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Hello, listening friends.
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We are delighted you tuned in today.
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Today, we are going to start a new series of
messages called, “Blessed to be a Blessing,”

Aﬂﬂﬂyﬂﬂz 1#4 METRI RSB - JE
D FEEIG A

and it comes from the writing of I Peter.
X5 B B AE R -

Before we start, I want to ask you an important
question
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Have you ever experienced God to be stripping
you of some thing or someone important in your
life?
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Has the Lord ever taken away something that
you thought was your security?

ARG BRI PR » EEIMIRA A
BT

Have you ever felt that you lost something that
you thought to be your identity?
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What do I mean by this?
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There are things or people in your life that are so
intertwined with your identity,
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we feel that, if we ever give them up, we will
never be the same;
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and, then, when the Lord begins to work in our
lives,

PRI > S EOE A 1Y 2 A hed

He starts taking those things away.
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When the Lord starts pulling that security
blanket away from us, we feel the hurt;
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but, then, later, we see that God had a higher
purpose in what He’s doing.
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Have you ever felt that you have placed your
confidence in someone, like your spouse or your
child,
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or, have you placed your hopes in something
like achievements or higher education?
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Have you ever placed your whole confidence in
any of these things
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and, then, has something happened that stripped
these things away?
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I have had such experiences,
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and, today, I’'m going to talk to you from both
the voice of experience and the Word of God.
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If you are ever going to do something
worthwhile for God,
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you will experience the stripping away of the
source of your confidence.
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You know that, when the stripping takes place,
you do one of two things.
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You try to hold on your source of pride and your
comfort more tenaciously,
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or, you cry out to God with words like, “God,
don’t take that from me.”
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Almost always, whenever that happens in our
lives,
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we have a hard time seeing our stripping as a
blessing.
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It is only later on that we look back with the eyes
of faith, not sight, and see the hand of God.
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There is one thing about God stripping you of
your source of security,
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whatever that source of security may be.
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It is because God wants to build you up with His
security.
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That is always the purpose of God.
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God wants to build you up in having your
confidence placed in the right place,
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and, today, I want to tell you about how God did
this to a man called Peter.
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You will not understand the epistle of I Peter
until you understand Peter, the man;
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so, let’s look at Peter, the man, and see him in
the Word of God.

BLLEBA DES g - SREE 2
W

EREH—

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

Peter, the man, is a rich study of a person who
Jesus systematically and consistently stripped of
all the things that gave him confidence.
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Jesus stripped Peter of all the things that gave
him outward courage.
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Jesus stripped Peter of all the things that gave
him the feeling of self-adequacy.
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Jesus stripped Peter of all the things that put his
pride in the wrong places and on the wrong
things.
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Why?
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Let me tell you a personal story.
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I remember, when I was a young man,
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I was going through one of those difficult times.

H I e — B AR RO HE AT 1

I asked an older and wiser man why this was

happening to me.
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He said to me, “It is because God loves you so
much.”
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I remember saying to myself at that time,
B LA T

“I wish He did not love me that much.”
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That was a foolish response on my part,
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but I was younger then and I had to learn the
lesson that Peter learned.
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Why would Jesus strip away everything that
gave Peter courage and self-confidence?
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Why would He take away Peter’s security?
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Jesus removed Peter’s false confidence in order
to build him up as a man who had confidence in
God alone.
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God did it to me in order to build me up as a man
who has confidence only in God,
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and God will do it to you in order to build you up
as a man or a woman of God whose confidence

is in God alone.
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The Lord has repeated that experience in my life
several times,
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but I'll never forget, at the age of 21,
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when I was standing under the blue sky of a
foreign country,
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I did not know anybody.
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Absolutely no one!
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And I knew in my heart that no one knew where
I was except the Lord.
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Here I was, thousands of miles away from all of
my security.
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I was thousands of miles from all of my family
and friends.

FroE N ACEET B 291

I was thousands of miles from all of the familiar
surroundings that I’ve ever had,

el R FT AR ARAE T 251 -

and I stood there all alone.
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I had absolutely nothing and nobody except the
Lord,
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and I heard the voice of the Lord whispering in
my ear,
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“Michael, when you got Me, you got
everything!”
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Today, many years later,
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that experience and that knowledge has been an
incredible blessing in my life.
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understood after 3 and 1/3 years in fellowship
with Jesus.
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You could never understand the first epistle of
Peter until you understand Peter, the man, who
was remodeled, rebuilt and reconstructed.
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Peter’s name occurred in all 4 gospels.
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In fact, Peter’s name occurs more times in all of
the gospels than any of the other apostles.
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Peter spoke more often than all of the other
apostles put together.
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In fact, Peter more boldly confessed Christ than
all of the other apostles.
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Peter interrupted, interfered with, intruded on
and tempted Jesus more than any of the others,
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and Peter was rebuked far more than all of the
others.
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If you really want to know a little bit about
Peter’s personality,
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try to think of someone who is independent.
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Try to think of someone who is the kind of
person who is an expert on almost everything.
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While I was studying about this kind of person
that Peter was,
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I was reminded of this story.
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There was once a man who was always bragging
about what a great sharp-shooter he was.
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He was a duck hunter.
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Now, one day, he went hunting and took a quiet
friend with him.
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As they were walking along looking for ducks to
shoot,
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he was talking on and on and on.
fill— BRI

