(KEg M) SLEHH X

HEBRE (2)
BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING - Part 2

SECTION A

HER

1. Hello, listening friends.
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2. We are delighted that you tuned in today.
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3. We have just started a new series entitled
“Blessed to be a Blessing”
BATRTHG T — D HRI RS E “HEHIG 2
o

4.  which is based on I Peter.

AT AR Y 2 SRS A -

5. Inorder to understand the Word of God found in
I Peter,
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6. we must first know more about Peter, the man.
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7. Peter had to lose his false sense of security.
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8.  Why?
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9.  So that he could be filled with the security found
only in God.
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10. The Lord did this by methodically stripping
Peter of his false confidence.
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11. God had to strip him of his false confidence in
the places where Peter felt completely at ease.
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12. In this broadcast, we will look at the next
episode of Peter’s stripping,
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13. and this second stripping-down is found in

Matthew, Chapter 8, verses 23 to 26.
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Peter was born a leader.
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There’s nothing wrong with that.
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Jesus didn’t have a problem with that.
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Jesus just wanted to make sure that Peter would
not become a problem leader.
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Peter had pride problems.
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Peter had self-confidence problems.
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Peter had self-adequacy problem,
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and most of these were related to water, the sea
and the fishing;
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and they were related not just to any sea, but the
Sea of Galilee.
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That was Peter’s second home.

B Z AR DK -

Half of his day was spent there,
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and that’s where Jesus encounters him again and
again.
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This is how the story begins.
HFH TR 2 IX Y

The disciples all get in the boat.
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Most likely was one of Peter’s family fishing
boats.
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This was Peter’s place of confidence and
adequacy and boasting,
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and no sooner than they got into the boat,
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when one of those well-known wind storms that
the Sea of Galilee is known for begins to rage,
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and they were all panicked.

il TR i ke

Obviously, this storm was like no other storm
they had experienced,
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but do you know who panicked the most?
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Can you guess who yelled out to Jesus?
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You guessed it correctly. It was Peter.
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What was going through Peter’s mind, do you
think?
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He probably was thinking, “I thought I knew this
lake like the back of my hand.”

R ATREM AR » FLUN N X — i B4
THEET

“I thought I was an expert in this area.”
HUNFRX LK T

“I’ve never panicked before.”
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“I’m always confident.”
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‘What’s happening to me?”
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And that is the second stripping of Peter,
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and his self-confidence and courage was shaken.
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At that point, Jesus, with all the authority of the
Creator God,
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tells the storm to hush and it does.

i MR T

The storm obeyed.
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You will find the third stripping of Peter’s
self-confidence in Matthew 14:22 to 31.
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Once again, the Lord strips Peter right in the
very center of his field of expertise.
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How did this happen?
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By now, Peter has begun to learn [a] few lessons
from his previous strippings.
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By now, Peter has begun to exchange his false
self-confidence for confidence in the Lord.
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Now, my listening friends, did you notice I said,
“he began.”
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The important word here is ‘began.’
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Do you remember when you got to the highest
class in your elementary school,
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and you thought you were on top?
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When you were at the highest grade, you looked
down on other kids in the lower grades.
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Then, you went to the upper school.
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Suddenly, you are down at the bottom of the
heap again.

SRR A v H O MBI R SR S 5 T e
Do you know how that feels?
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That’s where Peter was.
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Peter had just begun.
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Peter had risen to the highest class in elementary
school,
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but, by the third episode, here he goes to the
bottom of the heap in the upper school.
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This time Jesus wasn’t in the boat,
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but He came walking on the water,
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and most of the disciples did not know if it was a
ghost.
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Peter, who had just graduated from elementary
school of faith,
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he thought now that he had learned his lesson.
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Was he right?
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He was wrong.
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Peter said,
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“Jesus, if this is you, just tell me to come and |
will walk on water.”

HRERWT | nEE(R > TEIH E MK EERIR
MHEZE -

He now had confidence in Jesus Christ.
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Do you see Peter had learned some lessons?
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Peter’s confidence in Jesus had grown to the
point of knowing that, if what he saw on the
water was the Lord,
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the Lord would empower Peter to walk toward
Him on water;
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so Jesus said, “Okay. Walk to me, Peter.”
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So Peter got up and, after taking few steps on the
water,
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he began to sink;

