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BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING - Part 7
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Hello, listening friends.
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It is always a delight for us to know that you are
listening to this broadcast.
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That is why we like to hear from you.
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If you haven’t written to us already, we’d like to
hear from you;
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and, if you are listening to this broadcast for the
first time,
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we have just started a series of messages on the
first epistle of Peter.

RN IRTF LA » A B R
il -

In the last few messages, we saw how Peter was
teaching us to count our blessings,
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and we called these “the seven-fold blessings.”
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What are these blessings?
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Let me recount them for you.
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The blessing of election.
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The blessing of the new birth.
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The blessing of a living hope.
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The blessing of the inheritance that we have in
Jesus Christ.
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The blessing of God’s protection.
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The blessing of suffering for Christ’s sake,
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and, finally, Peter tells us about the blessing of
the grace of God.
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Over the next few messages, we are going to
learn how we must respond to these blessings.
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In the Bible, the role of the father is very, very
important.
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Many television programs that are showing
around the world devalue the role of fathers.
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It seems that movies and television have
declared war on godly fatherhood.
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Men in general and fathers in particular are often
portrayed as not very wise.
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In the past few decades, there seems to be an
undeclared war on fatherhood.
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My listening friends, here is the problem with
this kind of thinking.
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When the idea of manhood and fatherhood is so
distorted,
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many men will lack the most basic
understanding of what it is to be fathers in the
image of the Heavenly Father.
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This troubles me greatly.
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Even some believing men and women and
children are growing up with that distorted
image in mind.

EEREERES LM ZT » BEEX R
TGN AT

Institutions have displaced the father as a
provider for his family.
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Research is finding that the very core of our
problems in society is the declining role of the
father in the family.
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Someone said until respect for fathers is
restored,
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society will increasingly lose its sense of moral
fiber, discipline, order, and genuine love.
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If this is important to society at large,
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I want you to think how even more important it
is for believers.
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My listening friends, I want you to listen to what
I’m going to tell you very carefully.
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None of us can truly live a healthy Christian life
without proper understanding of the fatherhood
of God,
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and that’s exactly what the Apostle Peter is
saying here.
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If you have a Bible, turn to I Peter, Chapter 1,
verses 13 to 21.

WIERIRA X4 BRI E R — & 13-21
I

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

In verse 13, Peter said, “Therefore...”
13 B AL

Circle that word.
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I’m going to give you a simple, but basic,
principle of biblical interpretation.
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Whenever you see the word “therefore,”
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you must find out why that word is there for.
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“Therefore” is used for a reason.
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We will look for that reason today.
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After Peter tells us about all the blessings that
we have in Christ Jesus,
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then, the first word he uses after this is the word
“therefore.”
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Why is it there?
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Our clue is in the verses before it. That is verses
1to 12.
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Because of this seven-fold blessing.
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Therefore, you should live in a certain way.
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Out of gratitude to His seven-fold blessing,
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you should, therefore, conduct your life in a way
that is distinct from the way the rest of the world
lives.
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Out of sheer thankfulness for these things,
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therefore, your behavior must be a reflection of
your thankfulness for these things.
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Because of these blessings, therefore your
lifestyle must mirror your Blesser.
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Your lifestyle, at the very least, should mirror
your thankfulness for God’s blessings.
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Your attitude should not be ‘get the blessings,
keep the blessings,” and then ‘keep taking more
blessings.’
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No!
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Peter says that these blessings give you
responsibility.
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You are under obligation because of these
blessings.
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Obligation to live a life that is worthy of your
calling.
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Obligation to live a life that is worthy of the
name of Jesus Whom you follow.
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The word “therefore” is there for a reason.
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I told you in the past message that our salvation
is completely dependant on the grace of God.
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From beginning to end, our salvation is the
result of the grace of God.
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There are three stages for our salvation.
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The first stage
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is when we recognize that we are sinners
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and our salvation is only possible through the
death of Jesus Christ on the cross.
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The second stage
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is when we walk daily conscious of our
salvation.
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The third stage
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is when our salvation is fulfilled in Heaven,
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the day when we meet Jesus face to face in
Heaven.
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All of these three stages of our salvation are
totally dependant on the grace of God.
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To save us, God the Holy Spirit opens our
spiritual eyes
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To save us, God, the Holy Spirit, brings us under
conviction.
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To save us, God, the Holy Spirit, sustains us as
we walk with Jesus throughout our lives;
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and, then, it is God, the Holy Spirit, Who will

take us into glory and assures us of that
inheritance that we have in Christ.
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While all of these come to us by grace alone,
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yet, the recipients of these blessings

