, he returned to
Jerusalem and began to rebuild the wall of the
city.
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He relied on the direction of God.
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He said in effect,
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“God, if Your face goes before me, I will go
and reflect Your glory;”
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thus, Nehemiah returned and saw the awesome
task ahead;
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but he kept his eyes on God’s vision,
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and he challenged the people saying, “Let’s rise
and build.”
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During the building program, Nehemiah
experienced all kinds of opposition.
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Some of his enemies were subtle. Some were
not very subtle.
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Attacks were launched upon him in order to
destroy the building effort.
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He faced ridicule, slander, intimidation and
manipulation.
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He faced lies, treachery and fraud.
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He faced a financial crisis of great proportions;
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but, by keeping his eyes focused on God, the
building continued.
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and, here, in Chapter 6, we find the work
almost finished;
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however, his enemies were not finished.
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His enemies finally decided that if they could
not destroy the work,
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they would endeavor to destroy the worker.
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Now, if you have a Bible, please turn to
Nehemiah, Chapter 6, beginning at verse 1.
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Nehemiah 6:1.
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The first way his enemies tried to destroy him

was by trying to entice Nehemiah to
compromise.
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Now that the job wasn’t quite finished yet,
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but the walls were up,

R TRl RVA e

but the gates have not yet been hung on the
Temple.
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Some of you listening may know all about
these last minute problems in building projects.
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The project was still vulnerable if they could
discredit the leader.
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Right at that point, Sanballat and Geshem sent
Nehemiah a message.
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They sent four messages to be exact.
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They said, “Let’s get together.”
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“Let’s negotiate.”
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“Let’s discuss this.”
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“Come meet with us on the plains of Ono.”
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Now, the plains of Ono are beautiful valley
were located about 20 miles north of Jerusalem.

BT ~F- e — AN SR AR LAY, KL FE HR B 3
72 LAk 20 WAL



93.

94.

95.

96.

97.

98.

99.

Now, this was very enticing for a man who had
been working hard with bricks and stones and
mortar.
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They kept at him.
ABATTAN T S 37 1A
“Listen, Nehemiah, we haven’t seen eye to eye

in the past but let’s get together and go away
for a few days and talk.”
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“Take a well-deserved vacation.”
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“Soften your hardness.”
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Ono was about half-way between Jerusalem
and Samaria;
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so, they were saying to him, “Let’s meet half-
way.”
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“Come here and let’s compromise. Come to
Ono.”
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Nehemiah heard them say, “Come to Ono,” and
he said, “Oh, no.”
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My listening friends, I want to make this very
clear.
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There are times when the right kind of
compromises can be a positive thing.
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Compromise is necessary in all kinds of
relationships.

FEAL SR AT A B2 1)

Compromise can be necessary in business
negotiations and in working out contracts.
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Compromise is something necessary between
colleagues and friends.
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There are many areas where compromise can
be very helpful and important
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Marriage is a relationship were compromise is
often necessary and valuable.
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When the matter does not affect spiritual or
biblical issues, compromise can be a positive
thing.
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When the matter does not affect moral or
ethical issues, compromise can be a positive
thing;
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but, my listening friends, what I am going to
tell you is very important.
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When it comes to the truth of the Scripture,
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when it comes to Biblical morality,
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when it comes to spiritual conviction,
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there can be no compromise.
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The Apostle Paul was very aware of the
temptation for believers to compromise,
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so he told the church, in Corinth in II
Corinthians 11:3,
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“Be careful about this distinction.”
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When you compromise moral, spiritual and

biblical principles,
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you are like the young man who put the snake
in his pocket.
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You are collaborating with the enemy.
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In Nehemiah’s case, compromise would have
been deadly.
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Compromising with the enemy has ruined more
believers than any other factor.
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In Nehemiah’s case, compromise would have
led to the destruction of the wall.
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His enemies said to him, “Come down,
Nehemiah. Let’s discuss the matter,”
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and Nehemiah said, “No.”
JeA K, Ao

He said “No” once.
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He said “No” twice,
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and he said “No” three times,
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and he said “No” four times.
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Nehemiah said,
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“I am doing a great work for God. I cannot
come down.”
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Nehemiah was not suggesting that building the
wall was a great work because he was doing it.
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No.
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Rebuilding the wall was great because God was
doing it,
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and Nehemiah was making himself available
for God.

JEA RALAE AR

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

When you are serving the Lord, Jesus Christ,
you are doing great work.
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When you are working where God has placed
you,
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whatever that work may be,
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you are serving the Lord.
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Nehemiah refused to be detoured into areas of
his own and others’ choosing.
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“I will not come down,” he said.
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As believers, we must refuse to get side-tracked
from our great work that God called us to do.
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Believers must stand by the Word of God and
do what God calls them to do.
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My listening friends, please listen carefully as I
conclude.
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There are thousands of good things that we can
be involved in,
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but we must only do what God calls us to do.
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Had Nehemiah gone to Ono,
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the whole project would have been sabotaged.
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Four times Nehemiah said, “I will not come
down.”

JeA KD, B,
“I will not give in.”
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“I will not compromise.”
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“I will not capitulate.”
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My friend, I want you to tune in next time when
we will see what other methods Nehemiah’s
enemy tried to use to destroy him;
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and, until that time, I wish you God’s richest

blessing.
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