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WHAT DID JESUS MEAN?
SECTION A 11. Ttis not just saying, “I am a follower of Jesus.”
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very hard to understand: about Jesus and agreeing with it.
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3. and that is why, today, I want to deal with one 14. Acknowledging Jesus publicly means t.h at Tam
not embarrassed to confess that Christ is my
of those hard words. Lord and Savior
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5. solet’s read that passage together. 17. even at the risk of physical injury;
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6. To understand these verses, we also need to 18. but does that mean that, if a believer lapses in
understand the verse that precedes them. faithfulness and becomes ashamed of Christ at
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8.  “Whoever acknowledges Me before men, I will 19. NO'EI
also acknowledge him before My Father in AR
Heaven, 20. Peter denied Christ three times;
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[CRANEE 21. but, when he repented, he was forgiven and
9.  but whosoever disowns Me before man, I will restored.
disown him before My Father in Heaven.” Y LS, SRS S T g AT
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and so Paul wrote to him the following words,
in 2 Timothy 1:8:
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“So do not be ashamed to testify about our

Lord...”
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but there is a world of difference in lapsing and
continually being embarrassed about your faith.
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God always forgives lapsing people.
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God is always ready to restore lapsers;
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and that is why Jesus warns us that He did not
come to bring peace on earth.
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What does He mean by that?
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Simply put, not everyone will accept Christ,
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and that will create a problem for believers in
Christ.
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Some may say, “But did not the angels say at

Jesus’ birth, ‘Peace on earth and goodwill
toward men?’
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Did not Isaiah prophesy about Jesus and call
Him the ‘Prince of Peace?’
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Did not Jesus say to His Disciples, in John

14:27, ‘Peace 1 leave with you; My peace I give
to you.
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I do not give to you as the world gives.
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Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be
afraid.’
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Did not Jesus Himself say, ‘I have told you
these things so that in Me you will have
peace...’?
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Don’t we witness to family members, neighbors
and friends about peace that God gives?
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Don’t we tell them that, when they come to

Christ, He gives them peace that passes all
comprehension?
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Don’t millions of Christians testify that the

Gospel of Jesus Christ brought them inner
peace that cannot even be explained?”
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So what’s happening here?
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What did Jesus mean by saying, “I did not
come to bring you peace, but a sword?”
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Some people may misunderstand these words
of Jesus.

A28 N AT RE2 TR MR HI R (1) 5 18

Some people may say, “If that is the case, |
don’t want to be a Christian.
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The world is full of swords and I am looking
for peace in my life.
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The world is full of anger and hatred, but I want
to live in peace.”
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So many people are weary of the stresses and
the demands of life and are searching for peace.
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Just about everyone is seeking for that inner
peace;
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0, once again, what does Jesus mean when He
said, “I did not come to bring peace, but a
sword?”
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Oh, my listening friend, if you look at these
words of Jesus on the surface,
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you have to conclude that this is the worst
advertising of all times.
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If you look at these words of Jesus on a
superficial level,
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you have to conclude that Jesus was not trying
to get people to follow Him;
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but the truth, my listening friend, is this:
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these words of Jesus have nothing to do with
inner peace.
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These words of Jesus have nothing to do with
the peace and the joy that only Jesus can give
you;
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so, what do they mean?
W2, XG4 = e ?

First, you have to understand that Jesus was not
speaking about the inner peace that only He can
give.
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Jesus was speaking to the Disciples, who had
come to know inner peace because they had
met and followed Jesus;
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and, therefore, they understood that He was not
speaking of the inner peace that only He could
give;
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and, so, what is Jesus speaking about?
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Jesus was preparing them to understand that the
very Gospel of peace that brought peace
between the Holy God and a sinful people,

