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BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING - Part 14
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Hello, our listening friends.
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We are glad that you tuned in today.
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I want to begin by telling you that I have a

continuous prayer.
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And it is the prayer from which the title of this

series comes from.
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And my prayer goes something like this,
T8 IR

Lord, bless me so that I may be a blessing to
others.
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I pray this prayer for members of my family.
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I pray this prayer for my dear friends and loved
ones.
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It took me long time to understand what that

means.
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This prayer has been used throughout the
scripture.
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Some of you are blessed of God.
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And you have learned what it is to be a blessing
to others.
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You have learned what it is to bless the
kingdom of God.
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You have learned what it is to bless the work of
God.
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You have understood what it is to be blessed in
order to be a blessing.
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And yet there are many, many, many others

who have yet to learn this incredible teaching
of the scripture.
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Some people are blessed of God and have yet to
discover how to be a blessing.
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This biblical principle goes all the way back to
the call of Abraham.
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The Bible says,
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God blessed Abraham and made him a blessing.
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Why did God bless Abraham,
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so that he might be a blessing to others?
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God blessed other people through his children.
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The problem comes when you receive the
blessings of God and you hoard it.

{H 2R 57w Gt HIOBL S RIS > B2 %
Az [m]id -

The problem comes when you do not pass it on
and become a blessing to others.
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At that point God says,
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okay, now it’s time for me to go to somebody
else and start blessing them.
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Why?
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Because God wants to bless his people.
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And the only way he’s going to bless them is
through believers.

PHMER T8 LB ERIG RS A o
There are two bodies of water in the land of
Palestine,
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there is the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea.
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The Sea of Galilee is beautiful.
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The water is crystal clear.
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Water flows down from Mt. Herman and goes
out into the River Jordan.
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The water is pure and good to drink and can
sustain animal life.
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But then there is the Dead Sea,
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where the water comes in and stays there.
KA R TE BN L -

Its water is filled with salts and cannot be used
for drinking and no fish can live in it.
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And the question that you must ask yourself is
this,
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spiritually speaking, am I the Sea of Galilee or
the Dead Sea?
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God wants to bless people,
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but he wants to bless them through us.
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God wants to bless people,
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but the only way he’s going to bless them is
through the faithfulness of his children.
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Let’s look at some examples in the Scripture.
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Do you remember Jacob?
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The Bible said that Jacob blessed Jacob’s tricky
Uncle Laban.
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He was a very tricky man that Uncle Laban.
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He deceived Jacob twice.
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First, he gave Jacob the wrong girl to marry.
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And then, Laban made him work for another
seven years.
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Laban was a deceitful man.
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And yet the Bible says that God blessed tricky
Uncle Laban because of Jacob.
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That’s how God works!
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If you are a believer, God will bless somebody
because of you.
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And he will bless somebody through you.
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God blessed the house of Potifer in the times of
the Pharos in Egypt.
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Why?
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Because of Joseph.

Because God blessed Joseph.
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And then he blessed the pagan family through
Joseph.
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God blessed the whole nation of Egypt through
his blessing of Joseph.
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We know in the Old Testament times that God
blessed Israel.
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Why?
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Because of Abraham.
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Today God blesses the whole world because of
Jesus Christ.
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My listening friends, I want you to listen very
carefully.
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I don’t want you to misunderstand me.
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God wants to bless his people.
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Why?
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So that his people may be a blessing to their
community.
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So that believers may be a blessing to their
nations
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Well let’s begin by going to the scripture.
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Let’s read from I Peter chapter 2 verses 13 to
20.

LEBATT AR A AT P — & 3-20 77 ©

Some of you perhaps while you’re listening to
this passage may have questions.
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You’ve heard the word, submit yourself to
every authority.
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Or slave, submit to your masters.
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And some of you may not like the word
submission.
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Some of you may have already jumped to
conclusion.
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I want to explain the meaning of the word
submission in this verse.
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You must understand what Peter is saying to
his original readers.
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What did they understand that he was saying to
them?