fRERAE UL -

and Peter’s cry is not, “Look at me, guys!” but,
instead, “Lord, save me!”
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Peter had to learn to trust in Christ’s sufficiency
and not his own self-sufficiency.
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This was stripping number three.
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I want to stop here and tell you something of
uttermost importance.
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My listening friends, please listen carefully.
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God does not enjoy seeing His children suffer
the pain of stripping.
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If an earthly mother or father hurts, suffers with
their children,
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how much more does God’s heart ache when He
sees us suffering growing pains?
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But let me tell you something important.
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God knows that you have to grow up.
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You cannot be a spiritual toddler for the rest of
your spiritual life.
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This next time, stripping of Peter is found in
Matthew 16:21 to 23.
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This has to do with false self-confidence and
outward courage.
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In other words, this has to do with the area of
boasting.
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This has to do with false self-image that we
often want to project about ourselves.
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It often has no relation to the truth about us.
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It has to do with that religious mask that we
wear.
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When Jesus was telling the disciples about His
up-coming death and crucifixion,
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guess who rebuked the Lord?
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Peter.
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It was as if he said to Jesus, “Jesus, You don’t
understand who’s company You are keeping!”
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Or “Jesus, You are with the mighty Peter and
Peter will take care of You.”
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Are there any of you listening think that you can
help God?
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Then, listen carefully,
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and learn from Peter’s false boasting.

HH WGBS L S 20

Jesus looks at Peter and says, “Peter, you are the
mouthpiece of Satan.”
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Oh, how those words must have hurt Peter!
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This is stripping number four.
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Next, we will look at the stripping down we find
in Matthew 26:33-35.
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The night of the crucifixion, Jesus was preparing
His disciples for what was coming,
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but Peter wasn’t listening.
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He was thinking while the Lord was talking and
he insisted on saying,
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“Lord, I told You I'll take care of You.”
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But Jesus looks at Peter and says,
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“Peter, a few hours from now,”
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“before the cock crows,”
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“you will deny Me three times.”
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That probably hurt Peter deeply - worse than
anything else.
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Let me speak to all of you who are Peters, both
men and women.
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God is not looking for, nor is He impressed with
your adequacy.
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God is not looking for, nor is He impressed with
your false confidence.
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God is looking for your willingness to be
stripped of all that is natural
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so that He can build you up with the
supernatural.
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That’s what God is looking for.
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I know several people who are craftsmen with
wood.
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They tell me that, when they get a piece of wood
that has a lot of varnish and paint on it,
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it is important to do something first before they
repaint it.
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The first thing that they have to do is strip the
piece of wood of the old varnish;
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then, they bring back the original grain before
they do anything to it.
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That’s what Jesus was doing to Peter and that’s
what Jesus longs to do for you and me.
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He has to strip us in order to build us up.
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Let me tell you something important.
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If you have never taken risk in your faith,
MR IEE N T EMER:

if you have never attempted something that is
impossible without God’s power to accomplish,
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then you are missing out on all that God has to
offer you.
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If you have never attempted something so
impossible that, without God’s power, it is
doomed to failure,
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then you are still living in the realm of the
natural
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and you have never experienced the spiritual, the
supernatural;
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and the problem, my listening friend, is that this
world is full of believers who are living in the
realm of the natural.
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They live like the people of the world.
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They think like the people of the world.
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They never attempt something so great for God.
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They never take risks for God
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and they sit where they feel comfortable.
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Why?
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Because they are afraid.
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They don’t want to experience the

stripping-down in order that He might build
them up.
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My listening friends, this is very important.
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Sitting in the natural and living by sight and not
by faith is miserable.
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Until you experience the supernatural power of
God in doing the impossible,
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you have not experienced God yet
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and, sure enough, before the cock crowed,
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Peter turns into a chicken and denies the Lord
three times.
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To make things worse,
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we learn, in Matthew 26:69 to 75,
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that Peter does not deny the Lord to Pontius
Pilate or to the high priest.
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Peter does not deny Jesus to someone who’s
important in society in those days,
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but Peter denies the Lord to a slave girl!

1A FE R B AE — D AN A IAZERY

In those days, a slave girl was considered to be at
the bottom of society
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and do you know what the Bible says at this
point?
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The Bible says, in Luke 22:61,
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“And Jesus turned and look straight at Peter.”
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Oh, I can tell you one thing about that look.
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Peter never forgot that look.
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I want to tell you something else about it.
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It was not a look that said, “Peter, I told you so.”
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No.
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It was the look that said,
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“Peter, I still love you and I'm ready to forgive
you. Peter, I understand.”
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How do I know it was that kind of a look?
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Because after Jesus had risen from the dead, he
appeared specially one on one to Peter.
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Why?
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Because Jesus want to say to Peter,

PR O ES R A A5 -

75.

76.

7.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

“Peter, I stripped you of all those false idols, not
to hold them against you, but to forgive you.”
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“I pulled down all these false confidences and
false adequacies, not to tear you down, but to
build you up in Me.”
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“I did these things because I love you and I want
you to do great and mighty things for Me.”
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“Peter, you have an option.”
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“You can allow self-pity and sorrow to pull you
down,”
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“or, you can move forward in My power.”
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My listening friends, I want to tell you
something very, very important.
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You can focus on what you have lost and stay
where you are,
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or, you can look straight ahead to the gain that
only God can give you.
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It is my prayer that you will look forward.
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In the next message, we will see Peter’s last
encounter with the Lord Jesus.
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Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing.
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