HISER & EEABATTIA 1, 3XAN 7 53 IR pl R £ R
(Y N 2 R) 23 38 AT AR 5

the very Gospel of peace that brought them
inner assurance of forgiveness and joy,
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the very Gospel of peace that made peace

between two former enemies and made them
brothers and sisters,
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that very Gospel of peace will be rejected by
others;
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and those who reject the Gospel of peace will
also reject those who believe that Gospel;
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and the rejection of the Gospel of peace by

some will bring conflict between them and
those who have accepted It,
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even and especially between family members.
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How does this work?
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Those who reject Jesus will reject those who
have accepted Jesus;
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and that, in itself, will cause disturbance.
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Those who reject the claims of Jesus -- that He
is the only way to Heaven —
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will view those who accept His truth as
arrogant;
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and that will disturb the peace with them.
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Those who are too prideful to acknowledge that
only Jesus can save them,
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they will reject those who do accept Christ’s
salvation;
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and that will disturb our peace with them.

XA BAARAT T Z 18] (R AT

In other words, believers and non-believers will
be in opposition;
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and the closer non-believers are to us, the more
likely we are to feel the loss of our peace.
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When members of our family are not believers,
they may mock us.
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They may alienate us.
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Imagine if that person was your father or
mother.
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Imagine if that person is your husband or wife.
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Imagine if that person is your son or daughter.
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I want you to imagine if you had to live with
this person every single day.
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Imagine if you had to have difficult
conversation with that person every single day.

MRA] BERE RARERA AT TR AT 21 BRI o

Now, imagine if this were somebody who is
dear and near to you.
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I can’t imagine what my life would be like
under these circumstances,
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life with constant discord about my faith,
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and with constant anger, and constant

snickering and bickering, and constant needling.
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Now, my listening friend, remember that Jesus
has already given the believers inner peace,
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and no one can take that away from them,;
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and this kind of sword of separation between
those who believe and those who don’t is what
Jesus is talking about.
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This separation between believers and non-
believers creates outward loss of peace.
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In 1 Corinthians 7, the Apostle Paul says
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that the believing spouse should live with the
unbelieving spouse;
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but, if the unbelieving spouse refuses to live
with the believing spouse,
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don’t force him or her.
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Why?
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SECTION B
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First Corinthians 7:15 says for the sake of the
believer’s peace;
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and so, when Jesus speaks of His coming “not
to bring peace,”
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it is a Semitic way of expressing what is going
to be done to the believer by those who reject
the peace of Christ,
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that they will cause them to temporarily lose
their peace;
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that they will cause them to temporarily lose
their joy;
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that they will temporarily lose their serenity;
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so, the question, my listening friend, is what
should we do in the face of family opposition?
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Should we hide from those family members
who reject Christ?
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Not really.
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Just because the sword divides,
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and just because the sword cuts,
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it does not mean that we walk away from the

unbelieving family member, friend or neighbor.
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We are to keep on loving them.
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We are to keep on praying for them.
FRATE AR T AT 75

We are to keep on serving them.
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We are to keep on ministering to them.
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We are to keep on reaching out to them.
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The Apostle Paul said that the unbelieving
spouse or family member is sanctified in the
believing spouse or family member.
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What does that mean?
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It means that, somehow, when God brings to
Himself one member of the family,
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He has a plan for that whole family,
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and so, my listening friend, if God has placed
someone in your heart to pray for, fervently and
consistently,

PTEL, JoRZ A, Banfrorh—HAEA
FNBPHE

it’s an indication that God has a plan for that
person,
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and your prayer for that person is part of God’s
plan.
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In humility, therefore, we love everyone, even
those who hate us;
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and the cost of the disturbance of our peace is

nothing in comparison to the joy of seeing that
person come to Christ.
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There may be someone listening to us today
who would say,
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“I have seen that inner peace in my friend or
co-worker.
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I have watched how Christian friends so
lovingly reach out to me,
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and I don’t know why they love me.”
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They love you because of the presence of the
Lord Jesus Christ in their lives,
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and they want you to have that inner peace in
your life.
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God wants you to have that inner peace in your
life today.
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Will you open your heart to Him?
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Will you receive His peace that passes
understanding;
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and, if you are a person who is living with
disturbed peace,
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remember that Jesus Christ is your Peace.
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Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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