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FROM RUBBLE TO REJOICING - Part 11
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Hello, our listening friends.
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Thank you very much for tuning in to this
broadcast.
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It is our desire that you are being blessed
through this series of messages,
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and I look forward to hearing from you,
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whether through the Internet or through the
mail;
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but, if you are joining us for the first time,
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we are nearing the end of a series of messages
on the book of Nehemiah.
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Nehemiah was the cup-bearer of the King of
Persia;
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but he obeyed the call of the Lord upon his life.
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He went back to Jerusalem and supervised the
rebuilding of the broken wall and the
restoration of the Temple.
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Although he met great resistance,
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he kept his eyes on God’s vision.
Bt E I FE AP e Al ) 7 5 L

He kept his strength in God’s power.
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Although the building project suffered from
financial problems,
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Nehemiah kept his reliance on God’s provision;
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and, as a result of God’s faithfulness, the wall
was built only in 52 days.
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Today, Nehemiah will teach us the secret of
revival and renewal among God’s people.
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For revival and renewal, God’s people must
gather together.
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They must be willing to listen to the Word of
God and obey it.
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Nehemiah had finished the building of the wall
and the gates to the Temple.
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From all appearances, things went well in spite
of the opposition and the difficulties.
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That was on the outside and the exterior
appearances;
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but Nehemiah knew deep-down that the core of
the problem was spiritual.
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He knew that a perfect wall and a beautiful
Temple could never fill the spiritual vacuum;
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but he only saw the building project as means
to an end.

AL LR,
c,

It is merely a tool and an instrument.
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What really mattered to Nehemiah was the
personal revival,
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revival that he knew in his heart would take
place after the building was finished.
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What really mattered was the corporate revival
that he saw with the eyes of faith.
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He saw the building only as a means to serving
God’s purpose,
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and that is why he said, in Nehemiah 8:10,
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“The joy of the Lord is my strength.”
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Do you want a blue-print for joy in your life?
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Do you want a formula for renewal and growth?
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Do you want to understand what it is that
makes some Christians contented and confident?
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It is the joy of the Lord.
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Nehemiah teaches us some lessons regarding
renewal and revival,
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and you’ll find these in Chapter 7 and 8 of the
book of Nehemiah.
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I hope that you have already turned your Bibles
to Chapter 7 and 8 of the book of Nehemiah.
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Here is the summary of the formula for revival.
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Number One:
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Assemble together with other believers.
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Second,

S

4

affirm the authority of the Word of God.
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Thirdly,
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adore the God of grace.
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Fourthly,
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honor God by surrendering all to Him.
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First, we are going to look at the assembling
together with other believers.
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In Nehemiah, Chapter 8, verse 1, it says,
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“All of the people gathered as one man at the
Water Gate.”
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Of course, you can worship the Lord alone just
about anywhere you want,
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but it is not the same as getting together with
other believers;
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because there is something miraculous that
happens when God’s people gather together.
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Jesus said,
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“When two or three are gathered together, I will
be there in their midst.”
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Jesus said,
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“When two or three of you agree on something,
God will answer that prayer;”
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and that is why Hebrews 10:25 says,
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“Do not forsake the assembling of yourselves
together.”
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Some of you listening today can testify to the
fact that, when you absent yourself from the
congregation of God’s people,
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your heart starts to grow cold.
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There is something precious about being

together with committed believers to hear the
Word of God.
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So, what was the purpose of gathering together
at the Water Gate?
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They were assembled to hear the Word of God.
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Ezra brought the Book of the Law and began to
read it.
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For any revival to take place in your life or in
the life of any church,
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it must begin with hunger and thirst for the
Word of God.
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Until assemblies proclaim, teach and obey the
Word of God,
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they will never experience personal and
corporate revival;
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and that is what we see happening with
Nehemiah.
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The second part of revival and renewal is the
affirmation of the Word of God.
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The Bible is not merely a good book or an
interesting book.
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The Bible is not merely an inspiring book,
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but the Bible is the authoritative Word of God;
LKA AN 15 T .