IR SR SZIX ARSI >

are under obligation to live a life of obedience.
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Our obedience to the Father is our responsibility,
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but that obedience does not spring from a
morbid sense of duty.
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It is not the kind of obedience where it says,
“I’ve got to get this over and done with.”
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That obedience does not stem from a sense of
some dreaded obligation.
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No!
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That obedience does not arise from a need for a
cumbersome, religious ritual.
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No!
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That obedience comes out of sheer attitude of
gratitude to God.
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It comes out of that place where you say, “God,
You have d © one all of this for me!”
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“Now, I want to do everything in my life in
obedience to Your Word;”
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and this attitude of gratitude manifests itself in
six different ways,
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and we’re going to look at all of these over the
next several messages.
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Here is what Peter said.
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Look with me at verse 13 to 21 of I Peter.
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In this sense of gratitude, thankfulness to God
should make us alert.
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Peter said
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live your life being spiritually alert, not asleep.
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Secondly,
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he said, in gratitude and thankfulness to God,
live your life in holiness.
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Thirdly, he said,
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in thankfulness to your Heavenly Father, live a
life in reverence to God.

PR R AT T AR » iy A B AR A A=
I
How do you show respect to God?

RT3 X ol g 2

You show your reverence to God in your
everyday life by how you walk and talk.
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Let’s look at the first one.
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In thankfulness to your Heavenly Father, be on
your guard.
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I Peter, Chapter 1, verse 13 says,
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gird the loins of your mind.
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Now, some of you might be asking,
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“What and where are the loins of my mind?”
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There’s not a scientist or a doctor in the world
that could show you the loins of your mind.
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This is a word picture.
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It is a metaphor.
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What is Peter saying?

SRR 2 5 A0E 2

In Peter’s time, people did not wear suits.
A IACHIN - A2 F LAY -
They wore long, flowing caftans.

AT IEE KA
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Back then, they wore their caftans everywhere
they went,
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but not all of the time.
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Wearing the caftan is a sign of leisure.
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It is a sign of relaxation.
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It’s a sign of taking it easy in life.
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When you are relaxed and taking it easy, a
caftan is great;
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but, if you are going to work in the field as a
farmer,
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or, if you are going to fish, like Peter did,
EBRPAT R T AL
or, if you are going to war as a soldier,
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you have to pull that garb and tuck it into your
belt so you can be free to work or fight.
» JXRE
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That kind of leisurely dress is too cumbersome
for a serious-minded worker,
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so they had to gird their loins -
AT TRA R R AT T A -

tuck their flowing robes into their belt so they
could do their work.
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Spiritually speaking, it works the same way.
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A flowing and relaxing mind is not good for
serving the Lord.
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It is not good for the life of obedience,
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and you have to pull the garb of your mind.
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You have to tuck it into your belt so you can be
free to work,
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so you can be free to fight,
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so you can be on the alert all the time.
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Spiritually speaking,

XEtEmRITm

that kind of leisure dress is too cumbersome for
a serious-minded farm worker.
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The kind of leisure dress is too cumbersome for
a serious-minded soldier.

TXFROR PR ARG 7 it RER Y 2 K R 2

That kind of leisure dress is too cumbersome to
use for work.
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It represents the flabby mind.
ERERFEALL

It is the life that just could not care less and is
careless all the time.
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It is the life that never takes the Christian faith
seriously.
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Peter is saying, from a spiritual perspective,
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it is the same way with the serious-minded
believer who must be on guard.
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The believer must tuck these flabby things out of
his mind.
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The truly grateful believer does not allow for
flabby thinking.
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A grateful Christian is careful of what he or she
reads.
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A thankful Christian is careful of what he or she
sees.
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A thankful Christian is careful of what he or she
says.
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A Christian who is counting his or her blessings
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is not easily given to the flab of compromise.
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A Christian who is counting his or her
seven-fold blessing
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is not given to indifference and self-indulgence.
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A Christian who’s counting his or her blessing
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is not given to idleness and gossip.
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A Christian who is counting his or her blessing
—MEG AR R B B LE

does not just kill time by doing nothing for God
or Christian growth;
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but the Christian who is counting his or her
blessing is always alert.
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The dress of the believer’s mind is tucked into
the belt of spiritual discipline.
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A Christian who is counting his or her blessing
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is always looking for opportunities to see to it
that others share in the blessings.
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A serious believer is always looking for ways to
be a blessing to someone else.
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A serious believer is always looking as to how to
share the Word of God with someone else.
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The serious believer, out of gratitude, does all of
that,
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and, I am sorry that my time has run out;
XK - FAIR T EEEE T

s0, please tune in next time when we will learn
that we must not only gird our loins
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but we must practice self-control.
HAT T EEHE 5T -

Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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