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BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING - Part 11
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1.  Hello, our friends.
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2. We are glad you joined us today.
HATR 44 KA X AR 2

3. Itis always a delight to know that you are
following this series of messages,

FIE R — EERE HAT 15 ) 1X — R FIRY BT, -
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4. but, if you are joining this broadcast for the first
time,
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5. we are in a series of messages on I Peter called,
“Blessed to be a Blessing.”
BATEAE AR BT ARSI BTH > (GFER
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6. First, in I Peter 1:1 to 12,
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7.  Peter taught us how to count our seven-fold
blessings.
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8. Secondly,
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9. Peter tells us that an attitude of gratitude must be
our natural response to these blessings.
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10. That attitude of gratitude manifests itself in six
ways.
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11. InIPeter 1:13 to 21,
AR P —= 13-21 77
12. we looked at three of them.
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13. First,
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14. we are to live in alertness and self-control.
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Second,
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we are to live a life of holiness and obedience.
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Third,
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we are to live a life of reverence and awe and
respect for God as our Father.

HAT T 2B AR > DI EAT TR R AL -
Last time, we looked at I Peter 1:22 to 25
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and we saw two more ways that our attitude of
gratitude manifests itself.
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In 1:22,
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Peter tells us that, in gratitude to God, we are to
grow in love.

WA EREAT » RODFATVESG o - AT =
LERK -

In 1:23 to 25,
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he says, in gratitude to God, we are to grow in
the Word.
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Finally, number six is in Chapter 2, verses 1 to 3.
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Here, Peter tells us that, in gratitude to God, we
are to grow up,
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and that’s where we’ll start today.
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Let’s read verses 1, 2, and 3 of Chapter 2
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How many times have you heard the phrase
“Oh, just grow up?”
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Some people never seem to grow up.
HEANFRZRAK -

One person said,
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“We can only be young once, but we can be
immature indefinitely,”
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and how true this is.
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Years ago, someone told me,
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“If you want your children to grow up with their
feet on the ground,”

TR IR B ER IR £% - RE BN S Y B AK
“put responsibilities on their shoulders.”
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Many people today complain about their
children who never grow up,

V2 ACRHBAR - T EZ P RZRAK »
children who are selfish and spoiled,

BUEAE BRLEF] > AT

but that’s because their parents never placed
responsibilities on their shoulders.
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Children who are always focusing on
themselves and their own needs
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will grow up to be immature adults.
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Why?
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Because they have never had responsibilities on
their shoulders.
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Responsibilities on their shoulders help them
put their feet on the ground
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and that’s exactly why some believers never
grow up in the faith.
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They have been Christians for 5, 10, or even 20
years,
B EEE LF » T4 B2
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yet they remain immature in their faith.
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Why?
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Because they never have responsibilities on
their shoulders.

P AR s 5 AR AT AT BT

People who are always focusing on themselves
and their own needs,
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those who are always receiving and receiving,
fib T —IRHh 2 Z

will always be immature Christians.
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If you go to a doctor to see how you can improve
your physical health,
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the doctor will probably ask you to give up some
things and do something.
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B
For example,
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the doctor might ask you to give up smoking or
overeating,
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and then the doctor will ask you to eat a
nourishing diet,
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or get some exercise,
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and get a good night’s rest.
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That’s what the Apostle Peter is saying here.
FEAE AR X AL X 20 HY

He is saying that, for your spiritual health,
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you need to do the same thing.
IR EX 248
First, you need to give up some things,
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and, then, you need to work out in [the] spiritual
gym every day.

SRR IR B E 8 R e B b5 (L e % -

Peter does not ask us to try to resist these things.
RS I+ AR HAT TS -

Peter does not ask us to try to fight these things.
A H A B EA I -

No. Why?
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Because that’s what happens to many believers.
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Some Christians are trying to resist and are
trying to fight,
AEEREEZHE I - B

but they are fighting a losing battle.
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Peter tells us, “Take off these things of the world
and throw them away,”

PeFe IR EAT] - R X LR SR R
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just as if you take off your jacket and throw it
away.
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Peter says that’s just what you need to do.
AT > X IR T ZEA

Some of you might say,

CEYNG-E U

“Well, [ can’t do that. I don’t have the strength.”
HAR - B & -

Of course, you don’t have the strength.
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That is why you need to rely on God’s strength.
FITLLRA 5 SR G MR T L o

With God’s strength, you can do all things,
§EZ HRYRES) - IRk AT LS 55

and you must throw away these things in order
to grow up as a believer.
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Peter is telling us that, for spiritual growth and
health,

WA EREAT] » N T 8RB EE -
you must do the same thing as the doctors tell
you.

TR A 20 L 25 I A W R 2508
First, you need to give up some things;
B L

then, you need to exercise every day.
IR TR EREE -

He says get rid of them.
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Take them off.
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What are they?
MiXEE | B4 2

Look in I Peter, Chapter 2, verse 1.
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All malice.
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All deceit.
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All slander of every kind.
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Take them off.

