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BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING - Part 12
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Hello, listening friends.
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What a joy it is to know that you are following
this series of messages, “Blessed to be a
Blessing.”
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I want to begin by asking you a question.
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Have you ever dealt with anyone who was
having an identity crisis?
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If you have, then you understand the depth of
sadness in such situations.
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If you have ever been in a situation where you
found yourself suffering from an identity crisis,
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you understand how confusing that can be.
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Outwardly, everything may look alright;
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but, inwardly, you feel insecure and unsure.
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There were times in my youth when I was
going through my own identity crisis.
YEFRN > thZ g A e S G
L e

Someone once said
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millions of people are desperately seeking for

their missing identity.
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For those of you joining us for the first time,
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we are in the middle of a series of messages
called “Blessed to be a Blessing;”
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and, today, in I Peter, Chapter 2, verses 4 to 12,
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Peter shows us how God's blessings should
define our identity.

BARHFHA] » HE TSR - RE T K
I8 S

Out of His goodness and blessings, God gave
us our identity.
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My listening friends, listen very carefully to
what I’'m going to tell you.
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If you are a believer in Jesus Christ,
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if you follow Him every day,
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then you should not have an identity crisis.
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If you understand the blessings you have in
Jesus Christ,
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these blessings ought to define your identity;
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and that’s exactly what Peter is saying in this
passage:
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that out of God's goodness,
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out of God's mercy,
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out of God's grace,
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out of God's abundance,
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we are given our identity.
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Believers have no reason to flounder in the
Christian life.
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There are some people who see their identity in
their family name.

AT SAREEH S0

Some men see their identity in their jobs,
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or their titles,
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or their achievements.
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Some wives see their identities in their

husbands.
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Some children are happy to identify with their
parents.
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Peter is telling us here that our true identity as
believers in Jesus Christ
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comes from what Jesus did for us and what He
did with us.
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Why?
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Because we were nothing and He made us
everything.
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In I Peter 2:4 says, “As you come to Him...”
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What does he mean by that?
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Before you come to Christ, you were nobody as
far as Heaven was concerned.
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As far as justice in the courts of Heaven was
concerned, you were dead in sin.
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Before you came to Jesus, you were worse than
nobody.
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Before you came to Jesus, you had no spiritual
identity to speak of.
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You live and then you die and that’s the end of
it.
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Peter goes on to say that we were dead stones
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and, then, Jesus, the Living Stone, quickened us
and made us precious living stones.
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Peter uses a lot of figurative language here and
you have to use your imagination.
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Peter gives us 6 characteristics of our identity
as believers.
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Let’s look at them.

AT ——HF -

Number one, we are living and precious stones.
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Secondly, we are a chosen people.
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Thirdly, we are royal priesthood.
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Fourthly, we are a holy nation.
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Fifthly, we are God's own possession, God's
own people;
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and number six, we are mere tourists in this
world.
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We will look at these one by one.
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First, believers are living and precious stones.
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The only reason believers in Christ are called
precious stones

FEEE 2 T LR N E iS4 » HE—AYEE
HELE
is because Christ Himself is the cornerstone.
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Peter sees believers or the church as a
magnificent building,
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a spiritual building.
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Peter is saying that believers are a far more
magnificent building than any building
anywhere.
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In ancient times, the whole building was as
good as its foundation stone.