He told his friend that no duck ever got away
from him.
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He told his friend that he was a good marksman.
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He told his friend that he never missed a shot,
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and, while he was bragging, a duck flew by.
IE 2 fth BG4 E i » —H g+t

He took aim and fired,
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but the duck flew away unscathed.
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He stopped for a minute and then he said to his
friend,
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“My friend, you are now witnessing a miracle.”
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“There flies a dead duck.”
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Peter was first introduced to the Lord Jesus by
his brother, Andrew.
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Andrew was his younger brother and he was
much quieter than Peter.
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Andrew was the very opposite of Peter.
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Andrew comes home one day and is
uncharacteristically ecstatic.

H—RLZEMERF — RE SR Ek 7 e
He said, “Peter! Peter, we have found Him.”
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“You have got to come and see Him. We have
found the Messiah!”
R—EEHE » T HERIEAL 1 !

What do you think the kind of person that Peter
was would have been thinking right now?
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Peter probably thought to himself,
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“Well, if the Messiah is here, then sooner or
later, He will come to me for advice.”
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Do you know people like that?
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Peter probably have been thinking that the
Messiah will need his help.

RATRED A > SRTE AL T ZA R F B -

Can’t you just hear Peter saying, “Oh yes, God
can do anything but, normally, it takes someone
like me to help God out,”

IR i ] DAY 2510 - A8 > 2 TCATA
RERY » {ELIE #0075 B R IX R AR AR A -
and that is why, throughout these 3 and 1/3
years,
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Jesus had to strip Peter down of his false
self-confidence.
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Why did Jesus strip him of all his
self-confidence?
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So that He may build him up to be a powerhouse
for God.
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Please listen carefully to what I am going to tell
you.
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Nobody can be a powerhouse for God,
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no one can be effective for God,
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if they have false confidence.

AERAAT MRS BB B (5L o

Jesus stripped Peter down in order that He may
build him up in God’s confidence.
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Let me give you several incidences to show you

the systematic way that the Lord Jesus was
working on Peter.
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It is my prayer that God will teach us all this
very important lesson today.
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I pray that you will surrender and not resist.
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Where were Peter’s places of security?
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They were in two basic areas.
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First,

B>

he had confidence in his expertise of the sea and
fishing;
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and, second,
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Peter had outward courage and self-adequacy;
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and Jesus honed in on these two areas in Peter’s
life like laser-beam.
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You will find this first story in Luke, Chapter 5,
verses 1 to 11.
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Peter was fishing all night and caught nothing.
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Normally, when fishermen are working such
hard physical labor all night like this,
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throwing out the nets and drawing them in and
finding nothing in them,
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and they keep doing this all night long,
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then, they get home in the morning completely
weary.
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This is what Peter had been doing all night and
he was exhausted,
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but as he got back to shore in the early hours of
the morning,
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he saw a large crowd to whom Jesus was
preaching.
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Instead of going home to sleep, he stopped to
hear Jesus.
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After preaching, Jesus saw a couple of boats that
belonged to Peter.
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Jesus got into the boat and said to Peter, “Let’s
go into the middle of the lake.”
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What do you imagine Peter was thinking?
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Peter did what the Lord commanded,
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but probably Peter was embarrassed
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because good fishermen were never seen in the
lake in the middle of the day;
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but he went along anyway.
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Then, in the middle of the lake, Jesus said,
“Okay, Peter, throw your nets.”

27 WL - HEERL - 1505 - BRAE T RE !
By that time, what do you think Peter was
thinking?
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“Okay, Jesus, I went along with You for the ride,
but for me to throw the nets at high noon is
foolishness.”
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“I am embarrassed enough to be seen in the
middle of the lake at high noon.”
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“Now, You want me to look like a fool and fish
in the middle of the day!”
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“Lord, you have to understand. I have a
reputation to protect.”
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“After all, I have a name to live up to.”
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Let me ask you a question.
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Have you been where Peter was?
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Have you ever thought that you knew more than
the Lord?
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Have you ever been where the very point of your
knowledge is challenged by God?
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Have you ever been where the very essence of
your self-confidence is challenged by God?
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Have you ever been tempted to either scoff or
resist both?
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Some of you know the rest of the story.
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They caught so many fish that the boat was
going to sink.
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They caught more fish than they could carry.
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In fact, they caught enough fish to fill two boats.
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This was Peter’s first stripping down.
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His first lesson hit him hard at the point of his
confidence.
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What was Jesus doing?
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He was making sure that, when Peter becomes a
powerhouse for God,
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his self-boasting would be completely under the
control of the Holy Spirit of God.
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Please tune in next time to hear about Peter’s
second stripping-down.
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We will see the stripping of Peter’s puffed up
courage.
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We will see Peter’s reaction when he and his

friends are threatened by a ferocious storm at
sea.
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Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessings.
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