B £iX Bk o

My listening friends, I want to tell you how
important these three things are
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because you will find a similar list in Romans,
Chapter 1,
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in II Corinthians, Chapter 12,
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and in Ephesians 4,
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and in Colossians 3,
WOV =

and in I Timothy 1.
TEEEKHI 5 —F o
Why are those so important?
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99. Because they are inconsistent with the Christian
character.
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1. They are the very enemy of spiritual maturity.
it T2 e R B KL
2. Malice is the desire to inflict pain, harm or
injury on someone else.
R PR OISR A E IR A B
E
3. Deceit is when you tell a lie or half-truth for
self-serving purposes.
“VEVE” WULE N T BRAB IR H R M -
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4. Envy is when you want to have what belongs to
another.
Wi Wi o EE R A ARIZR Y o
5. Like cigarettes, alcohol and over-eating that can
destroy your physical health,
LA ~ BRI R IR B WS RA S
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6. Peter says
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7. malice, deceit and envy can destroy your
spiritual health.
Bw >~ WEUE ~ R 2B R RERIfERE -
8. What is common in all of these things?
i 1 1+ 2 A1 A 2
9. They are all poison.
filf 145 =
10. They are killers of relationships.
fif HE APk AR e
11. The question that you and I must always ask is
this:
TR RIZH H E R
12. will what I am saying or doing be for benefit or
hurt somebody?
BRI AT » X AA R - B2 fFIE 2
13. Is it going to edify somebody or devastate
somebody?
el N2k > LR N ERZ e 2
14. Peter is saying that it is vitally important that

you get rid of these things.
A > BREIXELZZIANLERY o

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Why?

Mt 22

Because malice, deceit and slander are inspired
by the devil.

WoaER ~ EVEMS DS - AR BRIk L 2D
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Why is the devil the author of these three things?
Nt 2.8 R X e 2

Because he loves to see divided homes.
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He loves to see divided churches.
EERH R

He loves to see divided institutions.
EERNMEES %

The devil wants to divide believers.
BERBE LB

The devil wants to keep them from maturity.
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The devil wants to hinder their spiritual growth,
BER AR R K -

and when that happens, you will be like children
who are always fighting for what they want;

HSHHELET - 2R EZ T F R
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and they are often fighting over the silliest of
things,
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yet, the opposite should be true for Christians.
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Peter said, in I Peter 2:2,
i -

we should be craving for the pure milk of the
Word of God.

BAIN % Z FE RS R BE RS o
Here, milk is not used in contrast to solid food,
as Paul tells us in I Corinthians 3,

TEIX BRI » H A RS 'L i
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but, rather, milk is used in terms of pure
nutrition -

TEIX Y2 iR eI E 57 -

no additives, no preservatives and not watered
down.

BOEM I ~ B B0 KRR -
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A missionary tells the story of a time when he
was serving in a remote village.

AN EH R L — MR R A TR
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He said that the milkman who used to deliver the
milk to their house

AR 225 A — s S LRI AR
would sometime stop at the nearby lake
b5 S TERR T O WAI045  ok

and add water from the lake to the milk

SEHKINEAYIE -

and, finally, he got tired of it and he said to the
milkman,
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“Look, if you are going to water down the milk,
at least use tap water!”
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Today, there are some who water down the pure
milk of the Word of God
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Yi—rE

and serve it to the unsuspecting people.
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Consequently, we have terrible malnutrition
believers
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and they are a few steps away from spiritual
death.
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It is the refreshing rain of the Word of God that
really works in our lives.
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Nothing will really inspire or motivate or

encourage people like when you share the Word
of God with them.
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Peter says

TR

if you want to grow up in your spiritual life,
MARIRE R Ak

you had better feed upon the pure milk of the
Word of God.
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Most of us stop and eat food more than once a
day.
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How often do you stop and feed your soul upon
the Word of God?
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I heard of one woman who read all 66 books of
the Bible 143 times

HMT A — e+ AR 66 B T
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and, at the age of 85, this woman was meditating
on the Word of God

ELH 85% » filiy S AW s R RE Y1

by reading through the entire Bible at least 4
times a year.
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Now, with this kind of example in mind, think
about this question:
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How much time do you spend thoughtfully
reading the Word of God?
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If you find the reading of the Word of God to be
a drag or a drudgery,
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it is because you have not experienced the
dynamic power of the Word of God,
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or, it could be that you are desperately,
spiritually sick and need help,
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and that is why, right now, I’'m going to invite
you to come to the Great Physician
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and ask Him to open your appetite,
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not just for listening to or reading the Word of
God,
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but to help you to apply the Word of God in your
daily life.
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Today, you can say to Him,
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“Lord, open my blind spiritual eyes.”
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“Lord, help me to feed upon Your Word.”
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“Lord, help me to know and receive Your Power
from Your Word,”
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and remember that God promised to answer
your prayers.
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because you are praying according to His will.
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It is our prayer that you will tune in to the next
broadcast.
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Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing.
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