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THE AWESOMENESS OF GOD’S GRACE - Part 8
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Hello, listening friends.
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Thank you for tuning in and listening to this
broadcast.
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It is our desire to be a blessing to you.
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And if God has used them to bless you, please
write and tell us.
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We are in the midst of a series of messages
entitled, “The Awesomeness of God’s Grace”.
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And those of you who were listening in the last
broadcast are going to remember the three
things about the “thorns” of pain and suffering.
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Those of you who listened to the last broadcast
will remember the outline.
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I also listed the sufficiency of the grace of God
to overcome these thorns.
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But let me refresh your memory.
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Number One —
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Satan is the manufacturer of all thorns.
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Number Two —
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God’s grace is able . . . to take away the sting.
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Number Three —

;Fv‘:"

God’s grace brings roses out of thorns.
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Let’s look at these three things in more details.
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Ist — Satan is the manufacturer of all thorns.
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In II Corinthians 12:7,
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Paul said that his thorn was a message from
Satan!
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One of the cruelest things to do to a person who
is suffering through no fault of their own,
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is to be like Job’s comforters.
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Job’s comforters kept on saying:
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“You must have a sin tucked away
somewhere.”
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“You must not have confessed all of your sins.”
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But Job replied:
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“I have searched all of the closets clean.”
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“I have confessed sins I haven’t even
committed.”
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“I have done all that is humanly possible.”
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But Job’s friends insisted:

(R R AT M 3



30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

“Well, there must be something that you are not
confessing.”
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On the other hand, there are those who tell you:
“Just pretend that everything is all right.”
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“Don’t confess that you have a problem and
you won’t have it.”

“HEORINRAT R, PR AN AT ),
“Pretend that it is not really what it is.”
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We must be honest in calling evil evil.
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We must be honest in calling illness illness.
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We must be honest in calling suffering
suffering.
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We must be honest in calling pain pain.
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It is wrong to gloss over evil, pain and
suffering, and call it something else.
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Why?
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Because the author of all sufferings is Satan
himself,
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and Satan would love to cause Christians to
suffer.
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Satan is the manufacturer of all thorns.
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Secondly,

St

L S

God’s grace takes away the sting.
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In the dark hour, when Jesus died on the cross,
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Satan was celebrating.
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Satan appeared to have triumphed.
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Satan rejoiced all night long.
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Evil seemed to have succeeded.
B3I T .

Evil seemed to have gained the upper hand.
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But the celebration was short lived.
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The celebration was short sighted.
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Why?
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Because God was planning the resurrection.
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Because God was bringing good out of the
greatest evil that could have ever happen.
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Don’t let whatever thorn Satan throws at you
get you down.
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Don’t let Satan torment you to the point of not
believing that, God is bringing good out of the
bad.
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Don’t get to the point of thinking that Satan is
greater than the grace of God.
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Don’t permit Satan to convince you that God
doesn’t love you enough to give you enough
grace for the moment.
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When Paul saw how God was using Satan’s
thorn for His glory,

el e K N CEN R P S ATR LIPS
e,
Paul was able to rejoice.
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When Paul saw the hand of God working in his
thorn,
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his eyes lifted away from the thorn and onto the
throne.
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When Paul understood what God was doing
with the thorn,
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Paul stopped focusing on the thorn and began to
focus on the sufficiency of the grace of God.
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Paul prayed 3 times for the removal of the thorn
but God said:
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“I will take away the sting of the thorn.”
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Paul prayed 3 times for the taking away of the
thorn but God said:
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“When you focus on Me and My strength and

My power and My grace, you won’t even feel
the goading of the thorn.”

SERBAR, R R R
B, R R 2 BRI 25

Paul was enjoying that his prayers were
answered.
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Not the way that he asked for,
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or in the same way he would have liked.
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But the Lord showed Paul how He was using
the thorn for His glory.
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How was God using the thorn for God’s glory?
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Paul knew that he had so many visions and
revelations that could have filled him with too
much pride.

REFNIE H CATVF 2 WA LR R R AR
NIRRT HE S A R B

And Paul knew it!
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And that is why the Lord said:
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“I am using what Satan meant for evil to bring
good out of it.”
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“l am using what Satan meant to torment you to
bless you and bless others.”
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“What Satan wanted to use to destroy you, will
bring glory to My name.”
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J oseph was unjustly hated by his brothers.
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They sold him into slavery.
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Then in Egypt, he was falsely accused and there
he gets unjustly imprisoned again.
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But what God was doing all along was using
this thorn in his flesh to bless him and his entire
race.
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Whatever those thorns are that are causing you
suffering right now,
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God can use them to bless you right now.
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Whatever thorns may be goading you right
now,
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God is using them for your own protection.
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Whatever thorns you may be weary of right
now,
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God’s grace will take away the sting.
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All thorns are manufactured my Satan.
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God promised to take away the sting.
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Thirdly — God’s grace brings a rose from the
thorns.
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Did you notice that Paul did not ask for grace?
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He was doing what you and I do.

ARARIREE—FF

Namely saying, “Lord, remove this. Lord,
remove it now!”
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But God gave him grace anyway.
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What does grace mean in this scripture text?
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Here grace is the all-necessary strength to praise
God in spite of the thorns.
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Here grace is the spiritual power to be able to
live triumphantly in spite of the thorn.
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Here grace is the spiritual ability to be able to

see the rose that is blossoming, in the midst of
the briar patch.
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Why?
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Because without grace, we could never triumph
over Satan’s torment.
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Because without grace, we could never rejoice
in the midst of the hurt.

U BAT B, A TGVE AT o 3 R

You see, God’s grace not only saves us but it
also sustains us.
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God’s grace is always sufficient to more than
meet the need of the hour.
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My listening friends let me ask you this:
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How can you explain the sufficiency of the
grace of God if you have no thorns?
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How would you know it?
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How will you testify to the grace of God?
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God’s grace cannot be manifested when we are
strong.

FRAT Ay ik S AN HE A 0 SR

God’s grace cannot be manifested when we are
self-sufficient.
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God’s grace cannot be manifested when we
think we don’t need it.
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God’s grace always shines the brightest against
the darkness of the circumstances.
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God’s grace is always displayed clearly when
we are weak.
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That is why Paul was very happy to boast about
his weaknesses so that Christ’s power rested
upon him.
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“My grace is sufficient for you.”
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Is God’s grace sufficient for you?
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If it is not,
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then it may be, just maybe you are focusing too
much on the thorn.
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Perhaps you cannot see the rose of His grace
developing in you.
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If that is the case, let your prayer be:
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“Lord, help me to take my eyes off the thorn
and put them on the throne.”
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And he will answer your prayer.
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And when he does, write to us and tell us.
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Until next time, I pray for God’s richest
blessing.
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