R BRI UE R A

The whole building stands or falls on the
strength of its cornerstone.
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The cornerstone was always laid at the
intersection of the corner,
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and the other foundation stones were placed
along side of it;
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and, as the building goes up,
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every stone in that building was placed in
relationship to the cornerstone.
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Did you notice that Peter did not say that we
are made of bricks?
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Why?
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Because bricks are all look-alike.
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Bricks have the same dimensions.
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Bricks have the same shape,
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and the reason Peter does not say we are bricks
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is because God does not mass-produce His
children,
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nor does He expect us to perform the same
tasks.
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He has given us different measures of faith.
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He has given us different spiritual gifts,
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and, therefore, what God expects from me is
not necessarily what He expects from you,
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as long as we both are faithful;
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and that is why Peter calls us “stones,”
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because each stone is different from the other.
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Each stone is distinguished from the other.
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Spiritually speaking,
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sometimes, the Master Builder will have to
smooth some rough edges of a given stone.
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Sometimes, the Master Builder has to chisel
some bulges in a given stone.
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Sometimes, the Master Builder has to chip
away at the jagged edges of a given stone,
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and all of this can be painful sometimes.
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My listening friends, please listen to me
carefully.
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Because this can be painful, some believers
stay away from the building,
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and that is why some believers don’t want to
get too close to the other believers.
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That is why some believers don’t want to be an
active part of a church.
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That is why some believers refuse to fit in their
rightful place in the service, in the body of
Christ.
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Of course, that’s the height of selfishness.
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Why?
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Because their absence is like a missing stone in
a building which, of course, creates a draft.
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Their absence makes the building less efficient.
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Their absence keep the building from being as
effective as it could be,
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but when all the stones are there, working and
serving the purpose of God,
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God's blessings will fall upon it.
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Let me ask you a few questions.
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Are you a good, precious, living stone?
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Are you a living stone who is willing to be
placed where the Master Builder wants to place
you,
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or do you run away all the time?
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Are you a living stone who has surrendered to
the Master Builder’s shaping,
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or do you please yourself all the time?
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Are you a living stone who is in your place of
service,
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or are you carelessly letting others bear your
load in the building?
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Are you that precious living stone?
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Because that’s where your identity is.
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There are some believers who mistakenly think

that, if they just receive Jesus as their Savior
and Lord, then that’s all they need to do;
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but they are wrong.
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Believers have responsibilities to the Master
Builder to be a living stone in His building.
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You have responsibility to the cornerstone, the
Lord, Jesus Christ.
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You also have responsibility to the other living
stones to stand with them.
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You stand with them with all of their
weaknesses.
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You stand with them with all of their faults.
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You stand with them with all of their
inadequacies;
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but, my listening friends, I want to tell you
something else.

HERZRIH A » bR EIRIR -
You are not a perfect cut either.
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First, our identity is that we are precious living
stones.
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Our second identity is that we are a chosen race.
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This was a term that was used to describe Israel
in the Old Testament.
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Now, the Apostle Peter, who lived and walked
with Jesus for 3 and 1/3 of a year,
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lifts out this description of Israel in the Old
Testament
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and applies it to the church of Jesus Christ,
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which is now the new Israel of God.
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Why did God choose Israel in the Old
Testament?
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Not because they were [a] great civilization.
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There were civilizations that were far more
advanced.
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Not because they were obedient people.

T ANE B AT 0B T 2

Just ask Moses. They gave him plenty of
trouble.
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Not because they had superior intelligence.
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There were far more intelligent people at the
time.
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Not because of anything in them.
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God chose Israel because of His sovereign will.
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That is the only reason.
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He is God and He can do anything He wants to
do.
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God is not accountable to you and to me.
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The sooner we understand this, the sooner we

become obedient and effective for the kingdom
of God.
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When the Israelites rejected God's cornerstone,
E1RERIIPN EE R )y

God's Anointed One,
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they were put aside.
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Peter is saying that God has chosen everyone
who chooses God's cornerstone.
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He chooses everyone who believes and
submit[s] to His Messiah.
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and, therefore, the chosen race in the New
Testament is not based on physical descent,
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but by adoption of grace.
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Here’s what Peter is saying.
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Don’t ever forget that the cornerstone was
rejected.
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He was despised.
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They spat on Him.
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They let Him bleed to death,
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but now He is glorified as the mighty
cornerstone.
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If you believe in Him, He will protect you.
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He will guard you.
(LB /RNEN7i

He will guide you.
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And the very cornerstone that was rejected?
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God said of Him that He is the one
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Who can take you to Heaven.
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While those who surrender to the cornerstone
will be protected by Him,
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by the same token, anyone who rejects the
cornerstone
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will be crushed by the very stone that they have
rejected.
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Peter is saying that those who reject the
Messiah
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will one day be crushed by Him.
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Those unbelievers will be crushed by the very

stone that will receive, accept and protects
those who do believe in Him.
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Our first identity is that we are living precious
stones.
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Our second identity is that we are the chosen
race.
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Next time, we will look at our third identity,
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namely, that we are the royal priesthood.
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Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing.
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