PL R X BB Y T PRAE A S O A o

Then we can take the major principles of
Peter’s teaching in this epistle,
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and apply those principles in our lives today.
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My listening friends, this is very important.
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Before Peter could tell us that we must be a
blessing to others in our community and at our
work,
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he began by telling us about our blessings.
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Then, he told us about our response to these
blessings.
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These messages from the epistle of Peter like a
ladder that we are climbing.
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Before Peter could ever tell us that believers
must be a blessing to others
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He had to begin by first emphasizing the

incredible blessings of grace that Christians
have received from the hand of God.
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And in the first 12 verses of I Peter he gave us
those blessings.
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And only after Peter tells us all of this can he
come to this point and tells us
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That we have responsibilities toward the
unbelieving world,

HATR XA AME R TR A SUERY -

our responsibilities toward the government and
local authority,
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and our responsibilities to our bosses and our
employers.
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You can never be a blessing to anyone, until
you have been blessed of God;
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You cannot give what you don’t have;
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Until the Holy Spirit of God opens your
spiritual eyes,
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and you become a believer in the Lord Jesus
Christ;
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until you walk with him in discipleship every
single day,
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you will not be able to bless somebody else.
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And that is what Peter is doing here.
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He talks about the blessings that God has given
us.
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And then he says, those blessings give you
these six responsibilities toward God.
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And now he gives us two responsibilities
toward unbelievers.
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First, Peter tells us to be a blessing to the local
authorities,
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be a blessing to the government,
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be a blessing to the society in which you live.
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And secondly, Peter says, be a blessing in your
workplace.
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You might ask, how can I bless the government?
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First, do not become a guest of the government.
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How can you avoid that?
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By obeying the law of the land.
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That’s really what Peter is saying.
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So, how can you bless the gov ? ernment?
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Do not become a burden on the government.
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How can you do that?
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By working hard and paying taxes and being a
giver rather than a receiver.
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That is how you bless the government.
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In fact that is the meaning of the passage in |
Peter chapter 2 verses 13 and following.
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In I Peter 2:12,
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Peter told us that we are aliens and strangers.
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We are tourists on this earth.
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This is not our home, heaven is our home.
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And we are going to get to heaven sooner or
later.

IR HATTZ ERFKAY -
And Peter does not want people to
misunderstand him and say to themselves,
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okay, if I'm an alien and a stranger, then I don’t
have to obey the laws of the land.
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Peter could see people using that as an excuse
for disobeying the law,
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and they would get themselves into trouble.
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Then, when the local authority asked them why
they broke the law,
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they would say, because Peter told me so
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So, what does Peter do?
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He immediately goes on to say in verse 13,

fib S Fe=E e 13 T -

do not even think about breaking the law.
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Do not think about living in lawlessness.
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Do not even think about living in disregard to
the laws of the land.
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Or try to look at it this way.
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Think about an ambassador.
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Do you understand the pressure that they are
under?
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It is a unique kind of pressure.
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While an ambassador represents his own
country,
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he is living in another country.
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He is always loyal to his own country.
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While he is living in his host country,
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he is still subject to the laws of his home
country.
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While he is representing his home country,
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but he does not and cannot go around breaking
the laws of his host country in which he is
living.
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An ambassador respects the laws of the host
country.
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Ambassadors have to walk a very tight rope.
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He abides by the laws of the host country.
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To avoid a hint of scandal or embarrassment to
his country.
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Why?

It 2 2

Because he does not want to shame, dishonor,
disgrace, or bring disrepute to his own country.
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And that’s exactly what Peter is saying.
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He is saying, this is how you, believers in Jesus
Christ, should behave in your host country.
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Every one of us who know Jesus as savior and
Lord,
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is an ambassador.
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Each one of us who are walking with the Lord,
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is an ambassador.
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And I want you to join us next time when I’1l
tell you more about being a blessing in your
country and in your workplace.
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