and Ezra did not only preach the Word of God,
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but he related It to them.
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Listen to verse 5.
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The people standing was in honor to the Word
of God.
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They were so awestruck with reverence to the
Word of God,
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and they gave praise and glory to God by
shouting, “Amen, amen.”
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They raise their hands up in the air in praise to
God for His Word.
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Psalm 138:2 says,
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“For you, O Lord, have magnified your word
above your name.”
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Now, my listening friends, this is very
important.
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God magnified His Word above His name.
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How can that be?
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A man’s name is as good as his word.
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God’s name, God’s character, God’s nature are
as good as His Word.
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His name is as good as the Word of God Itself.
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That is why the Bible is a perfect book.
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The Bible is not a human book that needs
editing or modifying.
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The Bible has a perfect answer to every
situation in our lives.
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The Bible is pure and without contradiction.
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God promised to bless the faithful preaching of
His Word,
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because the ultimate preaching of the Word of

God is that we might know the God of the
Word.
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When we learn the Word of God,
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Jesus literally steps out of the pages of the book,
as it were,
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and he transforms our lives.
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for revival and for renewal;
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but we must begin with the assembling together
around His Word,
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affirming the Word as God’s authority.
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The third part of revival and renewal is
adoration of God.
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Look at verse 10.
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This day is a holy day unto the Lord.
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The people were broken by the Word of God.
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They had heard the law of God and realized
their own sinfulness.
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They had genuinely and truly repented
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and, now, it is time to adore and celebrate the
goodness, mercy and grace of God;
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and they shared it with each other and with
others.
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My listening friends, I want you to listen to
what I am going to tell you.
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Genuine sorrow over your sin will always be
followed by joy.
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You can never experience the true joy of the
Lord until you have experienced sorrow over
your sin,
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but be very careful lest the Word of God will
fall on deaf ears.
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Be very careful lest the Word of God will fall
on hard ground.
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Unless you allow the Word of God to penetrate
your heart and cause you to truly repent,
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only then can you experience the joy that
comes from repentance.

MEG Wik, RA RS R G I3 R .
Jesus said in John 16:24,
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“My word have I spoken to you that your joy
might be complete.”
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Do you have the joy of the Lord?
PR PTG AR 2

You really can’t explain the joy of the Lord.
LTI R A LAY,
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You can only experience it.
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When you adore God for His grace,
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you will experience internal contentment and
confidence in His Word.
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That internal confidence and contentment is not
dependant on your outward circumstances.
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Outward circumstances may try to steal your
joy, but they cannot.
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Why?
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Because God is the Author of your joy,
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and it comes out of His Word.
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No one or no thing can steal that from you.
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Taste and see that the Lord is good.
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The Lord, thy God, is a sun and shield.
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Psalm 19:8 says,
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“The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing
the heart.”
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Psalms 119, verse 50 says,

BFks 119 R 28 50 i

“Thy Word has revived me.”

XU ERAE T

Fourthly, and finally, the assembly honored
God by surrendering all to Him.
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In verse 9 of Chapter 8,
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this day is holy unto the Lord, our God.
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In verse 12 of Chapter 8,
B8 FE 12 YTk
all the people went their way to eat and drink;
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and, finally, in Chapter 8, verses 13 to 17,
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the people did what they were commanded to
do.
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Let’s read that passage together.
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Seven days they lived in booths;
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and, on the eighth day, there was a sacred
assembly.
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They heard, they honored and they heeded the
Word of God;
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and, finally, they were taking action by obeying
the Word of God.
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There was a consecration,
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a sitting aside, surrendering, giving up.
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The joy of the Lord and His Word now gave
them sustenance to go out and serve God and
give all to God gladly;
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but when the joy of the Lord is your strength,
you will be like Caleb.
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At 85, he said, “Give me this mountain.”
HEFT 85 Libi: “TPRIB LS
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God’s joy will give you strength to give up
everything.
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God’s joy will give you strength to surrender
everything to Him.
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My friend, I want to ask you a question.
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What is it that you want to accomplish in your
life?
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What do you want the Lord to do for you?
PR A FRA AT 42

What do you want to do for the Lord?
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Have you considered asking the Lord for one
thing,
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that the joy of the Lord be your strength?
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You can do that today.
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Just pray with me and with Nehemiah,
T T, R JE A KA 5
“The joy of the Lord is my strength.”
SEHRANTET AT 5%, AR H
Amen!
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and Amen!
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